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ATHENIAN LETTERS: 


OR, THE 


EPISTOLARY CORRESPONDENCE 


OF 


AN AGENT OF THE KING OF PERSIA, 


RESIDING AT ATHENS DURING THE PELOPONNESIAN WAR. 


A NEW EDITION; 


TO WHICH IS PREFIXED A GEOGRAPHICAL INDEX. 


IN TWO VOLUMES. 


ILLUSTRATED WITH ENGRAVINGS, AND A MAP OF ANTIENT GREECE. 


VOLUME THE FIRST. 


LONDON: 


PRINTED FOR T. CADELL JUN. AND-W. DAVIES IN THE STRAND. 


1798. 
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TO 
THE UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE, 


THE FOLLOWING WORK 
IS INSCRIBED, 


Sih awh DIT ORG 


AS A TESTIMONY OF HIS SINCERE RESPECT, 


AND AS A MEMORIAL OF 
THE GRATITUDE AND ATTACHMENT 


KS 
oe 


ENTERTAINED BY THE AUTHORS OF IT 
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FOR THAT 
ANCIENT AND VENERABLE SEAT OF LEARNING, 


WITH WHICH THEY WERE 


SO LONG AND SO HONOURABLY CONNECTED. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


ij ATHENIAN LETTERS were frft printed in the 
years 1744 and 1743, in Four OGavo Volumes, 
but were communicated only to a limited number of 


Friends, under the ftriteft injunctions of fecrecy. 


In 1781 they were reprinted in One Volume Quarto, 
but not publifhed: yet, as the impreflion confifted 
of an hundred copies, they became more generally 
known, and were mentioned in Maty’s and the Monthly 


Reviews. 


As they were now much fought after, and could not 
be purchafed, they were publifhed at Dublin, from a 
copy which had fallen into the hands of a Bookfeller. 
The fuccefsful fale of this Edition in Ireland encouraged 
a London Bookfeller to advertife propofals for a new 
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vill ADVERTISEMENT. 


one; but he immediately relinquifhed his defign on 
being informed that the Work was private property, and 


had never been printed for publication. 


The caufe of its being fo long fupprefled was an in- 
genuous diflidence, which forbad the Authors of it, 
moft of them extremely young, to obtrude on the 
notice of the World, what they had _ confidered 
merely as a preparatory trial of their ftrength, and as 
the beft method of imprinting on their own minds fome 
of the immediate fubje&s of their academical ftudies. 
This caufe no longer fubfifts; and, in confequence of 
repeated applications, the Work is now offered to the 
Public, illuftrated with Engravings, a ie of Antient 


Greece, and a Geographical Index. 


The analogy between the plan of the Aruenran Ler- 
TerRs and the Travets or ANACHARSIS the Younger, 


induced the late Lord Dover to tranfmit a copy of them 
to the Abbé BaRTHELEMI, whom he had known during 
his refidence at Paris. The Letters which paffed on that 
occafion are printed at the end of the Prefaces. The 


Engravings 


ADVERTISEMENT, ix 
Engravings which accompany the Work are principally 
taken from Drawings by Day, after Bufts at Rome. 
That of Pericres is taken from an antique Buft in the 
valuable collection of Cuartes Townzey Ef{g. to whom 


the Editor takes this opportunity of exprefling his obliga- 
tion. 


HARDWICKE. 


WIMPOLE, 
March 31ft, 1798. 
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TO THE EDITION OF 1741. 


A S the following Colle&tion of Letters has been thought worthy 

the attention of the Learned by fome judicious perfons to 
whom they were communicated, the Tranflator humbly prefumes 
they will prove an acceptable entertainment to the Public ; at the fame 
time he will be bold to fay, they want no introdution to recommend 
them. However, as the world will naturally inquire into the circum- 
{tances to which it is indebted for thefe valuable remains of antiquity, 
he thinks it neceflary to premife a general account of the accident 
which brought them to his hands. This account, he conceives, will 
not only be grateful to the curiofity of the Reader, but be attended 
with a further good confequence to himfelf, as it will fufficiently pro- 
tet him from the cavils of cenforious critics, and vindicate him from 
every unjuft imputation. 


It has long been a fubject of complaint to modern Literati, that the 
Library at Fez in the King of Morocco’s dominions, where the greateft 
treafures of Oriental learning are fuppofed to lie, was never yet ex- 
amined with any tolerable care or diligence. The difficulty of accefs 
to it is the reafon why nothing certain can be known concerning it ; 
but feveral have imagined, that, were it thoroughly’ fearched, the 
Arabian verfions of the Greek and Latin authors would in all pro- 
bability fee the light. A learned Jew, who dwelt in that city for 
many years, and who by fome means or other had worked himfelf 
into the favour of the Alcaide, or chief magiftrate of the place, {pent 
much of his leif{ure hours in perufing the volumes that are lodged 
there. Upon his deceafe in the year 1698, he left his papers to an 

Englifh 
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Xi PREFACE. TO 


Englifh Conful at Tunis, from whom he had received obligations in 
his lifetime. The Conful, upon turning them over, amongft others, 
found a fair Spanifh manufcript, intitled ‘Letters from an Agent of 
** the King of Perfia, refiding at Athens during the Peloponnefian 
“ War, to the Minifters of State, &c. tranflated by Moszs BEN 
“ MEsHoBAB, from a Manufcript in the Old Perfic Language, pre- 
* ferved in the Library at Fez.” Surprized at what he faw, he wrote 
immediately to two or three friends in England, and informed them — 
of the important difcovery. It appears that he had then an intention 
to publith them, but being afterwards called off by different purfuits, 
they lay negleéted until his death. By the will of this gentleman, 
the manufcript was left as a legacy to the Englifh Tranflator, who 
thought it would be an aé of the higheft injuftice to withhold them 
any longer from the public view. He choofes indeed to conceal his 
name, which he hopes the candid Reader will forgive, fince it is not 
done with a defign of impofing more fafely upon the world, but in order 
to decline with honour the difagreeable wranglings of controverfy. 


The Agent concerned in thefe Letters appears to have been fingularly 
fitted for his employment. As his mind was enlarged by a general 
converfation with men and books, his parts and knowledge furnifhed 
him with every qualification, required even by the moft modern 
writers, on the fubjed& of foreign negotiations. A circumftance the 
more extraordinary in CLEANDER, as he lived at a time when the 
balance of power was unequally divided in the world, and the fcience 
of embafly and treaty was not yet reduced into that regular and per- 
fe& fyftem, to which it has been carried by the wifdom of later and 
more improved ages. For the fimplicity of the ancients in ail their 
contefts with their neighbours led them into the {trange abfurdity of 
fettling ambiguities, inftead of leaving them; and it was the conftant 


rule of their policy not to play with the rights of nations, but to ftate 
and to clear them. 


2 During 
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THES E-DYREGINA OF art. Xlii 


During the refidence of our Agent in the city of Athens, he feems 
to have been extremely curious in examining the conftitution of 
Greece ; and, while he writes to the Minifters on matters of political 
and public bufinefs, he does not fail to tranfmit faithful accounts to 
his friends of the learning prevailing in the country, and little private 
anecdotes relating to himfelf. Far from dealing in trivial and low 
occurrences, his Letters are full of the moft important information. 
We never find him preffing for any increafe of his remittances, but 
contented with his firft appointments. It is agreeable enough to 
obferve him upon fome occafions deviating from the dull road of his 
inftructions, and aéting with that freedom and latitude of judgment, 
which a wife man fhould be indulged in exercifing, and with that air 
of authority and underftanding, which naturally creates efteem. By 
a peculiar dexterity in his converfation, he makes ufe of the accefs 
which he had gained to the confiderable men of Athens to the fervice 
of his matter, and, the intereft of Perfia ; and, though he now and then 
breaks out into {trong and rapturous expreffions on liberty, he cannot 
lay afide a zealous regard for the one, or a firm attachment to the 
other. In a word, he is a pattern of addrefs in negotiation; and I 
doubt not but if WicquerorT had been acquainted with his cha- 
racter, he had numbered CLEANDER among the moft eminent 
mafters of that art, and recommended his. Letters in the fame page 
with Cardinal D’Ossat’s *.. 


- Befides thefe fentiments, which evidently flow from a perufal of the 
Papers now offered to the Public, a fecret pleafure will arife in the 
breaft of every man of tafte and knowledge, when he confiders how 
much they tend to corroborate the teftimony of TuHucyDIDEs, to 
heighten our idea of his impartiality, and to wipe off the unjuft afper- 
fions that have been thrown upon his memory by JosEpuus +. 


* Vide Wicquefort’s Complete Amb. fe&t. 10. B. 2. 


+ Vide Jofeph. con. Apion. where he endeavours to leffen the credit of the 
Greek hiftorians. 
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xiv PREFACE. 


At the fame time we may derive a more adequate notion of the 
cuftoms of the Greeks and Perfians from thefe Letters of our Agent, 
in which the living manners are expreffed, than we can poflibly 
gather from the moft formal and elaborate treatifes of grave anti- 
quaries. Not to mention feveral curious particulars of Court fubtilty 
and intrigue interwoven in the courfe of them, which may feem 
perhaps beneath the notice of an hiftorian, but which yet have a 
wonderful effeét in unravelling the fecret fprings and true caufes 


of action. 


As to the objections, which have been framed with peculiar fuc- 
cefs, to the genuinenefs of the Epiftles of PHALARIS and THEMISTO- 
cies by a formidable champion in the republic of letters; fuch ob- 
jetions as are drawn from the uncertain time, in which the great 
men who are fpoken of in them are fuppofed to have flourifhed, and 
from the matter of the Epiftles themfelves ; we conceive that no fuch 
can lie againft the colle@tion before us. ATossa*, who was the 
firft inventrefs of letter-writing in the opinion of our critic, had been 
feveral years dead, before CLEANDER made his appearance on the 
theatre of human affairs; and after her death fhe could no longer 
monopolize the ufe of it. It is therefore apprehended with an honeft 
confidence, that we have little to fear either from the extenfive 
learning or penetration of that critic f. 
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To conclude: The Tranflator begs leave to congratulate the lite- 
rary world on the difcovery of this hidden treafure of antiquity, which 


eo” 


en 


"Ge, 


may be confidered as a large acceflion to the wealth it already ftands 
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poffeffed of; and to congratulate himfelf on being the unworthy 


inftrument, after an interval of fo many ages, of prefenting thefe 
ineftimable relics to the Public. 


S "ee 


C. 
* Vide Bentley againft Boyle, p. 535. + Dr. Bentley was then alive. 
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TO THE EDITION OF 1781. 


ig is thought proper to preferve the Preface to the OGtavo Edition of 

thefe Letters*, which fuppofes the Work to be genuine, and a Tranf 
lation from an old Arabic Verfion: but when a due interval of time 
has elapfed, the truth may be owned; the illufion vanifhes ; it is a 
mafquerade which is clofed; the fancy-dreffes and the dominos are 
returned to their refpeCtive wardrobes ; the company walk about again 
in their proper habits, and return to their ordinary occupations in 
life, 


The Authors of thefe Letters were a Society of Friends, who were 
contemporaries at the Univerfity of Cambridge, about the years 1739 
and 1740; all their names (except that of the Writer of this Preface) 
were an ornament to the place. The world was unfortunately de- 
prived of the talents, virtues, and fervices of one of them, when they 
were moft wanted, both by his own Profeffion and by the Public: 
not above two or three of the fet are now living; they lament the 
lofs of their colleagues, and cultivate the remembrance of their 
former friendly conneétion. 


The Learned, into whofe hands thefe Letters may fall, will beft 
judge how correétly the manners of antiquity are kept up, and how 
truly the hiftory of thofe times is reprefented in them. 


* Printed by James Bettenham in 1741. 
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The Grecian part of the correfpondence is exadtly ftated from 
THUCYDIDES and PLuTarcH; the Perfian is extended and im- 
proved from the few remaining fragments of Cresi1as: but it is 
hoped, the Coffumé of the Eaft is preferved throughout, and the 
events fuch as might happen under a well-governed abfolute mo- 
narchy—the picture of which is more flattering than experience 
commonly juttifies. 


The general character of CLEANDER is taken from Maumut, 
the Turkith Spy; but it is finifhed upon the Greek model; and the 
philofophical and literary features of it are copied from the Schools 
of Athens, and the Groves of Academus. The forms and language 
of the negotiation part of the Letters may be thought too refined for 
the times when they are fuppofed to be written; the difpatches of thole 
great Minifters, TEMPLE and D’EsTRADEs, were the originals which 
the writers in that department attempted to imitate. 


Heropotus, PAusanias, and Straso have furnithed the 
Antiquities of Agypt; Hypz’s Religio Vet. Perfarum has been 
chiefly followed in the Letters which relate to that obfcure fubjeé, 
and it is hoped with fome fuccefs: and fo as to form an interefting 
contraft with the Greek worfhip and philofophy. 


Perhaps the character and travels of the young Perfian Satrap 
ORSAMES might have been more varied and enlivened, and he 
might have been brought to Greece to ferve a volunteer in their 
armies, and improve under the military inftitutions of Athensand 
Sparta; but it is thought advifable, on the whole, to make no 
alterations from the original edition, particularly as the learned and 
ingenious Writer of thofe Letters is deceafed. | 


Not 


THE EDITION OF 1781. xvii 

Not many years ago the younger CREBILLON, a name well 
known among the novel-writers of France, publifhed a work in 
four volumes under this very title of Lettres Atheniennes ; they relate 
to the fame times, and have fome of the fame charaéters with ours, 
as PERICLES, ASPASIA, CLEON, and ALcIBIADEs: but the turn of 
that correfpondence is fo different from that of the prefent Work, that 
no comparifon can be made between them; the Readers will give 
the preference according to their refpeCtive taftes and inclinations. — 
We hope our charaéters are antique. Thofe of Mr. CREBILLON 


are in a great degree the fetit maitres and petites maitreffes of Paris; 


and the idea of improving the manners and morals of fociety does 


-not feem to have been the principal object of that ingenious writer 
in thofe Letters, any more than in the Sopha & [ Efcumoire. 
tr 
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To the ABBE’ BARTHELEMI. 


M ILORD DOVER, dela famille de Yorke, faifit avec empreffement l’occa- 
fion qui fe prefente par le canal de M. Barthelemi, Miniftre Plenipotentiaire 
_de fa Majefté tres Chretienne 4 la Cour de Londres, d’offrir 3 M.l’ Abbé Barthe- 
lemi fon oncle Phommage fi juftement dé au favant et élégant Auteur du Voy- 
AGE DU JEUNE ANACHARsIS EN Grece, en lui faifant parvenir le Volume 
gi-joint des Lerrres ATHENIENNES. L’origine de cette prodution eft ex- 
pliquée dans la feconde Preface & la téte de ’ouvrage: les Lettres fignées P. font 
de Philippe Yorke, Comte de Hardwicke, fils ainé du Grand Chancelier de ce 
nom; celles fignées C. font de fon frere, Mr. Charles Yorke, qui eft luiméme 
parvenu au pofte ¢minent de Grand Chancelier, mais qui eft mort trop tét 
pour fa famille et pour fa patrie; les autres font écrites ou par leurs parens 
ou par leurs amis. En priant M. l’Abbé Barthelemi d’agréer ce petit prefent 
litteraire, lon n’a point la prefomption de comparer cet ouvrage au char- 
mant Voyage d’Anacharfis, mais uniquement de donner un temoignage d’ef- 
time a fon illuftre Auteur ; et de marquer combien on a été flatté de trouver 
qu’une idée quia pris fon origine igi il y a prés de cinquante ans a été perfec- 
tionnée avec tant d’élégance long tems aprés, fans aucune communication, 
par un Auteur digne du fujet. 


A Lonprgs, DOVER. 


ce 21 Decembre 1789. 


To Lord DOVER. 


MILORD, 


J’at Phonneur de vous remercier du bel’ exemplaire des LeTTRES ATHE- 
NIENNES que vous avez eu la bonté de m’envoyer, et furtout de la note 
trop flatteufe que vous avez daigné y tracer de votre main. J’entendis l’été 
dernier parler pour la premicre fois de cet ouvrage; et ce fut par M. Jenkin- 
fon. Je n’ai pu jufqu’a prefent le parcourir qu’a la hate; fi je l’avois connu 
plutot, ou je n’aurois pas commencé le mien, ou j’aurois taché d’approcher 
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de ce beau modele. Pourquoi ne l’a-t-on pas communiqué au public? Pour- 
toutes les langues? Je facrifierois volontiers mes 


quoi n’eft il pas traduit dans 
derniers jours au plaifir d’en enrichir notre litterature, fi je connoiffois mieux 


les fineffes de la langue Angloife: mais je n’entreprendrois pas de Vachever, 
de peur qu’il ne m/’arrivat la méme chofe qu’4 ceux qui ont voulu continuer 
le difcours de Boffuet fur ’Hiftoire Univerfelle. 

Daignez agréer l’hommage de la reconnoiflance & du refpeét avec lequel 
jai ’honneur d’étre, 

MILORD, 

Votre trés humble et tres obéiffant ferviteur, 
A Paris, BARTHELEML. 


ce 1 Janvier 1790. 


Earl MANSFIELD to the Earl of HARDWICKE. 


MY DEAR LORD, 
IVE me leave to return you my warmeft thanks for the ATHENIAN 


LETTERS. 


Veteres revocamus amores, 
Atque olim amiffas flemus amicitias. 


I grieve exceedingly that your Lordfhip has fuffered fo much, and hope 
you are better. Nobody can wifh it more fincerely than 
Your moft obedient humble fervant, 
xf | MANSFIELD. 
ARCH 1783. 


GEOGRAPHICAL INDEX. 


A 


BZ: A town of Phocis, in which was an oracular temple of Apollo, 

enriched by coftly offerings, and more ancient than that of Delphi; it 

was burnt by the Perfians in the invafion of Xerxes, but its oracles were {till 
in repute in the time of Herodotus. 

ABDERA. A very ancient town of Thrace, fituated near the coaft of 
the ZZgean fea on the eaftern fide of the mouth of the Neftus, and oppofite 
the ifland of Thafus ; faid to have been founded either by Hercules or by the 
fifter of Diomedes; and after having fallen into decay to have been re-peopled 
by a’colony from: Clazomenz, and, at a later period, by a colony of 
Teians. 

ABYDUS.. A town-of Troas, built by the Milefians on the fhore of the 
narroweft part of the Hellefpont oppofite to Seftus. 

ABYDUS. A town of Upper Agypt on the weltern fide of the Nile, in 
the Thinitick nome, ‘containing the celebrated palace of Memnon, ‘and a 
magnificent temple of Ofiris: it was the next town in fplendour to’ Thebes, 


but had become ruinous as early as the age of Strabo. 

ACANTHUS. <A town of Athamania, which, ‘according to Strabo, Is a 
diftri& of Epirus. - 

ACARNANIA.. The moft weftern country of Greece, extending along 
the coaft of the Ionian fea, feparated from’ Epirus by the Sinus Ambracius, 
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and from. ZEtolia by the river Achelous. 

ACHAIA. A country of the Pelopofnefus, extending from Sicyon 
weftward to the extremity of the Sinus Corinthiacus, and ‘from thence’ along 
the coaft.to the promontory Araxus, the boundary of Elis. 

ACHARNAZ. © An inland town. of Attica belonging to’ the: tribe of 
GEneis, the largeft of thofe that were called Anjos. 

VOL. I. Cc ACHELOUS. 
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ACHELOUS. A river whofe fource is in mount Pindus ; it flows fouth- 
wards through the country of the Agrei and the Amphilochi, and divides 
.ZEtolia from Acarnania. . 

ACHERUSIA. A lake in Thefprotia, a province of Epinits through 
which the river Acheron difcharges itfelf into the fea, nearly oppofite the 
fouthern point of the ifland of, Corcyra. 

ACROCORINTHUS. A mountain which ferved as a citadel to Corinth, 
and was inclofed within its walls, except thofe parts which were too fteep 
to be built on. On its fummit was a temple of Venus, anda little’ lower 
the fountain Pirene. -- 

ACTIUM. A town of Acarnania on the fouth eaftern fide of the ftreight 
that leads into the Sinus Ambracius ; celebrated for the goodnefs of its 
harbour, and for the temple of Adtian Apollo. 

ADRAMYTTIUM. An Athenian colony with a port and arfenal, on 


' the coaft of the Greater Myfia oppofite Lefbos. 


ZEGEAN SEA.° Bounded by the coafts of Greece and Macedon on the 
weft, and the coaft of Afta Minor on the eaft; extends northward:to the 
Hellefpont, and fouthward (according to fome geopraphers, who confider 
the Myrtoan, Cretan, Carpathian, and Icarian feas as parts of it) to the 
ifland of Crete. Others, as Strabo, make the ‘promontory of Sunium in 
Attica its fouthern limit. 

ZEGINA. An ifland in the Sinus Dariniguss oppofite the Pirzeus, at ‘about 
twenty miles diftance. 

LEGYPT, (properly fo called, for fome eeeererliee comprehend, eed 
this name, parts of Lybia, Marmarica, and other conquetts of the Zigyptian 
kings) extends from Philz and Elephantine, built on iflands in: the: Nile 
and Syene, under the tropic of Cancer, along both banks of the Nile to the 
Mediterranean fea. . The great’ divifions of it were two, according to fome 
authors,, Upper and Lower Agypt; three according to others, Thebais, 
Heptanomis, Delta... The firft and third of thefe were fubdivided, each into 
ten nomes or prefectures; the fecond, into feven by Ptolemy, as’ its, name 
imports; into fixteen by Strabo, who, inftead’ of .Heptanomis,’ calls it 
% pilav x%p%3 but he enumerates feveral that do not belong to Egypt Proper. 
On the eaft of the Pelufiac mouth of the Nile it touches Paleftine and 

Arabia 
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Arabia Petra. The laft town towards the former was probably Oftracine, 
at the outlet of the Palus Sirbonis; towards the latter Heroopolis, at the 
extremity of the Arabian gulf. 

FETOLIA. A maritime country of Greece, divided Fale Acarnania 
‘by the river Achelous; having Doris on the north, the Locri Ozole 
on the eaft, the Ionian fea ‘and Corinthian gulf on the fouth and fouth- 
eaft. 

AGRADATES, or CYRUS. A river in Perfia, which falls into the 
Perfian gulf, towards the eaftern end of it. 

AGRIGENTUM, or ACRAGAS. © A town built on'a mountain on the — 
fouthern coaft of Sicily, about midway between the promontories of a 
beeum and Pachynus. 

ALPHEUS. A river flowing from Arcadia, through Elis, into the Mare 
Tonium. 

AMBRACIA. A colony of the Corinthians in Thefprotia, a diftric of 
Epirus. It ftands at the mouth of the Arachthus or Arethon, and gives its 
name to the Sinus Ambracius. 

AMPHIPOLIS. ‘ An Athenian colony, referred by fome geographers to 
Macedon, by others to Thrace; being fituated on an ifland formed by the 
Strymon, which divides thofe two kingdoms. 

ANACTORIUM. A town built by a Corinthian colony in Acarnania, 
on the Sinus Ambracius. 

- ANAPHLYSTUS. A maritime Onos Of aitea, according to Strabo ; 

‘inland, according to Ptolemy, probably a little to the northward of Pha. 
lerum. 

ANDANIA. The antient metropolis of Meffenia, built by Polycaon, 
fon of Lelex, the firft king of the country ; deferted after the defeat of Arif. 
tomenes at the battle of the Trenches. 

ANDROS. Vide Cxcranpes. 

ANTZUS. The capital of the northern nome of the Thebais, on the 
eaftern fide of the Nile, to which it gives the name of the Antzopolitic nome. 

ANTHEMUS. A town and diftri& of Macedonia, probably to the eaft- 
ward of Mygdonia. 
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— ARABIA. A very extenfive peninfulain Afia, bounded on the'weft by 
| the Sinus Arabicus, or Red Sea}; on the eaft by the Sinus Perficus, and on the 
| fouth by the part of the Mare Erythrzeum that lies between them. . It is-di- 
; vided into Arabia Felix, Arabia Petraea; and Arabia Deferta. Arabia Felix 
| occupies almoft the whole of the peninfula; the other. diftri€ts, compara- 
tively {mall, bound it on the north, and extend.a little above the extremities 
of the two gulfs. Arabia Petrzea lies along the eaftern and fouthern frontiers 
of Paleftine ; and Arabia Deferta between the defert: of oe and the ‘Chal- 
dean mountains. 

ARAXES. A-river of Perfia that falls:into the Perfian gulf. 

ARCADIA... A flate in the centre of the Peloponnefus. 

AREOPOLIS. A town of Arabia Petrza on the eaftern. bank i the 
Arnon. * -onturol 

ARGEIA, or ARGOLIS. A ftate in the Pde aanenty bounded on sida 
weft by Arcadia, on the north ‘by the Corinthian territory, on the:fouth by 
Laconia, on the eaft by the Saronic and Argolic gulfs, from -Prufiz, or more 
probably from Temeniuni, to the Portus Bucephalus inclufive. 

ARGOS. The principal..inland, town of..Argolis near the river »Ina- 


chus. 

ARGOS AMPHILOCHICUM, called alfo ARGIA. A town built in 
Acarnania.on the Sinus Ambracius by an. Argive colony under the conduct 
of Amphilochus, the fon of Amphiaraus. 

ARIA. A large province of the, Perfian empire,’ its limits uncertain. 
Aria Proper feems to have been bounded by Parthia and Carniania Deferta 
to the weft, Drangiana to the fouth, the Paropamifade to the eaft, Baétriana 


and Margiana to the north. 

ARMENIA, the Greater, bounded by Aaa the Lefs and the Euphrates 
on the weft, by Mount Taurus, which feparates it from Mefopotamia, on 
the fouth, by the two Medias on the eaft, and by Albania and Iberia on 
the north. 

ARMENIA, the Lefs, was furrounded by Armenia the Greater, Cappa- 
docia, Pontus, and the Pontus Capvadocius ; its limits are very imperfectly 
afcertained. 

ARNON. A river of Arabia Petroca 


ARSINOE. 
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ARSINOE. A town of Lower Agypt, which gives its name to the nome 
in which it ftands, called antiently the city of Crocodiles. 

ARTEMISIUM. © A promontory on the northern coaft of Eubcea. 

ASCRA. A village at the foot of Mount Helicon in Beeotia. 

ASIA MINOR.» A vaft peninfula bounded on the north. by the Euxine 
fea and the Propontis, on the weft by the 2gean, on the fouth by the 
Mediterranean, on: the eaft by the river Halys and, Mount ‘Taurus. © It con- 
tained, towards the Euxine and Propontis, Paphlagonia, Bithynia, Myfia, 
the Greater and the Lefs, and the Hellefpontian Phrygia, which included 
Troas ; towards the #gean, /Eolis, Ionia, Caria; towards the Mediterranean, 
Lycia. The country furrounded by thefe diftricts bore the general name of 
Phrygia Magna, comprehending the fubdivifions of Gallogrcecia, or Galatia, 
Lycaonia, Lydia, and a diftri& fince called Phrygia Epittetos, which ex- 
tended along the fouthern frontier of Bithynia, and round Mount Olympus 
in Myfia. This is Strabo’s divifion of Afia Minor, though he elfewhere 
affigns this laft mentioned diftriét to the, Leffler Phrygia, which he fays 
confifted of the Hellefpontian Phrygia, and of Phrygia Epictetos, . Other 
geographers arrange it differently. It feems uncertain whether Pifidia is;to 
be afligned to the Lefler or Greater Afia. 

ASOPUS. A river of Beeotia, which falls into the Euripus between,Oro- 
pus and Tanagra. 

ASSYRIA PROPER. Bounded on-the north by the Greater Armenia, 
and the mountain Niphates, on the weft by the Tigris and Mefopotamia, on 
the fouth by Sufiana, on the eaft by Media, and the mountains Choatra and 
Zagrus. 

ATHENS. The capital of Attica. 

ATHOS. A mountain fituated on a peninfula of the Regio Chalcidica, 
between the Sinus Strymonicus and Sinus Singiticus. : 

ATTICA. A Grecian ftate, having Megaris on the weft, Boeotia on 
the north, the Sinus Saronicus on the fouth, and the AZgean fea on the 
eaft. 


B 


BABYLON... One of the moft ancient cities in the world ; founded by 
Nimrod on the great weftern branch of the Euphrates, enlarged by Belus 
and 
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and Semiramis, carried to its utmoft fplendor by Nebuchadnezzar, dif- 
mantled by Darius, defaced by Xerxes, partly demolifhed by the Mace- 
donians, finally drained of its inhabitants by Seleucia, a city built at the 
confluence of the eaftern branch of the Euphrates with the Tigris, and fpoken 
of by Paufanias, in the age of the Antonines, as a heap of ruins. 
BABYLONIA. A large province of the Perfian empire, feparated 
from Arabia Deferta on the weft by the Chaldean mountains, from Mefopota- 
mia on the north by the Euphrates, from Sufiana on the eatt by. the 
Euphrates and Tigris after their junction, and bounded on the fouth by 
Arabia Felix and the Perfian gulf. | . 
BABYCA.. The Delphic Pyjpa refpecting the conftitution of the Lace. 
dzemonian fenate, ‘recited in Plutarch’s life of Lycurgus, enjoined that the 
general affemblies of the fenate and’ people fhould be held between Babyca 
and Cnacion. Plutarch adds, * that the Babyca and the Cnacion were in his 
time called Gints ; (which determines the fituation to have been fouth-eaft 
of Sparta; for Polybius {peaks of the CEniis, as flowing through a plain 
between the hills Eva and Olympus, and of the high road to Sparta, as 
lying along its bank). In the life of Pelopidas, Plutarch fays, tthe Greeks 
were then firft taught that it was not the Eurotas and. the {ojl between 
Babyca and Cnacion which produced good foldiers, &c. Thefe pafflages 
feem to imply that the Babyca and Cnacion were two rivers, or different 
branches of the fame river, but immediately after the firft of them follows, 
{ Ariftotle, however, calls the Cnacion a river, and the Babyca a bridge. 
BACTRIA, or BACTRIANA. A province of the Perfian empire, 
bounded on the weft by the province of: Margiana, on the north by the 
river Oxus, on the eaft by the Maflagetee and Scythians, on the fouth by 
the ridges of the mountain Paropamifus, 
BARCE. A town on the weftern fide of the Cyrenaic Pentapolis, about 


twelve miles from the fea, but having a port where Ptolemais was afterwards 
built. | 
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BCEOTIA. A Grecian ftate, bounded by the territory of the Locri | 
Opuntii on the north, by Phocis on the weft, by Atticd on the fouth, 
and by the Euripus, which feparates it from Eubcea, on the eaft. 

BOTTLZA. A fmall maritime diftri€t of Macedonia, bounded by Aima- 
thia on the weft, by the Sinus Thermaicus on the eaft, feparated from the 
Regio Amphaxitis on the north by the river Axius, and from Pieria on the 
fouth by the Ludias. 

BUBASTUS, or BUBASTIS. A town on the eaftern bank of the eaftern 
branch of the Nile, to which and to the adjacent diftri@ it gives its name. 
It feems to have received its own from the Agyptian deity, Bubaftis, fup- 
pofed by the Greeks to be the fame with their Diana. 

BYBLUS. A town of Pheenicia on an eminence near the fea; the royal 
refidence of Cinyras, and facred to Adonis. 
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CADMAA.. The citadel of Thebes, fo called from its founder Cadmus. 

CADUSIA. <A mountainous diftri€t in the north weftern part of Media, 
bordering on the Cafpian fea. . 

CAPPADOCIA. A large diffi in the peninfula of Afia to the eaft of 
the Halys ; divided by the Perfians into two Satrapies, one maritime, extend- 
ing along the fhore of the Pontus, the other inland; its limits at that 
period were unknown in the time of Strabo. 

CARIA. <A maritime province of Afia Minor, bounded to the weft 
and fouth by the /2gean and Mediterranean feas. Its inland boundaries 
are not eafily afcertained, having frequently varied. It was, perhaps, ori- 
ginally feparated from Lydia by the Meander, and from Lycia by the 
Xanthus. 

CARMANIA PROPER. A province of the Perfian empire. It has 
Perfia on the weft, a part of the Perfian and Indian feas, fometimes called 
Mare Carmanium, on the fouth, Gedrofia on the eaft, Carmania Deferta 
(beyond which is Parthia) on the north. : 

CARTHAGE. The capital of Zeugitana, a diftri&: of Africa Proper, 
built on a peninfula forty-five miles in circumference, and joined to the 
continent by an ifthmus about three miles broad. 
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CARYA. <A town of Laconia on the confines of Meffenia. Diana had 
the name of Caryatis from a temple, and a feftival held there in honour of her. 

CASIUS.. A mountain in /Egypt, between the Eaftern or Pelufiac mouth 
of the Nile, and the Palus Sirbonis. 

CAUNUS. A fea-port town in the Perea Rhodiorum, a diftrict of 
Caria, fituated at the mouth of the river Calbis. 

CENCHREZ.. Vide CorInTH. 

CEPHISUS. A river of Phocis, which lofesitfelf in the lake Copais. 

CEPHISUS. » A river of Attica which falls into the Sinus -Saronicus, 
between the Pirzeus and Eleufis. 

CHALCIS. The principal. town’ in Eubcea, fituated in a kind of penin- 
fula oppofite Aulis. 

CHAONIA. The northern divifion of Epirus, feparated from Illyricum 
by the Acroceraunian mountains, bounded on the weft by the Ionian fea, 
on the fouth by Thefprotia, on the eaft by Moloffis. 

CHELIDONIAN ISLES. | Three fmall rocky iflands in the’ Mediter- 
ranean, about midway between Rhodes and Cyprus ; they divided the LyGan 
fea from the Pamphylian. 

CHEMMIS, or CHENNIS. <A town of Upper Aigypt, the birth-place of 
Perfeus, who was worfhipped there ; fituated, according to Herodotus; in the 
Thebaic nome; in the Dioopplitia according to Diodorus and Elutat chs 
who fuppofe it to be the fame with Panopolis. 

CHEN /ZE. A town or village on Mount Cita, in the early age of 
Greece; the birth-place of Myfon, (the fon of Arifton,) fubftituted by Plato, 
in. his lift of the feven fages, for Periander of Corinth. 

CHIOS. . An ifland of the Aigean fea, near the coaft of Ionia. " 

_CHNUBIS. A town of Upper Aigypt, on the eaftern fide of the Nile, 
in the Thebaic nome. 

CILICIA. A large diftri& extending alorig the fondiiein coaft. of the . 
peninfula of Afia from Pamphylia to Syria, inclofed by Mount Taurus to 
the weft and north, and Mount Amanus to the eaft, acceffible only by, 
narrow pafles through thefe mountains ; divided into Cilicia Afpera towards 
Pamphylia, and Cilicia Campeftris towards Syria, bounded on. the fouth 
the Mediterranean fea. 


CIRRHA. 
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CIRRHA. A town in the fouth-weftern part of Phocis, on the Corin- 
thian gulf, near the confines of the Locri Ozole. 

CIRTA. Themetropolis of Numidia Proper. 

CLAROS. A grove and temple facred to Apollo, and probably a town 
alfo, fituated between Lebedos and Colophon, on the fouthern fide of the 
ifthmus of the peninfula of Ionia. 

CNACION. Vide Basyca. 

CNIDUS. A maritime town, at the fouth-weftern point’of the  penin- 
fula of Doris in Caria. 

COLCHIS. A’country at the eaftern extremity of the Pontus Euxinus, 
extending, according to Ptolemy, from Pitytis on the river Corax to the 
Phafis; according to Strabo, from Pitytis to Trapezis. 

COLONOS.” An eminence and village near Athens, with a grove and 
temple facred’to the Furies, in which Gidipus is faid to-have fought an afylum 
when he was banifhed from Thebes: it was called Equeftrian from altars 
built there to Equeftrian Neptune and Equeftrian Minerva; monuments 
were afterwards erected to Thefeus, Pirithous, Gidipus,’and. Adraftus. 

~COPTOS. ‘A town’ in Upper Aigypt, on thé caftérn fide of the Nile, 
which gives its name to the Coptite nome. 

-CORCYRA. An ifland in the Ionian fea,.feparated = a narrow ftreight 
from Thefprotia, the foutherm diftriat of Epirus. 

CORINTH. A powerful commercial city on the ome weft -part of 
the ifthmus which joins the Peloponnefus to the continent of Greece ; it had 
two ports, the Lecheum, at the diftance of a mile and half, immediately 
under the city, and conne&ted with it by walls, from which its trade to the 
weftward, through the Corinthian gulf, was carried on; and ‘Cenchree, at 
about nine miles diftance.on the Saronic gulf, from whence their fhips 
failed to Afia and Agypt. 

COS. ‘An ifland near the coaft of Caria, at the entrance of the ey of 
Halicarnafius. 

CRETE. The largeft of the Greek iflands, about fifty miles in breadth, 
and. two hundred and feventy in length, fituated between the Aigean and 
Cyrenaic feas, and extending from the! Peloponnefus to the confines of Afia. 

CRISSA. A maritime town of Phocis, alittle to the fouth-caft of Delphi. 
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CRISSZZAN GULF.. Sometimes confounded with the Corinthian Gulf, 
which extends from the Streight of Antirrhium, to the ifthmus, but pro- 
perly that recefs of it which runs up northward to the town of Criffa. 

CROTON. A maritime town of Gracia Magna, on the;Ionian fea, 
near the promontory of Lacinium, in the territory of the Bruttii; very po- 
pulous, and twelve miles in circumference till the invafion of Pyrrhus, during 
which half of it was laid wafte, fo that the part that continued to be inha- 
bited was at.a confiderable diftance from the channel of the /farus, which 
before pafled through the middle of the town. 

CUMA, or CYME. A maritime town, the metropolis of QEolis, faid 
to have been built by Pelops on his return from Greece, after his victory 
over Gnomaus. 

CYANEAN ISLANDS, or SYMPLEGADES.. Two fmall rocky iflands 
in the Pontus Euxinus, near the entrance. of the’ Bofphorus; they area 
fomewhat lefs than a league diftant from each other, and the imaginary line 
that divides Europe from Afia pafles between them. ; 

CYCLADES. A clufter of iflands in the Aigean fea, fo called: from 
refpecting Delos as their centre, though far from being accurately »fo. 
They were originally twelve, afterwards feveral more were accounted to 
them. The twelve, according to Strabo, were Ceos, Cythnus, Seriphus, 
Melus, Siphnus, Cimolus, Naxus,, Parus, Syrus, Myconus, Tenus, 
Andrus. . 

CYPRUS. A large ifland, fituated in the angle formed by the jun@ion 
of the peninfula of Afia with the continent ; furrounded by the Aigyptian - 
and Pamphylian feas, and the gulf of Iflus ; oppofite to Cilicia on the north, 
and to Syria on the eaft. | 

CYRENE... The capitalof the Cyrenaic region on the coaft of Africa, 
about ten miles inland from the town of Apollonia, which was its port; faid 
to have been founded by Battus, who conduéted a colony from Thera, an 
ifland in the Cretan fea, belonging to Laconia. 

CYROPOLIS. | A town on the Cafpian fea, in the north-weftern part of 
Media. 
_CYRTA. An inland town of Numidia Proper, a little to the eaft of the 
river Ampfaga. 

CYRTEA. 
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CYRTAA. Spoken of by Ctefias, (in Perf. c. 39,) as mors ev 1p 
spudpa Saracen erg nv urepwpioey Aplakepine MeyabuCov. 

CYRUS. A large river paffing through Iberia and Albania, and falling 
into the Cafpian fea. 

CYTHERA. An ifland ipaanell from Malea, the fouthern promontory 
of Laconia, by a channel about five miles wide, of great importance to 


Sparta from its excellent: harbour near the town of Scandza, where they had 
a garrifon and an arfenal. 


' D 

_ DAMASCUS. The I of Syria, fituated near the fource eof the 
Ghaylorshoassi in Gatlefyria Proper. 

DELOS.. Vide Cycuabes. ; 

DELPHI. An inland town in Phocis, about’ ten miles from the fea, 
fituated on the afcent of the mountain Parnaffus. 

DER... A village in Meffenia. 

DODONA. .A town of Epirus on the’ confines of Moloflis and Thef- 
protia, attributed fometimes to the one, fometimes to the other. 

DOLOPIA. A: diftri& of 'Theffaly, according to Homer and Strabo, 
north-weft of Pthia; there is alfo a Dolopia ‘mentioned by Thucydides, 


under Mount Pindus, on the confines of Epirus, near the fource of the 
Achelous. 


tae DORIS. A Grecian ftate, a {mall ws diftrit, fituated at the foot of ? 


the mountains Pindus and Oa, and between the rivers Achelous and Pindus. 
It contained the four towns of Erineus, Bojum, Pindus, and Cytinium, 
called the Dorica Tetrapolis. 

DORIS. A peninfula of Caria, extending where it joins the continent 


from Halicarnaffus. to Caunus; both of which are.contained within it, ac- 
cording to Ptolemy. 


E 


ECBATANA. The metropolis of Media, faid to, have been built. by 
Semiramis, enlarged and fortified by Dejoces, and, after having fallen into 
decay, reftored by Seleucus. . 
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ECBATANA. Pliny fpeaks of a town of this name m Perfia, inhabited by 
the Magi, and transferred with its inhabitants, to the hill. country: by Darius, 

EION. A city of Thrace, at the mouth vof :the: eaftetn’ branch of the 
river Strymon. 

ELATEA.. The largeft town am x) Phocis; at | Teaft ie next in fize to 
Delphi. The Cephiflus flowed through it. 

‘ELBO.. An ifland in the fens of Aigypt, ten feaalipt i circumference, 
faid to have been formed with mud and cinders, which the fubjeéts of ‘the 
blind king Anyfis, who fupplied him with food during his fifty years con- 
cealment, conveyed thither fecretly at his requeft. The fucceffors of Anyfis 
endeavoured in vain to find this ifland, but it was difcovered above ‘feven 
hundred and fifty years afterwards by Amyrtecus,: and ferved him as‘a place ~ 
of refuge, after his unfuccefsful attempt to déliver “his country from the 
dominion of Artaxerxes Longimanus. 

ELEPHANTINE. Vide Hevpr. ts 

ELEUSIS. A town on the Cephifus between Athens. and Megara, 
where was the famous temple of: mis an which the ni ape eri 
were celebrated. 

ELIS. ‘A ftate in the Piloponinfie sii the Ionian fea on’ the wel, 
Achaia on the north, Areadia on'the eaft, Meffenia on the fouth. 

EPHESUS. A magnificent town of Ionia near the mouth of the Cayfter, 
faid to have been founded by the Amazons. Herodotus attribtites it to 
Lydia, either ’becaufe Tonia had ‘been fubject to'the kings of ‘Lydia, ot be- 
caufe Lydia Proper had extended ‘to’the ‘fea befote an ‘Tonian colony took 
pofleffion of the coaft. ‘The fuperb temple of ‘Diana ftood between 
town and the port. 

EPHYRA. The antient name 6f Corinth.’ 

EPHYRA. © ‘The ‘name’ of-a town, ‘called’ alfo ge Be m paula: 
near the mouth of the river Acheron. 

EPIDAMNUS. The firft town in that part of Illyria hice being civi- 
lifed by the admixture of Grecian colonies, was called Grecian Illyria, and 


-éxtended along the coaft ‘between Barbaric a and Epirus, a Epi. 


damnus to Aulon inclufive. 


EPI- 


GEOGRAPHICAL INDEX. 


EPIDAURUS. A town of Argolis, on the coaft of the Saronic gulf, 
celebrated for the worfhip and temple of Efculapius. 

EPIDAURUS. A town of Dalmatia, on the coaft of the Adriatic fea, 
oppofite the ifland of Corcyra nigra. 

ERETRIA. A very antient and opulent town on the weftern fide of 
the ifland of Eubeea, next in fize to Chalcis. 

ETHIOPIA. Under this name was comprehended the whole breadth 
of Africa, to the fouth of A®gypt, and of the Libyan defart. It was diftin- 
guifhed into Ethiopia above Agypt, Weftern Ethiopia, and Interior Ethiopia. 
‘The firft extended from Syene along the fhores of the Arabian gulf and the 
Indian ocean, ‘as far as the promontory of Prafium in fouth latitude, and weft- 
ward of the Nile to the frontier of the Interior Libya and the Garamantes. 
Weitern Ethiopia lay on the Atlantic ocean, from feven or eight degrees 
north of the equator, to an undefined diftance fouth of it. A vaft unexplored 
country between thefe was called by the general name of Interior Ethiopia. 


EUBG@A. ‘An ifland divided by a very narrow {treight from the coatts , 


of Attica, Boeotia, and Locris; about an hundred and fifty miles in length, 
and forty in breadth where it. is wideft; terminated at the fouthern end by 
the promontory Gereeftus, which points towards Attica, and Caphareus, which 
points towards the Hellefpont; at the northern end, by the promontories 
Cenzeum and Artemifium. : 

EULZUS. A river that rifes in Media, flows in a fouth-wefterly direc- 
tion through Sufiana, and encircles the walls of Sufa. ‘It falls. into the 
Perfian gulf to the eaftward of the mouth of the Tigris, and is thought, on 
good grounds, to be the fame with the Choafpes. 

EUPHRATES. A large river, which paffes through the ridge of Mount 
Taurus to the weftward of the town of Edeffa, and after a courfe, for the 
moft part foutherly, through Mefopotamia, Babylonia, and Chaldza, receives 
the Tigris, and falls into the Perfian gulf. Its channel, before it reaches the 
pafs of the ‘Taurus, is differently laid down by Strabo, Ptolemy, Pliny, and 
Mela. It is agreed that it rifes in the Greater Armenia, but fome place'its 
fource immediately behind the ridge of the Taurus, and fuppofe it to take a 
wefterly courfe, following that of the mountain, till, meeting with a barrier, 

it 
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GEOGRAPHICAL INDEX. 


it is turned fouthward, and forces its way through the pafs. Others fay that 
it rifes in the northern part of Armenia, and, after a wefterly courfe of fome 
length, turns to the fouth long before it reaches Mount Taurus. As it is 
compofed, like the Nile, of a numerous. aflemblage of ftreams, and does not 
take the name of Euphrates till it reaches Edefla, it is poffible that different 
geographers, who have traced its courfe on the north fide of Taurus; have 
fixed on different {treams as the original river. 

EUROPUS. A town on the eaftern bank of the Axius, on the confines 
of Mygdonia and Pelagonia. 

EUROTAS._ A river, the fource of which is on the eaftern fide of the 
town of Afea in Arcadia. It flows fouth-eaftward through Laconia, paffes 
on the eaft fide of Sparta, and falls into the Laconic gulf, oppofite the ifland 
of Crane. 


G 


GAB. A town of Perfia on the borders of Carmania, and oné of the 
royal refidences, fituated about twenty-five miles from the fea, on’ the river 
Granis or Bagrada. 

GAZA. A town of Gabaza, a diftri&t of Sogdiana, sates the Oxus 
and Jaxartes, or Tanais. 

GRANIS. Vide Gazz. 

GRESTONIA. A diftri€t annexed to Macedon By conqueft, to the 
northward of Mygdonia and Pelagonia. 

GYGES. Lake of; adjoining to the fepulchre of Krioae the father of _ 
Crcefus, and diftant about five miles from Sardis. 


H 

HZEMUS. A vaft ridge of mountains, extending from the frontiers of 
Illyricum to the Pontus Euxinus, and dividing Thrace from, the Lower 
Meefia; fome points of it are faid to be fo high that both the Adriatic and 

Euxine feas may be feen from them. 
HALICARNASSUS. The principal town of Caria, within the pe- 
ninfula of Doris; faid to have been founded by a colony from Trzzen 
in 


GEOGRAPHICAL INDEX: XXXV 


in Argolis, under the conduct of Anthes, or his fon Aetius, celebrated for 
its opulence, its port and citadel, and for containing the tomb of Maufolus.: 

HALYS. The largeft river of Afia Minor; its’ fource isin the fouth- 
weftern part of Cappadocia, and its courfe north-wefterly to the Euxine 
fea, dividing Galatia and Paphlagonia from Cappadocia and Pontus. 

HELIOPOLIS. A town in the Lower Egypt, fouth-eaft of the vertex of 
the Delta, celebrated for its temple of the Sun, and for the worfhip of the ox 
Mnevis. 

HELIOPOLIS. A town in the north-weft part of Czlefyria Proper, near 
the fource of the Orontes. 

HELLESPONT. A ftreight which feparates Afia from Europe, and 
conneéts the /Zgean fea with the Propontis. About the middle of it, on 
the European fide, ftood Seftus, and, at the entrance of the Propontis, Calli- - 

polis. On the Afiatic fide, oppofite to thefe refpettively, were the towns of 
; Abydus and Lampfacus. 

HELOS. A maritime town of Laconia, near the mouth of the Eurotas. 

It was taken by the Spartans, and its inhabitants were made flaves to the 


0, 


Spartan community, principally for the purpofes of agriculture. The name 
of Helot was afterwards extended to other captives who were reduced to the 
fame condition, particularly the Meffenians. 

HERACLEA. A town in the territory of the Trachinii, a people of 
Pthiotis, built by a colony from Lacedemon in the courfe of the Peloponne- 
fian war. It ftood on the north fide of the Spercheus, about two miles and 
a half from the fea. The Lacedemonians alfo formed docks in its neighbour- 
hood, juft at the entrance of the pafs of Thermopyle, and oppofite Cenzum, 
the north weftern promontory of Eubcea. 

HERACLEA. A townin Lucania, on the northern fide of the mouth of 
the river Aciris, which falls into the bay of Tarentum. 

HERCYNA is faid to have been a nymph, from whofe hands a goofe 
efcaped, while fhe was playing with Proferpine in the grove of ‘Trophonius ; 
the bird took fhelter under a {tone in a cavern; on moving the ftone, water 
burft out from two fources, and formed a ftream, which was called Hercyna, 
from the name of the nymph; the fources were named, one, the Fountain 
of Memory, the other of Oblivion. ' 
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GEOGRAPHICAL INDEX. 


HERMOPOLIS. The name of two cities in Agypt, diflinguifhed by the 
appellation of Great and Small; the former, in the Heptanomis, at fome dif- 
tance from the weftern bank of the Nile, gives its name to the Hermopolitic 
nome; the latter is in Lower Egypt, on the weftern fide of the Canopic 
branch. 

HYMETTUS. A mountain of Attica, near Athens, celebrated for its 
honey, and for quarries of the fineft marble. | 

HYRCANIA. A province of the Perfian empire, extending along the 
coaft of the Cafpian or Hyrcanian fea, from Media weftward to the Oxus. 
Bounded on the fouth by Parthia, on the eaft by Margiana. | 


I 


IDOMENE, or IDOMENZ. The name of a town in Amathia, on the 
northern bank of the Axius: alfo of two hillocks, with a narrow pals be- 
tween them. | 

IDUMA PROPER. A diftri& of Arabia Petrea, extending north- 
ward to the countries of Moab and Judea. During the captivity of the 
Jews, the Idumzeans pofleffed themfelves of the country between the Medi- 
terranean and the lake Afphaltites, as high as Hebron, which from, thence is 
fometimes called the Upper Idumzea. 

ILISSUS. A river of Attica, which paffes on the eaftern fide of Athens, 
and having joined the Eridanus, which paffes on the weftern fide, a little 
below the town, falls into the Saronic gulf between Munychia and Pha- 
lerum. 

INDIA. A country in Afia of great extent, divided into India within the 
Ganges, and India beyond the Ganges. The former, according to Ptolemy, 
is bounded by the country of the Paropamifadz, Arachofia, and Gedrofia 
on the weft, the mountain Imaus on the north, the Ganges on the eaft, and 
the Indian ocean on the fouth. Other geographers make the river Indus 
the weftern boundary. The latter has the Ganges on the weft, Seythia and 
Serica on the north, the region of the Sinz on the eaft, and the Indian 
ocean on the fouth. / 

INDUS. A river which rifes in the mountain Paropamifus, receives 
nineteen other {treams, and flows with a fouth-welt courfe to the Indian oceam 

IONIA. 


20 SD "900, SD 9009, "09g, D "0g, "09g, DS *%09, "0, GD" g, "99g, B00. S89, "999, 


GEOGRAPHICAL INDEX, 


IONIA. A Grecian colony on the coaft of Afia Minor, comprehending 
alfo the iflands of Samos and Chios, and containing twelve confiderable 
towns, of which Phoczea is the northernmoft, and Miletus the fouthernmoft. 
Ptolemy confines it within the rivers Hermus and Meander. 

IRE. A maritime town of Meffenia, on the confines of Laconia, called 
afterwards Abia. 

ITHACA. An ifland in the Ionian fea, between Cephalenia and the 
coaft of AStolia. | 

ITHOME. A mountain of Meffenia, faid to have received its name from 
one of the nurfes of Jupiter. Alfo a town of the fame name near the 
foot of the mountain, deftroyed by the Spartans in the twenty-fourth Olym- 
piad, but afterwards rebuilt. When the Meffenian exiles were reftored by 
Epaminondas, the new metropolis, Meflene, feems to have been built on 
the fite of Ithome, or adjoining to it, and the two towns to have been inclofed 
by a common wall. A part of the mountain was alfo taken in, and formed 
into a citadel like the Acrocorinthus. 

JUDZA. Ufed in an extended fenfe for the whole of Paleftine, and 
bounded on the weft by the eaftern extremity of the Mediterranean fea, on 
the north by Syria, on the eaft by Czelefyria, on the fouth by Arabia Petrzea, 


L 


-LACED/AEMON. The metropolis of ee on the weftern fide of 
the Eurotas. 

LACONIA. A ftate in the Peloponnefus, bounded on the weft by Mef- 
fenia, on the north by Arcadia and Argolis, on the eaft by the Sinus Argo- 
licus, on the fouth by the Sinus Laconicus. It extends along the. coaft from 
Prafize to the promontory of Tzenarus. 

LAMPSACUS. A town on the Afiatic fide of the Hellefpont, at the 
entrance of the Propontis. | 

LATMOS. A town and mountain on the coaft of Caria according to 


Ptolemy, of Ionia according to others, it being north of Miletus. The town 
was afterwards called Heraclea. ‘ 


LEBADEA, or LEBADIA. A town of Beeotia on the confines of 
Phocis, where was the oracis of Trophonius. 


VOE, I. € LECHZAUM. 
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LECHZUM.. Vide CorinTH. 

LEONTINI, or LEONTIUM. A town on the eaftern fide of Sicily near 
the fea, between Syracufe and Catana. 

LESBOS. An ifland near the coaft of Afia Minor, inhabited by the 
Z£olians, and faid to be named from Lefbus, a grandfon of Alolus. 

LEUCADIA. A peninfula of Acarnania in the time of Homer, and 
probably as late as the Peloponnefian war; afterwards made an ifland by 


cutting through the ifthmus. 

LOCRIS. A diftri& of Greece divided by the mountain Parnaffus into 
Hither Locris, or the country of the Locri Ozole, between tolia and 
Phocis, and Farther Locris, which extends to Thermopyle and along the 
Euripus of Eubcea. ‘This latter is fubdivided into the country of the Locri 


Opuntii along the Euripus, and the Locrii Epicnemidii, more northward, near 
the mountain Cnemis. 

LYDIA PROPER, antiently called Mzonia. A country of Afia Minor, 
bounded by Ionia on the weft, Myfia on the north, Phrygia on the eaft, and 


ee 


Caria on the fouth. Under this name are fometimes comprehended the 
whole dominions of Croefus, which extended to the Halys: 


M 


MACEDONIA. Upper Macedonia was a mountainous country inhabited 
by numerous tribes, of which the Lynceftz and Elimiote were the moft 
powerful ; but the others, though allies and fubordinate to thefe, had each a 
feparate government. Lower Macedonia, to the eaft of the former, was 
fubje&t to kings.of Argive extraction, who at firft fled thither for an afylum, 
and gradually ufurped the fovereignty. They foon extended their dominions 
to the fea, by the conqueft of Pieria and Bottiaea ; they alfo poffeffed them- 
felves of a narrow tr act of Pzonia along the Axius, of Mygdonia from the 
Axius to the Strymon, of Edonia,  Eordia, and Almopia, Anthemus, 
Greftonia, and Bifaltia; all of which, as it accrued, they comprehended 
under the general name of Macedonia. The country, therefore, had Upper 
Macedonia on the weft, beyond which was Illyria, mount Hzmus, and the 
Strymon on the north, the Chalcidic region and Thermaic gulf on the 
eaft, and Theffaly on the fouth. cs 

3 MAG. 
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GEOGRAPHICAL INDEX, 


MAGDOLUM.. The name of two towns in Egypt, one on the weftern 
fide of the Arabian gulf not far from the extremity of it, the other a little 
to the fouth of Pelufium. 

MAGNESIA. <A peninfula between the gulfs of Therma and Pagafa, 
fubject to Theffaly, and bounded by it on the weftern fide. 

MALEA. A promontory at the fouthern end of the ifland of Lefbos. 

MARATHON. One of the Ano: of Attica to the north-eaft of Athens, 
near the fhore of the Euripus. 

MEDIA. A large country in Afia, bounded on the weft by the Greater 
Armenia, on the north by the Cafpii Cadufii and the Cafpian Sea, on the 
eaft by Hyrcania and Na on the fouth by Perfia, Sufiana, and part of 
Affyria. 

MEGARIS. A fmall {tate of Greece on the Saronic gulf, between the 
Athenian and Corinthian territories. 

MELOS. Vide Cycuapgs, 

MEMPHIS. A large and populous town of Egypt, on the weftern fide 
of the Nile in the Heptanomis, not far from the vertex of the Delta. | 

MENDES. A town in the Delta, near the Mendefian mouth of the 
Nile, to which it gives its name. 

MESSENIA. A ftate.of the Peloponnefus, extending along the coait 
from the promontory of Tzenarus to the town of Cypariffa, and bounded by 
Laconia, Arcadia, and Elis. 

MESSANA. A town in Sicily, fituated on the ftreight which divides it 
from Italy ; fo called from the Meffenians who fettled there, when they were 
expelled from their own country by the Spartans. The antient name was 
Zancle, from the Sicilian word ZalxAos, a fickle, which it refembled in its form. 

ee rue A papi eraule town on the eaftern fide of the ifland of 
Lefbos. 

MILETUS. The moft confiderable town of Ionia, on he aeisheee of 
Caria, celebrated for the number of its colonies, and for an oracular temple 
of Apollo. 

MITYLENE. he capital of Lefbos, near the promontory Malia, 

MOLYCRIA.. A fmall town in Atolia, a little to the weft of the promon- 
tory Antirrhium, at the entrance of the Corinthian gulf. 
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GEOGRAPHICAL INDEX. 


MUNYCHIA. A port belonging to Athens, fmaller than the Pireeeus, 
and fituated between the Pirzeeus and the mouth of the Iliffus. 

MYCALE. A promontory of Ionia, oppofite the fouth-eaftern point 
of the ifland of Samos, from which itis divided by a narrow ftreight. 

MYCENZE. Was the capital of Argolis in the time of the Trojan war ; 
afterwards it went gradually to decay, and the lateft mention of it is in 
Polybius’s account of the war with Nabis, tyrant of Sparta. When Strabo 
wrote, no veltige of it was remaining. 


MYGDONIA. Vide Maceponia. 


N 


NAUPACTUS. The frontier town of A‘tolia, towards the Locri Ozolz, 
on the Corinthian gulf. It derived its name from the fhips that were con- 
ftructed there. 

NEMEA. A river which feparated the territories of Sicyon and Corinth. 
Near its fource was a town of the fame name, in the territory of Argolis. . 

NISA. A town in Lycia, near the fource of the Xanthus. 

NIS ZA. The port of Megara, at a little more than two miles diftance, 
and connected with it by long walls. : 

NISAZAN PLAINS. An extenfive tract of level country eaft of Ecba- 
tana, towards the Portee Cafpize, famous for its breed of horfes. 

NYSA. An inland town of Lydia, between the Cayfter and Meander. 

NYSA. The fabulous birth-place of Bacchus. Its fituation doubtful ; faid 
by Diodorus, in one place, to be between Phcoenice and the Nile ;_ in another, 
to be in Arabia Felix, near the Egyptian frontier. 


O 


CENOE. A fortified frontier town of Attica, towards Boeotia, near the 
fource of the Eridanus. 

(ETA. A ridge of mountains dividing Theffaly from Doris and Locris. 

OLPA. <A town of Acarnania, on the Sinus. Ambracius, about three 
miles from Argos Amphilochicum. 

OLYMPIA. A grove and temple of Jupiter in Pifatis, a diftri&t of Elis. 
There was probably a town of the fame name near the grove, built not far — 

from 
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from the fite of a more antient one called Pifa, which had been deftroyed 
by the Eleans. Some, however, deny the exiftence of fuch a town as Pifa, 
and fay the diftric&t received its name from a fountain called Pifa near 
Olympia. . 

OLYNTHUS. The moft confiderable town in the Regio Chalcidice, 
fituated juft on the outfide of the ifthmus of Pallene. 

ORONTES. A mountain in the northern part of Media. 


P 


PACTOLUS. A river of Lydia, which rifes in mount Tmolus, and 
paffing by Sardes falls into the Hermus, which difcharges itfelf into the 
fEgean fea between Phocza and Smyrna. 

PALLACOPAS. A channel derived from that branch of the Euphrates 
which paffes through Babylon. It commences about an hundred miles below 
the city, and is continued along the level country of Chaldza towards the 
confines of Arabia Deferta, forming a number of fmall lakes in its courfe, 
in one of which it terminates. 

PAMPHYLIA. A diftrict in the peninfula of Afia, bounded on the 
fouth by the Mediterranean, along the coaft of which it extends from Olbia 
inclufive to the river Melas, by Lycia in the weft, Pifidia and [fauria on the 
north, Cilicia on the eaft. iat 

PARNASSUS. A mountain in Phocis. 

PAROS. Vide CycLanves. 

PARTHIA. A country of Afia, bounded by Media and Perfia on the 
weft, Carmania on the fouth, Aria on the eaft, Hyrcania on the north. 

PASARGADA. An antient royal refidence in Perfia, on the river 
Cyrus. 

PATRZ. A town in Achaia, on the coaft of the Ionian fea, a little 
fouth of the entrance of the Corinthian gulf. 

PAGZ. A town in the mountainous part of Megaris, near the confines 
of Beeotia, and juft at the entrance of the ifthmus of Corinth. 

PELASGIOTIS. ‘The third region of Theffaly, fo called from its antient 
inhabitants the Pelafgi, bounded by Theffaliotis on the north, Pthiotis on the 
fouth, Magnefia on the eaft. 

PELLA. 


xii 


= 


- = 


Pg ea Baa 
= ——__ ===, ae 


FERS 


2 


rai, 
4 


000g, B00, B89. D9, BD Mg, D0, D 00, D “0, 


t 
{ 
| 
\ 
\ 
} 
: 
: 
if 
| 


S*0,, 


B"°%e, 


SS 


: aa 
% 
Fy 


~~ 


1) 
1h RB) 
t 


= 4 as a am —~ ate =a el 95. Gra, Gas 
- Bee ID" Fe 80S "000, “00, S000 "005. S "00. "000. D"0 00 S000 D002 D0 on D000, S00 P00 S50 SS 
hl Le — = — ie 


GEOGRAPHICAL INDEX. 


PELLA. A town on the confines of Emathia and Bottiea, the refidence 
of the kings of Macedon. It was fituated on a fmall eminence furrounded 
by deep lakes and moraffes, in the neareft of which rofe a ftrong citadel, that 
at a diftance appeared to be part of the town, and was connected with it by 
a bridge over the Axius, which flowed between the walls of the town and 
citadel, and made the latter equally fecure as a fortrefs or as a prifon. 

PELOPONNESUS. A peninfula joined ta the continent of Greece by 
the ifthmus of Corinth, and containing within the ifthmus the ftates of 
Achaia, Elis, Meffenia, Laconia, and Argolis on the coaft, and Arcadia in 
the centre. 

PELUSIUM. A large fortified town in Egypt, on the eaftern fide of the 
Pelufiac mouth of the Nile, about two miles and a half from the fea. 

PERRHA‘BI. A tribe who formed a fettlement in the maritime part of 
Theffaly, from the Enipeus eaftward, to the mouth of the Peneus, and from 
thence along the coaft to the mountains Offa and Pelion, within the 
peninfula of Magnefia. Some of them alfo extended north of the Peneus, 
as far as Mount Olympus. Being expelled from thence by the Lapithee, 
they retired weftward, and took refuge on Mount Pindus, and along the 
confines of the Dolopians, Athamanians, and /®tolians. 

PERSEPOLIS. The metropolis of Perfia Proper; anda royal refidence, 
fituated on the eaftern fide of the Araxes. 

PERSIA PROPER. Bounded by Elymais on the weft, from which it is 

feparated by the Pafitigris or Orontes, by Media on the north, Carmania on 
the eaft, and the Perfian Gulf on the fouth. On the land fide it is furrounded 
by high mountains, and acceflible only by narrow pafles through them, of 
which the moft remarkable are thofe which communicate with Sufiana, near 
the fource of the Pafitigris, called indifferently Pyle Perfides and Pylee 
Sufides. 
_ PHALERUM. One of the Attick Anjo: a little to the eaft of the mouth 
of the Iliffus ; the principal port and naval arfenal of Athens before the con- 
ftruction of the Piraeus by Themiftocles : it was conneéted with Athens by 
long walls. | 

PHASIS. A large river which rifes on the borders of Armenia, and 
flows through the country of Colchis,. firft in a northerly, then in a wefterly 
direction: it falls into the eaftern extremity of the Pontus Euxinus. 


PHILZ. 
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GEOGRAPHICAL INDEX. 


PHILA. An ifland in the Nile, containing a town of the fame name, 


the fouthernmoft in Egypt, about twelve miles within the tropic. The 


leffer cataract is between the iflands of Philze and Elephantine. 

.PHOCIS. A ftate of Greece, bounded by Locris, Boeotia, and the Co- 
rinthian. Gulf; its territory extended antiently to the coaft of the Eubcean 
Sea, a narrow tract of it pafling between the Locri Epicnemidii and the 
Locri Opuntil. . 

PHCENICE. A country extending along the eaftern coaft of the Me- 
diterranean, bounded on the north by the north-weftern part of Syria, af- 
terwards called Seleucis and Antiochene, by Ccelefyria on the eaft, and by 
Paleeftine on the fouth. 

PHRYGIA. Vide Asia Minor. 

PHTHIOTIS. The fouthernmoft of the four divifions of Theflaly, 
extending weftward to Mount Pindus and the territory of the Dolopians, and 
eaftward to the fea between the Sinus Pegalzus and the Sinus Maliacus; 
bounded by Pelafgiotis on the north, and the ridge of Mount Gta on the 
fouth. 

PIRAZEUS. One of the Attick Ano: to the weft of the mouth of the 
lliffus, and of Munychia ; lefs convenient for a naval arfenal than Phalerum, 
in refpect of its diftance from the-city, which was confiderably greater ; but 
this difadvantage was compenfated by the contiguity of three fmall natural 
bays, which Themiftocles enclofed and fortified, and conneéted the whole 
with the city by long walls. 

PIRENE, Vide AcrocorinTHUS. 

PISA. Vide Otympta. 

PLATA, or PLATA. A town of Beeotia, near the fort of Mount 
Cithzron, and on the fouth fide of the Afopas. It was on the confines of 
Attica and Megaris, and adjoining to the road from Thebes to Athens and 
Megara. . 

PORTUS ALBUS. A port of Upper Egypt on the Arabian Gulf, about 
two degrees north of the tropic. 

PORTUS ITAMUS. A port of Arabia Felix on the Perfian Gulf, 
a little fouth of the ridge of mountains which feparates Arabia Felix from 
Arabia Deferta. 


POTIDZEA. 
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POTIDA. An opulent town on the peninfula of the ifthmus of 


Pallene. 
PYLUS. A maritime town in the fouth-weft part of Meffenia, near the 


foot of the mountain Aigaleus. 


R 


RHEGIUM. A town and promontory at the fouthern extremity of 
Italy, on the ftreight which divides it from Sicily. The town was built 
foon after the taking of Ira or Eira by the Lacedzemonians, by a colony com- 
pofed of Meffenians and Chalcidians from EFuboea, and named Rhegium 
from the tradition that the continent and the ifland of Sicily had been vio- 
lently broken afunder. 

RHIUM. A promontory (called alfo Drepanum, from being curved 
inwards in the form of a fickle) on the coaft of Achaia, at the entrance of 
the Corinthian Gulf; there was a town of the fame name immediately 
behind it. The oppofite promontory on the coaft of AXtolia was called 
Antirrhium, and the ftreight between them not quite a mile wide. 

RHODES. A confiderable ifland on the fouthern coaft of Afia Minor, 
oppofite the coafts of Caria and Lycia; its metropolis, built on the eaftern 
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fide of the ifland during the Pelopponefian war, bore the fame name. 
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SABZEA. A diftridt of confiderable extent in the fouth-weft part of 
Arabia Felix, extending to the Arabian Gulf and Indian Ocean. : 
SAIS. A confiderable town in the Delta, once the metropolis of Lower 


éEgypt, fituated about midway between the two weftern branches of the Nile. 

SALAMIS. An ifland about nine or ten miles in length in the Sinus 
Saronicus, oppofite Eleufis. | 

SAMOS. An ifland near the coaft of Ionia, oppofite to the promontory 
Mycale, and to Ephefus. 

SAMOTHRACE. An ifland diftant about thirty-eight miles from the 
coaft of ‘Thrace, oppofite to the mouths of the Hebrus. It was antiently 
called Samos, which fignifies height, probably from the great height of 
one of its mountains, from the top of which Ida and Troy were vifible, and 
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GEOGRAPHICAL INDEX 


the epithet Thracian was added for the purpofe of diftinction. It contained 
a temple equally celebrated with that of Eleufis for its myfteries, and con- 
fidered as a moft facred afylum. 


SARDES. The capital of Lydia, on the Pactolus, near the foot of the 
mountain Tmolus. 


SCYRUS. An ifland in the Agean fea, oppofite the middle of the eaftern 
fide of Eubcea. 

SCYTHIA. An undefined tract of country, comprifing all the northern 
part of Afia from the Palus, Moceotis, and the river Tanais eaftward, to the 
country of the Ceres, or, including thefe, to the Eaftern Ocean; and ex- 
tending in latitude from the Hyperborean Ocean to the northern fhores of 
the Euxine and Cafpian Seas, the Jaxartes, and the chain of mountains that 
form the northern boundary of India. 

SERBON, or SERBONIS. A lake in Agypt, towards the confines of 
Palzeftine, about twenty-five miles in length, narrow, and very deep. It runs 
parallel to the fea at about fix miles diftance, and communicates with it by 
a narrow outlet at the weftern end, called Ecregma, which paffes near the 
foot of Mount Cafius. 

SICILY. The largeft ifland in the Mediterranean, feparated from Italy 
by a very narrow ftreight ; of a triangular form, with a promontory at each 
angle, Pelorus towards Italy, Pachynus towards Greece, Lilybeum towards 
Africa. ; 

SICYONIA. A {mall ftate in the Peloponnefus, bounded by Achaia, 
Argolis, and the territory of Corinth. 

SIDON. A very antient and opulent commercial town on the coaft of 
Pheenice, about thirty miles north of Tyre. 

SIGEUM. A promontory, town, and naval arfenal in Troas, near the 
entrance of the Hellefpont. 

SMYRNA. A confiderable town on the coaft of Ionia, founded by a 
colony of Ephefians, who themfelves were originally called Smyrneans. It 
{tood a little fouth of the mouth of the Hermus, and its walls were wathed 
by the Meles, near the fource of which was a cavern, where Homer is faid 
to have compofed his poems. 


VOL. I. tan oe SOGDIANA. 


_xly 


885, 


oe %Se —~ 
%% —— $05, 


ep 


Bites “US eee : 
_— “85. Ce, GOs. GS 
S005. BD 59 &] “05, —] “C0.S = 


Y= a ~" . 8, — Eom —~ ae = cat ra Oem Pte) ¥ (am, By ene "Ga, © mee en 
og. D co BD 0,909 D100, S990, DH “0, SD "0g, B05, TF "000, D $809, D900. 90 B80, GD 0, 0c, an 0D) 00,8 
c= | | 


| aw CEOGRAPHICAL INDEX. 


SOGDIANA. A region of Afia, feparated from Scythia by the Jaxartes, 
and from Baétria by the Oxus; its eaftern and weftern boundaries are lefs 
certain. 

SPARTA. ‘The original name of the metropolis of Laconia, the other 


| ii name, Lacedamon, taken from the country, being of a later date. 
i. SPARTOLUS. <A town of the Bottizans, who, after their expulfion from 
| ti Bottizea by the Macedonians, eftablifhed themfelves on the confines of the Regio 


i Chalcidice, a part of Thrace, peopled for the moft part by Grecian colonies. 
ve y STRYMON. A river whofe fources are in Mount Pangeeus in Thrace. 
i The upper part of its courfe feparated Thrace from Macedonia ; the lower 
(perhaps from the divifion of the ftream at Amphipolis) was entirely in 
Thrace, between the Regio Chalcidice and Edonis. 

SUNIUM. A town and promontory of Attica, at the entrance of the 


a 


Saronic gulf. 

SUSA. ‘The metropolis of Sufiana, on the Eulzeus or Choafpes, a royal 
refidence, faid to have been built by Tithonus, or rather by his fon Memnon, 
and to have been reftored by Darius the fon of Hyftafpes. 

SYBARIS. A town of Lucania, between the rivers Sybaris and Crathis, 
founded, about the year of Rome thirty-four, by a colony of Achzans and Tree- 
zenians; having grown very populous, opulent, and luxurious, it was conquered 
and razed to the ground by the Crotonians about the time of the expulfion of 
the Tarquins. ‘The remnant and defcendants of its inhabitants, affifted by fome 
‘Theffalians, rebuilt it about fifty-eight years afterwards, but in fix years it 
was again deftroyed by the jealoufy of the Crotonians. The Sybarites once 
more, with the afliftance of colonifts from various parts of Greece, but parti- 
cularly from Athens and Sparta, built a new town, by the advice of an oracle, 
at a little diftance from the fite of the former, round the fountain Thuria, 
whence it was called Thurium. Soon after the old inhabitants arrogating 
an exclufive title to honors and magiftracy, though very unequal in ftrength 
to their new aflociates, were completely exterminated by them. Factions 
prevailed among thefe alfo, in confequence of their different origin, and, after 


the defeat of the Athenians in Sicily, their party was expelled by that of the 
Lacedzemonians. ; 
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GEOGRAPHICAL INDEX. 


SYENE. Vide Ecypr. 

SYRACUSE. large and powerful town on the eaftern fide of Sicily, 
which, befides a harbour on the north fide of it, called Portus Trogiliorum, 
contained two which it almoft furrounded, called the Great Harbour, and 
the Portus Laccius. Thefe were feparated by the ifland Ortygia, which was 
confidered as one of the quarters of the town, being fully built, peopled, and 
fortified, and joined to the main land by a bridge over a narrow channel that 
connetted the interior part of the Portus Laccius with the Great Harbour- 
North of the fmall harbour lay the quarter called Acradina, much fuperior 
to the reft in fize, ftrength, and fplendor ; a complete town in itfelf, and 
fortified on every fide. The two harbours wafhed its walls on the fouth, 
the Mare Siculum on the eaft, and the Portus Trogiliorum on the north. 
It was feparated from Tycha bya {trong rampart. Tycha was fo called from 
an old temple of Fortune, and, though much fmaller, was completely fortified 
like Acradina, from which it extended weftward, a little inclining to the 
north. South of Tycha, and fmaller ftill, was the fourth quarter, called 
‘Temenites, from a ftatue of Apollo Temenites. It was afterwards enlarged 
and called Neapolis. North-weft of the town was an eminence which com- 
manded it, called Epipolz, afterwards inclofed within the walls to ferve as a 
citadel, but not inhabited. 

SYRIA. The limits of this country, laid down in one place by Strabo, 
are Cilicia and mount Amanus on the north, the Euphrates and the Scenite 
Arabians on the eaft, Arabia Petraea and Agypt to the fouth. This defcrip- 
tion includes Phcenice and Paleftine. 

SYRUS. Vide CycuapEs. 


T 


TANAGRA. A town of Beeotia, not far from the fhore of the Euripus. 
‘ TANAIS. A river of Sarmatia, which rifes in the Riphean mountains, 
and after a long courfe eaftward, turns to the fouth, and returning as far 
weltward, falls into the Palus Mzotis; the lower part of its courfe divides 
Europe from Afia. 
TAOCE. A town and promontory of Perfia on the Perfian gulf. 
i TARSUS. 
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Swit GEOGRAPHICAL INDEX. 
TARSUS. A confiderable town of Cilicia Campeftris, on the river 
Cydnus. 
TENEDOS. <A {mall ifland ie the coaft of the Hellefpontian 
Phrygia. 


TENTYRA. A town in Thebais, on the weftern fide of the Nile. 

TEOS. An antient town with a harbour, at the fouth-weft angle of the 
peninfula of Ionia. 

THEBES. Afterwards called Diofpolis Magna, the rticevaps of the 
Thebais. ‘The town itfelf was on the eaftern or Arabian bank of the Nile, 
but the Memnonium, which was confidered as belonging to it, on the 
Libyan. 

THEBES. The moft confiderable town in Boeotia, on the Ifmenus; the 
citadel, which was more antient than the other parts of it, was built by Cad- 
mus, and retained the name of Cadmea. 

THESSALY. The moft northern ftate of Greece, extending on the 
eaftern fide from Thermopyle to the mouth of the Peneus, on the fouth 
under the ridge of mount Cita to mount Pindus, on the weft along the 
frontiers of Athamania, Perrhebia, and part of Epirus, on the north to 
Macedonia. 
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THERMOPYL. A very narrow pafs, with {teep mountains on one 
hand, and the fea on the other, leading from Theflaly into Phocis and 
Beeotia. 

THORICUS. <A Azyos belonging to the tribe Acamanthis. 

THRACE. <A region bounded on the north by the ridges of mount 
Hamus, and extending from thence along the fhores of the Euxine, the 
Propontis, and Aigean, as far as the gulf of Torone. 

THURIUM. Vide Syzaris. 

TIBER. A river of Italy, which rifes on the weftern fide of the Apen- 
nines, feparates Etruria from Umbria, the country of the Sabines and 
Latium, and having paffed through Rome, Seana itfelf by two mouths 
into the Mare Tyrrhenum. 

TIGRIS. A large river of Afia, the fource of which is at Elegoline #4 in 
the level country of the Greater Armenia. It flows at firft very flowly, and 
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GEOGRAPHICAL INDEX, 


is called Diglito : afterwards becoming rapid, it affumes the name of Tigris, 
or the Arrow; having reached the mountain Taurus or Niphates, it is loft 
in fubterraneous paflages, and emerging on the other fide of the mountain, 
forms the eaftern boundary of Mefopotamia and Babylonia; at the fouthern 
extremity of which it joins the Euphrates, and falls ‘with it into the Perfian 
Gulf. Some geographers confider the place where it emerges as the original 
fource of the river. 

TMOLUS. A mountain and town of Lydia near Sardes. 

TRAEZEN, or TRGEZENE. A town at the eaftern extremity of Ar- 
golis, near the Scyllzan promontory. 

TROY, or ILIUM. A town in the Hellefpontian Phrygia. 

TYRE. A very powerful commercial town, on a fmall ifland, almoft 
contiguous to the coaft of Phoenice. It was founded by the Sidonians, and 
{tood originally on the fhore of the continent, a little fouth of the ifland, on 
which it is fuppofed to have been rebuilt, after the deftruction of the former 
town by the Affyrians. 


Z 


ZACYNTHUS. An ifland in the Ionian Sea, oppofite the coaft of Elis, 
and peopled by a colony from Achaia. 

ZELEIA. The name of two towns, one in Troas near the foot of mount 
Ida, on the banks of the /Efepus, the othér in Pontus, on the river Lycus,,. 
and on the confines of the Leffler Armenia. 
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Firft Year of the Peloponnefian War. 
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I, CLEANDER ¢o Gosryas, chief /cribe to ARTAXERXES king of Perfia. 
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refiding there. The preparations for war. The furprife of Platzea by 
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LETTER 
III. CLeanpER fo ARTAPHERNES, governor of Sardis. 


The war declared. A lift of the land and naval forces of Athens. The 
Peloponnefian army in full. march for Attica. The inhabitants of the 
country removed into the city. Reafons for that meafure, and the in- 
conveniencies of it. ~ ~ =, - Page 6 


IV. CLeanpER to Mecasyzus, one of the feven counfellors of fiate to the 
king of Perfia, and general of bis army, 


The fecret caufes of the war explained at large, and the character and 
conduct of Pericies difcuffed. - - ° 8 


V. CLeanvER fo Hypaspss, firft chamberlain to the king of Perfia. 


The different manners of Greece and Afia defcribed. - “ II 


VI. Gosryas fo CLEANDER. 


CLEANDER’s diligence and behaviour approved by the Perfian council. Re- 
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VII. Hypasrezs to CLEANDER. 


The marriage of ARAsPEs and ARAMINTA at the court of Ecbatana. The 
character of OrsaMEs, a young nobleman, who is juft fetting out upon 
his travels. 5 > ee a ~ 1g 


VIII. CLEANDER to GoBRYAS. 


Invafion of Attica by the Peloponnefians. The Athenians, by the advice of 
PericLes, keep within their walls. The murmurs of the oppofite party at 
thisconduct. A fleet fent out to ravage the enemy’s coafts. - 19 
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ATHENIAN LETTERS: 
OR THE 
EPISTOLARY CORRESPONDENCE 
OF 


An AGENT or tue KING or PERSIA, 


Refiding at Aruens during the Petoponnesian War. 
A. M. 3573. 2d Year of the 87th Olympiad. 
The firft Year of the Peloponnefian War. 


Li Bay Back ped Rysick. 


.CLEANDER to GosryAs, Chief Scribe to Artaxerxes King of Perfia. 


THINK it my duty to give you an account, of my fafe ar- 

rival at Athens, by the firft fhip that fails for Ephefus. My 
. brother the merchant will.take care to convey my letters 
fafely to ARTAPHERNES, the governor of Sardis, who, I fuppofe, 
has received orders to fend. them immediately by expreffes to court. 
As lam hardly fettled in this place, and have juft gone through the 
formalities, which are requifite for all ftrangers to comply with, who 
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intend to fettle at Athens, (as being admitted by the Areopagitic coun- 
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ahh es cil, entered ina public regifter, and choofing a patron,) I can only pre- 
L_—,-—— tend to give fuch accounts of the prefent ftate of affairs, as are founded 
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on the common reports of the city. The Perfian council muft al- 
ready have been informed, that all things have long carried the ap- 
pearance of a war between Athens and Lacedemon, upon pretence 
of injuries done by the former, to the allies of the latter. _ Ifhall lay 
before thee a fhort view of the rife of thefe differences, and the height 
to which they are now arrived. ‘The Corcyreans being engaged ina 
quarrel with the Corinthians about Epidamnus, a colony of the former 
on the coaft of Ilyrium, unable alone to make head againft them, 
fent a deputation to defire an alliance with Athens. Their requeft was 
ftrongly oppofed by the embafladors of Corinth; and the people in 
the firft aflembly determined againft the Corcyreans, but changed their 
opinion in the fecond by the advice of PERICLES, and voted that a 
league fhould be concluded with them. In purfuance of it they fent 
to their affiftance ten gallies, with orders that they fhould only pro- 
te& the pofleffions of Corcyra, without attacking the Corinthians. 
Thefe gallies were foon after engaged ina naval fight, where each party 
laid claim to the advantage; and atthe fame time Potidea, a tributary 
city of the Athenians in Thrace, revolted again{ft them, under pre- 
tence that they had impofed hard conditions upon them. Corinth, 
its mother-city, fent troops to its relief againft the Athenian army, 
which laid fiege to it; and at the fame time difpatched a folemn em- 
baffy to Lacedzmon in conjunétion with their allies, complaining that 
the Athenians had broken the treaties, by affifting the Corcyreans, and 
interdi@ting all commerce with the Megareans. The Lacedzmonians, 
hurried on by the violent advices of SrHeNeLArDAs, the Ephorus, 
refolved after a long debate, notwithftanding the remonftrances of 
their king ARcHiDAMUS, that the Athenians had violated the 
leagues. In confequence of this vote they demanded of them to raife 
the fiege of Potidea, and repeal the decree againft Megara. The 

2 Athenians 
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Athenians declared their readinefsto make many of the conceflions LETT" 
required, provided fimilar ones were made on the fide of Sparta Or tO. env 


fubmit every point in difpute to any impartial tribunal; concluding 
with a refolution, (even if thefe pacific overtures were rejected,) not 
to commence hoftilities, but to defend themfelves vigoroufly if they 
were attacked. I think this fummary neceflary, noble icribe, not to 
inform you, who have already received information of thefe events, 
but to give the better connection to the fequel of my difpatches. It 
is now generally agreed, that an open rupture will fhortly enfue ; for 
advice arrived here laft night from Platea,.a town of Boeotia, and an 
ally of this ftate, that the Thebans, who with the reft of Peloponnefus 
fide with Lacedemon, had by treafon gained admiflion into the 
place, and kept poffeffion fome little time; but the citizens taking ad- 
vantage of the night, fell upon and cut off the whole party, except 
200, who were taken prifoners. ‘The people this very day in an ex- 
traordinary affembly decreed, that a fupply of troops and provifions 
fhould forthwith be fent thither; and that meffengers fhould be dif- 
patched to all their allies, with the news of what has paffed, and with 
orders to haften their warlike preparations. Areportis current, that 
_ the Spartans and their allies are aflembling their forces at the [fthmus 
of Corinth. I find the opinions of the people various about the true 
fprings of this war. The party in oppofition to PericxEs fcruple not 
to fay, that no other reafon can be given for it but his perfonal intereft, 
which engages him to fet Greece ina flame, that the Athenians may 
be lefs at leifure to examine his condud, particularly with regard to 
the public accounts, and be obliged through the neceflity of affairs to 
commit themfelves to his management. Libels and {fatires are dif- 
perfed againft him with great boldnefs, and at theatrical reprefentations 
he is reproached to his face in the vileft accufations and moft {curri- 
lous language. All thefe injuries he bears with admirable temper. 
Indeed fuch is the natural inconftancy and impatience of the Athe- 
nians, that in cafe.of any fignal ill-fuccefs, or inconvenience from 
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4 ATHENIAN LETTERS. 


a the prefent meafures, he will run the utmoft hazard of lofing the 

fgets power and influence he now enjoys.  Itis befides alledged with good 
reafon, that thefe divifions in Greece will give great advantage to 
Perfia, which will never fail to encourage them by playing off one 
fide againft the other, till both are reduced fo low, that our mighty 
monarch may take ample revenge for the battle of Salamis, and the 
inglorious peace with Cimon. The friends of PerrcyeEs are not lefé 
induftrious in juftifying him; but I own, were I a Grecian, I fhould 
exceedingly lament thefe unhappy quarrels, of which no one can 
poilibly fee the confequences; or rather, if they continue, the event 
cannot but be detrimental to the common intereft of Greece. 


Thou art happy, illuftrious minifter, in depending, not upon the 
uncertain pleafure of a mutinous and inconftant people, but the will 
of a wife and beneficent prince, who meafures the counfels of his 
fervants, not by their fuccefs, but their intrinfic goodnefs; and whofe 
prudent conduct, infpired by the great ORoMAsDEs, is able to allay 
the rude clamours of faction, and fuffers nothing to be heard through 
the wide empire of Perfia, but the ftill {mall voice of peace and una- 
nimity. 

From Athens. a 3 


Te Re eke ae 


CLEANDER ¢o Hippias his Brother, a Merchant at Ephefus, 


HAVE enclofed in your packet a’ letter to GosryAs, which 
you muft tranfmit to the fatrap ARTAPHERNES, and at the fame 
time excufe my not writing to him upon account of the hurry Iam 
in at prefent, which will not permit me to think of any thing, but 
the neceflary bufinefs of my employment, till I am a little {ettled. 


Our 
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Our voyage from Ephefus was very profperous, and my curiofity BETES 
increafed the nearer I drew toa city, which is renowned through the Ue-—_ew) 


world for the wifdom of its laws, the many eminent perfons it hath 
produced, the magnificence of its buildings, and the ftop it has fo 
often put to the utmoft efforts of the Perfian empire; fo that it may 
properly enough be ftiled the barrier of Greece. The entrance into 
the harbour of Pireus ftrikes one with aftonifhment; the vaft 
number of fhips, both for trade and war, which are continually 
lying there; the face of bufinefs which appears in the workmen at 
the dock; and the crowds of merchants, and of naval officers, pafling 
every moment between the haven and the city, form a very grand 
and a very pleafing {pectacle to a ftranger. One can no longer 
wonder, that a ftate, where fuch a fpirit of induftry and freedom 
prevails, though under the difadvantage of a craggy, unfruitful, and 
narrow territory, fhould eclipfe monarchies of fifty times its extent, 
where the labour of the people waftes itfelf in cultivating the arts 
of luxury; and the higheft ambition amongft them is, who fhall be 
the meaneft flave to the fovereign. I have made choice of your old 
acquaintance and hoft, PHILEMON, to be my patron; he feems to 
be a true republican, and a man of great honour and probity. His 
advice will be of ufe to me, with regard to my behaviour here; 
and his knowledge and experience will greatly aflift me in my in- 
quiries into the conftitution and affairs of Athens. As this fhip 
carries you letters from your correfpondents in this place, I shall 
add nothing of the news ftirring here at prefent; and only recom- 
mend it ‘to you, to take care of the fpeedy conveyance of my dif- 
patches and remittances. In the midft of that hurry of mercantile 
bufinefs, which renders you the greateft merchant of the Perfian 
empire, and a more ufeful fubject to your king than the wealthieft 
and proudeft fatrap, beftow fome moments in thinking of your bro- 
ther ; who, though placed in a hazardous and important fituation, 
remote 
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6 ATHENIAN LETTERS. 


LETTER remote from his family and friends, will ever preferve the tendereft 
bey regards for your welfare and profperity. Whilft I watch over the 
motions of Greece, and, like a fentinel, foretel the approach of every 


: Fe ae IER. La 


danger to my country, do you perform a far greater fervice to it, 


—— 


by exporting all thofe coftly vanities, and that oftentatious mag- 


\ nificence, which have enervated the degenerate pofterity of CyRus. 
: Adieu. 
From Athens. P. 


DAE SEs SIRS Saas 


CLEANDER fo ARTAPHERNES, the Governor of Sardis. 


s my family and myfelf have been always honoured with your 

proteGtion, and as you firft recommended me to the Perfian 
court for this employment; there is no one who has a better right 
to be informed of the fteps I take, and the intelligence I receive. 
You may acquaint GoBRyAs in your next letters, that war is at 
laft declared between the two famous republics, Athens and Lace- 
demon. This ftate, by the inftigation of PERicLEs, refufed to 
admit a herald, who was fent by ARCHIDAMUS, king of Sparta, to 
offer the laft terms upon which peace would be concluded. We 
expect every day to hear, that the army of the allies, which confifts 
of fixty thoufand men, is in full march for the frontiers of Attica. 
A few days ago exact lifts of the land and naval forces of Athens 
were laid before an aflembly of the people. The troops of various 
kinds defigned for the land fervice amount to 31,800 men; but their 
fleet, upon which they principally depend, may be eafily completed 
to 300 galleys; with part of which they intend to guard their own 
coaft, and to ravage thofe of their enemies; and with the reft to 
raife contributions from their allies for the fervice of the war. 
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ATHENIAN LETTERS. 


The generality of people here were very eager in promoting 
fuch meafures as had an immediate tendency to bring ona war; but 
they muft foon begin to feel the inconveniencies of one. PERICLES 
has declared, that they will never carry it on with any profpect of 
fuccefs, unlefs they rely entirely on their fleet ; fince their land army 
is not ftrong enough to keep the field againft the united force of 
Peloponnefus. He has farther told them, that they muft abandon 
and lay wafte the country about Athens, in order to deprive the 
enemies of fubfiftence, during the time of their invafion. In con- 
fequence of his advice, the town is filling daily with vaft numbers 
out of the country, who have deftroyed their houfes, tranfported 
their cattle and goods into the neighbouring iflands, and are come to 
feek a lodging in the houfes of their friends and relations. But the 
greateft part of the multitude muft take up their quarters in the 
empty places of the city, and even in the temples. This removal, 
though complied with, is very inconvenient and difagreeable to many 
families; who, after having lived quietly in the country ever fince 
the Perfian invafion, and followed the innocent occupations of a 
rural life, are now obliged to leave their paternal feats and houfehold 
gods, and to exchange repofe and peace, for arms, hurry, and 
fatigue. However, this meafure, though it appears hard, is very 
neceflary ; for as there is no town in Attica, except Athens, large 
enough to receive the inhabitants of the country, they would, 
if they continued there, be expofed to the difmal alternative of 
falling by the fword of the enemy, or of feeing their pofleffions 
ruined, and themfelves made captives. PERiIcLEs, like a wife 
ftatefman, defpifes the murmurs of his opponents; and well un- 
derftanding where the true ftrength of his country lies, is haften- 
ing the equipment of a large {quadron, which I hear is intended to 
lay wa{te Peloponnefus, and oblige the allies, either to keep their 
forces at home for the defence of their coafts, or retire out of the 
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LETTER Athenian territories upon the firft news of their own being invaded, 
L/——) Solemn facrifices have been offered at the fhrines of all their gods, 
and particularly at that of MrNnERvVA, the patronefs of Athens, for 
protection again{t the attempts of their enemies. But you know, 
noble fatrap, that the great OROMAsDES vouchfafes not his affiftance 
to thofe who make the moft coftly oblations, but to thofe who ad- 
drefs him with the pureft intentions. If this war has been under- 
taken in fupport of the honour and independence of Athens, what 


can be a more proper ftep than to appeal to the juftice of providence ? 
But if it owes its rife to motives of ambition, not of fafety ; of in- 
tereft, not injuries; do not they deferve the fevereft punifhments, 
who call down the vengeance of their gods on others, whilft them- 
{elves are really the offenders? Ought not thofe miferies, to which 


they devote their neighbours, to fall with double weight upon their 
own heads? Adieu. P, 
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CLEANDER ¢o Mecasyzus, one of the feven Counfellors of State to 
the King of Perfia, and General of his Army. 


y letters to the Perfian minifters have. given early and faithful - 

accounts of the opening of the prefent war, and the fteps which 
have been hitherto taken by each party. But I know your penetrating 
eyes not contented with furveying the outward appearances of things; 
your curiofity invites you, and your fagacity enables you, “to fearch 
into the moft refined fecrets of policy, to examine the conftitutions of 
different f{tates, and, from the natural difpofitions of the people and 
the tempers of their rulers, to divine their future condua&. The 


refult of thefe inquiries is applied to the honour of your mafter, and 
the fervice of his people. 
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fent to conclude that inglorious peace with Athens, after the vic- es 
tories of Cimon, you foretold, that if we would let the Greeks ee, 
aione, they would deftroy themfelves. The prophecy is at laft ful- 
filled; the chief ftates of Greece, headed by Athens and Lacede- 
mon, have begun a war, which, according to all appearances, will 
be long, bloody, and a&tive. Ambition and refentment equally in- 
flame both parties: the Athenians contend for the prefervation of 
the authority they poffefs; the Lacedemonians for the recovery of 
that which they formerly enjoyed. The naval force of the one will 
for the prefent turn the fcale of the war generally in their favour; 
the indefatigable induftry of the other may, in a courfe of years, 
incline it to themfelves. The luxury and licentioufnefs, which be- 
gin to corrupt the ancient fimplicity of Athens, may in time damp 
the efforts of her ambition; the patience and difcipline of Lacedzx- 
mon will make amends for what they want in vivacity and addrefs. 
However fatal the effects of thefe civil difcords may prove.to Greece, 
Perfia has reafon to rejoice at them; it will be her part to add per- 
petual fuel to the flame already kindled, with fupplies of men and 
money to the weakeft. By purfuing fuch meafures, the great king, 
from being contemned and ridiculed by every petty republic, will 
become courted and efteemed by the greateft. That refpe€t, which 
in the times of THEMISTOCLES they would not have fhewn to his 
facred perfon, they will now pay more obfequioufly to the meaneft 
of his fatraps; and the Perfians, from being ftiled barbarians, will 
be efteemed by the party they affift as the deliverers of Greece. 


"Se, 
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PERICLES is the great conductor of the war; but whether he 
promotes it through a regard for the interefts of his country, or of 
himfelf, is uncertain. I have already mentioned the accufations of 
his enemies, who attribute it wholly to motives of the latter fort. 


I can only add, that I am informed, that before my arrival, im- 
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10 ATHENIAN E-EMaar  &. 


ede peachments were brought againft feveral of his friends, as PHipDIAs, 
ieeyaned Aspasra, and ANAXAGORAS; nor had he any reafon to boaft of 
fuccefs in bringing them off. The ftatuary was unjuftly condemned ; 
the lady’s acquittal he procured by tears and earneft fupplications to 
her judges; and the philofopher he was obliged to fend out of the 
town. ‘The oppofite party, to harrafs him farther, obtained a de- 
cree, that he fhould produce exaét accounts of the public monies 
which had been laid out by his direCtion. Thefe circumftances 
being put together, I think it not improbable, that he has fallen in 
with the difpofitions for war, in order to difpel thofe clouds of en- 
mity and malice, by finding his reftlefs countrymen more import- 
ant occupations. But he will never let them manage it as they 
pleafe ; and whilft he continues in power, peace or war will be de- 
termined, not by the votes of a headftrong multitude, but the calm 
refolves of his own prudence and deep penetration. Such is the 
influence which his great abilities, particularly his mafterly talent of 


{peaking, give him, over a people the moft difficult of all others to be 
controuled or contradi€ted. Another part of his condu&t, which con- 
tributes not a little to eftablith his authority, is, that every body knows, 
though the whole revenues of Athens have pafled many years through 


i 


his hands, he has fpent them all in rendering his native country the 
envy and admiration of ftrangers, by the magnificence of its build- 
ings, without improving in the leaft his own paternal inheritance. | 
Forgive, faze Mrecasysus, the length of this difpatch, and at- 
tribute it to my defire of obeying your commands with exactnefs, 


erence mein amet aterm tie 
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May you always continue a fupport and fafeguard to the throne 
of your prince; may you no more experience the adverfities of 
fortune, and the ficklenefs of court favour; but long enjoy without 
envy thofe high offices and dignities, to which your paft fervices and 
merits fo juftly entitle you. Adieu. 

From Athens. | P, 
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CLEANDER éo Hypaspes, firft Chamberlain to the King of Perfia. 


T has proved the moft difagreeable circumftance of my employ- Eos 
ment, that I have not yet been able to write to my friends; who, Uw 
I hope, do not imagine, that becaufe I have refided a few months 
at Athens, I have quite forgotten the relation I bear to Perfia; or 
that becaufe I am engaged in the offices of a political life, I there- 
fore intend to difregard thofe of the focial. To deal frankly with 
you, though you are a courtier, I thought it my duty to prefer bufinefs 
of a public nature, to amufements of a private one; and to make my 
employment fit eafy upon me by a little praétice, before I turned 
my thoughts another way. And befides, I was not inclined to fend 
imperfect accounts of a nation, whilft I was a ftranger to it: fuch 
a proceeding would have been difingenuous and ridiculous. The 
firft queftion you would probably have me refolve, is, what pe- 
culiar difference I find in the manners of Greece and Perfia ; fince 
cuftom has placed as many marks of diftinGion in the civil manners 
_ of every nation, as Providence has difplayed in the natural bodies of 
each individual. I will tell you, then, a Perfian would find nothing 
more furprifing, than the unbounded freedom of a@tion and con- 
verfation which reigns here. The counfels of the great king are 
impenetrable; we difcover nothing of them till they take effea ; 
whilft here every meafure is known long before it is put in exe- 
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cution, and canvaffed with as much liberty in common converfation, 
as in the aflemblies of the people. We approach our mighty mo- 
narch with poftures of adoration, and addrefs him in language 
which is ufed to the Deity. At Athens the magiftrates are diftin- 
guifhed more by being virulently abufed, than by any mark of 
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LET TER authority. Pzricres himfelf is fure to be the object aimed at 
Lame by every one, who writes either fcandalous libels to be difperfed 
about the city, or performances defigned for public reprefentation. 
The actors themfelves fometimes appear upon the ftage in mafks, 
which are made exactly to refemble the face of the perfon ridiculed. 
The Perfian magnificence appears moft at their entertainments; the 
Athenian, at their folemn feftivals. The Afiatic feafts are remark- 


SS Ss SS SSS 


able for the vaft quantities of provifions, the coftlinefs of the prepa- 


rations, and the fumptuous furniture; the chief recommendation 


of a Greek one is, the elegance and variety of the converfation, 
which induced an Athenian to make this obfervation ; “* Our enter- 


“‘ tainments not only. pleafe, when we give them, but the day 
“ after.” The Afiatic tafte and grandeur appear in the palaces of 
their princes and fatraps; the Grecian in the temples of their gods, 
and the public buildings. Not a nobleman in Perfia but fhews his 
rank by the richnefs of his drefs, and the number of his attendants; 
whereas here you cannot diftinguith a citizen from a flave by his 


habit ; and the wealthieft Athenian, the moft confiderable perfon in 
the city, is not afhamed to go to market himfelf. In Perfia the eyes 
of all are turned toward the fovereign, and they regulate their con- 
du€& by his: in the free republics of Greece the people are king, 
and refemble other monarchs in their bad qualities more than in 
their good ones; for they are fickle and imperious, fevere and obfti- 
nate. I have in this letter juft fketched the great outlines, which 
mark the difference of manners between Greece and Afia: I may 
perhaps give the picture a few more touches, if it appears that 
what I have already performed has afforded entertainment. I defire 
you would not fail to fend me the chit-chat of the court, and the 
news ftirring in the centre of the empire. Confider, to a man em- 
ployed abroad, the moft trifling occurrences, which turn his thoughts 
to his country and friends, are interefting. Iwifh youlength of days 
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ATHENIAN LETTERS. 13 


in the poft you at prefent poffefs, fince you have gained the ear of LETTER 
your fovereign without flattery, and can amufe him, without liften- --——~ 
ing for materials to the idle ftories of flanderers and tale-bearers. 
Farewell. . | | 

From Athens, | Ue 


Papepepiper ayy: 


Gosryas, Chief Scribe to ARTAXERXES King of Perfia, Zo 
-CLEANDER at Athens. 


a Ress diligence in fending fpeedy advices, and thy judgment 

in choofing fuch as are material and interefting, have met 
with deferved approbation at the Perfian court. Thy letters are 
ordered by the council to be depofited in the archives of the 
empire ; and the great fovereign of the Eaft himfelf has deigned to 
caft a gracious eye on the labours of his fervant, to exprefs the 
fatisfaction they have given him, and to affure you of his royal 
favour; an honour, CLEANDER, which I know will infpire thee 
with induftry, to undergo the difficulties of thy employment; 
with refolution, to confront the dangers of it; and with zeal to 


ferve a prince, whofe benign influence (like that of the radiant 


Mithras) extends to every part of his empire, and makes itfelf felt 
by the meaneft flave who approaches it. - The contents of thy 
difpatches afford pleafure to every Perfian. ARIMANIUS dooms the 
fons of Greece to irrefiftible perdition ; he inflames their minds with 
civil difcord ; and turns the weapons, which were fharpened againft 
us, into their own bofoms. O may this accurfed being, the origin of 
ill, fatiated with the misfortunes that have befallen the kingdom of 


Cyrus, exert for the future his baneful power amongtt our enemies; 


and not only arm Greece againft itfelf, but inftil the venom of fedition 
and 
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to ane difcontent into each particular ftate! I fee by your letters, that 
t—————J._ a confiderable party in Athens are engaged in a warm oppofition to 
the meafures of PERIcLEs; and no doubt the courfe of a long and 
expenfive war will afford them many opportunities to ruin his credit 


with the people. You cannot perform a more important fervice, 


than by encouraging any project to diftrefs him; for I with no 
worfe to Athens, than that he may experience the fortune of THE- 
MISTOCLES, and find like him that efteem and kindnefs amongtt 
ftrangers which his ungrateful countrymen refufe him. However, 


Tor 


~ SRS 


all the inftrutions of this nature muft be left to your own difcretion, 
as you are upon the fpot, and have better lights to condu& yourfelf 


by, than any you can receive from hence. Fail not to intermix your 
hiftorical difpatches with accounts of the conftitutions of the dif- 
ferent governments of ‘Greece, the difpofitions and cuftoms of the 
people, and the characters of the ruling men. I forefee, that the 
part we fhall be obliged to take in their affairs will make fuch in- 


formations abfolutely neceflary ; and bring us into a more familiar 


acquaintance with the nations amongft whom yourefide. I dare fay, 
thou always beareft in mind the importance of the truft repofed in 
thee; and the fubmiffion and readinefs, with which it is thy duty to 
receive and execute the orders of the monarch of Afia, whofe power 
of rewarding his faithful fervants is equalled by nothing, but the 
bounty which he difplays in doing it. 
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HyYDASPES fo CLEANDER. 
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HY curious and difcerning eye, which dwells not upon fuper- LETTER 
e e s VI e 
ficial matters or common occurrences, but pries intothe more ~~. y 


hidden fprings of political meafures and fecret reafons of ftate, en- 
ables thee to be eminently ferviceable to the minifters of our mighty 
empire: and thou faileft not to entertain thy friends with novelties 
relating to the conftitution of thofe republics, which are eftablifhed 
upon a plan of government fo different from ours. But the more 
eagerly thy epiftles are here received on thefe accounts, the greater 
difficulty doft thou impofe upon thy friends to find any thing worth 
fending thee in return. As to what relates more particularly to thy 
inftructions, it belongs only to the fecretaries and great counfellors 
of our awful monarch to correfpond with thee; and any thing far- 
ther of the politics or intrigues of this court thou canft not expect 
from them who are but rarely admitted into the cabinet. But 
fince, as you obferve, the moft trivial cancerns are in fome fort inte- 
refting to one in your circumftances, from a place which he efteems 
his home, I will write, if it be but upon trifles, that have nothing 
further to recommend them, than that they travel fo far, and that 
they are fent from the court of Ecbatana. The plague, which had 
caufed fo great a mortality in Perfia, and had long caft a damp upon 
all the gaieties of our court, is nearly over in thefe parts. And 
though fuch public calamities, while they laft, or are juft frefh upon 
the minds of men, tend naturally to occafion ferioufnefs, and to 
give the moft carelefs a fhort interval of fober thinking, yet we too 
commonly find, that they are no fooner removed, than the impref- 
fion of them begins to wear off; and thofe who had of late but 

narrowly 
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LE - i - i 
ee narrowly efcaped the danger, return only with a keener appetite to 


Layee their former pleafures. And thusI may fay it happens at this time ; 


never was the court of Perfia more fplendid; never did extrava- 
gancies in drefs and gallantry run higher. The fafhions indeed, 
which fo univerfally prevail among us, we know, were of Median 
original, and had their rife firft in this place, before it became the 
metropolis of united kingdoms, and whilft the Medes and Perfians 
were a feparate people. But though compared with the Perfian. 
plainnefs in the reign of Cyrus, the Medes might then feem ad- 


— 
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vanced to the firft pitch of luxury; yet pofterity have fo well im- 


proved upon them, that old Astyaczs himfelf, with his politeft 
courtiers, would now make an awkward appearance at Ecbatana. We 


have here lately folemnized the nuptials of the great fatrap of Bac- 
tria, ARAsPES, with ARTAMINTA, daughter of the governor of 
Sardis, who is efteemed one of the firft beauties of this court, and 
is a reigning favourite of the emprefs; and for the greater mag- 


nificence, the ceremony was performed in the royal gardens. And 
as if the natural beauties of the place in this delightful feafon had 
not been enough to have charmed every fenfe, a pompous colonnade, 
of a ftupendous height, was erected in the middle of a fpacious 
lawn. Through this the company were conducted to a ftately pavi- 
lion, that afcended by feveral fteps, covered over with a canopy of 
the richeft embroidery of gold and filver, and a thicket of bloffoming 
ereens furrounded it *, when the embowering fhades alone would for- 
merly have been thought upon any occafion the moft agreeable fhelter 
from the noon-day heat. Upon a fofa of ftate, at the upper end, fat 
the fupreme monarch of the Eaft ; and on another his confort by him: 
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@ little lower the nuptial rites were celebrated, and the happy yh ee R 
ARASPES joined his hands with the beauteous ARTAMINTA.. The —~——w 
other moft diftinguifhed fatraps ftcod about the throne, and the reft 
of the gaudy retinue attended at an humbler diftance below. The 
company afterwards adjourned into another part of the gardens, 
where with equal fplendor the nuptial feaft was prepared. I thall 
not attempt to defcribe the luxurious dainties that were ferved up, 
neither fhall I attempt to fet forth the fumptuous finery of thofe who 
adorned tke nuptials; nor canft thou take any pleafure in hearing, 
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that the youth of Perfia, upon whom depend our hopes of main- 


taining the monarchy of the world, fhould be * more exact in per- 


fuming their hair, curling it in ringlets, and enlivening their com- 
plexion with artificial wafhes, than the fofteft even of the female 
fex. Amongft thofe who made the moft gallant appearance, was 
the young Orsames, the fon of ArTmUs, prefident of the tri- 


bunal of juftice, and a relation of ARTAMINTA. His drefs indeed 


was extremely rich, and fuitable to the occafion; but the unaffected 


graces of his perfon, which owe nothing to the difguife of art, 
made him appear with a manly eafe in every motion, that, as it 
turns our efteem upon him, makes the effeminate airs of the reft 
appear more ridiculous. He feems by nature and inclination to be 


formed to virtue, and has acquired all thofe noble accomplifhments, 
for which the Perfian education was fo famed of old: and with a 


Ee 


laudable thirft after knowledge and improvement, he defires to ac- 
quaint himfelf with the arts, learning, and policy of other countries. 
He is therefore fetting out upon the tour of Egypt and Greece; and 
waited only for thefe nuptials to be over before he went. To fa- 
tisfy your curiofity and his own, he defires by me to be recom- 
mended to you, having a defign to correfpond with you from dif- 
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LETTER tant parts, and will take pleafure to be inftructed by your letters in 
i_—.—J the manners and cuftoms of Greece before he arrives there. But I 
muft not omit to inform you how the grand folemnity ended: after 


St ee ee F 


the banquet was over, when the cool and pleafant time of the even~ 
ing came on, the artificial mufic, which had for a while given place 
to the fweeter harmony of ten thoufand nightingales, that warble 
through thofe groves, and whofe notes upon this occafion feemed 
infpired with a more ravifhing melody, ftruck up at once from all 
the various inftruments of found in full concert. ‘The company 
was then difperfed through different walks, that all centered upon 
the pavilion, where the great monarch, his queen, with the other 
chief fatraps, fat to enjoy the fweets of the evening. When the 
twilight had now given place to the darker fhades of night, in 
an inftant the gloom was difperfed, and it feemed as if a whole 


ers firmament of ftars had fhot up among the trees to renew at once 
lf their intermingled lights, and rival the blaze of day. The birds 
? were awakened by the deceit, and began again their enchanting 
nm) {trains more fweetly than when the early beams of MiTuRAS are 
i firft difplayed from behind the curtains of the eaft. The nuptial 
1 @ hymn compofed by the Mage Tuiamrs was fung by fix comely 
| Fi youths, and as many blooming virgins clad in white, and the happy 
7 pair were conducted to the genial bed, 

1 From Ecbatana. de 
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ATHENIAN LETTERS. 


TE ers Rev itl 


CLEANDER fo Gopryas, Chief Scribe to ARTAXERXES King of 
Perfia. 


¥g 


I RECEIVED thy difpatch with due reverence; I kiffed the royal LETTER 
fignet, and bowed my head in token of fubmiffion to the com- eget, 


mands of the fovereign of the Eaft, tranfmitted by his faithful mi- 
nifter. Thy commendations, illuftrious fcribe, are of more value in 
my fight, than all the treafures of Afia; and I look upon the gracious 
acceptance which the mighty ARTAXERXES vouchfafes my fervices, 
as a nobler reward, than if he beftowed on me the moft potent 
fatrapy in the whole Perfian empire. Since my _laft letters, the war 
has been carried on with greater preparation than effect; and the 
blood yet fpilt has rather ferved to exafperate both parties, than to 
cool the refentments of either. 


The army of the allies, commanded by ArncuipAmus king of 
Sparta, advanced to the frontiers of Attica, and laid fiege to Oenoe; 
but being repulfed in their attacks, they raifed the fiege, and advanced 
further into the country, till they came into an open town called 
Acharne, not fixty furlongs from Athens, where they encamped. 
The Athenians, irritated at the boldnefs of the enemy, and fenfibly 
afflicted to fee their poffeffions ruined and wafted in their fight, 
earneftly defired to fally out of their walls, and come to an engage~ 
ment; but PERICLES, withftanding both their preffing defires, and 
the fevere railleries of his enemies, who reproached him with cow- 
ardice and ftupidity, perfevered in declining fo hazardous a meafure’; 
and, like a fkilful pilate in a ftorm, relied on his own fuperior know- 
ledge and experience, without regarding the cries or menaces of the 

D 2 ignorant 
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L ee R ignorant paflengers. Indeed it is furprifing, that a fingle man fhoulé 
Lemny——et not onl, have authority enough to oppofe the unanimous opinion of 


a headftrong and mutinous people, in whofe hands the fupreme 

government is lodged ; but even to hinder any aflembly from being 

called, left in the prefent heat fome rafh refolution might be taken.. 
However, to keep up their fpirits, and divert the ftrength of the 

enemy, he fent out a f{quadron of an hundred gallies with troops on 

board, who made defcents, and ravaged the fea-coafts of Pelopon- 

nefus and Laconia; which obliged the allies, after having confumed. 
their provifions, to decamp and return home. The Athenians, as 

foon as they were retired, fet apart a thoufand talents, and an hun- 

dred gallies for their defence againft an invafion by fea; and made it 

capital for any one who fhould move to have them applied to any 

other ufe. Thou wilt have a complete furvey of the theatre of the 

war, when I tell thee that it extends as far as Thrace, where the 

Athenians are now befieging Potidza, which, at the inftigations of 
the Corinthians (their founders) and the Lacedemonians, revolted 

from them, along with Chalcis and Botiza, and were. affifted by 

Perpiccas king of Macedon. I juft now learned, that he is 

reconciled to this ftate by the mediation of Siratczs, a Thracian. 
prince; and has engaged to join with PHorMio, the Athenian ge~. 
neral, againft the Chalcideans. 
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As no.action of importance has yet happened, I will not tire thy 
patience with tedious relations of every fkirmifh and trifling event. 
It will be more ufeful to let thee into the reafons of PERICLES’s 
conduat, which may appear to deferve the name of timidity rather 
than of prudence; but he wifely confidered the extreme hazard of 
facing an enemy in the field, whofe troops were fuperior both in 
number and goodnefs to the Athenian; that a defeat would. abfo- 
lutely ruin their affairs, and that a victory would not balance, in its 

advantages,, 
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advantages, the peril that attended it; fince Peloponnefus could eafily 
have recruited the conquered army; whilft the lives of his citizens 
would be thrown away, and their attention drawn off from their 
naval ftrength to the land fervice, though their fafety depends entirely 
on cultivating the former. 


The head of the party in oppofition to him is CLEON, the fon of 


a currier, a perfon of an afluming and violent temper; rather formed 
to difturb than ferve his country; and with talents to make him a 
popular demagogue, but not a ftatefman. PERICLES has no great 
reafon to apprehend the weak attempts of a CLEON, when his power 
and influence over the Athenians has been fufficient to banifh Cimon 
and THucyDIDES, men of real abilities and integrity: the name of 
the former can never be forgotten in Perfia as long as it continues 
an empire. I am grieved to hear, that Afia, when it has fcarcely 
recovered the miferable effects of war, is depopulated by a devouring 
peftilence, whofe ravages are equally fatal, but more extenfive, and 
whofe contagion is alike dangerous to the cottage of the labourer and 
the palace of the prince. O may thefe punifhments of the gods, 
which never come undeferved, help us to throw off our luxurious 
and diffolute manners, and to refume the mafculine virtues and fim- 
plicity of the old Perfians; fince fo extenfive an inheritance, as the 
empire they tranfmitted to us, can never be preferved but by the 
fame arts that raifed it! Excufe my freedom, worthy minifter, and 
remember it is the ftrongeft proof I can give thee of my fidelity. 
Adieu. 


From Athens: Pa 
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Hippriras the Merchant to CLEANDER ai Athens. 


LETTER ip any thing, my deareft brother, could add to the pleafure of hear- 
Ge ing that you were fafely arrived at Athens, it was, that you feem 
fo fenfible of the advantages accruing to a nation from an extended 
commerce: and indeed the ftriking impreflion which the bare view 
of a crowded port affords, is ocular demonftration, and an argument 
of the moft convincing kind. I with either your fpeculative or my 
experimental knowledge may perfuade the Perfian miniftry, tHat 
nothing tends fo much as trade to the circulation of induftry, wealth, 
and happinefs through a people; that it becomes a common tie to 
conneé the diftant parts of the moft extended empire; and that, like 
veins in the natural body, it conveys life, warmth, and health, over 
the political. I found myfelf much inclined to fall into a train of 
reflections of this nature in a journey, partly of bufinefs, and partly 
of pleafure, which I took lately to Ecbatana; and I will communicate 
to you the refult of them. Three circumftances, I am _perfuaded, 
contribute to render the fine fituation of Perfia for commerce almoft 
ufelefs: one is, that in all their great naval preparations againft the 
Greeks, they have conftantly furnifhed themfelves with fhips and 
feamen from Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Cilicia, inftead of encouraging 
their natural fubjects to imitate the trading nations who are tributary 
to them, on whom the marine of the empire at prefent entirely de- 
pends. Another obftacle to trade arifes from the late treaty with 
Athens, by one article of which it is agreed, ‘ That no Perfian veffel 
“* fhall enter the feas, which extend from the Pontus Euxinus to the 
“ coaits of Pamphilia ; and that no Perfian troops fhall come within 
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*¢ three days march of thofe feas.” A third circumftance, which is oo 
the moft furprifing of all, is, that they have contrived cataracts on oa 
the Tygris and Euphrates, to break the regular courfe of the ftream, 
and to make the navigation of thofe rivers difficult. I mention this 
inftance from my own obfervation, as it fhews not only their utter 
inattention to improve their natural advantages, but, what is much 
worfe, a ftupid obftinacy to oppofe the means with which bountiful 
nature has fupplied them to facilitate the carriage of their manufac- 
tures and inland commerce. They pretend that thefe cataracts pre- 
vent the enterprifes of enemies, who might endeavour to invade 
them by coming up thefe great rivers: but I think this apprehenfion 
as vain as the precaution is abfurd; for a naval force joined to the 
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numerous land army which they keep up, would eafily defeat any 
fuch attempts. Since my abode at Ecbatana, I have frequently re- 
prefented to the minifters the advantages which muft arife to the 
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empire from deftroying them, and I hope not quite ineffeCtually. I 


affure you, Iam much pleafed to take this opportunity of falling into 
my old train of thought; for I have lately led the life of a courtier 
rather than a merchant, to which the pleafures of the place have not 
alittle invited me. The recommendations with which the governor 


of Sardis honoured me, and the friends you have here, contribute 


more to my good reception, than any merit of my own. I dare 
fay your curiofity will expeé fome account of the city where Iam; 
I fhall therefore endeavour to gratify it. 


You need not be informed that Ecbatana is the metropolis of Me- 
dia, and was anciently the feat of the Median, as it is now of the 
Perfian, monarchs. It is fituated on a rifing ground, not far from 
Mount Orontes, in a country called, for its peculiar pleafantnefs, 
“ the garden of Perfia.” 
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IX. 
——— dually rifing one above another. ‘The palace and the treafury are 


The city is contained within an enclofure of feven walls, gra- 


built within the innermoft circle of the feven, which is diftinguifhed 
from the reft by the embellifhment of a gold colouring. Ecbatana 


has the advantage of being furrounded by fpacious plains, parti- 
cularly thofe of Nyfa, where the royal ftuds of fifty thoufand horfes 
are kept. Thefe plains are bounded on one fide by Mount Orontes, 
on the other by a large foreft, amidft whofe lofty trees arife the 
country-feats of the Perfian nobility. I fhould tire thee with de- 
{cribing the folemnity of an audience of the great king; the mag~ 
nificence with which he entertains the princes of the blood and the 
great fatraps, and the pomp of his attendance, when he appears 
abroad: befides, I forget that you are no ftranger to the fplendor 
of the Afian court. As foon as it removes to Sufa, its winter refi- 
dence, I fhall return to my old fcene of life at Ephefus ; uncorrupted; 
Lhope, by the pleafures of the place, and Iam fure not infected with 
the leaft tin@ure of a courtier’s infincerity, when I affure you of my 
warmett affeCtions. Adieu. 
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ORSAMES ¢o CLEANDER. 


Epos the chamberlain having informed thee of my inten- 

tions to correfpond with thee during my travels, thou wilt not 
therefore be furprifed at receiving a letter from this place. And 
truly, though I am a ftranger to thy perfon, yet the reputation thou 
beareft here, not only for an approved capacity in bufinefs of the 
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greateft weight and importance, but for a genius of the moft refined 
caft and extenfive compafs, may well fave me the trouble of any 
apology for thus beginning an epiftolary intercourfe. I have that 
efteem for every man of diftinguifhed parts and an improved under- 
ftanding, that I would find fome way of recommending myfelf to 
fuch a perfon, though he were in the moft diftant corners of the earth *. 
The city Iam now at, which rofe upon the ruins of the ancient 
Nineveh, and was defigned as much to eclipfe that famed feat of the 
old Affyrian empire, as the glory and power of its founder did that 
of Ninus, would have engaged me to have come hither by choice, 
had it not lain fo dire& in the tour of my travels, efpecially at a 
time when the court being abfent, I can more leifurely take a furvey 
of its admirable curiofities. But Babylon need not be particularly 
defcribed to thee, who haft been perfonally thyfelf in moft of the 
noble metropolis’s. of this empire, among which the monarch of the 
world is pleafed to divide his time. Never fure was any city built 
upon a more regular and magnificent plan; never was any better 
contrived for the healthfulnefs of its numerous inhabitants; fo fpa- 
cious are the ftreets, fo large the outlets for gardens and walks of plea- 
fure in the midft of every fquare of building; befides which, the 
houfes ftand fo far afunder, that one cannot in this city ceupin of 
living more clofely, or of breathing a lefs pure air, than if one were 
placed in the midft of the country; fo truly does Pabaod reconcile 
the two contrarieties of a town and arural fituation; and thofe vaft 
plains, which were left unbuilt by the Affyrian king, are, to fpeak 
literally, a wide country, with champain, corn fields, and pafture, 
all enclofed within walls and fortrefles. By the civility of ARTABA- 
zus the governor, I was fhewn the vaft extent of this city in the moft 
convenient manner upon the walls; and for the greater eafe, we made 


# Herod. lib.i. c. 106. Ibid. c. 178. 
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a journey of two days in going round it. Could human ftrength 
have refifted the decrees of deftiny, or of that over-ruling power, 
which governs the world, and had ordained for Cyrus the eftablith- 
ment of a glorious empire, it might have been thought, that this place 
of all others was impregnable, defended with gates of brafs, and en- 
compafied with thefe ftupendous walls. But that which the Affyrian 
thought would complete the glory of his mighty works, expofed 
the city to be taken; and thofe impaflable morafles, which have 
overflooded the plains of Babylon, and fpread over an unmeafurable 
tract of land, fince the mounds of Pallacopas were blown up, upon 
Cyrus’s turning the river into it, are a lafting monument of vain 
expence, defigned to perpetuate his memory. It is reported that after 
Nasucuoprosor had finifhed thefe magnificent works *, he fore- 
{aw, to mortify his pride, and foretold by a prophetic fpirit, that 
Babylon would be taken. The famous prophecy he uttered upon 
the occafion was written by the priefts of Belus, and found long 
fince in the archives of their temple +. That famous ftru€ture was 
much damaged by Xerxes, and ftript of the rich ftatues of the 
Affyrian gods, and the facred utenfils; but the walls and towers are 
left ftanding, though not yet repaired, as was intended. My curi- 
ofity led me up one fine afternoon to the top of it; and it was with 
infinite furprize and pleafure I furveyed, in the afcent, the feene 
that prefented itfelf below. As far as the eye could reach, appeared 
the moft regular diverfity of pomp and magnificence. Here a vaft 
expanfe of palaces and ftately buildings feemed to cover the whole 
plain beneath, and to terminate the wide horizon, except where the 


* Abydenus ap. Eufeb. Prep. 1.9. c. 41. 

+ Arrian. lib. vil. dicit hoc templum a Xerxe fubverfum fuiffe, fed Herodotus 
Kerxi diu fuperftes, cum in templi hujus mentionem incidit, habet hee verba, 
Aios Bras iepov narnomvaoy, 14 ¢¢ gud t8t0 tm édv. Clio. c. 181. 
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' diftant waters of the great morafs were juft difcernible by the re- pte 
flection of the rays of the declining fun. Below me lay the remains’ H+ 


of the ancient palace, which takes up four miles in circumference ; 


and facing it, on the weftern banks of the river that fuperb new one, 


which exceeds all defcription, and ftands upon twice the compafs of 
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ground with the former. There rofe the gardens of AMyTrIs, which 


feem to hang pendulous in air; nor does the ftrength of thofe 


arches (fuch is the exquifite contrivance of the work) appear as any 
fupport to the terraces and forefts of the largeft trees that are mounted 
above them. By the time we had reached the utmoft fummit, the 
cheerful glow of the fetting fun began to grow fainter in the weftern 
clouds; but as the glorious profpe& vanifhed underneath, from the 
diftance and the dufk of the evening, another more beautiful broke 
out above in thofe myriads of twinkling lights, which diverfify the 
heavens, in the abfence of the radiant Mrruras. We were then 
got up to the obfervatory, and found the fages in aftronomy begin- 
ning their curious contemplations. They very courteoufly marked 
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out to me a fcheme of the heavens in: the heavensthemfelves. ’Tis 


"$85, S*0g, "00s, S04, "005, S604, "Mes, 


theirs to number the ftars, and know them diftin@ly by their names; 
to obferve when they rife and fet, and to reduce their greateft wan- 
derings to fixed and certain rules. Thus raifed as it were ‘betwixt 
earth and heaven, above the noife and tumult of human affairs, I 
fancied myfelf in the neighbourhood of the celeftial bodies, con- 


verfing with them, as they moved through the ferene xther in their 
filent courfes. How noble and ftupendous beyond all the mafter- 


pieces of art did nature then appear! how immenfe and aftonifhing! 
how boundlefs and infinite! The thoughts that then {welled in my 
breaft, are too big for utterance; I was dumb with rapture and 


amazement; I fell on my face and adored the everlafting Oro- 
MASDES. When compared with thefe his works, how mean are 
Ee2 the 
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LETTER the moft fplendid glories of the Perfian empire! how little and con- 
Reece temptible! they flatten---they diminifh—-they fhrink into nothing ! 


From Babylon, I. 
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CLEANDER fo OTANES, Superintendant of the Royal Palaces, &c. 


s foon as I am at leifure to turn my thoughts to any other con- 
cerns than thofe of the great king, thine (as this may ferve to 
convince thee) are the uppermoft in my mind. I have, as thou 
gaveft me in charge, applied myfelf of late to the furveying of this 
renowned city, which is divided into two parts, the upper and lower, 
The upper, which is the more ancient, and was formerly the whole 
of it, is, in its prefent grandeur, almoft entirely occupied by the 
public buildings, fuch as the citadel, the temples of the gods, and 
the courts of judicature: the lower, which is guarded by a fort called 
Munychia, is laid out in an infinite number of {treets, and commu- 
nicates with the two havens, the Piraeus and Phalereus, by two walls 
of moft amazing ftrength, and more than forty ftadiums long ; thefe 
and the citadel were built partly by Cimon, and partly by THEMr- 
STOCLES. Some here fcruple not to fay, that the-circumference of 
the whole is more than a day’s journey, and even thofe who are 
moft moderate affirm it to be above five parafangs ; and doubt- 
lefs, if one were to form a judgment of the {trength and power of 
the Athenians from the ftate and magnificence of this metropolis, it 
would furpafs all that has been reported of them. For to a Perfian 
it would feem incredible, that the capital of a people, whofe domi- 
nions exceed not in extent thofe of many an inferior fatrap in the 
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fhining court, fhould equal in dimenfions and grandeur the moft LETTER 


fumptuous of thofe where the lord of Afia deigns to refide. For b--— 


the ornamental, parts, it is chiefly indebted to the care and genius of 
PEeRIcLEs; who, with a foul grafping at and capable of executing 
all things, thought it not enough to aggrandize the ftate, except he 
fhould at the fame time adorn it equally ; not content to make it the 
moft powerful, he refolved alfo to make it the moft beautiful city in 
Greece. By the encouragement and large rewards which he offered, 
he drew together the moft celebrated artifts in each kind from all parts 
of the world: their numbers foon infpired them with an emulation 
of excelling each other; and where all were excellent, it was to lofe 
reputation to produce any thing that was not perfect in its kind. 
Hence it is, potent lord, that it exceeds all power of words to ex- 
prefs, or imagination to conceive, the beauties that are difplayed in 
fome of their principal buildings. ‘Thofe dedicated to the gods efpe- 
cially might feem not unworthy of immortal natures; there is a gran- 
deur, as well as a fimplicity, which ravifhes one at the firft fight ; 
they are all of them finifhed upon the moft exquifite models; not 
blazing indeed with gold or precious ftones, but polifhed with a care 
and delicacy, that would give value to.the meaneft materials, and 
that furpaffes the brighteft glow and the moft diverfified irradiations 
of colour. That temple in particular, which is called the Par- 
THENON, and dedicated to MrNERVA, the guardian and proteétrefs 
of ATHENS, as it is the largeft, fo it is the moft complete; its 
length is an hundred and fifty cubits, and the breadth about fixty- 
five: the outfide adorned with a beautiful colonnade, which ferves 
to fupport the bold projections of a moft curious entablature. On 
entering and furveying the infide, I found myfelf delighted and fur- 
prifed, without knowing the particular caufe; till, on further con- 
fideration, I perceived that this was owing to the exact fymmetry 
and happy adjuftments of each part. I was convinced, that the 
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to all fucceeding times. There is, there muft be, fomething fixed 
and rational in this, as well as all other objeéts of the mind. Why 
elfe do the ftupendous works of Babylon,, and the fo celebrated 
temple of Diana, which my native Ephefus boafts, though they 
amaze and awe, yet fail of pleafing us? And whence is it that, 
though none but the moft confummate artift is capable of defigning 
what is truly great and majeftic, yet all admire and approve what is 
fo, when finifhed? Happy Pericies, whofe name {hall live, not 
in thefe auguft buildings only, but in all which deferve the admi- 
ration of mankind to the lateft pofterity! It was from a fenfe of 
this, that he filenced the clamours of his enemies, and put a ftop to 
the complaints of his fellow-citizens, in relation to the great charge 
of thefe edifices. He offered to pay the expence of all that was 
done, on condition that he might have the reputation of defigning 
and raifing fo many illuftrious monuments.  Befides this, the moft 
remarkable temples are thofe dedicated to NEPTUNE, to CAsToR 
and PoLLux, and THEsgus; nor can it fail to give every Perfian 
the fame pleafure it did me, when he fhall know, that another of 
their moft ftately buildings, the Odeum or mufic theatre, is built 
after the model of that pavilion which fhades the facred head of the 
moft powerful monarch in the univerfe. It would be endlefs to 
recount the other buildings, which rife on all fides around me; nor 
will I attempt at prefent to defcribe the fine paintings, or enumerate 
the beautiful ftatues, which people, as it were, every corner of the 
city. Thefe are all done under the direCtion, and moft of them by 
the hand of Puripras, an artift fo extraordinary, as to be worthy the 
encouragement of our great monarch, and who, when fupported by 
his munificence, might exceed all that the world has ever feen in 
that way; and yet this fo excellent a mafter has lately, out of {pite 


to 


=a - = ~ = oe —, <m o zz e Sen GY "Ga, ZS 
79695 “BQ. “8a, Ton Fee, 0, a) e RS) re) Fee, 5, ee) 99 


ATHENIAN LETTERS. 31 


to PERICLES his patron, been caft into prifon, and is fuffered to et 
languifh there in daily expeation of death. Such is the reward of Vasile 
all his labours from an ungrateful city! Thou art happy, OTANEs, 

in ferving a mafter who will not value thee lefs becaufe thou de- 

ferveft to be valued more. Let it be thy ambition to render thofe 

fplendid apartments, committed to thy care, worthy of their royal 

gueft; and if the Athenians fcruple not to imitate the Afiatic barba- 

rians (as they infolently call us) in one of their buildings, nor do 

thou difdain to tranfcribe other excellencies from them. Bluth not 

to copy after mafters, whofe natural bent and genius lie towards 

thefe arts ; who, defpifing all ufelefs oftentation, and laughing at the 

cumbrous unformed buildings of the Eaft, have firft fhewed the 

world, “ that convenience is not incompatible with ftate, nor true 

“* magnificence deftitute of real ufe.” Adieu! 


From Athens. R. 
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CLEANDER fo MEGABYzuUsS, one of the feven Counfellors of State to 
the King of Perfia. 


oe 


T was no inconfiderable part of the wife inftru€tions which thou 
gaveft me, before my voyage to this city, that I fhould write you 

a particular account of every remarkable cuftom, as well as extraor- 
dinary incident that occurred during my abode here. I know how 
much thou grieveft in fecret for the degeneracy of Perfia; and thy 
defign in requiring this intelligence, with a view to the improve- 
ment of our own country by remarks on the manners of others, is 
agreeable to the wifdom of thy miniftry, and the greatnefs of thy 
foul. A defign truly glorious, and praife-worthy! in comparifon 
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L re whereof, the hiftory of the vaft armies and ravages of XERXES may 
Lo J be cgnfidered as the chaff before the wind, and which will perpetuate 
the name of Mrecasyzus to the lateft pofterity. 


The Athenians have a law amongft them, which enjoins that all 
thofe who die fighting in the caufe’of their country, fhall at the end 


of every campaign be buried at the public charge, and their children 
maintained by the ftate till they arrive at the age of manhood. The 
firft year of the war is now over, and the winter feafon is advanced 


upon us. Accordingly, the ceremonies thus inftituted were per- 
formed a few days fince ; and I had the pleafure of feeing every part of 
them. To tell thee my opinion freely, I never was fo much delighted 
with the pomp and fplendor of the court of Sufa, as with the honetft 
plainnefs of thefe republican folemnities, The whole was conducted 
after this manner. 


About three days before the funeral, the bones of the flain were 
placed in a tent raifed on purpofe, fo that every perfon might have an 
opportunity to frequent them, and pay them the laft tribute of a tear. 
All forts of odoriferous herbs and flowers were ftrewed around the 
tent; and each man brought fome in his hand, that he might con- 


fecrate them to the manes of his favourite friend. On the fourth 
day a coffin of cyprefs was fent from every tribe, to carry off the 
bones of their own members. After which went an empty covered 
hearfe, in memory of thofe who could not be found. The proceflion 
was carried on with a peculiar decency of forrow, while great num-— 
bers of inhabitants, both ftrangers and citizens, affifted in the train 
of mourners. The parents of the deceafed attended at the fepulchre 
to weep. No eye could refrain from tears; and the melancholy 
diftrefs which appeared in the faces of all alike, feemed but a true copy 
of the fentiments of all. The bones were accompanied in this man- 
ner 
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ner to the public place of burial, (which is fituated in a pleafant {pot Aes R 
without the city, called CERAMICUS,) and committed to the ground. WJ 
The monument ereéted to the valour of thefe citizens was adorned 
with pillars, trophies, and infcriptions, fuch as are ufual about the 
tombs of the moft honourable perfons. The ceremony was concluded 
with one {peech in praife of them all, and PericL4s was the orator 
to whom that tafk was afligned. It is impoffible for any man, who 
has not heard him, to conceive the ftrength and folidity of his thoughts, 
the grace and dignity of his aGion, the elegance and fimplicity of 
his diction. For my own part, I was enchanted with the power 
of his eloquence. His countrymen fay of him very juftly, that he ha- 
rangues in an imperial ftrain. Hence they have given him the firname 
of OLyMPUs, intimating, probably, that, like their god JUPITER, 
he thunders when he fpeaks. To this I may add, that the melody 
of his voice, the air of his countenance, the very manner of his 


drefs, has fomething of an engaging and commanding gravity, which 
at once charms and aftonifhes his audience. 
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The main feope of his fpeech, was to animaté the living with 
refolution, by commending the courage of the dead; to infufe a 
{pirit of patriotifm into the minds of his fellow-citizens, by celebrating 
that principle of a€tion, which incites the valiant to battle. He told 
them, that fuch men, though they failed in their attempt, were not 
wanting in glory to themfelves or their country; that they would 
for ever receive, inftead of their lives, an immortal monument of 
praife (not fo much that wherein their bodies are now laid, as a 
more illuftrious one in the memory of future ages). For to men of 
fame, all the earth is a‘fepulchre, and-refpe@ fhall be paid to their 
virtue, not only by infcriptions and trophies at home; but by un- 
written records of the heart in all nations of the world, which, more 


than-any kind of perifhable monument, will remain to eternity. In 
VOL. -I. F 
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LET} = imitation, therefore, of thefe men, continued he, and placing hap- 
L———y——J_ pinefs in liberty, and liberty in valour, be forward to encounter the 
dangers of war. He fet before them the reputation of dying with 
their fwords in their hands, for a commonwealth fo renowned and 
fo noble as that of Athens. In difplaying the extent and greatnefs 
of its dominion, he took occafion to flatter the people, in afcribing 
it chiefly to the prudence of their conduét, the ftri€tnefs of their dif- 
cipline, and the bravery of their arms. He extolled the freedom 
and independency of their conftitution ; that they were all governed 
by the law, whofe protection was equally cxtended to the poor and 
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the rich, to the weak as well as powerful; that the merit and induftry 
of every citizen made his way to preferment, without any perfonal 


diftin@tion whatfoever; in fhort, that where the rewards of virtue 
are the greateft, there live the greateft men. He clofed his fpeech 
with a particular addrefs to the different ages and fexes of thofe who 
heard him, and difmiffed the multitude. 


As foon as PERIcLEs had defcended from the roftra, the people 
followed him to his houfe with loud acclamations of joy; and the 
fenfe of every man’s forrow for the lofs of his relations was changed 
into the higheft encomiums on their happinefs and fame. The merits 
of the deceafed were drawn in the moft lively colours by the partial 
imaginations of friends. Even thofe who had been their competitors 
in the pofts of glory, and had envied their reputation while living, 
now honour them with affe€tion when dead. Each man feems 
ftudious of ferving the widows and orphans of thofe he loved; 
and the ftate of Athens, with the tendernefs of a kind parent, is ex- 
prefling thofe fentiments of gratitude to the offspring of her brave 
defenders, which fhe cannot exprefs to themfelves; a cuftom fo juft 
and laudable, fo confiftent with the wifeft maxims of good policy, 
that it muft be left to your judgment to determine, if the confti- 

tution 
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tution of Perfia is not in fome degree defeCtive for the want of it. 
Pardon the vehemence of the expreflion ; but this I will venture to 
affirm, that nothing can tend, in a ftronger manner, to animate the 
foft and degenerate troops of Afia to emulate the valour of their ge- 
nerous anceftors, than rewards and encouragemenis of the fame 
nature, propofed to military virtue. Herein then let us imitate the 
republic of Athens, and be in no wife afhamed to learn ufeful 
improvements from the warmeft of our foes. I would afk only one 
queftion ; Can any man, who fhall chance to fall a victim to his 
enemies in the heat of battle, and confiders, in his laft and departing 
moments, that his obfequies fhall be honourably performed at the 
charge of his fellow-citizens, that his friends {hall pay refpect to his 
memory by their praife, that his children fhall be educated by the 
care and prudence of the public; can fuch a man hefitate one mo- 
ment, whether he hath done rightly in forfeiting his life, however 
precious, to the fame of his own charaéter, to the fervice of his own 
children, to the general and lafting benefit of his country ? 


This is a cuftom, O thou fage Mercasyzus, which, if ever it be 
practifed among us, will eftablith the throne of our mighty matter, 
not on the frail and unftable foundations of pomp and luxury, of 
force and power, of diffimulation and craft ; but on the popularity of 
the prince, and the induftry and affection of his fubjects ; foundations 
of the regal authority fo great and fo noble, that the king, who would 
add weight to his feeptre, muft reign by them, or govern againft the 
happinefs of his people, againft the very rule, the very end of his 
government. Adieu. 


From Athens, | Cc: 
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CLEANDER éo GosryAs, Ghief Scribe to ARTAXERXES King of 
Perfia. 
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LETTER Y¥ FORGOT not, fage minifter, the directions thou gaveft me, to fend 
Beh accounts of the conftitutions of the different governments in 
Greece ; and now the feafon of action is over, I find more leifure to 
profecute fuch ufeful enquiries. I intend in this letter to lay before 
thee a defcription of the conftitution of Athens, reducing it to a com- 


pafs confiftent, I hope, with accuracy, as well as entertainment. 


SOLON, their great legiflator, formed their government chiefly on 
a popular plan; though from feveral inftitutions of his it appears, 
that he defigned to moderate the inconftancy and violence of a de- 
mocracy, by introducing a proper mixture of the ariftocratical form. 
The firft appointed, that none but thofe who had a certain revenue 
fhould be candidates for the great magiftracies of the ftate. The 
people, indeed, fince the Perfian invafion, have had influence 
enough to increafe their power, by getting rid of this incumbrance 
upon the ambition of the poorer fort. 'The fecond was, the efta- 
blifhment of a fenate, chofen annually out of each of the tribes. 
SOLON, as a third reftraint upon the people, a third anchor to pre- 
vent the republic’s being carried away by the intrigues of factious 
rulers, or the irrefolution of weak ones, enlarged the authority of 
the Areopagus, their great court of judicature. He likewife very 
much diminifhed the power of the nine archons, who have each 
feparate jurifdiGtions ; as the firft, for inftance, gives a name to the 


year, determines in caufes concerning wills and legacies, and infpeéts 
the theatrical diverfions. | 
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After this general fketch of the Athenian conftitution, I thall pro- 


ceed to enter more particularly into the grand reforts and fprings, on WH+¥—__ 


which the movements of their political fyftem depend. The fenate 
of five hundred is compofed.of fifty out of every one of the ten 
tribes. No one can be admitted into it, without being at leaft thirty 
years of age, and undergoing a {trict enquiry into his character. Be- 
fore he takes his feat he binds himfelf by a folemn oath to adhere to 
the laws, and give advice to the people of Athens, according to the 
beft of his abilities. Every tribe prefides in the fenate in its turn 
(which is regulated by lot) for thirty-five days. Each company of 
prefidents are called Prytanes; and out of them the Proedroi, or fet 
of prefidents for the week, are appointed. The prefident of the 
day called the Epiitata, is one of the Proedroi, and has in his cuftody 
the great feal, and the keys of the citadel and treafure, and prefides 
likewife in the aflemblies of the people. When the fenate has made 
a decree, if it is ratified by the people, it paffes into a law; if other- 
wife, it continues in force only for a year. ‘The matters which come 
under the cognizance of the fenate are of the fame fort as thofe 
which are brought before the people ; and therefore may be referred 
to that head. At the expiration of the annual offices of the fenators, 
if any fhips of war have been built during their regency, the people 
decree them the honour of the crown; a remarkable inftance of their 
great attention to increafe their naval force; as being fully convinced 
that the fafety and honour of the conimonwealth depend upon it! 
The ordinary aflemblies of the people are held four times in thirty- 
five days, particular affairs being allotted to each time; extraordinary 
ones are fummoned by the magiftrates; and a paper is fixed up in 
the public places of the city, with a fhort account of the bufinefs to 
be debated. 
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phe R The place where the affembly is held, which is either the market- 


L—y———eJ place, or a great fquare near the citadel, is firft purified by a folemn 
rite of Juftration. When that is ended, the public crier makes a 
prayer for the profperity of their counfels; and pronounces an exe~ 
cration againft thofe who endeavour, or advife any thing to the pre- 
judice of the commonwealth. Then, by order of the prefident, he 
{tates the queftion ; or repeats the decree of the fenate, which is to 
be confirmed or reje&ted. The oldeft orators begin the debate, and 
are followed by the younger; though it is to be obferved, that no 
perfon under thirty has a right to be heard; nor is any one who 
has been convicted of a notorious crime permitted to have a fhare in 
their councils. Without the firft of thefe precautions, they think 
the ftate might be expofed to danger by an immature advice; with- 
out the latter, by a defperate or unlawful one. When the debates 
are over the people give their votes, which is ufually done by holding 
up their hands: then the opinion is drawn up in writing, and they 
confirm it by a fecond divifion. After the prefident has examined 
the numbers on both fides, he pronounces on which the majority lies, 
and dif{mifles the aflembly. It is in thefe aflemblies of the people 
that all affairs relating to war and peace, religion or domeftic policy, 
are difcuffed. Appeals lie to them from all tribunals, even from that 
of the Areopagus; of which venerable judicature I thall next give 
thee a fhort account.’ Their inftitution is by fome attributed to 
SOLON, but generally to Cecrops the founder of the city. It is 
chiefly compofed of the Archons who have difcharged their offices 
with honour ; and its number therefore is not always thefame. They 
hold their fittings on Mars’s-hill, in the open air; and when they 
determine caufes it is in the night. ‘The members of this body have 
been always held in the higheft efteem for the fan@ity of their lives, 
the impartiality of their decifions, and their knowledge in the laws 
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of their country. Their authority is of a large extent; they infped ao 
over the obfervation of the laws, the manners of the citizens, and \o-——aewd 
the education of the youth. They have alfo cognizance of cafes of 
murder, and all forts of impieties; and the introdu€tion of new 
ceremonies fall within their jurifdition. Prricies, indeed, witha 
view of making his court to the people, by throwing more power 
into their hands, and weakening that of the nobles, has reduced the 
power of the Areopagus: but fober men look upon it as one of the 
worft fteps in his adminiftration; and it affords his enemies a fair 
topic for invidious remarks. I hope the view I have here given thee, 
noble f{cribe, of the nature of the Athenian conftitution, and of their 
manner of carrying on public bufinefs, will not be difagreeable to 
thee, or afford unprofitable refle@tions to the council of Perfia; thy 
favourable acceptance of this effay will encourage me to tranfmit 
more papers of the fame kind. 


"Sa, 


Mite Mie Bi 


I leave it to thy experienced fagacity 
to compare the republican government of Athens with the mo- 


narchical one of thy native country; to difcover the excellencies of 
each ; to trace out their refpective imperfections ; and to determine, 
whether a conftitution, blended of both, might not compofe the moft 
perfect form that human invention can ever expect to attain. But I 
know how difficult it would prove to hit that juft medium ; and how 
hard it is to prevent the fpirit of faction from mixing with that of 
reformation. Pardon my prefumption, and fuffer me to with a long 
continuance to thy miniftry; it is the fame thing as withing an 
ncreafe of honour and profperity to Perfia. Adieu. 


From Athens. FP: 
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ATHENIAN LETTERS. 


Deed der: XIV. 
GoBRYAS fo CLEANDER. 


aT HOU continueft, CLEANDER, to give frequent proofs of thy zeal 
* and abilities in the difpatches which thou writeft to the mini- 
fters of the Perfian court. Our royal mafter is happy in poffefling 
fo good a fervant, particularly at a time when the wifdom of our 
counfels muft affift us to regain what we have loft by the misfortunes 
of our arms. Thy laft letters to Mecasyzus and myfelf were 
particularly acceptable. They fhew that, not contented with being 
a bare annalift of the public tranfaGtions, thou entereft into the very 
genius and difpofitions of the people amongft whom thou refideft ; 
and that as thou converfeft with perfons the moft intelligent in the 
government and manners of Athens, fo thou art no lefs careful to 
enrich thy country with the fruits of thy knowledge. I will only 
fuggeft this caution to thee, not to fuffer the partial reprefentations 
which the Greeks make of their own policy and religion, to infpire 
thee with a diflike to thofe of Perfia; nor let the many inftances, 
which thou muft obferve, of a licentious liberty towards magiftrates 
and rulers, pervert thy affe€tions from the fovereign of the Eatt ; 
neither imagine that cuftoms which fuit the level conditions of the 
members of a republic, would equally become the gravity and ftrié 
difcipline of a monarchy. Whatever informations thou canft acquire 
relating to the trade, revenues, or marine of Athens, her religious 
ceremonies or civil inftitutions, will not fail to recommend thy dili- 
gence to a prince, whofe goodnefs never forgets the meaneft labours 
of his fervants, and whofe generofity takes every opportunity of re- 
warding them. As an earneft of what thou mayft expect, he fends 
| thee, 
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thee, by this courier, a ring fparkling with a precious ftone taken out 
of the royal treafury, two Median horfes with rich caparifons, and a 
purfe of five hundred golden darics. Receive this regal munificence 
with gratitude, and prove by thy fervices, that thou art not unworthy 
fo great a mark of confidence and favour. It remains for me to in- 
form thee, that feveral councils were lately held on Grecian affairs ; 
in which it was debated, whether the great king fhould immediately 
offer his mediation by a folemn embafly to the Athenians and the 
Peloponnefian allies; or whether he fhould fuffer the war to con- 
tinue, till both fides were further weakened, and the lofing party 
reduced to make application to us. The latter meafure has, I think, 
with good reafon, been chofen. It was confidered, that it feems 
more for the honour of Perfia not to enter into thefe affairs uninvited, 
and perhaps expofe her mediation to contempt. Befides, there is 
fome danger, that if we difcover our intentions too early, the natural 
jealoufies of the Greeks with regard to us, may be awakened ; a fenfe 
of their mutual interefts may prevail over the {pirit of diffenfion and 
tumult, which now reigns among them; and fo the game be played 
out of our hands, through our own want of dexterity in managing it. 
Whereas, by delaying to open the part which Perfia defigns to take 
in thefe differences, the alarm which Sparta has conceived at the 
rifing greatnefs of Athens is fo great, that the war is likely to con- 
tinue and grow hotter every year. The conquering party will in- 
creafe in their pretenfions; the vanquifhed, exafperated by their 
lofles, unwilling to yield to thofe who were formerly their equals, 
and unable to defend themfelves, can have no where recourfe for 
affiftance but to us; and thus the balance muft naturally be placed in 
our hands, and the Grecian ftates, diverted from making conquefts 
over us, will voluntarily fue for protetion againft their powerful 
neighbours, to a country which they formerly defpifed and hated. 
But I forbear infifting upon the advantages arifing to Perfia from this 
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a conduct; it is every way fo agreeable to her true interefts, that it 
L——y——J would be doubting thy judgment to enforce it by farther ar- 
guments. 


Advice from Lacedemon aflures us, that the leading men among 
the allies are determined before the end of the year to fend a formal 
embaffy to the great king, requefting that he would enter into the 
league, and furnifh them with fupplies of men and money. Fail not 
to advertife, whether the Athenians have notice of this; and whether 
they have any intention to follow an example fo glorious for Perfia. 


Before I conclude this difpatch, I am to acquaint thee, by the 
king’s exprefs order, that he is fenfible, in cafe the plague breaks out 
at Athens, (as it is reported,) of the dangers to which thou muft be 
expofed in a city not able to contain its numerous inhabitants, whofe 
prefent inconveniencies fo terrible a diftrefs will neceflarily increafe ; 
and therefore he thinks it proper for thee to remove to a place which 
may be free from that calamity, and at the fame time not far from 
Athens. Thus neither will thy own fafety be expofed, nor at the 
fame time the king’s fervice receive any detriment. 
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When thou readeft this inftance of royal tendernefs for an ufeful 
minifter, and receiveft the marks of princely bounty which accom- 
pany it, thou haft reafon to thank the mighty OromaspEs, that 
thou art born a fubject of Perfia, and liveft under the reign of 
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ARTAXERXES. 
From Sufa. P. 
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HypaAspes fo CLEANDER. 


EpiAeee of the meffenger that was to fet out to you from 

Gosryas, I would not omit the opportunity it offers me of 
exprefling the concern I am under for your fafety ; the lateft reports 
from Greece having informed us, that they begin to be under difmal 
apprehentfions of the plague at Athens. It is faid, that the cattle *, 
as they graze in the meads adjacent to that city, are feized with the 
noxious vapours afcending from the earth, and fall inftantaneoufly 
dead ; the fure and common prefage that the fame calamity will foon 
extend itfelf to the human fpecies.. I could with, therefore, you were 
removed farther from the contagion. May at leaft thofe propitious 
beings, who, under the great OROMASDEs, are the guardians of 
our ftate, preferve the faithful minifter of the great king, even 
amidft the regions of death. I with you were fafe at Sufa, could 
the interefts of ARTAXxeERXEs be ferved fo well by any other perfon 
lefs valuable to all his friends.  Whilft we enjoy the clemencies of a 
mild and wholefome air, thou in a rough and unpleafant country, 
expofed to the rigours of a northern fky, art not only placed amidft 
tumults, depopulations, and the alarms of war, but art expofed to 
evils which no human forecaft can ward againft; all which thou 
beareft moft willingly for the fervice of Perfia. Excellent CrE- 
ANDER! what reward will not thy merit call for? May fome happy 
day reftore thee to thy friends and country, where Mecasyzus, who 
knows thy worth, will raife thee to diftinguifhed honours, and place 
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LE vy ® thee in fome tranquil ftation under the {miles of our mighty fove~ 


L—~—= reign. That great minifter knows fo well to allay the boifterous 
{wellings and animofities of contending interefts, that peace and 
unanimity feem now entirely to prevail over faction and difcord; 
and may they long continue undifturbed by the feditious efforts of 
envy and ambition, in the Perfian court! A fenfe too of duty to 
the fupreme being feems more fervent upon our minds than ufual; 
though were we ever fo forgetful of it at other times, our late deliver- 
ances would ftrongly have demanded it from us at this. And here it 
may not be unentertaining to mention to thee, with what religious care 
a folemn feftival was celebrated thereupon at Sufa. Forty days were 
fet apart for feafts and facrifices ; during that time the court put on an 
extraordinary air of fplendour and cheerfulnefs ; but there were none 
of thofe loofer revels, which commonly attend an excefs of rejoicing. 
The moft eminent of the Magi, from all the colleges in Perfia, 
were fummoned to be prefent at the facrifices. The firft morning 
the chief of the Magi, with a long train of his affociates, and 
the feveral minifters of the religious ceremonies following him *, 
afcended the higheft of the mountains that environ Sufa to the north ; 
clad in the facred veftments, his { tiara interwoven with myrtle. 
He bowed twice towards the rifing fun; then led -the victim to the 
appointed ground, and there invoked the god. ARTAXERXES and 
the queen, XERXES, SOGDIANUS, OcuHus, and ARSITES, with all 
the other princes of the blood, were prefent at thefe holy rites. 
Each of the Magi fung oraifons in their turn to the great author of 
the world. But ARIMAspPEs, as chief in dignity, had juftly the 
preference given him of hymning the praife of ORomAsDEs the 
beft. ‘ How, at his great command, the wide expanfe was filled 
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** fpread his gilded rays to cheer and gladden nature; how the ele- L mk ER 
“* ments were difpofed by him, and the feeds of all things ranged in Cy—ew 


“order; how, by his power, they are preferved, and made the 
“¢ principles of life and vegetation to all creatures, which, if he with- 
** held his falutary influences, would fwarm at once with death and 
“* contagion; how, by him alone, the fubtle fleeces of the air are 
** kept untainted, and the earth free from impurities and infection : 
“ hence that the whole expanfe is Gop, fince he pervades the whole, 
“ and by his power is prefent every where.” The fong being ended, 
you might have feen the awful lord of Afia proftrate on the earth, 
acknowledging a much higher power; a power upon whom he and 
all the princes of the earth depend. The inferior Magi facrificed in 
their order, according to their different inftitutions; and joined at 
laft in one general fymphony of praife, while a hundred victims loft 
their breath, to the eternal fource of good. It was glorious to ob- 
ferve the long proceffion as it afcended up the fteep; but more fo, 
to behold the vaft retinue and fplendid equipages fpreading over the 
fummits of the higheft hills; the fparkling enfigns of regality ; the 
{tately canopy blazing with the gems of Indus; the rich caparifons 
of the camels and horfes; and then to fee the mightieft fatraps, to- 
gether with their potent lord, defcend from their feats of ftate, bow- 
ing themfelves all at once before the greater fovereign of the univerfe. 
When this folemn ceremony was ended, the whole company re- 
turned in the fame regular order in which they went. The pro- 
ceffion entered the fpacious enclofure of the royal palace at the gate 
of Memnon, where a fumptuous entertainment was prepared. The 
king himfelf fat at one table with the princes of the blood, waited 
upon by the great officers of the houfehold: at another, the moft 
confiderable fatraps, and the generals of the army: at a third, the 
venerable body of the Magi; and at others, through the feveral 
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LETTER ftately apartments of the palace, the inhabitants of Sufa. During 

i—-~——J the entertainment the halls refounded with the melodious airs of 
women, and the enchanting ftrains of the moft fkilful muficians. 
Nothing could be added to the fplendour, order, and variety that 
appeared on this occafion. ‘Thy friends wanted thee alone to com- 
plete their fatisfaction. This only confolation remains to them, that 
by undergoing a few temporary inconveniencies, thou art in the 
higheft degree ufeful to thy king and thy country. Adieu. 

From Sulfa. L. 


Lind of the firft Year of the War. 
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A. M. 3574. Third Year of the 87th Olympiad. 


The fecond Year of the Peloponnefian War. 
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Le ReeF Ode a ER ess DEVI, 


CLEANDER fo GosBryAs, Chief Scribe to ARTAXERXES King of 
Perfia. 


RECEIVED the difpatch which thou fenteft me by the courier LETTER 
HypARNeEs; and acknowledge myfelf highly honoured, that I UWe—w 


ee ee ee APSO CAI 


am thought worthy to partake in the fecret counfels of our great 


monarch, as well as fenfibly affected by the fignal generofity and 


tendernefs which he fhews for his faithful flave. I proftrate myfelf 
before the footftool of his fhining throne, and wifh him length of 
days; a blefling which is fure to give perpetuity to the happinefs of 
Perfia, and the only one that remains to be added to the wifdom of 
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his government, the greatnefs of his foul, and the princely benevo- 
lence of his temper. 


L obeyed the command laid upon me to retire during the height 
of the plague, and have found an hofpitable retreat in the ifland of 
Salamis ; but I fear, though my own fafety is lefs endangered, I fhall 


be neceflarily flower in executing the king’s orders, and tranfmitting 
accounts of Grecian affairs. If any delay fhould happen, I hope it 
will not be imputed to my negligence, but to the inconveniencies of 

the 
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Juft before the plague broke out, the Peloponnefian army, under 
the command of ARcHIDAMUS king of Sparta, made a fecond in- 
vation into Attica; they are now marched towards the mountain 
Larius, where the Athenians have filver mines. I believe the plan 
of the war will not be different from that of the laft year ; and this 
dreadful calamity takes away the flower of their citizens and foldiers, 
and fo difpirits the reft, that PER1cLEs does not think it prudent to— 
hazard the iffue of a battle. In order, however, to make a diverfion, 
a {quadron of a hundred gallies is preparing to put to fea, which he 
intends to command himfelf. His enemies incenfe the people againft 
him, (who were never more haraffed and uneafy,) by faying, that 
the vaft numbers he drew out of the country laft year increafe the 
contagion of the diftemper. I gave the reafons of that meafure in 
a former letter ; and cannot help faying, that it is highly unjuft and 
unfair to charge him with all thofe crofs accidents of fortune which 
the moft refined human prudence and forecaft cannot prevent. It 
feems as unreafonable as to affert, that the plague is owing to his con- 
trivance. By going admiral in perfon, he either intends to preferve 
his credit and keep up the fpirits of his countrymen by fome re- 
markable exploit, or elfe:'to withdraw himfelf from the clamours of 
his enemies, till the fury of the difeafe is a little abated, 
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The refemblance of the fymptoms fhews, that the plague is of the 
fame ftrange nature as that which began in Ethiopia and Egypt, and 
afterwards ravaged the Perfian provinces, 


Every other ficknefs turns immediately to this, which generally 
kills in feven or eight days, after great pains and eruptions in all 
parts 
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parts of the body, infatiate thirft, want of fleep, and variety of cir- wk le 
cumftances, which increafe the natural terrors and uneafinefs of death» (--—==_=d 


It is very remarkable, that none who recover are ever feized with it 
a fecond time; yet even in fome of thefe it ftrikes upon their fenfes, 
effaces the memory of all paflages of their lives, and makes them for- 
get their neareft relations. What is moft furprizing is, that no cer- 
tain remedies can be applied: a medicine that does good to one, is 
hurtful to another ; and the care and clofeft attendance of the phy- 
fician are as ufelefs, as the utmoft efforts of his art. 


The air itfelf partakes of the malignity ; the birds drop down, as 
they fly along the ftreets; and the dead bodies, for want of inter- 
ment, fhare the fame fepulchre with the brutes, and are caft out in 
the public ftreets, fo many loathfome and moving {pectacles of mor- 
tality. The greateft part of the inhabitants of the country, who for 
want of other accommodations were forced to dwell in booths and 
huts fet up in the public places, are liable to the greateft inconveni- 
encies. The living and the dead amongft them lie confufed in 
heaps, fome in the agonies of death, others lifting up their hands to 
heaven, and imploring the divine affiftance, and many gafping round 
the fountains, where they croud to quench their thirft. Nay, what 
is almoft incredible, a negleét of religion and the laws is introduced 


by the prevalence of this calamity ; of the former, becaufe they fee’ 


the plague deftroys alike the pious and the wicked; of the latter, be- 
caufe no one expects his life will laft till legal juftice overtakes him, 
Indeed nothing contributes more to the diforderly condition they are 
in, than the want of proper regulations for removing and attending 
the fick, and burning the dead: and were they of an humour to 
fubmit to any thing like reftraint, it might preferve them from the 
confufion and mifery they now undergo. Such is the difmal ftate of 
affairs at Athens; to which no fmall relief. is brought by the arrival 
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L. grt ER of HippocrATes, the famous Coan phyfician; who is determined, 
he though at the hazard of his life, to devote himfelf entirely to the fer-. 
vice of the difeafed. ‘This generofity has fo fenfibly affected the 


people of Athens, that they refolve to beftow on him fome illuftrious: 


mark of their efteem and favour. I need not mention, that they 
honour him the more, for having refufed the munificent offers of the 
great king, that he might be quite at liberty when Greece demanded 
his affiftance. 


I can affure thee, that the Athenians have no information yet of the 
Peloponnefian embafly ; but PERicLE£s has agents in all parts, who 
will not fail to give him early notice of it. There is a remarkable 
ftory of him, that, upon giving in his accounts once to the people, in 
an article of fifteen talents no particular fervice was fpecified. His 
enemies taking the advantage, immediately infifted he fhould explain 
it; to which he replied very readily, that this fum was employed on 
a fervice of great importance, which it was abfolutely neceffary to keep 
fecret. The people were fatisfied, and made no farther enquiry. It 
is generally fuppofed, that thefe fifteen talents were laid out at Sparta, 
to keep off a war, till the Athenians. were better prepared for it. The 
Lacedemonians have a fine opportunity, if they make the beft ufe of 
this campaign ; but I am told they are difcontented with ARcHIDA= 
MUs their general, who declared. himfelf openly againft the war, 
and is unwilling to engage his ftate too far in it. Befides, nothing 
confiderable can be done againft the Athenians by land, and they ale 
ways have a good fleet at fea, to guard their coafts, interrupt the com- 
merce of their enemies, and: prevent the defection of their allies. I 
fend thee inclofed a lift of the allies on both fides, and the contribu- 
tions they furnifh towards the war. ‘The Athenians are abfolute 
mafters over theirs, whereas the feparate interefts amongft the Pelo-. 
ponnefians embarrafs their military operations for want of unanimity. 

: Excufe, 
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Excufe, potent minifter, the difmal fcene of death and defolation, 
which I fet before thee in the former part of this difpatch ; but I 
might juftly have been efteemed infenfible, if the little I faw myfelf, 
and the large accounts I received from others, had made only a tran- 
fient impreffion. Compaffion is a common tribute to the miferies 
and infirmities which human nature is expofed to; anda generous 
mind like thine pays it willingly to the worft of its foes. Much 
more then let the humbleft fervant of ARTAXERXES, the faithful 
CLEANDER, claim fome fhare of pity in his hazardous fituation. 
But he repines not at his fate; he fhould think it honourable to 
perifh in the fervice of his mafter. He is thankful to OROMASDEs 
for the life he ftill enjoys, and refers the uncertain events of futurity 
to his over-ruling will. Adieu. 


From Salamis. P, 


Allies of the Athenians. 


The Chians, Lefbians, Plateans, Corcyrzans, moft of the Acarna- 
nians, Meffenians, &c. 


| Allies of the Lacedezmonians. 
All Peloponnefus, except Argos and Achaia; the Megareans, 
Phocians, Locrians, Boeotians, Ambraciots, Leucadians, and Anac- 
torians. 


LETTER XVIL 
SMERDIS ¢o CLEANDER. 


ERE the fweeteft retirement a fufficient afylum from care, the 
Magi would be exempted from thofe refleGions, which prey 

upon the minds of unhappy mortals. We inhabit thofe groves, 
H 2 which 
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cos hae which have been the manfions of the wife and virtuous by the ap- 
WU pointment of ZOROASTRES, who blefled them with his abode ; and 
whofe memory ftill warms our breafts with a noble enthufiafm. We 
point out in our pleafed imagination the paths he trod, and the places 
he took moft delight in: here, fay we, within the fpacious arch of this 
cave he penn’d his divine precepts; on the flope of yonder hill, or 
under the fhade of that ancient cedar, he repofed himfelf, and while 
his eyelids {hut out the piercing light, his foul was open to the milder 
influence of OROMASDES. He held an intercourfe with the heavenly 
bodies from the fummit of this pyramid, or of that mount, whofe 
fides are covered with odorous fhrubs, that fcarcely afford a per- 
plexed path to its top. The very air of this country is perfumed 
and of a purer draught ; the {ky more ferene and of a brighter azure; 
the profpects peautiful and various, fince nature is not only favour- 
able to us, but has received all the improvement fhe was capable of, 
without being difguifed by art. Immenfe wealth has been beftowed 
on her cultivation, yet the richnefs of her drefs feems to arife from 
the genius of the place. You are furprized at the elegance that ap- 
pears, yet can fee nothing but what bears a refemblance to fomething 
you have obferved in rude nature; like a miftrefs of a well-ordered 
family, though fhe receives you with the utmoft delicacy and magni~ 
ficenee, it is with that eafe, that fhe feems not to be at any trouble, or 
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‘ to have been put out of her ordinary courfe for your entertainment, 


Yet I muft confefs, amidft thefe delightful fcenes, facred to peace and 
the contemplation of everlafting OROMASDES, I am not without 
fome anxiety for your fafety, O CLEANDER! when I confider your 
hazardous fituation for the fervice of Perfia, and your zeal for that 
monarch, who outfhines all his predeceflors in juftice, who will not _ 
fail to reward the fuccefs, which your zeal and penetration promife to 
our affairs. Your fteady affection has gained you much confidence 
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with the great, and your perfect knowledge of the language, in- sch Sa 
terefts, and politics of our enemies, no lefs than thofe of Perfia, give U———J 
great affurance to your friends, that you fhall one day be recalled from 

your obfcurity to be raifed high in the court of Sufa. Your merit 

to your country will meet with other recompence than the jealoufy of 

Greece generally affords her benefactors. The fovereign of the Eaft 

is too generous to fufpect rivalfhip in his faithful fervants, and will 

look upon the influence you fhall gain in the ftates of Greece, as the 

greateft teftimony of your fidelity, 


I fometimes refle& on the worft that can befal you, from the pry- 
ing difcernment of the people- you converfe with, or thofe who are 
jealous of your credit at the court; but the fagacity of your prince 
will guard you from your domeftic foes ; and fhould the popular vio- 
lence of Athens make itfelf accountable for your death, Afia would 
pour forth its numerous troops to revenge fo bafe an indignity to the 
fervant of ARTAXERXES. Perhaps you will think this lofty ftrain 
proceeds more from the zeal of a Perfian, than my true fentiments, 


fince we have experienced that a numerous army, nay I might fay 
numerous nations in arms, have been found unequal to the flender 
but well-conduted power of thofe fmaller ftates; our foldiers have 
been diftreffed and fcattered, though equal in number to all the inha- 
bitants of Greece. But mayI not hope, CLEANDER, that that in- 


finuating evil, luxury, the parent of all our fhame and misfortunes, 


has at laft founda place amongft our enemies? Has not fecurity, the 


refult of fuccefs, relaxed their fevere morals, and introduced emafcu- 
lating pleafures, to which alone they are obliged for the advantages 


they gained over us? Are not thefe the Grecian refinements we hear 
fo much of? Does not that boafted fuperiority in arts and politenefs 


(from whence they brand all the world with the name of Barbarians) 
break out into extravagancy of drefs, dict, and deportment? And has 
not 
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ie R not by this time the unreftrained populace, intoxicated with victory, 
loved miftaken licentioufnefs for liberty? Or is it poffible, that a people fo 
free and fo fuccefsful fhould continue upon their guard againft thefe 
wortt of foes? No certainly, CLEANDER, the Perfian luxury muft be 
part of their acquifitions, which, like the fatal peftilence that occa- 
fioned fuch defolation in this empire, paffed through Afia into Greece, 
and now preys upon our foes, muft take its laft refidence with them; 
a difeafe more deftrudctive than the peftilence, and which will baffle 
the {kill of that haughty Coan phyfician, who, had he more lives 
than ever his art preferved, would deferve to forfeit them all in tor- 
tures for his infolence to the world’s greateft monarch. J need not 
tell you, (what I doubt not is the boaft of every Greek,) that when 
he was conjured to pafs over into Afia, by a promife of that friend- 
fhip which princes fue for, and to fhare in that wealth which is the 
tribute of three hundred provinces, he anfwered difdainfully, he 
would not defert his country to ferve a Barbarian. Shame to the 
kingdom of Cyrus, that his fucceflors, before whom the mighty 
fatraps proftrate themfelves to the earth, and whofe name is awful 
; to half mankind, fhould become the fcorn of an ignoble Coan! 
But the Almighty has punifhed him, by transferring that evil on his 
- own country, which he refufed to fupprefs in Perfia; which may 
teach us, that the worfhippers of ORomAsDES are not forfaken, 


fince, though he has denied fuccefs to our arms, he has himfelf chaf- 
tifed the infolence of our foes, 
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LETTER XVIIE 


CLEANDER ¢o ORSAMES. 


I HAVE been informed of thy rifing charafter not only from the LETTER 
‘ XVIII. 
chamberlain Hypaspes, but the common voice of fame ; and am (ay 
the more confirmed in the juft expectations I had conceived of thee, 
from the late honour of thy letter. The wifeft legiflators of Greece 
have generally made it one of their excellent laws, that the young 
men fhould pay refpect to the fage inftrudiions of their elders. But 
furely, if this maxim may at any time be fet afide, it ought never to 


be more reverfed than in our correfpondence. For when I confider 
the luftre of thy parts, and the reach of thy knowledge, at atime of 


life which brings few even to the exercife of reafon; I amufe my- 
felf with the agreeable thoughts of profiting by thy information ; 
far, very far from imagining, that any thing which falls from CLE- » 
ANDER can be of fervice toOrsAMES. However, as I thall always 


be proud to fhew every mark of regard to a nobleman of your qua- 

fity and hopes, I can aflure thee, generous lord, that I think myfelf 
highly honoured by the particular and diftinguifhing proof, thou 

haft granted me, of thy favour. 


It is with the utmoft fatisfaQtion I obferve, how much thou canft 
difdain the oftentation and luxury of the Perfian nobility ; and rather 
_employeft thyfelf in the ufeful purfuits of knowledge, than wan- 
dereft in the deftructive paths of intoxicating pleafure. To fay the 
truth, when I refle& on this particular, I admire thee for anticipating 
the experience without the infirmity of years, and moderating the 
fever of youth without lofing the true fpirit of it. -Thou. haft made 
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L E Ab ap 5 ' a p aieste AI a . : , 
XVIIL R it thy bufinefs, from the very earlieft days of thy infancy, to acquaint 


Lomveneed thyfelf with the religion, laws, and conftitution of thy country ; and 


art now travelling through other regions, to furvey the temper, cuf- 
toms, and policy of thofe who differ from us. Thy epiftle from Ba~ 
bylon is fufficient to convince me, thou art well qualified, from thy 
_ curiofity and eagernefs, to procure the exacteft intelligence ; from 
thy judgment and difcretion, to felet the moft interefting circum- 
{tances ; from thy ingenuity and good fenfe, to relate them in the 
moft accurate manner; from thy prudence and fagacity, to draw the 
beft and moft rational inferences from them all. I am extremely 
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impatient to learn a few particulars of that extraordinary people the . 
Egyptians ; who inhabit a country, as remarkable for the polity of 
its laws, the wifdom of its religion, and the knowledge of its priefts, 
as for the trade of its cities, the grandeur of its buildings, and the 
fertility of its foil. When thou entereft into that ftorehoufe of 
wealth and commerce, (for fo it may be termed with juftice,) that re- 
politory of all facred and profane fcience, thou wilt be wrapt in plea- 
{ure and aftonifhment, at the variety, not to fay profufion, of bleflings, 
which art and nature have poured out, for the fubfiftence, conveni- 
ence, and ornament of that happy nation. A man of thy under- 
ftanding will find a fecret delight in tracing out the fteps of the great 
heroes of antiquity ; he will be ftudious of fearching into the annals 
of their ftory, and will meet with no {mall entertainment in hearing 


of the victories and military virtue of SEsosTRI1S, or the peaceful arts 
and government of Osiris. He will liften with attention to the phi- 
lofophical precepts and dark oracles of the priefts ; he will inveftigate 
the long records of lunar years, and unveil the myfterious fyftem of 
aftronomy, and frame of nature, with much labour and toil. He will 
vifit their public edifices, and the palaces of their kings, with admira- 
tion ; and behold the temples of their gods with reverential regard. 
Thofe ftupendous works of antiquity, which ftill exift there, can by 
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no means efcape the prying curiofity of his foul, or the careful dik- vend 
gence of his enquiries. He will view the pyramids and maufoleums, (poe! 


which have been preferved entire through a long courfe of centuries, 
the wonder of the world, with {peculations of a moral kind. He will 
look upon them, as erected by the moft powerful princes of the earth 
for a memorial of their pride to future ages, and as intended rather 
for an amazing {pedtacle to the living, than as places of repofe to the 
dead. He will confider, that the founders of thofe monuments clofed 
up the laft fcene of their falfe greatnefs in life, by raifing thefe altars 


to their vanity: and gave in death an example to mankind of the ex- 


treme littlenefs of mortal arrogance, by mingling their own duft 
with fo poor a fhare of that earth, which once was not fufficient to 


contain them. 


The next period of thy journey leads thee into Greece, a country 
very different from that of Egypt, both in the qualities of its climate, 
and the manners of its people. Inftead of the fplendor and magni- 
ficence, which appears in the cities of the latter, thou wilt find a ge- 
neral turn to parfimony and frugality among the inhabitants of the 
former. Inftead of the peace and unanimity, which exifts under a 
monarchical government, the popular frame of the Grecian republics 
1s continually fhaken by domeftic fa€tion. Athens, through the ex- 
tent and abundance of her trade, the induftry and ceconomy of her 


people, the wifdom and courage of the great men fhe has produced, 
hath for many years born the principal {way in their counfels. But 


the {tates of Peloponnefus, fomewhat envious of her authority, have 


at length determined to deftroy it. A violent peftilence, and a ftrong | 


oppofition to the meafures of PericxieEs, their chief advifer in this 
war, are at the fame time broke out among the citizens. PrRIcLzs, 
with no other reftraint on the caprice of his countrymen, than 
what his own difcretion can command, withftands the clamours of 
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58 
eS party, and the ftouteft efforts of fedition. However, he cannot hold 


Gen it long ; for I eafily conjeture, from the prefent pofture of affairs, 


'g 


tf 


fervice to thy friends and thy country. Adieu. 


that his enemies will never leave him, till they have wrefted the reins 


of power from his hands. But more of this, when I fhall enjoy the | 


honour of thy company and converfation in the town of Athens, 
which is the place of my refidence and bufinefs. 


In the mean time give me leave to fay, that I with the improve- 
ment thou receiveft from thy travels, may be equal to thy laudable 
thirft after knowledge: at leaft I know the refult of them will, one 
day, be applied: to the glory and fecurity of our fovereign and the 
Perfian empire. Thus, inftead of meanly depending on the noble 
actions of thy anceftors, as the only merit thou canft boaft, thy repu- 
tation will be as much fuperior to theirs, as thy virtues are fuperior. 
By this means thou wilt refle& a luftre on the fame of thy fathers ; 


thou wilt become an honour to thyfelf and family ; an ornament and + 


C. 


I had almoft forgotten:to tell thee, that by the goodnefs of the 
king I am permitted to retire to Salamis, during the infe@tion of the 
plague, 


Ey Tp re BaR xX: 
CLEANDER ¢o HYDASPEsS. 


7 1Y accounts of the marriage at EcBaTANA, and the thank{giv- 

ing facrifice on the hills of Sufa, were fo kindly and agreeably 
written, that I fhould appear inexcufably negligent in the cultivation 
of that friendfhip, which I efteem an honour to my character, if I 
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fuffered a want of equal materials to plead my excufe for not anfwer- 1 Se 
ing them. It is needlefs to trouble thee with a long relation of the dif] Ceey—ew 


trefs of the Athenians, fince, befides the exact information thou haft 
already met with, I am afraid it would prove a very melancholy re- 
turn to the pleafing cheerfulnefs of thy letters. But if pleafures of 
a private nature, in which thy friend is concerned, can add any thing 
to the fatisfation thou receiveft from thofe of a public one, I will 
give thee a defcription of my retirement into Salamis, during the con- 
tagion of the plague; and the manner in which I employ my leifure 
hours. My old patron PHiLEMoN, through a laudable zeal in the 
fervice of his country, refolves to abide in the city, though at the 
peril of his own life. In the mean while, he ‘has entrufted me with 
the charge of his family, and has fent us to his country-feat in this 
place, which is fituated but a few furlongs from the coaft of Attica. 


Salamis is a fmall ifland of about two hundred and twenty ftadia in 
circumference, remarkable fora complete victory gained over the fleet 
of XERXES by the conduc& of THEMisToc es. It contains within 
that little compafs a moft furprizing variety of hills and vales, rocks 
and plains, rivers and meadows, fruitful fields and fpacious lawns. 
Thefe are diverfified with many beautiful villas, belonging to the 
principal citizens and magiftrates of the town of Athens. Several 
plantations of fruit and foreft trees, all ftrangers to the foil and cli- 
mate of Perfia, are here cultivated by the {kill of the careful inhabit- 
ant; and contribute in a great meafure to the romantic air and con- 
fufion of the landfcape. On the fummit of a lofty mountain, in the 
very middle of the ifland, you are prefented with the nobleft and moft 
extenfive. profpec&t in the world. One view to the north (to fay 
nothing of the pleafant country lying at your feet) commands Me- 
gara and Athens, with the fhips in the Pirzan harbour, through a 
confiderable tract of land into the territories of Boeotia. "Towards.the 
12 fouth, 
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es ee fouth, the cities of Argos, Mycene, and Epidaurus, rife full before 
Lyon youreyes. To the eaft, you are foon ftruck with thofe numerous 
ifles, called the Cyclades, which appear like fo many pointed rocks 
difperfed over the Hgean fea; and to the weft, you furvey the Ifth- 
mus, with the {lately buildings of Corinth. The houfe and gardens 
of my friend are plain and homely, unadorned with the pride of 
eaftern magnificence, and improved by the Attic elegance of their 
owner. I frequently compare them with thofe of Alcinous in the 
Grecian Homer ; and find the fame fimplicity in both, free from the 
Mil falfe ornament and pomp of luxury. My time has of late been a good 
deal taken up (when the bufinefs of the king would permit me) in 
the perufal of the Grecian poets and hiftorians. As thy curiofity will 
perhaps make thee defirous of being acquainted with their names and 


writings, I will fill this difpatch with the cleareft account I have been 
able to obtain of them. 


pe gE 


= 


7 ee 


5a 


CJ - a. ee e MI UVF Re & 
oy - a - < Ts 
a eS - 


SE AS a A A TN aD rate 


For this purpofe I fhall begin with thofe, who have done moft ho- 
nour to the art of poetry ; fince it was originally the chief vehicle, by 
which the knowledge of government, religion, or philofophy, was 
conveyed to the dark underftandings of mankind. . The firft founders 
of the fabulous theology are uncertain. Linus, ORPHEUS, and Mu- 
S#zUS are remembered with fome general marks of efteem, even in 
thefe ages of Greece. But their hiftory is too uncertain and fictitious 
to bear a ferious relation, We muft defcend therefore immediately to 
HomeER, who was at once the firft and greateft poet of antiquity. 
The fubje& of his admired performance is the fiege of Troy, and the 
adventures of the Grecian heroes, particularly of ULyssEs, on their 
returning, after a long abfence, to their native kingdoms. He is faid 
to have flourithed between two and three hundred years after the 
deftruGtion of that potent empire; and the Greeks retain fuch an 
high veneration for his memory, that many towns ftill contend for 
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the honour of his birth. Smyrna carriés the faireft title of them all; 
in confidence whereof fhe has ereéted a temple to his name, and the 
people worfhip him with the facred rites of adoration. Confider 
him in his perfon and fortune, he is reprefented as a ftrolling indi- 
gent bard. Confider him in the qualities of his mind, pofleffed of 
every natural and acquired endowment human nature is capable of, 
it is impofflible to refufe him that reverence and regard, which is fo 
juftly due to the “ father of the Grecian poets.’ At the fame time 
{ cannot be of their opinion, who afcribe the rife of all military and 
civil policy, religion and learning, to the genius of Homer. It is 
enough to tranfmit his praife to the lateft pofterity, that the warmth 
and {pirit of his expreflion is equal to the ftrength and loftinefs of 
his thought, and the boldnefs of his imagination to the fertility of it. 
To this give me leave to add, that the beauty and contrivance of his 
fables, the mufic and variety of his numbers, and the regular com- 
pofition of the whole, have raifed the dignity of epic poetry in its 
infancy, if not at its very birth, to an inimitable period of perfeGtion ; 
infomuch that futurity fhall wonder, without being able to arrive at 
it, HEsiop was a native of Cuma in /tolia, and removed foon 
after his birth to Afcra in Boeotia. His writings are efteemed next 
in antiquity and value to thofe of Homer. Some have wantonly 
made them contemporaries, and pretend to fay, that HEstop got the 
better of HOMER in a poetical difpute. But this is highly improba- 
ble, fince it may be confefled, without detracting from his real merit, 
that Hesiop is by no means his equal. Befides, the nature of their 
talents is as different, as the ftyle of their poems. The one excels 
more in fublimity than in accuracy; is lefs indebted to art than to 
nature ; more engaged in the tumults of war, than the quiet of re- 
tirement. The other is rather ftudious of plainnefs than fublimity ; 
lefs fond of ornament, than propriety ; more addicted to the images 
of a rural life, than the bufy {cenes of a public one. The fimplicity 
* of 
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eee R of his parts, and the agreeable foftnefs of his difpofition, are evident 


ten from his choice of a ftyle between loftinefs and meannefs, which is 
well -fuited to the undifturbed tranquillity of his ftation and temper. 


His fuccefs in this kind of poetry is fufficient to juftify his claim to 
the fecond rank, without ever placing him in competition with 
Homer for the firft. They tell an odd ftory of him, which fhews 
him to have been a man of either humour or caprice. For acciden- 
tally as he one day overheard a potter at his daily labour finging 
fome of his verfes with an ill accent and cadence, he threw himfelf 
down on the poor man’s brittle property ; at which the fellow im- 


mediately cried out, “ why do you fpoil my work?” “ Becaufe,” 
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anfwered Hesiop, “* you fpoil mine.” 


ALc#£uS excelled in a different way both from Homer and HE- 
s1IoD ; but was more defirous of acquiring reputation in the capa- 
city of a foldier and a patriot, than in that of a poet. His pretenfions 
however to the two former, are not fo well grounded as his preten- 
fions to the latter. For as to his military glory, it appears, that in a 
battle between the Athenians and Mytileneans he fled fuddenly from 
the engagement, and difhonourably left his fhield in the poffeflion of 
an enemy. And as to his zeal in the fervice of his country, not- 


withftanding his violent oppofition to the meafures of Pirracus, 
the prudent tyrant of Mytilene, he was ambitious of afpiring to that 
arbitrary command, which he blamed in the hands of another. All 
his writings are in the lyric ftrain, and compofed in a very fine mea- 
fure peculiar to himfelf. He has happily united clofenefs with mag- 
nificence, {pirit with correctnefs, and the utmoft ftrength of judg- 
ment with the warmth of fancy; and though his mufe is generally 
employed in matters of love and gallantry, yet he always fhews 
himfelf fit for fubje@s of a nobler nature. Since I have mentioned 


ALcHUS, I fhould not omit his famous contemporary SAPPHO, who 
- flourifhed 
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flourifhed in Mytilene about the forty-fourth olympiad, and was a 


woman of no great beauty, but of infinite delicacy and wit; enough, bee re 


one fhould have thought, to atone for her other defeéts. She dif- 
dained the moft paffionate addrefles of ALC#us; and upon his 
whifpering to her one day, “ that he had fomething to tell her, but 
“* was afhamed of it,” fhe anfwered with a juft indignation, “ that 
“ if he had no reafon to be afhamed of it, he would not conceal it.” 
Her cruelty to him is the more remarkable, becaufe the was much 
enamoured of one PHAaon, whofe unkindnefs in leaving her, as it 
was the occafion of her fineft performances, fo it was the caufe of 
her death. She had a wonderful vein of infinuation and foftnefs, 
which, even now, gives her writings fuch a powerful {way over the 
tendereft affeCtions of human nature. There is fomething, fo grace. 
ful and unaffected in her expreflion and fentiments, fo {mooth and 
harmonious in her numbers, that the title of “ tenth mufe,” be- 
{towed on her by the common voice of Greece, is no more than a 
due teftimony of refpect to the merit of her poetry. 


ARCHILOCHUS wasa native of Paros, and held in efteemas a poet, 
about the fame:time with Sappuo and Arcaus. He generally 
pafles among the Greeks for the inventor of a peculiar meafure, called 
Yambic verfe ; but a man of learning affured me, that there is a piece 
of HomeERr’s, named Margites, ftill extant, that proves the contrary. 
His way of writing is ftrong and nervous, fhort and pointed, witty 
and: fatirical, but tin@tured with fo much gall and malice, that he 
himfelf profeffes, “ he could fpare neither friend nor foe.” They 
tell a remarkable ftory of him, that one LycamMBEs having offered 
him his daughter in marriage, and afterwards refufed to give her, 
ARrcHILOcHUs lafhed them with fuch rancour and feverity, that he 
and his daughter both hanged themfelves. 
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64, ATHENIAN LETTERS. 
peye ~—- Some years after lived ANACREON of Teos in Ionia, a man of 
Sconces, -eocmemeead 


eafe and pleafure, dividing his time betwixt the amufements of wine, 
love, and poetry. He was fo profeffed an enemy to care and bufi- 
nefs, that when his patron Potycrates of Samos made him one 
day a prefent of five talents, it difturbed his fleep ; fo he carried it 
m\ back again the next, and told him, “ that how confiderable foever 
Hl | “ the fum might be, it was not a reward equal to the trouble of pre- 
““ ferving it.” His writings are agreeable to the freedom of his be- 
haviour ; fo that he draws a very lively picture of his own charaéter 
in the feveral touches of nature, that are to be found in his odes and 
fonnets. We may compare his mufe to his miftrefs ; fhe feems airy, 
loofe, and negligent, and is dreffed up with more art, the more fhe 
hides the appearance of it. He lived eighty-five years in one con- 
tinued feries of health and retirement. To make his death con- 


formable to his life, he is faid to have been choaked with a grape- 
ftone in his wine. 
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I fhall not trouble thee with any memoirs of ALCMAN, Baccuy- 
LIDES, Ipycus, STESIcHORUs, and SIMONIDEs ; though they ex- 
celled each in their different way, and the laft of them hath particu- ~ 
larly recorded, in verfe, the four fights of MARATHON, THER- 
MOPYL#, SALAMIS, and PLAT@A. But of all thofe, who contri- 
buted to fupport the grandeur of the lyric mufe, PinDAR muft be | 
mentioned with moft regard. His poems were compofed in honour 
of feveral conquerors, at the Ifthmian, Pythian, Nemezan, or 


Olympic games; and give us a notion of the higheft tranfport and 
elevation, to which this art can be advanced. 


cere heen tere nt tue a 


His defigns are fo vaft, 
his ftyle fo daring, his thoughts fo {triking and uncommon, that it 


requires as much attention to read him, as to imitate others. He has 
often been cenfured as too unbridled and irregular ; yet this is not 
the leaft of his beauties, fince an ode is intended more to raife our 


fancy, 
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fancy, than to inform our judgment. It is adapted to the fire and eae 
majelty of PinpAR; his imagination is on the wing; he cannot —~—~ 


{tay for words to exprefs himfelf methodically ; he ufes the boldeft 
fort of painting ; he gives us a general likenefs of his hero, without 
finifhing the features. Thus has he triumphed over the labours of 
art, and extorted this approbation from mankind, that he alone is the 
“ perfect and unrivalled mafter of the Grecian Lyre.” The Athe- 
nians pride themfelves to this day in an a@ of uncommon genero- 
fity, which they performed towards this admired poet. His own 
countrymen, the Thebans, having fined him in a large {um of money, 
for the particular regard he pays every where to Athens in the courfe 
of his odes, and his neglect of Thebes, that was his native city, the 
people of Athens honourably difcharged the fine, and proved them- 


{elves not unworthy of the great efteem which PrnDAR had con- 
ceived for them. 


I fhould proceed in the next place to the dramatic poetry of 
Athens, and the writers of hiftory: however, as to the former, thou 
wilt forgive me, if I fay nothing of it at prefent, fince it really feems 
fo interwoven with the frame of the Athenian conftitution, that an 
account of it would hardly be fo proper for the perufal of a friend, 
as of a minifter of ftate: and as to the latter, I muft delay the little 
materials I have colle&ted upon that fubje€t, to another letter. But 
I detain thee too long from the prefence of thy prince, whofe affec- 
tion thou haft fecured by the duty of thy obedience ; and whofe 
bounty, by the zeal of thy fervice. Adieu, 


From Salamis. G) 
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ae CpRe miferies of the eaftern world, whilft the plague lafted in 
Kaeo peered thofe parts, much engaged my attention and my pity; and it 
feemed, as if the angry gods had intended by a variety of evils to 
extirpate the race of mortals from the earth. But fure their hotteft 


wid 


a 


vengeance was referved for thefe devoted regions, and is now in- 
flied in the moft complicated calamities that ever have befallen 
human kind. For that hafty and invifible deftroyer, which had 
ravaged the Perfian empire, begins now to fpread itfelf through 
thefe parts, at a time when civil difcord infefts the Grecian ftates, 
and depopulates their moft flourifhing communities, worfe than 
ever the Barbarian would have done. Who fhall defcribe the 
terrors of the war, the ruins and devaftations of many large and 
fruitful diftriats, which fuffer not more from hoftile fury, than from 
the policy of their own native inhabitants? By them are the moft 
cultivated plains converted into folitary deferts ; while the bare necef- 
faries, to fupport a lingering life of mifery, are depofited in the 
principal cities only. Befides the numberlefs hardfhips which are 
undergone at Athens, while the whole people of Attica are pent up 
within the narrow bounds of that fingle metropolis, with thefe and 
many more circumftances of their diftrefs, the plague, which daily 
increafes, muft, among fuch a fwarm of unhappy families, make a 
far more terrible havock here than it has elfewhere done. Thefe 
miferies, though I myfelf, by leave of our moft gracious monarch, 
enjoy a fecurer ftation at Salamis, yet fill my mind with that con- 
fufion and medley of paffions, as if from a rock I beheld the toff- 
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ings of a tempeftuous ocean, and faw the fhattered barks breaking ore Ns 
in pieces amidft the ‘mercilefs thelves and waves. But fay, vene- ene; 
rable SMERDIs, who, in thofe fequeftered fhades facred to everlafting 
peace, enjoyeft the friendly intercourfe of fuperior beings! whofe 
hallowed foul, unruffled by the ftorm of paffions, and pure from 
every guilt, is a manfion for the great OROMASDEsS ; whofe calmeft 
influence raifes there no frantic tranfports, no unnatural emotions: 
fay, why is ARIMANIUs permitted to difturb and invert the order 
of OROMASDES’s works? Whether from his influence, that the 
mind of man is fo eafily perverted, and refufes to be under the 
guidance of thofe principles, which alone could direé it aright. Is 
it, alas! by the inftigations of this evil demon, that it turns afide 
from the paths of virtue, and neglecting the true {cheme of rational 
life, perplexes itfelf with many vain and painful defires, till it is at 
length bewildered in an endlefs labyrinth of hurtful purfuits? And is it 
then, that in confequence of this depravity fo far owing to his own 
malignant influences, that the curft ARIMANIUS is afterwards per- 
mitted to exhauft his utmoft malice in punifhing thofe by all kind of 
natural evils, whom he himfelf hath feduced and rendered obnoxious 
to them? Will the good and gracious ORoMAsDEs {uffer this to be? 
Teach me to folve thefe difficulties ; inftru€& me better, if it be law- 
ful, in the circumftances of our nature, and fhew me how, amidft all 
thefe intricacies, to maintain the power and juftify the goodnefs of 
OromaspEs. ‘Thefe indeed are fpeculations which ill befit me, and 
to which I have little time to attend in my prefent fituation and em- 
ployment. But the miferies, which are daily reprefented to me, poffefs 
my mind with fuch folemn gloom, that I cannot forbear often to indulge 
the anxious wanderings of my own thoughts therein. It is in thofe 
peaceful manfions where you inhabit, that the mind is at liberty to 
examine into thefe abftrufer doGtrines ; and enlightened by the eternal 
OROMASDES, may refle& upon itfelf the lively image of his beloved 
K 2 emanation, 
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REE emanation, truth. Happy were thofe minutes, and I fhall always 


W——J rank them among the happieft of my whole life, which I fpent with 
you in divine converfation, when I travelled into Batria. How 
tranfported do I call to mind the hours when I was permitted to 
mingle among the learned crowd, and lay at your feet, while you 
prefided in the {chools of the Magi! But how inexpreffible is the 
remembrance of fome few happy times, when with you I wandered 
in thofe blifsful paths, which heavenly contemplation feems before all 
others to have chofen for her peculiar abodes. It grieves me, faith- 
ful SMerpis, that any anxiety fhould difcompofe you amidft thofe 
delightful fcenes, much more, any about my fafety. A true zeal for 
the fervice of the Perfian monarch, to whom I am bound in the 
ftriGteft allegiance from the perfonal regards J owe him, has more 
than any other confideration attached me to his interefts. Whatever 
then be ordained my fate, I fhall endeavour with the greateft com- 
pofure to fubmit to it. For that being, whom I have learnt among 
you to adore with a purer worfhip, that immaterial and invifible, call 
him OROMASDES, or whatever other name fhall beft exprefs him 
to us, however clouds and darknefs at prefent are about him, or at 
Jeaft involve our weaker underftandings, cannot, I am perfuaded, 
but be both powerful, juft, and good ; neither will I believe that he 
who fincerely feeks to pleafe him by ating virtuoufly, will in the 
event of things be neglected by him. In the midft of thefe cala- 
mities at Athens, the famous Hippocrarss is arrived there; a man 
fo eminent for his excellent fkill and fuccefs in phyfic, that the 
greateft king thought no price too high to purchafe him; a man, 
whofe upright integrity, undaunted conf{tancy, and love of the 
Grecian name endears him to the Athenians beyond their greateft 
benefactors, as his forementioned excellencies raife their efteem and 
veneration for him, as if their god Apoxto or AESCULAPIUS were 
come down among them. And though it were prefumption almoft 


in 


Ee 
ie Yi 


| 
| 
} 
t 
$ 
f 
t 
| 
| 
I 
i 
| 
f 


: | 
/ ; 
| 
- 
it 
¥ 
if 


FD PO 909 SD 00 900g SD 89. ~ 809 “889, "889, SB “89, QD "S09, LD 002, QD $0 “200, “280. PFD Wo —D 


ATH ENTAN, (Leki TT E:RiS. 


in any thing to differ from thee, (and furely thy zeal for the Perfian 
glory, and extreme veneration of the great king, can never be too 
much applauded,) yet fay, O gentle Smerpis, can fuch a man de- 
ferve fo fevere a cenfure? The refufal is indeed aftonifhing ; fuch 
wealth, fuch power, fuch intereft with the greateft monarch of the 
world, were a bribe almoft for the ftriéteft virtue. But Hippo- 
CRATES can all this withftand: amazing obftinacy a Perfian would 
call it, fince the fubjeéts of the great king have learnt to fall before 
his throne, and proftrate themfelves at his footftool as to the fhrine 
of fome god; and I doubt not but cuftom has fo well reconciled to 


them a government, which the Greeks call flavery, that they do this 


with the heartieft veneration for their fovereign; and where fo ex- 
cellent a prince prefides, this may be perhaps the moft perfeét form 
of government. But as the genius and cuftoms of countries vary, 
of courfe the manners of men muft differ; and a diverfity of cir- 
cumftanees will make that in one inftance laudable, which were 
quite otherwife in another. To be born, educated, and converfe in 
the free ftates of Greece muft neceflarily form the mind to principles 
of liberty, and fettle in it very oppofite notions of what is great and 
virtuous, to thofe a Perfian will from his.education imbibe. It has 
done fo all along while Greece retained its priftine glory; and 
can there then be a more illuftrious example of Grecian virtue, 
can the love of one’s country be carried higher, or can inflexible 
honour and unbiafled greatnefs of foul be fhewn in any inftance that 
exceeds this ? 


From Salamis. 1. 
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70 ATHENIAN LETTERS, 


DET, er 


ORSAMES fo CLEANDER af# Salamis. From Saba in Arabia. 


LET.TER | pag aS Babylon we fell down the king’s river into the Tigris, 
' see ; the cataraéts in this part of it being lately removed at the re- 
prefentation of fome eminent merchants; and were conduéted in 
one of the royal galleys to the Perfian gulf, and landed upon Arabia 
the Happy at the Portus Itamus, the firft haven beyond the moun- 
tains which divide that diftri€ from the fandy deferts. As foon as 
we came into the Sabzan territories, the whole country feemed one 
univerfal altar, ever breathing forth fpontaneous incenfe to the hea- 
vens. The {weet effluvia are wafted by the winds, and {pread a 
grateful fragrance for many miles beyond the coafts. And even the’ 
fhores are covered with caffia and other odoriferous plants, that 


perfume the air with a ftrange variety of healthful and pleafant 
{cents. 
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“ The rich produé of this happy land brought to my mind the 
fable of Myrru.s’s transformation, and her deteftable paffion for 
her father Crnyras. The fiftions indeed of a poetical fancy are 
commonly as arbitrary as the ftories of the vulgar are incredible and 
ridiculous; and yet many traditionary fables, however wild and im- 
probable. they appear, are capable of being traced up to fome very 
diftant origin of truth. And thus, I was nota little furprized being 
told by a native of this country, that there is a people in the fartheft 
limits of the other Arabia, bordering upon Syria, whofe defcent is 
by the moft ancient and beft warranted records of hiftory, deduced 
from an unnatural mixture of the fame kind ; they inhabit upon the 
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river Arnon, and their chief city is Areopolis. ‘The country, as 
we entered it farther and came nearer to Saba, ftill grew-more ra- 
vifhing, as well to the eye as the other fenfes*. We faw in our 
way feveral wild affes and oftriches of a large fize, though both are 
more common in the deferts beyond the mountains. The firft are 
exceedingly fleet, but the way of hunting them is by horfemen 
placed up and down in different parts of the chace; for the creature, 
after having run fome time, will ftop and ftand ftill, but regains 
ground again fo faft, that no fingle horfe can keep up after it. Their 
flefh is efteemed by the luxurious in eating much nicer than that of 
venifon. The oftrich is not to be taken, becaufe when her feet fail 
her, fhe can ufe her wings to efcape. The fpacious plains, that lie 
between the mountains, are garnifhed with the frefheft herbage, and 
laid out by nature in the moft beautiful garden, where the fertile 
foil teams with aromatic gums and the party-coloured blofloms of 
odoriferous fpices. The fides of the mountains ftill exceed the 
vallies in plenteoufnefs. There rife the cleareft {prings, which, after 
they have run among the hills, fupply refrefhing rivers to water the 
plains beneath. ‘The hanging groves of palm-trees on the fteepeft 
declivities fhade the delighted traveller, while the impending rays of 
a more genial fun ripen the vegetable juices, and amidf the preg- 
nant minerals digeft the rich feeds of gold +. Saba, the ancient 
metropolis of this happy land, is fituated on an eafy afcent:. the 
mountains that furround it rife and fall in fhapes the moft pleafingly 
ftriking and romantic, difcovering the fummits of other hills be- 
yond them, which are feen in profpe& from the royal town, till the 
eye is loft in an undiftinguifhed mafs of fainter rifings, blended by 
their diftance amidft tranfparent clouds. I call it the royal town, 


* Xenoph. de Exped. Cyr. Ed. Francof. lib. prim. p. 256. 
+ Agatharchidis Periplo, p. 63. 
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9 ATHENIAN LETTERS 
WEN for a fort of kingly government ftill fubfifts in it*; nor have the 
t—-—— “Arabians of this diftriGt been ever fubjeted to a foreign power, as 


the Arabians in general are rather friends and allies to the Perfian 
empire, as they were before to the Affyrian, than vaflals and tri- 
butaries to either; though upon fome occafions they have courted 
by prefents the favour of our mighty monarchs. The riches and 
grandeur of this place befpeak it to have been the feat of many po- 
tent princes. The palace, the citadel, and the ruins of a library, 
fhew the moft expenfive ftate of royal magnificence. The porticos 
of their public buildings are overlaid with gold; but the fplendor of 
fome of their private houfes is incredible. A monument is ftill 
fhewn in an ancient temple, where they fay is repofed the facred 
duft of a queen, once the wonder and glory of the Eaft: a queen, 
whofe genius was equal to the higheft things, and her learning and 
knowledge proportionate to her genius. It was her thirft after the 
endowments of the latter, that induced her to travel into the diftant 
country of Judea, with infinite pomp and magnificence, to vifit a 
king renowned for the greatnefs of his wifdom, the riches of his 
kingdom, and the profperity of his reign. She proved him by hard 
queftions, and difcourfed with him on fubjeéts of the moft refined 
nature. His wifdom, his riches, his profperity, exceeded the re- 
ports of fame, and wrapt her in the deepeft aftonifhment. Under 
her reign Arabia was a powerful and flourifhing kingdom 7+; an 
epoch of its greatnefs more certain than the ancient times they boaft, 
of their kings reigning in Babylonia before the days of Ninus. She 
ruled with wifdom and equanimity, beloved by her fubjeéts, and 
regarded by all as their common parent: her court was a college of 
learned men, where all were generoufly received, and met with {uit- 
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able rewards, who made any ufeful improvements in arts and fciences, 
er new difcoveries in the knowledge of nature. Among other im- 
provements *, the Arabians are efteemed to be {killed in augury and 
foothfaying. Whether there is any certainty in this {cience, it be- 
longs not to me to difpute. Our great Cyrus is reported to have 
_paid a religious regard to augury. It is not improbable, that as 
the warmth and pleafantnefs of the climate will allow them to lie 
out all the year in the fields with their flocks and cattle, which, in 
feveral parts of this country, they are great dealers in, they may 
have made more obfervations than others upon the different flights 
and motions, the various founds and voices, of the fowls of the air. 
My fhort ftay here, in pafling through the country, will not per- 
mit me to make a ftri& inquiry into their religious doétrines and 
ceremonies. But the chief objets of their worfhip are the fun 
and moon }, which they name in their language Urotalt and Alilat ; 
and to Urotalt is daily offered frankincenfe and myrrh in his temple 
at Saba. They pay likewife a religious regard to the fouls of their 
moft eminent lawgivers and benefactors {, upon a perfuafion, which 
has pretty generally prevailed throughout the world, and isa principle 
of the philofophy of the Sabian Magi, that thofe excellent perfons 
were benevolent demons, who from a fuperior happy ftate defcended 
into mortal bodies, and were contented to fubmit to all the incon- 


veniencies and evils of human life, for the benefit and advantage of 
mankind. 


* Cicero, de Divin. lib.i. c. 42. 

+ Herod. Thal. c.8. Philoftorg. in Phot. Strabo, & Theophraf. 
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ed Thy letter, CLEANDER, has juft reached me, in which thou con- 


———J_ ceiveft too high an opinion of my parts and improvements. But 
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Se i caelaa 


however incapable I am of anfwering thy expectations, or following 


thy excellent rules for the dire@tion of my travels, I am glad thou 


encourageft me to unbofom to thee fuch trivial obfervations, as a va- 
riety of new objects will naturally fuggeft; which to a young tra- 
veller, when the fancy is heated, and his thoughts diftrated with 
repeated novelties, is next to the pleafure he took in feeing the things 


ag Oe 


themfelves. I rejoice that thou art removed to Salamis, and that our 
excellent monarch has fuch a tender regard for his able and faithful 
minifters, Adieu. 


L. 
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ToerkEro Ab) tisitoi Rael, 


CLEANDER to GOBRYAS. 


y laft letters, noble fcribe, contained a faithful account of the 

miferable ftate of Athens, under the affliGiing circumftances of 
a war and. peftilence united to diftrefs them. The pofture of their 
affairs, fince I wrote, has received no alteration, but what increafes 
their difcontent, and adds to their misfortunes. Befides the con- 
tinuance of the plague, the operations of this fummer’s campaign 
were not much’ in their favour. PERICLES has been forced to raife 
the fiege of Epidaurus, and is returned home with his fquadron, 


after wafting the coafts of Peloponnefus, which is the only damage 
their enemies have received from this expedition. News is fince 
come, that the fiege of Potidza goes on very flowly; the army be- 
fore that place being much weakened, as well by the fallies of the , 
garrifon as by the plague, which a late reinforcement from Athens 


brought 
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brought among them. The Peloponnefian army did not ftay long oe TER 


in the territories of Attica; for hearing that PERICLES was ravaging 
their country, and being apprehenfive of infection from the plague, 
they retired home, and are now difperfed into their refpetive cities. 
The Lacedemonians are preparing to invade the ifland of Zacynthus. 
The party oppofite to Pericies take advantage of his ill fuccefs at 
Epidaurus, to incenfe the people againft him, who expeéted he 
would have made their domeftic grievances more tolerable, by ex- 
tending their power and reputation abroad. CLEON accufes him in 
every aflembly, in his infolent and declamatory harangues, as the fole 
caufe of the miferies of Greece. He charges him with having in- 
volved his country in an expenfive war, purely for his own intereft, 
and the prefervation of his own authority; and then wafting the 
public treafure in fruitlefs expeditions, and fuffering their enemies 
to infult them at their gates, through cowardice and imprudence in 
the conduct of it. Another piece of flander is fpread about, relat. 
ing to a decree of the Athenians againft Megara, which prohibits all 
commerce between the two cities, makes it capital for any native of 
Megara to be feen in the dominions of Athens, and enjoins the ge- 
nerals of the republic to make an annual invafion of their terri- 
tories. This fevere decree the Lacedemonians demanded to have 
reverfed ; which Peric es ftrenuoully oppofed, recriminating upon 
the Megareans for harbouring their revolted flaves, and murdering 
an Athenian herald. However, it is confidently affirmed here, that 
he promoted this affair with no other view than to revenge an in- 
fult put upon his miftrefs Aspas1a by fome young Megareans, who 
Stole away two of her flaves. PERICLEs and his friends juftify his 
meafures at large, againft all thefe accufations. They reprefent, 
“* that whoever confiders the fituation of affairs in Greece, muft be 
** convinced that the war wanted no incendiary to fet it on foot, 
“ fince it owes its rife to a very natural caufe, the jealoufies of La- 
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cedemon and Peloponnefus of the grandeur of Athens; particu- 
larly of the former, as they thought it had rifen upon the ruins 
of theirs ;. that the Athenians had paid more regard even to the 
literal fenfe of treaties than their enemies, who, before the war 
broke out, required them to fatisfy the complaints of the Corin- 
thians and Megareans without farther debate, though it was ex- 
prefsly ftipulated by an article of the laft treaty between the Gre- 
cian ftates, that all controverfies fhould be referred to arbitrators, 
to be determined in an amicable way, before either party had re- 
courfe to arms: That many of the Lacedemonians demands, 
though not in themfelves unjuft, were yet rendered improper ta 
be granted, by the imperious manner in which they were urged ; 
and that a tame and ready fubmiffion to them would have been 
looked upon as a tacit confeflion, in the Athenians, of weaknefs 
and pufillanimity. They vindicate the management of the war, 
by laying it down as a clear maxim, that every ftate fhould exert 
its natural ftrength in carrying one on; and that the Athenian 
fuperiority in a naval force makes it neceflary to form fuch a plan 
of operations as is-moft fuitable to the fea-fervice: That the 
Peloponnefian invafion of Attica can never be of long duration, 
becaufe the country furnifhes no fubfiftence for the forces; and it 
would be a rath attempt to befiege fo ftrong and well-garrifoned a 
city as Athens: That in the mean time their coafts are expofed, 
their commerce ruined, and their {quadrons not able to refift thofe 
of the Athenians.’ . 


This is the fum of the charge on the one hand, and the defence 


on the other. Thofe who exert themfelves with moft. addrefs in 


behalf of PERICLES, are his nephew ALCIBIADES, a young man 


of an afpiring difpofition, and his old friend EpH1ALTEs the orator. 
CLEON, HypPERBOLUS, and ToumipEs, men of low birth, but 
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fome popular talents, are the great oppofers of his adminiftration. 
And though I am far from thinking it faultlefs, yet, in the prefent 
difpute, I believe moft argument will be found on his fide, and the 
greateft variety of fcandal on that of his adverfaries. However, 
things here are in a very fluctuating condition. At prefent the 
people thew themfelves fo uneafy at the continuance of the plague 
and the war together, that in the laft aflembly embafladors were fent 
to Lacedemon to declare that they were ready to accept peace on 
any reafonable conditions. But I hear the laft letters from thence 
give no hopes of obtaining it. I fhall conclude this difpatch with 
mentioning, that HippocRATES of Cos was ordered, by a late de- 
cree, to be initiated in the facred myfteries, to be prefented with a 
crown of gold, to enjoy all the privileges of an Athenian citizen, 
and to be maintained at the public charge for the reft of his life. 


Such, potent minifter, are the rewards of virtue amongft the 
Grecians ; fuch the incitements to defpife danger in the fervice of 
their country! A crown, beftowed by the free voice of the ftate ; 
a ftatue erected to their honour; or a mark of refpe&t fhewn to 
their pofterity ; are fuflicient recompences for the moft illuftrious 
actions, and allowed to none but perfons of diftinguifhed merits. 
Whilft they can attain thefe, they defpife the treafures of the Eaft, 
and account it more honourable to be a native of Athens or Sparta, 
though upon the level with their fellow-citizens, than a fatrap of Perfia,. 
who has the ineftimable diftin@ion of approaching the fplendid. 
throne of the lord of Afta. 


From Salamis. ) Pp; 
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ARTAPHERNES fo CLEANDER. From the Foret of Nyfa, near 
Ecbatana. 


: ones year in the hurry of your firft arrival at Athens, if the difordered 


{tate of the province of Lydia, which was then added, by the king’s 
goodnefs, to my former government of Sardis, did not furnifh me 
with a fufficient excufe. 


LETTER I SHOULD own myfelf unworthy the correfpondence you began laft 


The corruptions and irregularities which, under the fatrap my 
predeceflor, had crept into the military and civil affairs of the pro- 
vince, as the management of the forces, the revenue, and the judi- 
cial proceedings, required not only an early, but in many cafes a 
fevere correction. I was obliged to remove feveral of the chief of- 
ficers, to punifh others as they deferved, and to prefer thofe who, 
for their abilities and integrity, were before neglected and difgraced. 
But as the moft neceflary reformation feldom fails of making the 
promoter of it unpopular, complaints were made againft me at court 
by the perfons removed, which, at the earneft requeft of their 
friends, occafioned a particular order to the infpectors, who are fent 
annually through the provinces of the empire to examine the con- 
duct of the governors, that they fhould make a ftria inquiry into 
mine. After a long and exact examination, I was declared to have 
acted, not only with impartial juftice, but with the greateft regard 
to the honour of the empire, and the fervice of the king. And 
foon after the commiflioners had made their report, I received a 
jetter of thanks and approbation, figned with the king’s own fignet, 

befides 
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befides a rich Median veft, a farther proof of the royal favour. Bee 
The affairs of Lydia being now quiet, and proceeding in a regular ey 


well-ordered courfe, I took a journey this fummer to vifit my friends 
at Ecbatana, and write to you from Mecasyzus’s palace in the 
foreft of Nyfa; where that great man entertains his friends with 
that humanity and politenefs which are fo natural to him. Hy- 
DasPEs, Gosryas, and INTAPHERNES, the captain of the Im- 
mortals, lay afide, now they are here, the manners of the court and 
the formalities of their offices; and converfe upon the terms of 
freedom without levity, and friendthip without affeGed referves. 
However, that we may not quite forget our diftina: employments, 
and think ourfelves transformed into Baétrian Magi, it frequently 
happens, that the minifter is fummoned to council, the fecretary 
returns to his office, the chamberlain to his ftation in the palace, 
the commander to his quarters; and all of us attend the king to the 
chace, which, you know, is the ufual diverfion of the court. At 
the laft hunting match on Mount Orontes, a fierce tiger leaped out 
of a clofe thicket, and fprung forwards towards the king, who was 
in the utmoft danger. ARtyputus, the fon of Mecanyzus, ftep- 
ped immediately before him, and with one ftroke of his javelin 
laid the furious beaft dead upon the fpot. Nor was our generous 
lord unmindful of fo fignal an inftance of courage and refolution; 
for he prefented his deliverer with a gold chain worth rooo darics, 
befides adding the moft obliging expreffions of praife and efteem, 
This accident has been the more talked of, as the father was for- 
merly difgraced for the very fame thing that now procures rewards 
to the fon. But the cafe of the former gave rife to an edia, de- 
claring it lawful to ftrike a beaft before the king had flung his dart, 
which was before looked upon as the higheft inftance of difrefpedt. 
The Cadufians have, from their mountainous country, made an in- 
curfion upon the northern parts of Media, taken a rich booty, and 

defeated 


a 


80 ATHENIAN LETTERS. 


LETTER defeated the fatrap, who attempted to oppofe their ravages. A body 
U+—— of troops lately marched towards thofe frontiers, and ARTYPHIUS 
fet out to-day with a ftronger detachment to reinforce them. His 
late brave ation furthered nota little his advancement to be general 
in this expedition; and as he is a young man of extraordinary fkill 
and valour, it is not’doubted but that he will foon reduce thefe bar- 
barians. I think you will know all the court news, when I have 
told you that Bacorazezs, the eunuch, is made cup-bearer. Hy- 
DASPES, the chamberlain, comibunicated your laft letter to the 
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company here, which gave them great entertainment. ‘They are only 


concerned that Perfia cannot afford materials of equal value for an 


anfwer. Your friends think fhortly of ufing your afliftance in the 


purchafe of Grecian books and curiofities. Such commiflions will 
not be the leaft troublefome part of your employment. Your re- 
peated acknowledgments for the good offices I did you with the 
Perfian minifters were quite unneceflary; it is a fufficient return 
that you anfwer their higheft expe€tations. Farewel. 


ie 


LEP POOR ETE 


MEGABYZUS ¢o CLEANDER. SFrom Ecbatana. 


APP BOR OH Gosryvas has already acquainted thee with what ap- 

probation thy accounts of the affairs of Greece are received, 
and in his laft difpatch had orders to open to thee the plan on which 
we determined to proceed in relation to thefe Grecian quarrels, and 
the reafons on which we formed it; yet I by no means think mytelf 
difpenfed from acknowledging thy letters, or exprefling, as well the 


particular fatisfation they have given me, as the hopes I conceive, 
that 
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that thy paft fervices will produce others of ftill greater value and ee 
importance. The plague, that rages at Athens, makes us a little H~—~ 
impatient to know, whether it will produce an alteration in their 
meafures ; for affairs in a popular conftitution are always fo fluctu- 
ating and unfteady, that any prefent inconvenience or misfortune 
turns the courfe of their politics, and even fhakes the foundations of 
their government. At the fame time, though the Athenians have 
already offered peace, I much queftion whether the Lacedzmonians 
will accept it, without impofing conditions the moft difadvantageous 
to the commerce and greatnefs of the former ; perhaps. obliging 
them to leflen the number of their fhips, or give up the proteétion 
of the moft ufeful of their allies. But if ever the Athenjans fubmit 
to thefe terms, they will lofe the two chief fources of their power 
and wealth, and be reduced to the fame inconfiderable ftate, from 


whence they were raifed, in my memory, by the judgment and 
valour of THEMISTOCLES. 
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Nor will it be for the intereft of Perfia, that either Lacedzmon or 
Athens fhould obtain the fuperiority over the reft of Greece, or be 
able to influence their counfels. In that cafe, the ruling common- 
wealth would be always ready and able to undertake fome united 
enterprize again{t Perfia, invade the fertile provinces of Afia Minor, 
wafte our coafts, encourage the difaffe@ion of our governors, always 
prepared, through fear of punifhment for their oppreffions, to thake 
off their obedience, and ereét the provinces entrufted to their care 
into independent principalities. But I hope for better things; that 
the fpirit of our great Cyrus, which watches over the mighty em- 
pire he fo glorioufly founded, will preferve the throne of his pof- 
terity from fuch infults; that the peace we continue to enjoy, will 
help us to expel every noxious humour or latent venom of fraud, 
tapine, and corruption, from the various parts of our government ; 
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LETTER that a ftrict exercife of military difcipline may reftore to us thofe 


\s———J hardy troops, which ravaged theempire of the Eaft from the Af 


fyrians, and made us mafters of the wealth and pompous ftructures 
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of Egypt; and that a regular and fteady purfuit of well-grounded 


eounfels may enable us to balance the divifions of Greece, and pre- 
ferve fuch an equality of power amongft its different ftates, as to turn 
the fcale effectually whenever we interpofe. 


The Peloponnefian embafladors, with Aristmus of Corinth at 
their head, are already on their way towards Thrace, where they 


are ordered to execute a commiflion with Srratces, and from 


thence to repair to the court of our great monarch. We fhall not 
be in hafte to difpatch them, but under pretence of examining the 


caufes of their quarrel with Athens, and the motives they may offer 


to engage us in their alliance, detain them, till we fee, whether the 


Athenians will follow them in applying for our affiftance, or till the 
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fortune of the war determines us which part it is moft advantageous 
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to Perfia to fupport. In the mean'time, continue to enquire, whe- 
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ther the Athenians are informed of this embafly, and fend us fpeedy 


ee 
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advice what refolutions they take upon it, by which it will be very 


w 


neceflary for us to regulate our behaviour. Our curiofity is not lefs 


ef 
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raifed to know how Pericrezs ftands his ground in this difficult fitu- 


as 


ation. I cannot think they have any one confiderable enough, 
either for abilities or authority, to fucceed him in the chief manage- 
ment of their affairs. Be affured, CLEANDER, that however thefe 
fickle republics, founded in difcord and mutability, change their 
favourites, becaufe the fhining luftre of their great qualities expofe 
them to the malicious efforts of popular envy, the court of Perfia 
follows no fuch maxim; the unjuft cuftom of oftracifm is not yet 
eftablifhed here. Thy merits, far from giving umbrage, fecure to 
thee the protection of thy prince and the efteem of his minifters ; 

and 
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and far from obftruGting thy advancement, or rendering thee liable oe B 
to difgrace, are the fureft and moft honourable methods of furthering ————— 


thy progrefs in the one, and preferving thee from any danger of the 
other. Adieu. 
P. 
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ORSAMES fo CLEANDER. JLrom Thebes in Egypt. 


Wa eos we had traverfed Arabia, and feen in our way the fepulchre 

of Ifis and Ofiris at Nyfa, the pillars of which are infcribed in 
the facred Agyptian letters, we pafled the Idumzan gulf, and our 
tour lay ftrait for No-Ammon. This is the ancient Thebes of 
fEgypt, celebrated in the writings of the Grecian HOMER. The 
city is in circuit 140 ftadia, but anciently took in a much greater 
compafs ; and both for the magnificence of its buildings, as well as 
the wealth contained within its walls, was efteemed not only the 
moft beautiful and noble one of Hgypt, but of the whole world. 
From the long records of the Theban dynafty, it appears to have 
been founded in the earlieft times. It was taken by furprize *, and 
firft pillaged by the Carthaginians, when the rifing greatnefs of their 
republic began firft to annoy the neighbouring fates. It was after- 
wards invaded by the Affyrian, but fuffered moft from the madnefs 
of CamByses, when he returned from his thiopian expedition. 
Tt was then that ancient temple here, the largeft and richeft of the 
four, fo admirable for its beauty and greatnefs, was ftript of its gold, 
ivory, and precious ftones. However, the fabric is left ftanding, 


* Hanc inter exordia pandentis fe late Carthaginis improvifo exercitu duces op- 
preflere Peenorum. Ammian, Marcell. lib, xvii. 
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84. ATHENIAN LETTERS. 
neha and its circuit is 13 ftadia, 45 cubits the height, with a wall 24 feet 


Lava broad. There are about the city innumerable coloffal ftatues and 
obelifks of one entire ftone; and thefe form, on every fide of this 
famous capital, thofe ftately avenues which add fo much to its ap- 
parent largenefs. ‘The many quarries of marble and porphyry, of 
which the upper Agypt is full to the fouth, had furnithed them 
with materials; nor can we wonder that they found hands to raife 
{uch ftupendous works, when we are told that the ancient kings of 
Thebes carried their conquefts as far as Scythia, Baétria, and India. 
The city extends for a great length on both fides the Nile; and in 
ancient times an hundred ftables lay along the river, on the Lybian 
fide, from Thebes to Memphis, each of which would contain 200 
horfes, which were always ready for the fervice of the ftate and the 


quick difpatches of public couriers; and many of thefe remain to 
this day very entire. 


_ Among the principal wonders of gypt is always ranked the voeal 
ftatue of MEMNON *, which is of a ftone called the Bifaltes, of the 
hardnefs and colour of iron. Half of it from the head to the middle 
was broken off by CamByseEs; what remains isin a fitting pofture, 
the feet and legs clofed together. The found it utters at fun-rifing 
refembles that of the ftrings of a lyre, that is cracked and out of 
tune: the found I am witnefs to, but cannot be fure whether it 
came from the bafe or the ftatue, or from any by-{tander. Near this 
place + are concealed under-ground the moft venerable remains of 
4Egyptian antiquity, I mean the pillars of Hermes {. It was with 
much folicitation and difficulty I gained admittance to the place 
where they were fhewn, and by a particular favour of the priefts, 
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t Thebis trans Nilum ad Lupilyas quas vocant ftatua eft refonans. Pauf. Att. p- 78. 
} Syncell. p.40. bs Arnmian. Marcell. lib. xxii, Pp 232. 
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for which I am indebted to PHARNucEs, the governor. Within the 
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enclofure of an ancient edifice, a repofitory of the facred books and ——~—~ 


other monuments, you defcend a great depth by rough and craggy 
fteps in the rock ; the place feems to have been formerly dug into as 
a quarry. At the bottom a large gap opens before you, through 
which I was conducted into feveral dark chambers by perplexed 
' winding paflages, till at laft I difcovered a diftant glimmering light, 
which dire&ted me through a long narrow avenue, the farther end 
of which opened into a fpacious cave. The ftrange folemnity of 
the place muft {trike every one that enters it with a religious horror ; 
and is the moft proper to work you up into that frame of mind, in 
which you will receive, with the moft awful reverence and affent, 
whatever the prieft who attends you is pleafed to reveal concern- 
ing the wonderful monuments: depofited therein. Towards the 
farther end of the cave, or within the inmoft recefs of fome pro- 
digious caverns that run beyond it, you hear, as it were a great way 
off, a noife refembling the diftant roarings of the fea, and fometimes 
like the fall of waters dafhing againft rocks with great impetuofity. 
The noife is fuppofed to be fo ftunning and frightful, if you ap- 
proach it, that few, they fay, are inquifitive enough to fearch far 
into thofe myfterious fportings of nature. It put me in mind: of 
thofe caverns * of the Magi, under the mountains of my native 
Perfia, where, by a ftrange reverberation of founds in thofe hollow 
cavities, at firft you hear a confufed murmur, like the noife of 
numerous armies at the onfet of the battle; as you proceed farther, 
the noife thickens upon you as in the heat of an engagement ; at laft, 
it refembles the fhouts and acclamations of a victory. ‘The arrange- 
ment of the lamps in this cave is exceeding beautiful. There. are 
taper pillars from the ground to the height of the vault, probably 


* Clemens Alexand. Strom. hb. vi. 
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ATHENIAN LETTERS. 


LETTER eft in that fafhion when part of the natural rock was exca- 
ra ll vated, and the lamps hang about them from the bottom to the 


top. Surrounded with thefe pillars of lamps are each of thofe ve- 
nerable columns, which I am now to fpeak of, infcribed in the 
hieroglyphical letters with the primeval myfteries of the Egyptian 
learning. They are faid to have been placed here by HERMES 
TrismEcisTus *, a fageas highly reverenced amongft the Agyptians, 
as ZOROASTER is with us. ‘To him } they afcribe the contrivance 
of letters, and the firft forming of articulate founds, and every other 
invention of chief ufe to human life. They will not fettle his anti- 
quity ; only told me, that thefe pillars had withftood the ftrongeft 
fhocks of nature, and remained firm and entire, when an univerfal 
deluge laid wafte and fhattered this terraqueous globe. The fame 
perfon, I obferve, they generally call Tuorn, or ATHOTHES. 
To this MERcuURY is attributed the famous computation of 36,525 - 
years, in which period of time he fuppofed the feveral heavenly 
bodies did exactly go through all the relations, which they could 
have in their motions, to one another, and came round to the fame 
point from which all their courfes began; and upon thefe pillars, 
fay the priefts, he has given a perfe€&t demonftration of it. To 
thefe their hiftorians have recourfe for the ancient annals of this 
country. From thefe pillars, and the facred books, they maintain 
that all the philofophy and learning of the world has been derived. 
From thefe the ancient OrpHEUS borrowed’ his celebrated fyftem 
of the origin of things. To thefe PyrHacoras and THALES 
were indebted for thofe difcoveries which have eftablifhed their re- 
putation to all fucceeding ages. It was my good fortune to be here 
at a time when a great facrifice and luftration to the myfterious 
Hermes, or Mercury, was to be folemnized within the bowels 


* Or rather Mer-Cheres Trifmegiftus. - + Diod. Sic. lib. i. 
of 
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of this ftupendous cave, which is done once in fifty years; at which cog des 
time only it is granted, and that through a particular mark of fa- oeejmmed 


vour and courtefy, to fome ftranger of rank and diftinétion, to be 
admitted within thefe hallowed caverns. At other times only the 
tedious difcipline and preparations which Pyruacoras for thirty 
years underwent, to be initiated into their myfteries, would qualify 
one to be admitted to thefe facred monuments. 


The city takes its ancient name from the god AMMUN, whom 
the Greeks call Jupirer. He is the fame with Saturn, or 
CuRONUuS, the father of Osiris. From his other names, which 
are THAMus * and Cuamus, the whole land ftill retains at Thebes 
the name of Chemia +. He is reprefented with the face of a ram; 
and in Thebais the killing of that fpecies of animals would be 
punithed as a moft heinous and capital offence, which may be done 
but one day in the year, in the feftivals of their god; and then a 
fingle ram is flain, and his fkin { fleaed off to be hung upon the 
flatue of AMMUN; and the image of HERcULEs mutt be brought 
and fet before it; becaufe it is faid the god appeared in that manner 
to HERCULES, upon his earneft and prefling inftances to fee him, 
The carcafe of the ram is afterwards beaten by all that attend at the 
folemnity, and then buried in one of the facred repofitories. 


It is a tradition here §, that the firft prieftefles of the Libyan 
oracle of JupireER AMMUN, and of the Dodonzan oracle in Greece, 


were taken away, and fold by the Phoenicians into thofe countries 
out of Thebes. 


* Plato in Phoedro. Baosrtws rote ovlos Aiyials dans Qaud wepi trav pamyoanv moaw ra 
Givio tere, ov oi BAAmves Aiyumriag Onfas narior, x) Tov Secv Aupwva, p. 1240. be 

+ Eh rov Alyurlov Xnula nadecw. Plutar. de Ifide. 

} Herod. Euterp. 42. § Ibid. 54, 55. 
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88 ATHENIAN LETTERS. 


LETTER | fhall ftay here fome time, from whence I may entertain you with 


(== freth varieties, if my report of things is in any fort interefting. 
Adieu. L. 
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CLEANDER fo GoBRYAS. From Salamis. 


~rincE-my laft difpatch, noble {cribe, the ftate of Athens has con- 
tinued in a perpetual ferment. The jars and cabals of oppofite 


factions, the calamities of the plague, the weight and charge of the 
war, a general diflike of the prefent meafures, and no unanimity in 


a fteady purfuit of others, have by turns occafioned the utmoft per- 
plexity in the counfels, and impatience in the tempers, of this 
people. 


ey 
‘>. 


The embafladors they had fent to Lacedemon declared at their 
return, that peace could be obtained on no terms, but fuch as were 
abfolutely difadvantageous and unreafonable. When the prefent 
condition of their affairs was debated in an extraordinary aflembly, 
PERICLES rofe, and with a refolution not to be daunted by the cla- 
mours of his adverfaries, and a {trength of argument which they 
were unable to confute, endeavoured to foften the irritated minds of 
the people, to raife their drooping fpirits, and to turn their refentment 
from himfelf upon the Lacedemonians. He reprefented to them, 
* ‘That the reafons which induced him to enter into this war were 
** ftill the fame, and received no alteration from the crofs accidents 
© of fortune; which it was impoffible for the moft refined human 
“* prudence to forefee or prevent: That the misfortunes of parti- 
“* culars ought not to make them negle&t the common intereft of the 


* whole, 
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‘whole, which could not be fecured, but by preferving their a 
“ bravery and independence: That whilft they continued matters of UH-+¥—~ 
“ the fea, the ravages of their lands, or the lofs of their country- 
““ feats, were not to be regarded; thefe might eafily be recovered : 
“ but if they fuffered their fpirits to fink, and defpaired of fuccefs, 
they would not only be deprived of fuch ornamental advantages, 
“but of the moft effential one of all, in which confifted the very 


““ being of their republic, their liberty. Therefore (concluded he) 


“ leave off blaming your governors for an event that feems inflided 


“* by the hand of Providence; fince evils from Heaven are to be 


** patiently fubmitted to, thofe from men to be valiantly oppofed. 


“* Rouze up, Athenians, your ancient refolution and generofity ; 


** fend no more heralds to the Lacedemonians, and fhew yourfelves 


“as well worthy as able to maintain your pretenfions of being at 
“ the head of Greece.” I have given this fhort account of PE- 


RICLES’s fpeech, that the Perfian minifters might have an idea both 
of the manner of addreffing the people in thefe democratical govern- 
ments, and of that particular force and vivacity which diftinguith 
the eloquence of this great ftatefman. He obtained part of what 


he contended for; the aflembly refolved that no more overtures of 
peace fhould be made to the allies; but at the fame time, in the 
height of their warmth and violence, deprived him of his command, 
and fined him fifty talents, upon the motion of CLzoN and Simmtras. 
Thus Pertcies, who has fo long difpofed, almoft abfolutely, of the 
treafures, forces, and honours of Athens, is reduced by a fingle vote 


to the condition of a private citizen ; undiftinguifhed by any, ‘ex- 


cept his former reputation and eminent abilities, which {pread fuch 


a luftre round him, that no artful colouring of his adverfaries can 


ever deface. Nay, perhaps, to a philofophic eye he appears greater 


in his difgrace, which he bears with temper, than adorned with all 
the glory of external grandeur and dignity. The death of feveral 
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ATHENIAN LETTERS, 


Ete ch of his friends and chief confidents in bufinefs, and the divifions oc 


Leen cafioned in his family, through the extravagance of his fon XAN- 


Tippus, add no {mall preffure to his misfortunes. 


As foon as thefe animofities begin to cool, I fhall not fail to fend 
advice in what hands the adminiftration feems moft likely to be 
lodged ; whether in a fet of new favourites, or (as feveral imagine) 
in thofe of the old one. I come now to anfwer the particular di- 
rection thou gaveft me concerning the Peloponnefian embafly, which 
has been fince repeated by MecGasyzus; and I am forry my in- 
formation muft prove difagreeable, for the Athenians are now ac- 
quainted with the defign on which the embafladors are fent to 
SITALCES and our great mafter, and the route they are to take. 
Yefterday the fenate difpatched a courier, with private orders to 
their minifters at the court of SITALCEs; and though the contents 
of them are not publicly known, and are kept as fecret as any thing 
can be in a popular government, I have no room to doubt that they 
contain a demand that the Peloponnefian embafladors fhould be put 
into their hands; in which requeft they expeé to be aflifted by Sa- 
pocus, the fon of the Thracian prince, who was laft year made a 
citizen of Athens. ARisTEUS, the chief of the embafly, is parti- 
cularly aimed at: it appears that the revolt of Potidea, and the 
troubles in Thrace, are owing to his contrivance. Might I prefume 
to advife the Perfian miniftry, if this letter arrives in time, fome 
perfon of addrefs and {kill in the Thracian manners fhould be fent, on 
the part of the king, to Sirauces, and endeavour, either by menaces 
or bribes, to prevent fo bafe a compliance. But thou muft receive 
advice of the iffue of this matter much fooner from PHARNABAZUS, 
the governor of the Hellefpont, than from hence. I cannot, how- 
ever, help expref!ing my concern for the. fafety of thefe embafladors. 
The Athenians, in their prefent headftrong ungovernable difpofi- 

tion, 


aS ad Nia Skike ON Na OS a 


ATHENIAN LETTERS. or 


tion, and the warm refentment they exprefs againft the Lacedzmo- Eee R 
nians, are:not likely to pay much regard to their facred rights. SS a 


I fhall take the firft opportunity of removing to Athens, when- 
ever it can be done without danger of infe@tion from the plague. 
In the mean time, illuftrious fatrap, permit me to return my huimbleft 
acknowledgments for the honour of the confidence thou repofeft in 
me; unworthy as I am to partake in the councils of Perfia, I will 
at leaft make no ill ufe of thofe entrufted to my fecrecy, but punc- 
tually obferving the orders I receive, and regulating my Own ‘con- 
du& by the rules they prefcribe, I will endeavour to fupply all de- 
ficiencies in knowledge and experience, by the zeal and integrity of 
my fervice. P. 


Deeetee lw eae Lo ee ON LL” 
CLEANDER fo ORSAMES. JF rom Salamis. 


WOULD endeavour, noble fatrap, to equal, if not the agreeable 
and lively ftile, which embellifhes thy letters, at leaft that judi- 
cious choice of materials in them, which joins fo artfully inftru@tion 
to ornament; and I imagine, that a fhort furvey of the prefent ftate 
of Grecian philofophy will not be an unentertaining fpeculation to 
one of thy improved and extenfive curiofity. Befides the general 
ufe of an inquiry, which lays before usa kind of hiftory of human 
reafon, of the difcoveries it is capable of making, the exalted 
heights to which it can attain, and the gradual and regular {teps 
by which it proceeds in the fearch of ufeful truth, I pleafe myfelf 
with thinking, that a particular advantage, with regard to thee, will 
attend my difcuffing this fubje&. For as Egypt may be called the 
N 2 parent 
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Baan parent foil of fcience, from whence the Greek philofophers tran 
XXVI. 


-—-—/ planted many dodtrines taught in the colleges of the priefts, to cul- 


tivate them afterwards in their own {chools; it is probable, that a 


view of thé chief tenets maintained in the latter will further thy in- 


quiries into the more myfterious learning of the former, which muft 
reciprocally throw in light upon fome obfcurities in the condu@ and 
notions of thofe who, by their long ftay in Egypt, received no fmall 
tinCture of the manners of their inftruétors. The Greek philofophy 
is at prefent divided into two principal feéts, the Ionic, which was 
founded by THALEs the Milefian, and the Italic, which owes its 
rife to PYTHAGORAS. THALES was born in the 35th olympiad, 
and is remarkable for being the firft Grecian who taught a regular 
fyftem of philofophy, and left a fucceffion of difciples behind him 
to eftablifh and maintain it. In the earlier part of his life he tra- 
velled into Agypt, and during a refidence of feveral years there, ap~ 
plied himifelf with fuch genius and induftry to the fciences, under 
the direGtion of the priefts, that he became able at laft even to in- 
ftruct his mafters; and, it is faid, fhewed them how to meafure the 
height of the pyramids. He was afterwards employed in the fervice 
of Crorsus king of Lydia; and contrived to make the river 
Halys fordable for the army of that prince, by drawing off the water 
into trenches. On his return to Greece, he lived in a learned re- 
tirement, dividing his time between the culture of his favourite 
{tudies, geometry and aftronomy, and the inftruétion of his fol- 
lowers, who held him in the utmoft veneration. He has left feveral 
moral precepts on record; but is moft celebrated for his knowledge 
of nature. He taught, that water was the principle out of which 
the Supreme Being created all things; that the univerfe is filled with 
invifible fpirits, who infpe@ the aétions of men ; that the earth is 
fituated in the middle of the world, and moves round its own center, 
He was the firft among the Greeks who calculated eclipfes of the fun 
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and moon, and madé obfervations on the motions of the celeftia 


bodies. It is owing to him, that thofe wonderful phenomena, which ——~——~ 


by the ignorant and fuperftitious are looked upon as omens of ap- 
proaching calamity, and tokens of the Divine wrath, appear to the 
philofophic eye as the fimple and regular operations of beneficent 
and various nature ; a difcovery which alone ought to recommend 
his name to the efteem of pofterity. He died in the ninety-fecond 
year of his age, whilft he was prefent at the Olympic games, and 
ANAXIMANDER fucceeded him in the Ionic fchool. There is little 
known of this philofopher, except that in fome points he did not 
adhere to the doctrine of his mafter ; particularly he held, that there 
was nothing in the univerfe but an immenfe matter endowed with 
an infinite motion; and that in the fruitful bofom of the immenfe 
matter, every thing was produced by an eternal revolution of forms. 
By eftablifhing this fyftem, he excluded, at leaft tacitly, the exift- 
ence of a fupreme intelligent firft caufee ANAXIMENES, his fuc- 
ceflor, afcribed the origin of all things to the air, and exerted his 
mechanical {kill in the invention of a fun-dial, which was firft fet 
up at Lacedemon, to the no fmall admiration of that warlike but 
unpolifhed people. The fchool of THaxes was tranfported by 
ANAXAGORAS from Miletus, where till his time it had flourithed, to 
Athens, as a more confpicuous theatre for his talents to difplay 
themfelves in. This philofopher was of a noble family in Ionia; 
but renounced all pretenfions to a fhare in the government of his 
country, and the inheritance of a confiderable eftate, in order to ap- 
ply himfelf with lefs interruption to the ftudy of wifdom and the 
fearch of truth. Whilft he refided at Athens, he had the honour of 
reckoning PERICLES amongft his difciples; and it is generally be- 
lieved, that the ftatefman owes no {mall part of his political as well 
as natural knowledge to the letures of the fpeculative fage. The 
enemies of the former, unable to ruin his credit with the people, 
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ade es R refolved to attack him in the perfons of his friends, and accufed 


L—~——— ANAXAGORAS of degrading the fun from the number of the gods, 
by defining it to be a mafs of fiery matter. The Athenians, who, 
by an odd contradidtion, exprefs frequently a warm zeal for the 
honour of their deities, when injured, as they imagine, by the phi- 
lofophers, though they fuffer them to be expofed with the low buf- 
foonery of the comic poets, condemned him to death; but he avoided 
the fentence, by retiring to Lampfacus, where he died foon after. 
His difciples erected two altars to his memory, and dedicated the one 
to the eternal mind, and the other to truth. 


ANAXAGORAS always declared himfelf againft the notion of the 
world’s being formed by chance, and attributed the order and life 
which are obfervable in it to the direGtion of an infinitely wife and 
powerful mind. He held that there is no vacuum in nature; that 
every body is divifible in infinitum, and compofed of little particles 
of a fimilar nature, as blood, for inftance, of particles of blood, 
water of particles of water, &c. But I need not tire thy patience, 
with enlarging further on the lives and tenets of the philofophers of 
this fe&: what I have already faid is fufficient to give thee a tole- 
rable idea of them; and thou haft judgment enough to perceive, 
that many of their opinions, being only founded on the probable 
affertions of fyftem, inftead of proofs drawn from nature herfelf, 
muft be left for confirmation, or rejeétion, to the more accurate 
inquiries of future ages. I fhall only add, that the Ionic {chool 
under ARCHELAUS, its prefent chief, has produced a difciple who 
feems likely to eclipfe the fame, not only of his mafter, but of every 
philofopher who has yet arifen in Greece. His name is SOCRATES, 
and he applies himfelf wholly to the moral part of philofophy, ne- 
glecting the natural, as a fcience too fanciful and uncertain. I muft 
refer thee to another letter for an account of the Italic fe&t, and of 
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PyTHAGORAS ‘its great founder, fince this is already fwelled to a ees 
greater length than I intended it fhould. If I indulge too far the —~—— 
honour thou haft granted me of thy correfpondence, be perfuaded, 
generous ORSAMES, that it is not owing to any impertinent affecta- 
tion of informing thee, or any want of refpect to thy quality, but to 
that early tafte I perceive in thee for ufeful literature, and my ar- 


dent defire to fhare in that rational plan of education which thou 


Mee Meee al 2 


haft laid down, of blending the elegant accomplifhments of Grecian 


arts with the manly feverities of the ancient difcipline of Perfia. 
Adieu. 


P. 


Deielagl er eR wer XX VL 


Gosryas to CLEANDER. Jyvrom Ecbatana. 


(are spe PO a al i 


ce news of PERICLES’s removal from public bufinefs gave me 
no great furprize. I know how precarious great honours are, 


and wonder moft that he has fo long maintained an authority, which 
the envious great and the lawlefs multitude have agreed to call tyran- 
nical. The Greeks continue to anfwer the prayer of XERXES, by 
difgracing the moft worthy citizens; and I wifh the refentment of 
PERICLES would throw him into the interefts of Perfia, where 
he would be received with no lefs honour than his great predeceffor 
‘THEMISTOCLES. 


The king fent to intercede with S1raLces, that the Peloponnefian 
embafladors might proceed to this court ; but they were already de- 


livered up to the Athenians, at the requeft of his fon Sapocus, who 
has requited, by an act of treachery, the honour they did him laft 
year of making him free of Athens. He may with hereafter that 

fo 
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LETTER Us CN Ae ere . p 
xxvii. 10 trifling a privilege had given place to the opportunity of doing a 


Lyme orateful act to the lord of Afia. 


[ am under no lefs apprehenfion than yourfelf for the lives of 
thofe men, at a time when the ftates are fo exafperated againft each 
other. It might be well to infinuate, that violent meafures would 
confirm ARTAXERXxES the enemy of Athens, already fufficiently 
irritated by their condu@&. The embafladors defigned for Perfia are 
indeed Peloponnefians, and they may plead the reafonablenefs of 
taking all advantages of an enemy; yet prudence and their misfor- 
tunes might teach them that they have no need of a new and more 
powerful one. At fuch a jun@ture, if they had receded a little from 
their pretenfions, the courtefy would not have been mifplaced ; for 
we truft, that it is already in the hands of our monarch to determine 
the fuccefs to either party, and perhaps to reap the fruit of the war. 
I with it were poffible thou couldft put on the charaéter of embaflador 
for one day, and afk the council of Athens, whether they were de- 
termined to make ARTAXERXEs their foe? Methinks I fee them: 
confounded for an anfwer. Strait a rumour {fpreads among the po- 
pulace, that the Perfian muft be appeafed: they aflemble in a tumul- 
tuous manner, and demand the Peloponnefians of their magiftrates, 
and fend them honourably attended to the court of Perfia. But I 
leave it to your difcretion to ufe fuch means as may feem moft effec- 
tual to preferve them. Your diftance from the city gives me little 
profpect of fuccefs; and I am not fuch an enemy to Perfia, as to 
think their redemption an equivalent for the hazard of your life. Keep 
your ftation. I fend you no command from the king, of which he 
requires a ftricter obfervance, than that you confult your fafety. 
Farewel, : 


H. 
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ORSAMES fo CLEANDER. From Thebes. 


AVING in a former letter mentioned to thee, CLEANDER, the 

hieroglyphical infcriptions of the famed Hermetic pillars in this 
country, I will here endeavour to give thee fome general idea of the 
nature and conftruction of this myftic charaéter. The Aigyptians, 
ever fince the age of their renowned HERMES or Taautus, have 
given much, it is {aid, into the humour of reprefenting their thoughts 
to each other in a way of emblem or fenfible imagery; a kind of 
expreffion, thou wilt obferve, which addreffes itfelf to the eyes, in- 
ftead of the hearing, and which feems indeed to have this advan- 
tage, at firft thought, of the method of {peaking by founds; that 
whereas words are merely arbitrary fubftitutes of the ideas they are 
ufed for, the characters of this picture-language have a fort of na- 
tural fignificancy in them, an aptnefs of themfelves to convey their 
particular meaning. ‘The firft principles of the art I am {peaking of 
(which, from being much ufed in the Jacra of this country, patles 
here under the general name of hieroglyphics) are laid in certain ob- 
fervable analogies, relations, or correfpondencies of the particular 
forms, actions, or qualities of animals, to certain fa&ts in nature, 
morals, or hiftory. From whence it is eafy to infer, that the prime 
elements, or radical words, if one may call them fo, in this emble- 
matical language, were, as in all other languages, not very nume- 
rous; and that the copioufnefs it is now poffeffed of has been the 
work of time and fucceflive improvement: for a foundation once 
eftablifhed in fome few of the fimpler and more obvious analogies 


above hinted at, the fuperftru€ture, thou wilt readily conceive, would 
VOL. I, O be 
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be capable of infinite enlargement, as more nice and critical obferva- 


tions in the kind fhould bring in new materials for this purpofe. 
It has doubtlefs been with this view, that the Agyptians have ever 
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been remarkable for beftowing a more than ordinary attention upon 
the various particularities of their country animals. And the fruit 
of their application this way abundantly fhews itfelf in that large 
fund of fymbols they have in ule, for treating almoft every fubject 
one can think of. To fignify, for example, the introduction of 
tillage and agriculture among them by the beneficent OstRis, one of 


their gods, whom they boaft to have reigned in this country, they 


defcribe an ox’s head; the animal made ufe of by him, as it has 


been ever fince, in ploughing their lands. When they would re- 


prefent any perfon with a numerous offspring, they exhibit the 


figure of a crocodile; an animal, it feems, remarkable with them for 
its prolific and fruitful quality. Thus again, the goat being ob-_ 


ferved to be a more than ordinary falacious and wanton animal, is 


for this reafon made the A.gyptian emblem of animal generation at 
large; as is the hawk and the ferpent of the vital principle in ani- 
mal bodies, from their being themfelves fuppofed to partake, in an 
eminent degree, of that ether or f{pirit in which it is imagined life 


confifts. When they would exprefs the moon, they do it under the 
figure of an ape, which they obferve to have a kind of fympathy 
with this divine luminary; inafmuch as, at the time of the new 
moon, the males of this {pecies become blind, refufe their ufual food, 
and fhew evident tokens of forrow for the then total difappearance 
of the moon’s light; the females, at the fame feafon, befides what 
happens to them in common with the males, fuffering, it is remarked, 
a periodical infirmity of their own. The fame animal is moreover 
the Aigyptian mark of the two equinoxes; it being found at each 
of thefe to have a regular difcharge of urine once every hour, during 


the whole four-and-twenty. It were endlefs to enlarge upon this 


article, 
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article, CLEANDER; and there is the lefs reafon for it, as the parti- L Poe ER 
culars I have already mentioned may fuffice to anfwer my intention —H—+— 
in this letter. I think it not improbable, that the want of a regular 
alphabet firft introduced this hieroglyphical language into gypt. 
But the priefthood here, who lofe no opportunity to give the world 
an advantageous idea of their own order, have fince found it ex- 
tremely ufeful, in eftablifhing that high reputation they are in for 
wifdom of every kind; inafmuch as, being perfe&t matters of human 
nature, they have not failed to pradtife upon that prevailing foible 
of it, the thinking fecrecy a fure token of importance, by contriving 
this, amongft other methods, to perplex the avenues to that know- 


ledge they are poffeffed of, in order to raife the idea and inhance the 
credit of it. Adieu. 


O. 


Sa a in 


Le? ET? EAR SOR 


HyYpDASPES ¢o CLEANDER. 


ss hide court, which of late years has pafled its winters at Sufa, is 

now removed to {pend this at Babylon; and though the plea- 
fure of feeing fo celebrated a city, and enjoying the fpacious and 
well-cultivated country which lies round it, may have induced the 
king to change, for a time, the ufual feat of his refidence, yet I be- 
lieve policy has fome part in the refolution. For as Babylon was 
once the metropolis of a powerful empire, where the court of the 
Affyrian monarchs was conftantly held, it is not without relu€tance 


that the inhabitants fubmit toa foreign yoke; and from being always 
honoured with the prefence of kings, and graced with privileges, 
are now burdened with taxes for the fupport of their conquerors, 
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HET TER and ruled by governors. Our monarch has rendered ‘himfelf very 
XXX! 


U———) acceptable here, by remitting part of the tribute, which this pro- 


vince paid to: his predeceffors, and receiving with the utmoft affabi- 
lity the fatraps of the country, who came upon his arrival to proftrate 
themfelves at his feet. He has been willing that they fhould partake 
of all the diverfions of his court, and difmiffes none whofe merits 
are confpicuous, without fome mark of diftinction. Is not a prince 
worthy to poflefs the empire of the Eaft, who like him exerts his 
abfolute power for the good of his fubjects; who travels through 
the different parts of his dominions, not merely to difplay the mag, 
nificence of his court, or to take a view of the outward face of the 


country, but to redrefs the complaints of his people, to attach to 
his intereft by perfonal favours thofe whom duty has already fub, 
jected to his authority, and to learn to know and reward merit, not 


by the recommendation of his minifters, but by his own obfervation ? 
But I muft break off this moralizing difcourfe, which fo little befits a 
courtier; and to afford thee materials for thy amufement as well as 
refletion, fhall relate a furprifing adventure which bappened a few 
days ago at the palace. Thou muft have heard that ARTABAZUs, 


the governor cf Babylon, was lieutenant to MARDONIUS at the 
battle of Platea, and afterwards put himfelf at the head of the Per- 
fian forces who remained, and brought them back to Afia, after a 
laborious and hazardous march. In the hurry of this confufed 
retreat his wife, who followed him in the expedition, died of fatigue 
and grief; and his daughter, then an infant, was carried off bya 
party of Greeks, who beat up one of his quarters in the night, and 
was never fince heard of. In an entertainment lately performed at 
the palace a new dance was introduced, in which a beautiful flave of 
the queen’s diftinguifhed herfelf to the admiration of every body, 
and put feveral upon enquiring who fhe was. She had been bought 
two days before of a merchant of Cyprus, then at Babylon, who 
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faid fhe was fold to him by an Athenian foldier, who took her ot aah 
prifoner from the Perfians not long after the aétion at Platea.’ This W+— 


being told ARTABAzus, he.fent for the merchant, and upon com- 
paring his account with other circumftances of this unfortunate ac- 
cident which he recolle@ted himfelf ; upon feeing the rich ornaments 
which were taken with her, and found to be thofe with which the 
infant was adorned at the very time of her being loft; and upon ex- 
amining the whole affair, the young flave was difcovered to be the 
daughter of ARTABAZUs, fent him, as it were providentially, for 
the joy and fupport of his declining years, and to crown the fuccefs 
which had generally attended him in public, with this laft inftance 
of domeftic felicity. ; 


The fatisfaction arifing from this happy event has been heightened 
by the victory which ArTypuius has gained over the Cadufians. 
‘That hardy people having taken a rich booty, were attacked in their 
retreat, and wholly routed. ArtrypuHius purfued his advantage, 
marched his army into their country, and forced them to fubmit to 
a tribute, and to deliver up hoftages. He is now upon his return, 
and highly commended for the conduét and valour he has fhewn in 
this expedition. The troops which accompanied him were fome of 
the veterans who had fought under Mecasyzus in &gypt. An em+ 
baflador is going to the king of the Scythians, to demand fatisfaction 
for the ravages that nation have committed on our frontier provinces ; 
and foon after him, Dartus, the king’s third fon, will fet out for 
the government of Hyrcania, which is lately beftowed on him: 
The revolution occafioned in the Athenian affairs by the removal of 
PERICLES, adds much to the curiofity with which we liften after 
Grecian news. It is thought furprifing, that ne a€tion of import: 
ance, either by fea or land, has yet happened, though the war has 
now lafted near two years. Notwithflanding Srrauces has de- 
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a livered up the Peloponnefian embafladors, an agent from Lacedes 
XX 
ES mon, it is faid, will fhortly arrive here. 


I tranfmit to thee by this meflenger sooo darics, which MecA~ 
ByZuSs defires thou wouldft lay out for him in Grecian curiofities. 
If thou couldft procure him any fine pieces of fculpture, wrought 
by the hand of Purpias, or fome pictures finifhed by the pencil of 
ZEUXIS, it would be highly acceptable. When thou haft made'thefe 
purchafes, thou mayft convey them to thy brother at Ephetus, who 
has it in charge to fend them to him, Farewel. Ff 


From Babylon. P. 


EY RIES RO AXXI, 


CLEANDER to GoBRyas. From Salamis. 


UR expectations, noble fcribe, that the lives of the embafladors 
would be endangered, have proved too well grounded; and it 
gives me uneafinefs even to relate an.a€tion which the Athenians 
have fhewn no regret in committing. The Peloponnefian embafla- 
dors were thrown into prifon immediately upon their arrival, and a 


few days after put to death by: a decree of the people, and their 
bodies caft into pits without the rites of burial; neither could the 
privileges of their charaéter preferve them from the cruelty of the 
one, nor the common ties of humanity fecure to them the decent 
ceremony of the other. As an additional circumftance of hardfhip, 
[am told, that though they earneftly defired to be heard before fen- 
tence was pafled, they could not obtain a requeft never known to be 
denied to the greateft criminals. The Athenians plead in their ex- 
cufe, that they only retaliate upon the Lacedemonians, who aéted 

in 
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in the fame barbarous manner, with regard to fome merchants of der i 
Athens, whofe veflels they feized, trading upon the coaft of Pelo~ Qeeeyemen! 


ponnefus, But this will not, in any degree, juftify a violation of 
the facred rights of public minifters; and I rather take their refent- 
ment againft the Lacedemonians, for their late refufal of peace, their 
hatred-of Aristeus, for the fhare he. had in the revolt of’ their 
towns in Thrace, and perhaps the inftigations of thofe who defire a 
continuance of the war, to be the true caufes of fo extraordinary.a 
proceeding. - However, I cannot help obferving, that while both 


parties exprefs their enmity to each other, not by fair hoftilities, or 


honourable contentions for the prize of national bravery, but by 
throwing off the principles of humanity, and committing ads of 
cruelty againft thofe who are unable to defend themfelves; the name 
of Barbarians, with which they have injurioufly branded the reft of 
mankind, may with much more propriety be retorted on them- 
felves. It was impoflible for me, who have no public charaéter, to 
have ufed any intereft in favour of thefe miferable men; I fhould 
have expofed my own life to the fufpicions of the populace, with 
whom, in their prefent rage, or rather madnefs, no perfuafions, 
drawn either from intereft or compaffion, would have any weight. 


The {pirits of this people are much elated with the news lately 
arrived of the furrender of Potidea, which has held out two years, 


and is now given up to the Athenian generals, on conditions very 
favourable to the inhabitants, who are permitted to retire with part 
of their effe&ts to Chalcis. "The Athenians blame their generals for 
granting thefe terms; and maintain, that want of provifions, and 
failure of relief, would have forced the place to furrender at difcre- 


tion. But they certainly adted with judgment; for the army had 
fuffered much, by-lying in the field during the inclemencies of a 
! Thracian 
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LETTER Thracian winter, and the expences of the fiege amounted already to 
XXXI. 


aan) - 2000 talents: 


2 re 


The plague, I hear, daily decreafes at Athens, which will give 
me an opportunity of removing my ftation, and making inquiries 
myfelf on the fcene of ation, inftead of hearkening to the reports 
of others at a diftance from.it. I fhall there inquire further into the 
truth of an intelligence I lately received, that the difpofitions of the 
people are very favourable towards PERicLEs; and that his friends 
are in great hopes he will fhortly recover his former authority, 
which, confidering the fudden revolutions of popular governments, 
and the fuperior talents of PERICLES, would not much furprife me: 
May the mighty OROMAspDEs, potent lord, preferve the throne of 
Cyrus from the rude attacks of an unreftrained multitude, the wane 
of able fupporters, and the union of the Greeks ! 
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ORSAMES fo CLEANDER. From Thebes in Egypt. 


es the account which my laft letter gave thee, CLEANDER, 
*~ of the nature and genius of the Aigyptian hieroglyphics, I would 
in this proceed to confider them in a very remarkable confequence 
they have had in: the religious ceconomy of this country ; the wor- 
fhip, I mean, which thou haft fo often heard is every where paid in 
it to fome or other of its home-bred animals. This is indeed fo 
ftriking an article among the many national peculiarities of this 
people, that it would be an unpardonable want of curiofity in a fo- 
relgner, not to inquire a little into the reafons upon which it is 


founded ; 
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founded ; and the ftate of the cafe I take in few words to be this: Bee 
that the feveral animals now worthipped in Aigypt, having been at toom— 
firft applied as parts of a religious language, in the way of emblem, 
already defcribed to thee, to exprefs the natures and attributes of 
“Egyptian gods, have by time acquired fuch a degree of facrednefs, 
as to be themfelves added to the number of them. The temples 
here, of which there are great numbers, are all of them. furnithed 
with fome animal reprefentation; and the {triking magnificence of 
their outfide ftru@ture forms, I have often thought, a ridiculous con- 
traft to the contemptible meannefs of the facred inhabitant within ; 
which is, perhaps, a cat, an ape, or an ibis, the appropriated divinity 
of the particular pile. The regard paid by the gyptians to the 
feveral {pecies of animals, whofe figures conftitute this fyftem of re- 
ligious emblemry, is really incredible but to an eye-witnels of it. 
They have their guardians or attendants appointed them by public 
authority, who are to provide them their diet and other accommo- 
dations; an office not efteemed unworthy perfons of confiderable 
rank, and which, as it is conduéted, is in itfelf a matter of no {mall 
expence, as well as delicacy. The executors of this truft are diftin- 
guifhed by certain infignia proper to their order; and in confe- 


quence hereof are entitled to very particular marks of refpe& and re- 


verence from all, who either with defign or by accident come in their 
way. In forme inftances, I am told, to have killed one of thefe con- 
fecrated animals, though ever fo much by hazard, is capital without 
remiffion ; and as often as they die of themfelves, either by ficknefs 
or old age, the whole provifion which is lodged in the houfe where 
the death happens, is rendered unlawful to be made ufe of, and the 
funeral is performed with much ceremony, and attended with as 
great appearances of forrow as we fhould beftow upon that of our 
neareft kindred, or moft endeared friends. After what I have ob- 
ferved to thee, CLEANDER, of the politic vanity of the priefthoo 
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LETTER in this country, thou wilt not wonder if fome of thefe confecrations 

Lose are built upon reafons fo abftrufe and recondite, as, however they 
may afford fome kind of apology for this praétice to the learned, can, 
[ am fure, adminifter none to the vulgar, as lying much out of the 
reach of common apprehenfion. And to fay the truth, [ befides 
that, as a Perfian, I have no great opinion of temples in general, 
which, whilft they give a fplendor and majefty to the outfide face 
of religion, feem to me calculated to fully the inward purity of it, 
as fuggefting too confined an idea of the powers and prefence of the 
gods,] I have ftill a much greater difficulty with myfelf to conceive, 
amidft all thofe refined pretences which are here offered for this em- 
blem worfhip, that the figure of a cat or an ape can be, in any re- 
gard, a fit reprefentative of thofe adorable and moft excellent na- 
tures, when, in the judgment of our wife and venerable Magi, not 
even the human form itfelf is allowed to be fuch. Adieu. 
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1a is with pleafure that I inform thee, noble fatrap, of my return 

to Athens, where the plague is almoft entirely ceafed, though the 
Favages it has made, the defolation it has caufed in the moft con- 
fiderable families, and the weak and difpirited turn it has given to 
the affairs of this ftate in general, will be felt long after all fymp- 
toms of infection have difappeared. 


A very extraordinary ‘event juft preceded my arrival, the reftora- 


tion of PERicxzs to his former authority, Shall I fay the people 
have 
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have fhewn their good fenfe, or their folly, by their condu& with pees 
regard to him? the one in placing him at the helm when con- Ce ——_J 
jundtures of difficulty and. diftrefs require a minifter of experi- 
ence and abilities; the other, by permitting their natural ficklenefs 
to appear fo ftrongly by fuch a total change of their fentiments, as 


now to reverenee him as their proteétor and leader, whom, but a 


few months ago, they gave up with ignominy to the accufations of 


his enemies, and thought guilty of the higheft mifdemeanors. 


PERICLES appeared wholly engaged in the domeftic concerns of a 


private life, and was in the height of his grief for the lofs of 
ParAtus, the laft of his legitimate children, when they invited 
him to accept his former office of general. AxcrBrapEs and his 


other friends, whofe intrigues contributed not a little to this fudden 
revolution, perfuaded him to come abroad and fhew himfelf to the 
people. They received him with great marks of affection and 
efteem, and at their requeft he has refumed the adminiftration of 
their affairs. His power is already fo firmly eftablithed, that he has 
procured the abrogation of a law he_was himfelf the author of, 
which enaéted, that none were to be deemed citizens of Athens, but 
thofe whofe father and mother were both Athenians. At the time 
it pafled, five thoufand Athenians loft their liberty for want of the 
qualification which it required, and were fold for flaves. The only 
intent of its prefent repeal is, that he may be allowed to enroll his 
natural fon in the regifter of his tribe by his own name. Thus has 
PERICLES triumphed over the fhort-lived infults of his enemies; and 
not only fixed the natural inconftancy of the Athenians in his fa- 
vour, but even rifen from his fall with redoubled vigour ; a circum- 
ftance in which, either theough his fuperior fortune or fuperior ad- 
drefs, he is yet unrivalled by the greateft of his predeceflors, who 
have conducted the counfels of this republic. Thou mayett eafily 
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imagine, potent minifter, that my defire to ufe every method that 
could poflibly promote the fervice of ARTAXERXES, and a curiofity 
very natural in fuch cafes to be known to fo eminent a perfon, would 
induce me to omit no opportunity of being introduced to PERICLES. 
My patron and friend PHILEMON, who, from his long experience in 
bufinefs, and his fingular humanity, has acquired the veneration and 
love of the whole city, and particularly of PERIcLEs, though he has 
fometimes oppofed his meafures, has done me that kind office. I 
was prefented to him as a native of Ephefus, who having travelled 
over a great part of the Eaft, and acquired fome knowledge of its 
cuftoms and policies, and fome tafte alfo for Grecian literature, was 
defirous to fpend the remainder of my life under the mild and juft 
government of Athens. PERICLES received me with his ufual affa- 
bility ; and afked me whether I exercifed any employment here? I 
told him (what I always anfwer to fuch a queftion) that my brother, 
who was a merchant of Ephefus, and had great correfpondence at 
Athens, tranfacted much of his bufinefs through my hands, but 
that the chief reafon of my fettling in this place was to enjoy the 
happinefs of oheying the excellent laws of fo wife a ftate, and to 
converfe with the inhabitants of a city the moft famed in Greece for 
learning and politenefs. He feemed pleafed with my anfwer, and 
inquired into feveral particulars relating to the manners of Afia, the 
{trength and riches of Perfia, and the charaéters of the minifters of 
the fublime court. I found him no ftranger to the fhining qualities 
of our monarch, or the great talents of Mecasyzus, and thyfelf. 
I am not without hopes that my being admitted into the acquaint- 
ance of PERICLES may furnith me with opportunities of acquiring 
a ftill further knowledge of his character, defigns, and the maxims 
of his politics. Preparations are going n here for the next year’s 
campaign ; twenty galleys are ready to fail to Naupadtus, which is a 
port very advantageoufly fituated for interrupting the Corinthian na- 
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vigation, and obferving the motions of their fleet. The admiral, as 
whofe name is PHoRM1o, is in fuch repute for his valour and con- toy 
duct, that the public chofe to pay his debts out of the treafury, ra- 
ther than be deprived of his fervice. And here it may not be im- 
proper to lay before thee a fhort account of the method ufed at 
Athens in fetting forth their naval equipments. It is fomething par- 
ticular, and will give thee an idea of the military regulations of this 
people, as thou haft already had of their civil. The expences of 
tnefe preparations are not laid upon the people in general, but dif- 
charged by a clafs of the richeft citizens, taken out of every tribe: 
Sixteen are allotted to fit out each trirem. Any citizen, who is 
elected trierarch, or commander of a galley, is obliged to accept the 
office, unlefs he can produce another citizen richer than himfelf. 
The former mutt likewife propofe to change eftates with the other, 
who is forced to accept the propofal, under the penalty of fitting 
out the galley himfelf. Thou mayeft eafily imagine that this law 
{to which the poorer fort, who are always the bulk of a nation, 
are ftrongly attached) gives occafion to frequent contefts, delays, and 
evafions; and before they can be accommodated, the feafon for 
action is fometimes loft. Far different are the awful mandates of 
the great king, which are no fooner defigned, than executed with 
the utmoft vigour. They are {wift and irrefiftible, like the piercing 
lightning fhot from the hand of OromaspEs: Afia trembles at 
them, and confefles its lawful fovereign. . | 
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ee 1s Cae after my arrival and fettlement in this city, I gave thee, 
cy aa potent lord, an account of its extent and magnificence in ge- 
neral. Having fince had opportunity of furveying its parts more 
exactly, I proceed now to give thee a fuller and more particular de- 
{cription of them; and in doing this I fhall chufe to begin, where 
a f{tranger moft naturally would, at the place of his landing, the 
port. This indeed confifts of two parts, the Pirzus and Phalerus, 
which together are the great emporium of trade, and the magazine 
of all their naval ftores. Not that even thefe are without their 
ornaments ; for in this we meet with the feveral temples of JuPITER, 
MINERVA, and CEREs, and altars to the UNKNOWN GODS, a re- 
markable inftance of the great fuperftition, and, at the fame time, 
the little foundation there is for it among this people. In the other, 
befides feveral temples, there is a very neat portico, in which is a 
picture of THEMIsTocLEs, by whofe advice this port was con- 
verted from a court of judicature to what it now is, and near to it 
his fepulchre alfo ; his citizens being willing to allow him a place 
among them when dead, which they refufed him while alive, 
though whether he is really interred here or no is very uncertain. 
In the paflage from hence towards the city are one or two porticos, 
though of no great name, till you come to the Ceramicus, a quarter 
fo called from a hero of that name, as fome fay, though others give 
it a much lefs noble derivation; and in this are an infinite number 
of temples, theatres, porticos, and ftatues. Of the temples, the 
moft remarkable is that facred to JUPITER THE DELIVERER, and 
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built upon the expulfion of the Perfians; and clofe by it is a noble ele 
portico, in which are painted the twelve fuperior deities, as they are Le ——d 
called here, and a figure of TuEszus, together with a reprefentation 
of that form of government which prevails here, viz. democracy, 
confifting of a number of fmaller figures fo difpofed as to form one 


uniform body, adorned with a crown and other enfigns of authority. 


Near this a very fine ftatue of APoLLo ALEXIKAKOs is juft now 
ereCting, as a token of their gratitude to him, for having freed them 
from the late terrible peftilence. At fome diftance from hence is 
the court, where the great council of five hundred affemble, which 


is very properly adorned with the reprefentation of JUPITER THE 
COUNSELLOR}; and on one hand of this, another figure of the col- 
lective body of the people; on the other, the venerable portraits 
of Draco, Soton, and their legiflators, than which nothing can 
be more auguft, efpecially as they are finifhed by the mafterly hand 
of TIMANTHUs. Near this is a vaft collc€tion of ftatues, fome of 
their gods, others of their old kings and heroes; and yet numerous 


as they are, they aver, that they are now far fhort of what they 
were before the facking of the city by Xerxes, who deftroyed or 
carried away moft of the beft. It is in this quarter that one of the 
greateft curiofities in the city is found; namely, a copious {pring of 


frefh water, which is the only one in it; and clofe by it is a temple, 


dedicated to the Eleufinian CERzs, too facred to be approached by 
any, but thofe who have been initiated into her venerable myfteries ; 
fo I can give no account of what it contains. Before it ftands an 
ox very finely carved, and the ftatue of a man called EprMENIDES, 


whom they report to have flept forty years together in a cave, and 
at the end of that term to have appeared, to the infinite amazement 
of himfelf as well as friends. Near it is a ftatue of the heavenly 
Venus done by Puipras, in fo exquifite a manner and tafte, that 
it may ferve to convince pofterity of the happy genius of this great 
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LJ. manthip of this age. 


A little above the Ceramicus is the famous Portico called Peecile, 
from the variety of admirable paintings with which it is adorned. 
It is here that fome of the greateft mafters in this art have employed 
all their fkill; the fubjects, as well as the finifhing of them, having 
given a fine opportunity of fhewing the extent of it. In the middle 
is the battle of THESEUS with the Amazons; on one fide the burn- 
ing of Troy,-with the portraits of their chief leaders in that famous 
expedition ; and on the other, a large and full reprefentation of the 
battle of Marathon, fo fatal to the Perfian power, and fo glorious to 
this city. In this thou wilt imagine the painter would omit no 
circumftance of doing honour to his country, or difcredit to ours: 
the rout of our monarch’s troops is too well and too livelily expreffed, 
not to raife the utmoft concern and indignation in the faithful 
CLEANDER’s breaft; and though I am tempted by the finenefs 
of the performance to fpeak of it more fully, as well as I was 
to furvey it more clofely, yet I forbear to dwell upon a fubject 
that muft be equally difagreeable to us both. Before it ftands a 
group of ftatues of their chief leaders and lawgivers ; among whom 
SOLON, as he deferves, is in a more eminent and diftinguifhed 
place; and at a little diftance, my old friend PHILEMON pointed to 
an altar, which he faid was the only one in all Greece dedicated to 
Compaflion ; infinuating, like a true Athenian, the peculiar humanity 
on which they fo much value themfelves. Near this (befides the 
famous temple of TuEseus, Castor, &&¥c. which I mentioned in 
my laft) is the court called Prytaneum, where the original laws of 
SOLON are depofited, and kept with the utmoft care; anda temple fo 
ancient as to boaft of Drucaion, the great reftorer of mankind, 
as they fay, after a deluge, for its founder. Not far from hence is 

a part 
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a part of the city called the Gardens; and a ftreet named the Tri SENT 


pods, where are two fine temples, one of Baccuus, the other of —~—— 
fscuLapivs, both remarkable for feveral exquifite paintings, re- 
prefenting the extraordinary a€tions of the one, and cures of the 
other. From hence lies the afcent, by marble fteps, to the citadel 
or upper city, of which, and the famous Parthenion in it, I gave 
fome defcription in my former letter; and to give a minute and full 
one would exceed the limits of this. ‘The great number of temples, 
and the ftill greater of ftatues and pictures, are not to be conceived : 
thofe of MINERVA, as being the guardian and proteétrefs of the 
city, ftrike the eye in every part of it, but here in a particular man- 
ner. Here the conteft between her and Neprune is fet forth in 
more than one place; and it is here that a ftatue of her in brafs, 
formed out of the {poils taken at Marathon, is placed, of fo ftupen- 
dous a fize, as to be a mark for fhips failing at a great diftance. 
Befide thefe appropriated to the gods and heroes, I fhould inform 
thee, that there are feveral other public buildings, defigned for places 
of exercife and entertainment. Their theatres in particular grow 
daily more and more fplendid, and their gymnafia are built with fo 
much grandeur and magnificence, as to appear almoft like towns. 
And a little way from the city is another Ceramicus, defigned and 
fet apart for the burying-place of all thofe who have done fervice to 
their country by their lives, or honour to it by their deaths; near 
which is an enclofure and plantation called the Academy, to which 
the philofophers and men of letters (here a large tribe) daily refort, 
and entertain themfelves or their difciples with difquifitions and de- 
bates upon all points of {cience. In a word, it were endlefs to re- 


cite all the ftru€tures and curiofities with which this city abounds ; 


and yet amidft all this pomp, and among the infinite number of build- 
ings, it may feem wonderful, that there are none but what are in 
Vii. i; Q honour 
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LETTER honour to their gods and benefactors, or for public ufe. ‘They are as 
Salo frugal in what are defigned for their own fervice, as they are ex- 
penfive in thefe. They build for the credit of public, and not for 
private luxury; and if immortal natures could receive any fatisfac- 


tion from the beauty and grandeur of the ftru€tures dedicated to 


a 
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them, Athens would be no lefs the habitation of the gods, than they 
boaft it to be of humanity and politenefs. Adieu. 
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HAVE made it my bufinefs, fage lord, to inquire into the lives and 

characters of fuch Athenians, whether living or dead, as are moft 
remarkable for the fervices they have done their own country, or 
the mifchiefs they have done ours; and fend thee fome commentaries - 
of them inclofed. In perufing thefe, thou wilt foon be convinced 
that it was not chance or ill-fortune which the Perfians are to blame 
for their defeats ; when thou fhalt learn, and by fo many inftances be 
convinced of the refolute but cool courage of MirT1apzs, the fteady 
inflexible integrity of ARISTIDES, the engaging virtues and humane 
deportment of Cimon; (I mention not THEMISTOCLES, as thou 
wert no ftranger to his abilities while in the fervice of our great mo- 
narch ;) when thou fhalt confider the great and elevated foul of 
PERICLES, directing all his care and thought, his whole life and for- 
tune, to the fervice of his country, impatient indeed of rivals, not 
becaufe he fears their eclipfing him, but that, confcious of his own 
fufficiency and upright intentions, he is unwilling to have any ob- 
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ftacles to controul him in his gréat defigns: I fay, when thou fhalt sgt 
confider all thefe circumftances, thou wilt be no longer furprifed waeyeunw 
that under fuch powerful conductors, fo {mall a ftate fhould have fo 
long withf{tood and baffled the repeated attacks of the moft for- 
midable empire in the world. Nay, were it not for the counter- 
poife that thefe heroes have in the perverfenefs and folly, the 
ficklenefs and refentment of thofe with whom they have to do, I 
fhould not be without apprehenfion, that danger might approach 
even the throne of Cyrus. May the GREEKs continue to fight our 
battles by their unfeafonable diffenfions; and while they have their 
Creons and their ToLmipEs’s, the defigns of even a PERICLES 
muft ever prove as abortive as they lately did, when he convened 
all the ftates of Greece, and employed the utmoft power of his 
eloquence, to engage them in a league againft the great king, but 
to no purpofe. But here I paufe, and my foul even fhudders, 
while I recite to thee a particular concerning THEMISTOCLES, little 
known, and therefore not inferted among the relations which I fend 
thee. It feems, that fhortly after obtaining that fatal victory over 
the Perfians, (when the prefence of KERXES-added to his difgrace,) 
in conjunGion with, and by the affiftance of the confederated fleet 
of all their allies, he made a propofal to-ARIsTIDES, (who was 
commiffioned by the city to receive and judge of it privately,) to fall 
on and deftroy that very fleet, in order to render Athens abfolute 
at fea. ARISTIDES reported, that nothing indeed could be more 
advantageous to, or more promote the power of the commonwealth, 
than THEMISTOCLES’s propofal; but withal, that it would be the 
moft unjuft thing in the world to execute it. On this it was 
dropped, and THEMISTOCLEs’s friends fay, that it was a high love 
and regard for his country, which alone put him on a defign, which 


his foul otherwife would have abhorred. But can a love of one’s 
Q 2 country, 
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ion, excufe fuch horrible perfidy 


y, or any other confiderat 
No, potent fatrap, we are no longer men, when we {hake off the 


common principles of humanity; fuch defperate defigns fpeak a 
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mind not to be controuled by any faith or by any t 
who could fo bafely think of facrificing his friends and all 


his 
is own 


les to 


country, would not {cruple to facrifice even that country to h 
ft or refentments. Adieu. 
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From Athens. 


End of the fecond Year of the Peloponnefian War. 
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A.M. 3575. Fourth Year of the 87th Olympiad. 
The third Year of the Peloponnefian War. 
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CLEANDER fo GOBRYAS. 


¥I7 


HE danger which threatens Athens makes its approaches by LETTER 


flow but fure fteps. The Peloponnefians have made no in- 
curfion upon the territory of Attica; they feem bent upon reducing 
fuch cities as are allied to their enemies, whereby they may be fe- 
cured from their annoyance, and have a fafe retreat evén in an 
adverfary’s country: they are now fet down before Platea, a city in 
firm alliance with this ftate. Arcnipamus the Lacedemonian 
king, upon advancing toward the city, was addrefled by deputation 
from the Platzans, who remonftrated to him how unjuftifiable the 
hoftilities were which he was preparing, fince the liberty and privi- 
leges of that city were conferred upon it by the unanimous voice of 
Greece, for their gallant behaviour in the Perfian war, and were in 
a particular manner confirmed by Pausanias, the Lacedemonian 
general, with a promife of inviolable fecurity. ARCHIDAMUS made 
anfwer, that he had no objection to their pretenfions, provided they 
would join in refcuing that common liberty from the tyranny of 
Athens, which they had fo bravely defended againft the arms of 
Perfia; or at leaft, that they would be neutral as to all hoftilities, 
and 
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and give them the fame amicable reception they would the Athe- 


L—n—— J nians; or if they pleafed, they might intruft him with the poffeffion 


of their city, which he would preferve from the leaft damage, and 
reftore to them, with all its properties and immunities, at the con- 
clufion of the war; and in the mean time, would contribute what 
might be fufficient for their fubfiftence. Anfwer was made to thefe 
propofals, that they could not poffibly yield to them, without ac- 
quainting the Athenians, who had their wives and children within 
their walls; and defired a truce of three or four days for this pur- 
pote, which was accordingly allowed. The Platzan deputies were 
received here with expreflions of the higheft refpe& and affeétion, 
and affurance of fidelity to their engagements on the fide of Athens, 
and were fent back to the city with earneft exhortations that no con- 
ceflions might be made to their common enemy; which fo far pre- 
vailed upon the Platzans, that they refolved to anfwer them only 
from the walls. 


Upon perceiving this, ARcHIDAMUs, (as though it were impious 
to aflault a city yet under the protetion of its gods,), after invoking 
the tutelar deity and guardian powers of Platea to witne(s the juftice 
of his whole condué in the amicable terms he had offered, and the 
juft vengeance he was going to execute for their refufal, blocked up 
the city. The feveral affaults he has made, though maintained with 
the utmoft bravery, have proved unfuccefsful againft the ftratagems 
or refolution with which the Platzans either evade or repulfe 


them ; fo that the event of this fiege muft be the fubjeé&t of another 
letter. 


If the Peloponnefians have been hitherto unfuccefsful at Platea, the 
Athenians have been more fo in an expedition lately made by their 
army in Thrace. Two thoufand heavy-armed men and two hun- 

dred 
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dred horfe were fent againft the Chalcidians, under the joint com- aig 
mand of three officers, KENOPHON and two others. Upon their t-—---—e! 
arrival near Spartolum (a town, of the enemy’s) they found a faction 
within the walls ready to furrender and receive them as friends, but 
were oppofed by a contrary party, who had in the interim fent to 


beg fuccour of the Olynthians, which accordingly came and en- 


gaged the Athenians near Spartolum. The Chalcidian and auxili- 
ary heavy-armed foldiers were worfted, and fled into the town; but 
in another part of the ation, their horfe and light-armed men routed 
thofe of the Athenians. A referve in the town, being reinforced by 
another fmall party from the Olynthians, made a frefh attack upon 
the Athenians ; upon which they retreated to their baggage, and 


joined two companies left there. From hence they annoyed the 
enemy with their miflive weapons, who gave ground, and the Athe- 
nians advanced forward, and they continued to retire. The Athe- 
nians, through the warmth of purfuit, being drawn out into an in- 
convenient fituation, the Chalcidian horfe attacked them, broke their 
ranks, and put them to flight. The three commanding officers and 
confiderable part of the men are cut off, and the remnant of the de- 
feated army took refuge in Pontidea. I have fent thee this fhort 
account of the engagement, as it is brought by an exprefs juft arrived 


from Thrace, not doubting but thou wilt have a more particular one 
by a nearer conveyance. 


Thus do the foes of Perfia continue to wafte each other, and pre- 
vent, by their own animofities, that vengeance which they have 
reafon to dread from thy councils and the arms of ARTAXERXES. 
I know not whether the fhame and lofs of this defeat will fo much 
affe& the minds of this people, as another lofs they are like to fuf- 
tain; I mean that of Pericies himfelf, whofe health fenfibly de- 
cays, which, I am perfuaded, ought to be more dear to them than 

the 
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LETTER the lives of thoufands. The plague, which raged here fo lately 


XXX 


VI. 


Leyaeend amongit all the ranks of men, {pared not PERICLES; that active 


minifter ftruggled with his diftemper, without remitting any thing 
of his concern for the public. But, alas! how could a frail dif- 
tempered body keep pace with fuch a foul ? its efforts are too ftrong 
for the bands which united it; like a fierce lion in the toils, whofe 
activity is reftrained, it has almoft burft through its confinement, 
and will foon leave its unworthy concomitant, and fly to the abodes 
which are allotted to thofe who have fpent a life of toil and danger 
in the fervice of their country. 


From Athens, H. 


L&T, T ER XXXVII. 


SMERDIS fo CLEANDER. 


* *7“HouGH thou art by extraGtion a Greek, yet I no more fufpe& 

thy attachment to the religion, than our generous monarch 
does thy fidelity to the government, of Perfia. I know thou muft 
alike difapprove the unfteadinefs of thy country’s polity and philo- 
fophy. The fcruples thou haft imparted to me I receive as an 
inftance of tendernefs to our faith, which you with to fee purged of 
all doubts. But this cannot be, CLEANDER; the origin, power, 
and dealings of ARIMaNIUs with the fons of men are myfterious 
and unaccountable; they puzzle the ableft {fpeculatift with gloomy 
apprehenfions and inexplicable difficulties ; while the contemplation 
of OROMAspDEs refrefhes the foul with agreeable truths, and branches 
out into innumerable paths of delightful knowledge. Wonder not 


* Vide Letter XX. 
at 
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at this, and expe not to have all thy doubts removed concerning oi 
" the nature of that evil one, whofe beft emblem is darknefs; rather (oe——eed 
withdraw thy attention, and place it where it may ever be employed 
with delight and fatisfa@ion. How fweet is the view of an ex- 
panded lawn, or the azure field of heaven, after the eye has been 
fatigued with prying into a difficult fcheme, or narrowly viewing 
fome complex piece of machinery? Such is the refrefhment the 
foul feels, when it turns from ARIMANIUS to beloved YEsDAN a. 
from confufion to order, from difcord to peace, from the author of 
ill to the ever-beauteous fource of all good. Iam unwilling to blame 
thy anxiety for man; yet thy knowledge of our holy prophet makes 
it blameable: he, one would think, fhould have difperfed the cloud 
that hung over us, when he debafed the enemy of our nature, 
the vile ARIMANIUS, who afpired to equal the higheft, and had 
infufed an opinion of his equality into the minds of deluded mortals. 
The enlightened fage was confcious of his ufurpation ; he queftioned 
his fovereignty, he dethroned the impoftor, and pronounced him 
impotent. From that hour a fweet ferenity poffeffed the heart of 
true believers ; an ineftimable folace from the affurance that we are 
altogether in the hands of benign YEsDAN; a confolation envied us 
by curfed AHRIMAN, which even now he labours to fubvert, and 
leave thy bofom deftitute of peace. But let not the dignity of Oro- 


MASDES fuffer in thy opinion, who can as arbitrarily difpofe of 
ARIMANIUS, as of the meaneft of his creatures; and will not fail to 
plunge him in everlafting mifery, for his rebellious attempts to with- 
draw his adorers, when all the evil he delights in, and is permitted 
to exercife, will prey upon himfelf. Thefe are truths, CLEANDER, 
taught by the wifdom of ZERDUSHT, and are a purer emblem of 
the divinity, than the holy flame depofited in the temple of Batcu, 


* YEsDAN and AHRIMANare two different names for ORoMAspEs and ARIMANIUs. 
VOL, 1. R Reft 
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LETTER Reft fecure, that mankind, whom thou haft fuch a tender regard for, 
eee will find juftice; every ation will be weighed in the balance of 
thofe angels, who guard that bridge which all mortals muft pafs. 
Our own deeds will determine our happinefs, or doom us to the 
kingdom of AHRIMAN. What! fayeft thou, hall the wicked 
AHRIMAN be permitted to punifh thofe whom he has feduced? 
Doubt it not, CLEANDER; they who liftened to his fuggeftions, will 
have their lot with him. To inflid, ill is an imperfeGtion: the great 
OROMASDES cannot do it; thofe therefore whofe lives call for 
punifhment, are affigned over to that being, who is the parent of all 
ill. OromaspeEs only draws his proteGion from the unhappy 
wretches, and ARIMANIUS ftrait perceives that his dominion is 


enlarged ; he takes poffeffion of them, as quickly as darknefs takes 
the place of light, when the lovely Miruras finks beneath the 
weftern mountains. ; 


Is it not enough that we know AHRIMAN is our foe? that he 
triumphs in our weaknefs? Is not this all the knowledge of him 
that is ufeful to us? Muft we alfo inquire into his origin, and the 
reafon of his power? Shall we not truft the counfels of Heaven, 
unlefs we be made privy to them; which, like a dazzling beam of 
light upon the feeble eye-ball, would confound inftead of enlight- 


ening the human mind? When we make any real progrefs in fci- 
ence, how flow and fhort are our fteps? Yet we fuffer ourfelves to 
grafp at immenfity, to ftretch the imagination beyond the limits of 
time, and inquire into the nature of eternity, whether good and evil 
be of equal duration, and whether in confequence their power muft 
be the fame; whether, if AHRIMAN had a beginning, he can with- 
out impiety be numbered amongft the works of OROMASDES ; or 
whether the elements (from whence the frame of nature was called 
forth by the voice of ORoMASDES) are not of a generative power, 

and 
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and in the confufion of chaos in their utmoft difcord, during their eee 
moft impure mixture and defilement, produced this evil one. A Wo~— 
thoufand volumes have been employed on thefe fubjeéts without 
fuccefs ; for fome truths can never be difclofed, becaufe Providence 
has purpofely thrown a veil over them. AHRIMAN cannot, fay 
the learned, be part of the creation, becaufe he partakes nothing of 
the divine original. It is moft certain, that hateful and malignant 
being, fo repugnant to the deity in his will and ations, could not 
receive {o deteftable a form of nature from fo pure a caufe. It is 
not long fince (as thou knowelft) the thrice venerable OsTANES 
dwelt amongft us, whofe wifdom, as grateful as a refrefhing dew to 
the parched earth, funk into the bofom of his thirfty hearers. He 
was deeply fkilled in the invariable laws of nature, and judged fo- 
berly of the motives of Providence itfelf. He would often fay, the 
elements, and whatever is merely of their compofition, have the ar- 
bitrary will of YEsDAN as a law; they are governed by neceflity, 
and know no choice. Where God has given reafon, he has made 
the actions of that being free, and the refult of reafon; man there- 
fore is free, and the moft exalted heavenly fpirits are free as man, 
and may choofe amifs like him, until by a fteady perfeverance in 
tight they render themfelves habitually good, and make a nearer 
approach to their Maker, who cannot do ill. Such a one as thofe I 
can fuppofe the curfed AHRIMAN once to have been, a refined {pirit 
full of excellence and beauty, when he arofe from the creating hand 
of ORoMASDES, fit to prefide over and regulate the frame of na- 
ture, and perhaps employed in that glorious fervice, happy in the 
powers of his nature, in his eminence of ftation, and the contempla- 
tion of his immortality. I can conceive him venturing even to 
doubt, whether there be a power fufficient to diffolve an immortal 
fpirit like himfelf, (which brought into being feemed to have an 
REZ independent 
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eee S independent title to eternity and happinefs,) and to mifapply reafons, 
Lemmy till he had engaged himfelf in a thought of revolting from God, and 
(which he ftill fo induftrioufly aims at) of retaining in the worfhip 
of himfelf alone that part of the univerfe which he fuperintended. 
The Almighty would not counteract his own wife decree; he would 
not interfere with freedom, which his all-feeing eye then perceived 
to be abufed: but from that moment he withdrew his cherifhing in- 
fluence from the apoftate fpirit, who was as it were expelled that 
prefence which gladdens the univerfe. Immediately he fhed all his 
excellence; his comelinefs fell from him, and he abhorred his own 
deformities, but much more all that was fair and good, which could. 
upbraid him with the glory he had forfeited, and his prefent exe- 
crable lot. The wicked conceptions he had indulged himfelf in 
were now unreftrained, and the fole good he could propofe was the 
gratification of himfelf in ill. 
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Mayft thou, CLEANDER, find arguments herein to appeafe thy 
doubts, and juftify to thyfelf the ways of Providence, fo as to look. 
with indifference on the dangers to which the nature of thy em- 
ployment fubje&ts thee ;-and if they fhould take hold of thee, to 


bear thy fate with lefs concern than we, who know thee, muft bear 
the report. Adieu. 


From Balch in Ba¢tria, H. 
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CLEANDER ¢o ORSAMES. 


HAVE now found leifure, noble ORs ames, to complete my defign 

of giving thee a curfory view of the prefent ftate of philofophy in 
Greece ; and however imperfe& the execution of it proves, let me 
venture to hope, that by taking my fhare in this literary corre- 
fpondence, I make the moft fuitable return to the letters thou haft 
lately favoured me with, on the hieroglyphical learning of the 
figyptians; a fubject on which, it might be eafily imagined, that 
the acutenefs of thy judgment, and the elegance of thy ftyle, would 
both difplay themfelves to advantage. 


In our philofophical progrefs we have already gone through the 
fet of THALEs, and are next to pafs through that of PYTHAGORAS. 
This celebrated philofopher, born in the fourth year of the 43d 
olympiad, was (according to the general opinion) the fon of a 
{culptor at Samos; but the meannefs of his parentage did not hinder 
him from being educated under one of the greateft men of his time, 
PHERECYDEs of Syrus, who firft taught the immortality of the foul. 
Upon his death, Pyruacoras determined to trace fcience as it 
were up to its fountain-head, and to fupply himfelf with freth ftores 
of it in thofe parts of the world where it feems to have arifen. 
Animated by this defire of knowledge, he fubmitted to that tedious’ 
and difcouraging courfe of preparatory difcipline, which is neceflary to 
obtain the benefit of Egyptian initiation. When he had made him- 
felf a thorough mafter of the fciences, which are cultivated in the 
facerdotal colleges of Thebes and Memphis, he purfued his travels 

through 
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LETTER through the Eaft, converfing with the Magi and Indian Brachmans, 


XXXVIII. 


-———J and mixing their dodtrines with thofe he had learnt in Agypt. He 


afterwards ftudied the laws of Mrnos at Crete, and thofe of Ly-— 


CURGUS at Sparta. Having fpent the earlier part of his life in this 
ufeful manner, it is no wonder if he returned to Samos well ac- 
quainted with every thing curious, either in nature or art, in foreign 
countries, improved with all the advantages proceeding from a re- 
gular and laborious courfe of learned education, and adorned like- 
wife with that knowledge of mankind which is neceflary to gain the 
afcendant over them. PyTHAGORAS, accuftomed to freedom, dif- 
liked the arbitrary government of PotycraTes, then tyrant of 
Samos, and retired to Crotona in Italy, where he opened a {chool 
of philofophy ; and by the gravity and fandtity of his manners, the 
importance of his tenets, and the peculiarity of his inftitutions, foon 
{pread his fame and influence over Italy and Greece. Among other 
projects, which he ufed to create refpect and gain credit to his 
affertion, he concealed himfelf in a cave, and caufed it to be re- 
ported that he was dead; then after fome time he came abroad, and 
pretended that the intelligence which his friends gave him in his re- 
treat, of the tranfactions of Crotona, was colleéted during his ftay 
in the other world among the fhades of the departed. He formed 
the difciples, who came from all parts to put themfelves under his 
direction, into a kind of republic, where none were admitted till a 
{evere probation had fufficiently exercifed their patience and docility. 
He afterwards divided them into the efoteric and exoteric claffes: to 
the former he entrufted the more fublime and fecret dotrines, to the 
latter the more fimple and popular. This great man found himfelf 
able to unite the charaGter of the legiflator to that of the philofo- 
pher, and to rival Lycurcus and ORPHEUs in the one, PHERE- 
CYDES and THALEs in the other; following, in this particular, the 
patterns fet him by the Agyptian priefts, his inftru€tors, who are 
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not lefs celebrated for fettling the civil than the religious ceconomy a 
of their nation. In imitation of them, PyTHAGORAS gave laws to Usexaen 
the republic of Crotona, and brought the inhabitants from a ftate of 
luxury and diffolutenefs, to be eminent for order and fobriety. Whilft 
he lived, he was frequently confulted by the neighbouring repub- 
licks, as the compofer of their differences, and the reformer of their 
manners ; and fince his death (which happened about the fourth 
year of the 7oth olympiad, in a tumult raifed again{t him by one 
CyLow) the adminiftration of their affairs has generally been intrufted 
to fome of his difciples, amongft whom, to produce the authority 
of their mafter for any affertion, is fufficient to eftablith the truth of 
it without further inquiry. The moft celebrated of the philofophical 
notions of PyrHAGoRAS are thofe concerning the nature of the 
Deity, the tranfmigration of fouls into different bodies, (which he 
borrowed from the Brachmans,) and the fyftem of the world. As 
to the former, he held that God was diffufed through all parts of 
the univerfe, like a kind of univerfal foul, pervading every particle 
of matter, and animating every living creature, from the moft con- 
temptible reptile to mankind themfelves, who fhare a larger portion 
of the divine fpirit. The metempfychofis was founded on. this 
maxim, that as the foul was of cceleftial origin, it could not be an- 
nihilated, and therefore, upon abandoning one body, neceflarily re- 
moved into another; and frequently did penance for its former vici- 
ous inclinations, in the fhape of a beaft or an infe&, before it ap- 
peared again in that of a human creature. He pretended that he 
had a. particular faculty given him by the gods, of remembering the 
various bodies his own foul had paffed through, and confounded ¢a- 
villers by referring them to his own experience. In his fyftem of 
the world, the third doétrine which diftinguithes his feet, was a 
fuppofition, that the fun was at reft in the centre, and that the earth, 
the moon, and the other planets moved round it in different orbits. 
He 


oe 


ee ee 


‘> 


2 


< 
i) 

i 

k 

{ 

. 
i 
aa 


abi” 


~ Tikes on, RPP 


ss 


128 


THEI ER 
XXXVILII. 
(ees Seed 


ATHENIAN LETTERS. 


He pretended to have great fkill in the myfterious properties of 
numbers, and held that fome particular ones contained a peculiar 
force and fignificancy ; but whether thefe were his own whimfical 
fancies, or the refinements of his followers, I know not. It is cer- 
tain he was a great geometrician, and inveftigated a famous problem, 
which goes by his name; nor was he lefs {killed in the knowledge 
of nature, though I give no credit to the miraculous fecrets he is 
{uppofed to be mafter of, neither will I tire thee by mentioning fuch 
idle fables. ‘This remarkable circumftance may ferve to conclude 
my account of him, that he was the firft who called himfelf by the 
modeft title Philofopher, a lover of wifdom only ; whereas the fages, 
his predeceflors, ftiled themfelves Sophoi, the wife, arrogantly af 
{fuming a name, which the voice of mankind alone has a right to be- 
ftow, and fuppofing they poffefled what moft of them all their lives 
purfued without obtaining. : 


There are few particulars known concerning Arist&us, who 
fucceeded him in the Italic School, or MNEMARCUHUs his fon, who 
had next the honour to be advanced to his father’s place. Empe- 
DocueEs of Agrigentum is at prefent the moft celebrated philofopher 
of this fect: there are feveral wonderful ftories told of him. He 
feems, like PyYTHAGoRAS, to be an able naturalift, exalted into a 
magician by the ignorant and fuperftitious. According to him, the 
four elements are the firft principles of all things, which continue in 
a perpetual flux and agitation, occafioned by two different qualities, 


an uniting and a feparating one, which, as they prevail, vary the 


productions and effects of nature. Dremocritus of Abdera (with 
whom I will conclude this account of the Greek philofophy) has 
made himfelf famous, by maintaining the atomical fyftem ; of which 
I fhall only fay, that it excludes the exiftence of a Deity, and afcribes 
the formation of the world to the fortuitous concourfe of unperifh- 


able 
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able atoms endowed with motion. The ftrange humour and temper al al 
of the man is not unfuitable to fo ftrange a doétrine ; he finds occa= (ey——t 
fion for laughter in every incident of human life ; a funeral or a 
triumph, an affembly of fenators or a company of fools contribute 
equally to his mirth; juft the contrary character to HERACLITUS of 
Ephefus, who finds occafion for tears in the fame a@tions which ex- 
cite laughter in the other. Thefe are the chief fyftems of philofo- 
phy prevailing at prefent in Greece; and the profeffors of them, 
while they outwardly conform to the religion of the country, are 
not only tolerated, but meet with public honours and encourage- 
ment. Thou mayft eafily judge from the differences, which are 
allowed in the moft important points, as the nature of the gods, 
the immortality of the foul, and a future ftate, that the religion of 
the Greeks confifts rather in a variety of ceremonies and rites, 
adapted to the particular powers and attributes of their local deities, 
than in points of belief, and eftablifhed do@trines in theological 
matters. Thou wilt likewife obferve, on what unftable foundations 
the knowledge of nature is at prefent butlt, whilft every fect frames 
a peculiar hypothefis, (which has no relation, either in the general 
principles, or particular branches of it, toany of the reft,) and then 
endeavours to balance the want of reafons by the weight of num- 


bers; as if the only point to be confidered was, how to perplex 
mankind by the variety of oppofite tenets, inftead of enlightening 
their underftandings ; to overbear them by pofitive affertions, inftead 
of convincing them by folid arguments. ‘Till thofe happy times hall 
come, when nature may perhaps deign to unfold her fecrets to the 
fearches of inquifitive mortals, let us be contented to gratify our 
@priofity in thefe fpeculations, without expecting from them much 
real improvement in fcience. Farewel, 
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wes , ~ thee an account of the Grecian poets and hiftorians, I began with 


the characters of the former ; fince it is certainly true, (though it may 
feem a kind of paradox to ‘fay it,) that poetical fiction was univer- 
fally received in the world before hiftorical certainty. Hence is it, 
that fable has ufurped the place of truth, and, except tradition, we 
have fcarcely a guide to condu& us in our fearches through the darker 
and more myfterious ages of antiquity. The Grecian hiftory is an 
eminent proof of this remark, fince the earlieft zra of it is very dif- 
ferently ftated by the different authors who have written upon it. 
Some fay, there is nothing certain before the Trojan war; and that 
no compiler appeared, who was held in any degree of reputation, 
till above 500 years after it. Others there are, who date from the be- 
ginning of the olympiads; and many believe that period in the annals 
of time, which is ennobled by the reign of our great Cyrus the firft, 
whofe authority may be relied on. If thou fhouldft fuggeft to thy- 
felf, that perhaps the writers I am now {peaking of, lay no fort of 
weight upon the credit of the oldeft traditions, give me leave to add, 
that feveral have expofed themfelves to the jufteft cenfure by falling 
into the contrary extreme. Such as they who, ftudious of, fhewing 
their regard to the ancient reformers, deliverers, or benefactors of 
mankind, have overheated their imagination, quitted the comm 

theatre of life, and foaring beyond the bounds of human probability, 
have loft themfelves in thofe clouds to which they have exalted their 
heroes. I fhall not pretend to determine which of thefe are in the 


right ; 


LETTER [* was not without reafon, my Hypaspzs, that when I promifed 
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right ; whether the latter, for fear of neglecting fome hiftorical facts, LETTER 
have not exprefled too much dependance on the authority of the Vo~¥—wu 
poets and tradition ; or whether the former, for fear of giving into 
fiction and thapfody, have not unreafonably defpifed the authority 
of both. But this we may venture to pronounce, that in all the 
accounts which have been given us of the firft times, it is out of the 
power of any one to decide where the fable concludes, or the truth 


begins, 


I muft own to thee, Hypaspzs, I have often endeavoured to 
trace, in fpeculation, the caufe of that error and confufion which 
prevails among the precarious traditions of the Greek antiquity : 
and though the fearch has too commonly ended in refinement, yet 
the very mention of it at prefent invites me to put down thofe 
conjectures in writing, which have long exercifed my thoughts in 
private. 


In former ages, the Grecians are reprefented as favage and illi- 
terate, poffeffed of no public annals or records, which alone can af- 
certain the truth of hiftorical faéts, relying barely on traditional re- 
lations, unpractifed in all the neceflary arts of life and government. 
After fome centuries it appears, that they received the culture of 
humanity from Phoenician and figyptian colonies; by the firft 
of whom they were inftructed in trade, navigation, and the ufe of 
letters; by the laft, they were initiated into civil wifdom, the politer 
{ciences, and religious myfteries. Thou knoweft, that the abftrufett 
and moft excellent part of the Egyptian learning is allegorical ; and 
it is generally believed, that many of their emblematical fables were 
tranfplanted into Greece, and embraced with a fuperftitious regard 
by the ignorant multitude. The defign of thefe allegories is, to 
conceal the important doctrines of religion from vulgar apprehenfion ; 

sa and 
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LETTER and moft of them bear a beautiful refemblance to divers a@ions in 
RX : : 
i_——— hiftory, or appearances in morals or in nature. Hence arofe the 


number of monftrous ftories concerning their deities and heroes, 
which the primitive Greek fages (fome of whom were informed in 
thefe points by the Agyptians, who had fettled among them, and 
others had travelled to the very colleges of the priefts for informa- 
tion) underftood and explained to their fcholars. But when thefe 
ftories fell afterwards into the hands of fanciful men, many new ones 
were added to the old, which defaced the beauty of the allufions, 
and the allegorical fenfe being perverted or forgotten, the literal 
alone remains. Thus the fhadow is preferved inftead of the fub- 
{tance ; hiftorical certainty has been loft amidft thefe emblematical 
fables, and the firft inventors of allegory have vitiated and corrupted 
that truth, which they only intended to difguife. In a word, the 


mythology of the Greeks is intermingled with their hiftory, and is 


one principal caufe of its uncertainty. 


It has already been infinuated, that the antient Greeks tranfmitted 
no original annals or records to pofterity, on which it were poffible 


to ground an hiftory of the early ages: but may I not be permitted 
to fuppofe, that had any genuine records of a nation, fo long un- 
cultivated as the Grecian, efcaped out of the ruins of barbarous an~ 
tiquity, they would have proved too jejune and uninterefting to 
afford good materials for an hiftory? For indeed what could be 
expected from a country, one while overrun with fpoil and rapine, 
where the inhabitants purfued no uniform method of life, continu- 
ally wandering and unfixed, like a lawlefs rout of favages? Or what 
could be expected from a people, another while employed in the 
lingering work of reformation, endeavouring to lay afide the rude- 
nefs of their manners, and to exert, though faintly, the rational 
faculties of their nature? Nothing, that would not have been un- 

worthy 
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worthy the notice of future generations, and beneath the dignity of LETTER 


hiftory to dwell upon. In order therefore to compenfate for this ————~ 


defe&, the hiftorians, as well as rhapfodifts, in treating of thofe 
ages, have been obliged to make up in fiction, what they wanted in 
reality ; and the firft times are rather to be confidered as a period 
adorned with the fables of poetry, than eftablifhed on undoubted 
monuments. But however the devices of fancy may delight and 
amufe us, in reading of the dark ages, they could never have con- 
tributed to our entertainment, had they been thrown into the ac- 
counts of fucceeding times. It is there we require fomething more 
folid, nor fhould we be inclined to bear with the overwrought pro- 
ductions of fable. For when the Grecians united in fociety, and 
royalties and commonwealths were introduced, we find ourfelves ar- 
riving at greater certainty every ftep we take, and the light of hif- 
torical truth breaking in upon us, the further we advance. Nor will 
this be a matter of wonder to thee, HypDAspEs, when thou con- 
fidereft that the one may be regarded as the caufe and parent of the 
other. It was good government, which gave life and being to hif- 
tory, and the juft legiflator made way for the judicious annalift. 
For as in youth, while the judgment is ‘unfteady, and the principles 
of men are forming, imagination is apt to fupply the want of pru- 
dence; but when they come to years of maturer difcretion, their 
cooler and more deliberate reafon takes place: fo the province of 
poetical invention is very wifely feated in the infancy of the world, 
while the order of government was neglected, and mankind continued 
in a {tate of nature; but when political focieties increafed, and civil 
inftitutions were formed, the interefts and policy of contending ftates 
opened at once a feries of furprifing actions, far excelling the legends 
of the poets, and-prefented a fair topic to-the pen of an hiftorian, 


Adieu. 
Ce 


A ey 


= 


py eo 


i 
| 
' 
' 


Spain ama 


. <® 


F 


134 


JO, 1d, TRIE JOIN 
XL. 
See a) 


ATHENIAN LETTERS. 


jy) OE Deas RG we 


CLEANDER fo Gosryas, Chief Scribe, ec. 


N univerfal forrow and confufion reign at prefent in this city ; 

the old and the young, the civil magiftrate and the military 
officer, the private citizen and the reclufe fcholar, join equally in 
deploring the irretrievable misfortune which has befallen Athens, 
and look upon themfelves as equally involved in its fatal confe- 
quences. Thou mayft at firft imagine, potent lord, that the late 
devouring peftilence has returned ; that the naval force of this re- 
public, its ornament and bulwark, has been defeated by the formid- 
able fleet of Corinth; or that the victorious arms of Peloponnefus 
have wafted Attica with fire and fword, and are now forming the 
fiege of its metropolis. But none of thefe calamities have hap- 
pened ; and to detain thee no longer, thou wilt not, I believe, be 
furprifed at fo general a concern, when I inform thee that PERICLES 
is dead, whofe counfels have fet his countrymen at the head of 
Greece, whofe fteady condué has carried them with honour through 
the greateft difficulties, and whofe military fkill has given motion to 
their fleets and armies, during an adminiftration of forty years. He 
died this evening at his houfe in the Ceramicus, of a fever, that has 
hung upon him for feveral months, and was occafioned by a fevere 
thock, which his conftitution received from the plague, when it raged 
here, which all the art of phyfic, though exerted by HiprocraTes 
himfelf, could never reftore. His greatnefs of foul and natural flow 
of fpirits made him difregard the approaches of danger: he was 
feen every day in the affemblies of the people, exhorting them *to 
continue 
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continue the war with a vigour becoming the Athenian name, and L a 
pointing out to them the methods of fupplying the expence of it. Leempnmed 


He ufed to fit late in the fenate, debating on projeéts for diftreffing 
the enemy, and fecuring the commerce of Athens, or drawing up 
difpatches for their commanders and minifters abroad. He fre- 
quently vifited the fortifications and harbour; examined every thing 
with his own eyes, one while prefling forward the equipment of 
their fhips, through all the delays which the manner of fitting them 
out here neceflarily occafions; at another, reviewing the troops, and 
ftrengthening the city with additional works; till at laft, as the 
weaknefs of his body by no means anfwered: the zeal of his heart 
for the public fervice, he was obliged to leave off appearing abroad, 
and to call in that affiftance from phyfic, which he had too long 
neglected. 


Upon the firft news of his confinement, crowds of people daily 
flocked to the temples, particularly thofe of JupITER THE COUN- 
SELLOR, and Minerva the patronefs of Athens, to folicit, with 
prayers and offerings, the continuance -of fo valuable a life, as the 
greateft national bleffing they could beftow, and the {trongeft proof 
that Athens was ftill under the proteétion and aufpicious influence 
of her guardian deities. During the fhort gleams of hope, and 
quick returns of fear, which fucceeded each other in the progrefs 
of the diftemper, all publick affairs were at a ftand: no news from 
their armies or fquadrons enquired after; and the truth of an old 
obfervation was verified, that mankind more fenfibly perceive the 


excellence of any thing from the want than from the enjoyment 
of it. 


The behaviour of PERicLEs, in the whole courfe of his illnefs, 
was compofed and magnanimous, entirely confiftent with the reft of 
his 
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ees his life, and agreeable to the calm fortitude he had always fhewn 
LJ both in the adverfity and profperity of his fortunes. I was myfelf 
a witnefs to a remarkable incident. As fome of his friends, not 
many days before his death, were fitting in his chamber, and dif- 


courfing of his virtue and authority, his memorable actions, and 
the trophies he had fet up, whilft he commanded the armies of the 


republic, not imagining that he was then attending to their con- 
verfation ; on the fudden he called out to us, that all the circum- 
{tances which we had mentioned, were common to him with the other 
great men whom Athens had produced ; and that, befides, fortune 
might lay claim to part of the merit of them; but, continued he, 
you have omitted what I moft value myfelf upon, that in my whole 
adminiftration none of my fellow-citizens ever wore mourning on 
my account. We, who were then prefent, were fo moved with this 
{peech, that we melted into tears, which I dare fay a man of PE- 
RICLES his fenfe took for the higheft panegyric we could beftow, as 
Iam fure it was the moft natural. 


“wi 


I have taken care to fend away my difpatch by a fhip that fails 
immediately out of the port for Ephefus; and as the wind fets fair, 
and the exprefs who is charged with it, is ufed to expeditious jour- 
nies, I doubt not but it will bring the ecarlieft advice to the court of 
Perfia of this remarkable and interefting event. Adieu. 


From Athens. r: 
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CLEANDER fo Mecasyzus, jirft Minifler to ARTAXERXES. 


I HAVE already, noble fatrap, acquainted the chief {cribe with the 

death of PERIcLEs, and the remarkable circumftances that at- 
tended it. It will be now a very natural as well as ufeful fpecula- 
tion, to take a general furvey of his life, to examine into the maxims 
of his politics, the methods by which he gained and preferved his 
authority, and to lay open his temper and turn of mind. In doing 
this, I fhall have recourfe both to the encomiums of his friends and 
the accufations of his enemies; and endeavour to fteer between the 
extremes of exalting fo remarkable a character, through a mean 
compliance with the former, or derogating from the true merit of it, 
through a tincture of the envious difpofitions of the latter. I will 
neither heighten the colouring of the pi€ture, nor bring the thades 


too forward; but exhibit, as accurately as I can, a faithful, yet not 
a difagreeable, likenefs, 


PERICLES was defcended from the nobleft families in Athens, 
His father XANTiIpPus defeated the Perfians at the famous battle of 
Mycale ; his mother AGARISTE was grand-daughter to CLISTHENES, 
who drove out the ufurping race of Pisistratus. It may feem 
furprizing, that a perfon whofe birth and education muft have dif- 
pofed him to join with that part of the city which was the moft dif- 
tinguifhed for their families and fortunes, fhould yet, upon his fir 
appearance in bufinefs, embrace that of the people, and fteadily ad- 
here to it in the courfe of his political condu@. But very fufficient 


reafons may be afligned for it: the principal of them was, that when 
VOL. I. a: he 
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LETTER he began to appear as a candidate for the offices and honours of the 
XLI 


WwW) ftate, CIMON was univerfally regarded as the champion of the arif- 


tocratical faction ; and there was no other way to counterbalance his 
authority, or to eftablifh his own upon the ruins of it, than by 
fiding with the oppofite party. He difdained to be fecond amongtt 
the former, when he could be firft amongft the latter. For the 
great maxim, which one may trace through all his actions, was, to 
place his country at the head of Greece, and himfelf at the head 
of his country. 


During the long and warm contefts which PERICLES maintained 
with Cimon, and afterwards with TuucypipEs, the one illuftrious 
for his military glory and liberal temper, the other well {killed 
in eloquence and civil policy, he thewed himfelf a moft artful and 
defigning ftatefman. He induftrioufly fought out every method 
that could fix a volatile forgetful people in his interefts; and whilft 
he was thus heated with oppofition, and fometimes’ perfonally en- 
dangered from the practices of his enemies, it muft be owned he 
oftener confulted what might ferve the prefent oceafion, than what 
would turn to the future advantage of the publick. Unable by his 
private fortunes to emulate the generous hofpitality of Cimon, he 
propofed, that a large fund of money, fet apart for the necefities of a 
war, thould be diftributed amongft the poor citizens, every time 
they frequented the theatre at the reprefentation of a new play. It 
is no wonder, after he had procured a law which paid them for 
going where their love of pleafure alone would have invited them 
to go, that he fhould be the author of another, which affigns a cer- 
tain falary to them for doing their duty to their country, by attend- 
ing the aflemblies, and ferving in the courts of juftice. Whilft I 
am mentioning arts of this nature, which fet PERICLES to view 
in the light rather of a felf-interefted minifter, than a ufeful patriot 
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to his country, I cannot omit his reducing the power of the ¥ene- ct a 


rable tribunal of the AREopaGus, which (as I/hinted in a former W-—+— 
letter *) he did with an intent to pay his court to the people, by 


throwing more power into their hands, and weakening that of the 
nobles his enemies; though at the fame time the intereft of the 
publick fuffered, by having the greateft barrier againft the natural 


licentioufnefs of Athens almoft entirely removed. The magnificent 
buildings, fine ftatues, and other publick works +, which were 


ereCted at fuch a vaft expence in the courfe of his miniftry, were 
Owing to thefe motives; to gain the good-will of the people in ge- 


neral, for having been the propofer and infpetor of fuch grand 


undertakings, which rendered their city the admiration and refort of 


ftrangers, and the chief ornament of Greece; to enrich the ufeful 
artift and induftrious mechanic, and by fuch a circulation of labour and 
wealth, to employ thofe citizens, whofe poverty and fatious difpo- 
fitions might have incited them to better their own conditions, by dif- 


turbing the fecurity of the publick. Laftly, to acquire a reputation 
for himfelf, as durable and ftriking as the works themfelves, which 


were brought to perfection in fewer years, than moft people ima- 


gined they would be ages in finifhing. One circumftance indeed 


contributed to raife.a great load of envy againft him ; it was, that in 


order to defray the immenfe charges of thefe works, he removed the 
publick treafure of Greece from Delos, where it ufed to be kept, to 
Athens, where he had himfelf the direction of it. His enemies, both 
foreign and domeftick, had the moft plaufible topick imaginable of 
accufation againft him, when they afferted the injuftice of laying out 
the fums contributed by the Grecian allies towards the expences of a 


Perfian war, in adorning one particular city. PericieEs likewife 
rendered himfelf very popular by a ufeful {cheme which he propofed, 


* Vide Letter xiii. + Ibid. xi. and xxxiy. 
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LETTER that a large {quadron of gallies fhould be fent out every year, with 
Lis 


a 


b———-—_ a_ certain number of citizens on board in pay for eight months, in 


order to fupply their colonies abroad, and to fail round the coaft and 
iflands of Greece, to collect the tributes paid by the allies to the 
Athenians, By putting this project in execution, two important 
ends were gained; the eftablifhing of a perpetual nurfery for fea- 
men; and the making of the Athenian flag refpe@ted in whatever 
part of the fea it was difplayed. Thou canft not wonder, potent 
minifter, if by thefe methods, by his commanding eloquence, and 
by his fingular art of managing popular affemblies, he not only ftood 
his ground againft Cimon and Tuucypip£s, but pufhed his advan- 
tages fo far, as to banifh them both by oftracifm. Yet he fhewed 
his love for his country in the midft of his refentment; for before 
the term of Cimon’s banifhment was expired, he drew up himfelf 
a decree for recalling him at the earneft defire of the people, then 
prefled with an unfuccefsful war againft Lacedemon. It is obferved 
of PeRicLeEs, that after he had furmounted all oppofition, and got 
the management of affairs into his own hands, there was a remark- 
able change in his condué : he was no longer fo compliant with every 
demand of the people, or fo ready to fall in with their notions, and 
contrive fchemes merely to pay his court to them; but conftantly 
purfued the regular plan of meafures which his prudence dictated, 
notwithftanding their ficklenefs and difcontent; and partly by the 
afcendant he had gained over their minds, partly by the force of his 
oratory, obliged them to comply fo entirely with whatever he pro- 
pofed, that the government of Athens, during his life-time, may be 
faid to have been in appearance popular, but in truth monarchical, 
And certainly, as it contributed not a little to fix the Athenian glory 
and power on a folid bafis, that the influence of a fingle man was 
an over-balance to all the inconveniences and uncertain politics of 
republican conftitutions; fo no man in the city deferved to poffefs 


fuch 
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fuch an influence but PERicLEs. For his natural genius was ftrong, er 
penetrating, and extenfive, heightened by all the additional luftre 
that learning and philofophy (which he chiefly owed to ANAXA-~ 


GoRAS) could afford; nor was he unacquainted with mufick and 


the politer arts. ‘Thefe accomplifhments, joined to the politenefs 
and dignity of his behaviour, endeared him to his fellow-citizens 3 
but thofe which rendered him confiderable amongft them, were 


his mafterly talents of working upon their hopes and fears, fo 
as by the one to check their exceflive confidence, when they 
were proudly elated with fuccefs; by the other, to raife their 


drooping fpirits in conjundtures of difficulty and misfortune; and 
next, the ufe and comprehenfion of the political maxims, which he 
conftantly inculcated: “ As that the Athenians, inftead of wafting 
** themfelves by foreign expeditions, fhould contend for the chief 


** place among the Grecian ftates; that they fhould take every op- 
** portunity of improving their naval force, and permitting no other 
** to lay claim to the dominion of the fea; that they fhould main- 


“* tain their dignity and honour to the height, and fuffer no infults, 


“* however feemingly fmall, without making fuitable returns; be- 
“ caufe a tame and paflive behaviour in thofe cafes only laid them 
“‘ open to greater infults.’ -Thefe (if I may ufe the expreffion) 
were the great outlines of his politicks, and will, if attended to, 
afford us a furer clue to his condu@, than the calumnies of his ene- 
mies, and the idle fcandal of the comick poets. Is it not, for in- 


ftance, much more rational and fair, to attribute the war of Samos to 


the neceffity which he thought there was of humbling a people that 


had refufed the Athenian mediation, and were able to difpute the 


prize of naval power with Athens herfelf, than to the intereft of 
his miftrefs AspAs1a, whofe countrymen of Mitylene (it is pre- 


tended) had been injured by the Samians? Does he not appear to 


have acted for the good of his country, when he difcouraged them 
from 
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LETTER from exhaufting their treafures and money in diftant {chemes, againft 

DG 4 
Lemme Sicily and Perfia, at a time when danger nearer home threatened 
them? And whoever confiders the ftate of affairs in Greece, fome 


years before the Peloponnefian war broke out, muft be convinced 


that the jealouly of Sparta and her allies againft the rifing empire of 


Athens, and the afpiring {pirit and arbitrary proceedings of the latter, 
were fufficient of themfelves to excite the war, without any mixture 
of the private intereft of PERicLEs to inflame it; though as there 
was at that fame jun@ture a more than ordinary ill humour arifing 
againit him, it is probable he fell in the more readily with the po- 
pular difpofitions for a war, in order to divert the ftorm that threats 
ened himfelf. But this point I have already explained more at large 
on a former occafion.*. 


In his military capacity he frequently expofed his own perfon with 
great gallantry; but he was remarkably cautious of hazarding the 
troops under his command; and he never entered upon action, with- 
out leaving as little room as poflible for the ficklenefs of fortune, or 
the effects of a happy temerity. However, though the merit of his 
exploits asa general will not place him in the fame rank with TuE- 
MISTOCLES or CIMON, yet he fet up nine trophies, whilft he com- 
manded the armies of the ftate, and particularly diftinguifhed himfelf 
in gaining a great naval vidtory over the Samians. 


fluftrious Mecasyzus, as thou haft already equalled this extra- 
ordinary minifter in the extent and folidity of thy genius, and the 
importance of the fervices which thou haft performed for thy prince 
and country, I can only with that thou mayeft exceed him in length 
of days and increafe of honour. Adieu. 


From Athens, - ia 


* Vide Letter iv. and xxii. 
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AVING familiarized myfelf much of late with the hieroglyphical RS os 
imagery, in order to gain fome knowledge of the facred cha- Wi ——_J 


racters, it has been my cuftom to {pend a few hours every day among 
the valuable monuments of learning in this place, from whence I 
now write to you, which is called the /acred Library. It is an apart- 
ment belonging to that famous tomb of OsmMaNDuAs, which they 
boaft of here, (and I believe juftly,) as one of the moft wonderful 
fabricks now exifting in the known world. This noble mufeum, 
the gallery adjoining, and the chamber of the gods and kings, far ex- 
ceed in magnificence the palaces of living monarchs. Every ftranger, 
upon his firft coming into Agypt, is ftruck with wonder at the ftate- 
linefs of their buildings ; but more furprized, when he finds the moft 
magnificent piles no other than the repofitories of a fenfelefs carcafe 
or a dried mummy. But this is the humour that prevails among’ 
them; for though the ftru€ture of their private houfes is admirable 
in its kind, efpecially if compared with the buildings in other coun- 
tries, yet in their fepulchres they far exceed them; leaving nothing 
undone, that the moft exquifite art can contrive to beautify the 
latter. And though there appears fomething ridiculous in this 
peculiarity, this fantaftic pageantry in death, yet upon refle@ing 
further, one cannot difapprove of the principle which may have 

given rife to it, or which is at leaft kept up by it amongft them, 

namely, the fetting a low value upon the fhort time of this prefent 

life, and being only concerned for the reputation of their virtue 

after death. And I believe (though the worfhip of deified mortals 
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y pr was very early introduced) thefe magnificent fepulchres have confe- 
Levee crated the memory of many illuftrious perfons, and in general were 
the firft publick temples. However, there is fomething in this place 


extremely affecting to a contemplative mind; the lively figures of 


fo many kings, heroes, and great men, as are here reprefented in com~ 
pany with the gods, in the fame attitudes as if they were ftill breathing, 
do, as it were, bring down all ages to the prefent inftant, and ftrike 
one’s fancy in a pleafing manner, rather to be felt than exprefled. 
And though I do not approve of their giving form to immortal 
beings, yet there is fomewhat great and noble in the thought of 
ranking illuftrious perfonages amidft immortal natures. Around that 
room, in which it is fuppofed that the king’s body lies interred, are 


curioufly pictured, in feveral leffer apartments, all the facred animals 
of Egypt. The whole building about the tomb is ten furlongs in 
circuit *: at the firft entrance, you are led through a portico of va- 


rious-coloured marbles, two hundred feet in length, into a ftone 
gallery of four hundred : it is fupported with beafts inftead of pillars, 
each of one entire ftone fixteen cubits high, carved after the antique 


manner. The roof has-an azure fky befpangled with ftars. Paffing 
through this periftylion you enter into another portico, which ftll 
improves upon your admiration, with more curious carving and 
greater variety. At the entrance ftand three ftatues; the figures are 
wonderful, not only for their prodigious fize, but for the beauty of 
the ftone, and excellency of the workmanfhip, in which the pro- 
portions are fo nicely preferved, that the moft difcerning eye has 
never been able to difcover the leaft fault or blemifh in them. 'The 
middle one, in a fitting pofture, is the king Osmanpuas, which is 
more than feven cubits high; the other two, his daughter and mo- 
ther, flanding on each hand of him. The infcription upon that of 
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the king has, I think, juftly challenged any other prince to excel Zoe 
him in any of his works. The fecond gallery was much damaged —— 
by the ravages of CamBysEs, yet there ftill remain feveral pieces of 
feulpture about it, which reprefent OsMANDUAS’s wars with the 
Badtrians. In -the firft’ wall the king is feen aflaulting a bulwark, 
environed with a river, which is generally taken for the Eulzus, 
that furrounds the citadel of Sufa. The fculpture in the royal palaces 
of Sufa and Perfepolis is much the fame with what I find here. 
They were both beautified with the fpoils of figypt. But the 
‘Egyptian buildings at Sufa are fuppofed to be as ancient as the age 
of MEeMNoN *, who was the fon of OsmANDUAS, if not the fame 
perfon. In the centre of this gallery is a periftylion open to the air 
at top, and in it was raifed a large altar of coftly marble and excellent 
workmanfhip, but both the altar and the pillars of the periftylion are 
much impaired. Next is the gallery adjoining to this mufeum, in 
which is to be feen the king adorned in his moft gorgeous robes, 
offering a tribute of gold and filver to the gods. And in the apart- 
ment beyond, where he is fuppofed to lie buried, begins a ftately 
afcent leading to the top of the whole monument, over which was 
formerly a border of gold of three hundred and fixty-five cubits in 
compa{s and a cubit thick, but it was carried away by CamBysEs, 
and the place is fince fupplied by one of brafs of the fame dimen- 
fions. Within the divifion of every cubit are the feveral days of the 
year engraven, with the rifings and fettings of the ftars, and the 
effets portended by them. For the Theban priefts have been very 
exact in regulating the courfe of the year +, having found fo great 
a variation occafioned by the lunar reckonings. For twelve revolu- 
tions of the moon not being equal to the folar cycle, the months 
muft of neceflity by degrees change their place, and in a great 


* Strabo, lib. xv. + Ibid. lib. xvii, 
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LETTER number of years the feftival, which was fixed to the beginning of 

n ees the fummer folftice, would be removed into the midft of the winter. 
Obferving this defe&t, they faw a neceflity of adding five days to the 
end of every twelve months, which they reckoned at thirty days 
each, to make up the courfe of the year; of which they gave an 
account under the difguife of this fable: MrRcuRy being once at 
dice with the moon, he got from her the 72d part of the year, 
which he afterwards added to the 360 days, which were anciently 
the days of the year, and therein celebrated the feftivals of their 
gods”. ‘Thence the names of thefe feveral additional days were 
taken from the gods; the firft was called Osrris, it being celebrated 
in honour of him; the fecond ARUERIS, dedicated to the fenior 
Orus; the third to TyPuo ; the fourth to Isis ; the fifth to Nepruz, 
the wife of Typuo, and fiftertoIs1s. The priefts, who are curious 
to preferve an exa& regifter of time among themfelves, though lefs 
concerned to rectify the inaccuracies of the vulgar, have by continual 
obfervations, fince thofe additional days were taken in, difcovered 
that there wanted ftill fix hours in every year to render it complete. 
For this reafon, in their hieroglyphical manner, when they would 
exprefs a year, they name a quadrant, becaufe from one rifing of 
SoTuis the dogftar to another, the fourth part of a day is added ; 
fo that by their moft exaé calculations the year confifts of 36 5 days 
and a quadrant +, or the fourth part of-a day, which makes the in- 
tercalation of a day neceflary every fourth year. 


But as the gyptians, by a fuperftitious ufage, which the priefts 
willingly indulge them in, muft have their feftivals run through 
every day in the year, the civil year is ftill left according to the 365 
cubital fegments, without any reckoning of a fupernumerary day in 

* Plutar. de Id. & Of. 
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the fourth year. The burying-places of the ancient kings *, which 
lie above the Memnonium, and are cut by moft exquifite art in the 
natural rock, have not efcaped my notice. The obelifks found in 
thofe repofitories declare their power and greatnefs, their numerous 
armies, and the tribute they impofed upon conquered nations. In- 
deed there is nothing about Thebes of note, which I have not made 
the fubje& of obfervation. My quality in Perfia entities me to a 
handfome reception every where in Agypt; but the humanity of 
PHARNUCES, the governor of Thebes, is more than an ordinary 
friendfhip ; it is by his means I have had the eafieft accefs where- 
ever my curiofity led me. I have often wondered at his generous 
and difinterefted regard for a ftranger, and fhall always think of it 
with gratitude: he courts my ftay, and fails not to make it agree- 
able. I told him lately, I had through his favour gratified my curi- 
ofity fufficiently, and fhould fhortly take a little ramble in the neigh- 
bourhood of Thebes, as far as Syene, before I fet forwards for He- 
liopolis. Yes, Orsames, faid he with a fmile, but you are mif- 
taken, if you think you have feen Thebes: upon which he gave 
orders to his fervants that a barge fhould be ready, when I pleafed, 
to carry me over the river to Tentyra, and that I fhould be con- 
ducted to the top of Isis’s temple |. I knew PHARNUCEs to well, 
to think any propofal of his deferved to be neglected: accordingly 
one morning, when the air was clear, I paffed over to Tentyra, a {mall 
city, if compared to Thebes. It ftands on a hill on the oppo‘ite 
fhore. The temple of Isis is its moft confiderable building, and 


* Strabo, lib. xvii. 

+ The ruins of this temple are {till extant, according to the relations of modern 
travellers, who fay it was a temple of Serapis; but as the worfhip of that god was 
not introduced into A®gypt till the reign of king ProLemy, many ages after this period 


of time, we muft fuppofe it was originally dedicated to Isis, and afterwards turned to 
the worfhip of Szraris, Note by the tranflator. 
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LETTER well deferves a particular defcription, if the many works of this kind 
‘ oe did not make that tedious. I fhall only obferve, that the whole 


front lies in the fame line, except one large portico, which projeéts 
in the middle. On each fide from the portico run three ranges of 
granite columns, which form a noble piazza, and fupport the build- 
ing. The columns are of an extraordinary height, and the circum- 
ference fuch as feven men could fearcely fathom ; from whence I fhall 
leave you to judge of the magnificence of the whole. As foon as I 
reached the top of the temple, I faw plainly why my friend PHar- 
nucEs had told meI had not yet feen Thebes. Here I was raifed by 
the advantage of the ground and the additional height of the temple ; 
I faw the Nile under me interfperfed with {mall iflands, none of 
which were unoccupied near fo wealthy a city. Some ferved for 
{tations to {mall veffels, and contained the huts of fifhermen ; others 
planted with fruits and vegetables to fupply the town; and fome 
adorned with the houfes of wealthy citizens, and laid out into com- 
modious gardens. ‘The numberlefs veflels, that pafled by them con- 
tinually, difcovered fomething very new and pleafing, and fet before 
me the whole traffick of Agypt; all whofe great cities lying on the 
banks of the Nile ufe this one channel for the conveyance of their 
merchandize, and as far as my eye could reach north and fouth, the 
{cene of bufinefs was continued. But I was fent hither to take a 
view of Thebes, an obje& too large (as PHARNUCES thought) whilft 
I was in the midft of it, and therefore very judicioufly fet me at this 
diftance. The air was clear, and a brifk wind difperfed the fmoke 
of the city, which lay ftretched on the oppofite bank, and rifing be- 
fore me toward the eaftern mountains. I had made myfelf ac- 
quainted with its different quarters, and knew its moft confiderable 
ftru€tures ; fo was better fitted for fuch a view, and could take it 
in without confufion. The temples and palaces prefented themfelves 
to me like lofty cedars above the reft of the foreft; and I now could 


obferve 
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obferve fome proportions in thofe great works, which before were loft LETTER 


to me, becaufe I viewed them by parts; and what filled me chiefly 
with aftonifhment only, now fhewed beauty, order, and exquifite de- 
fign. Thofe vaft ftatues and prodigious groups of figures feemed fit 
ornaments in their place. I could from hence, by my extenfive 
profpect, fee the wifdom of the founder of this city in the choice of 
its fituation, in regard to its accommodations and fecurity. Two or 
three days after I went to PHARNucEs, to inform him of my in- 
tended journey: he faid, he withed I could have found any thing to 
have detained me longer, and afked me, how I liked the profpeét 
from Isis’s temple? I anfwered, it was above all I had met with 
before; I had feen the handfome ftreets of Thebes, noble palaces, 
curious obelifks, ftatues, and temples, but never could have formed 
the idea that profpe& imprinted on my mind. He ftept out of the 

room, and immediately brought the very profpe& I have been de- 
{cribing painted upon linen, and feveral draughts of the remarkable 
edifices of Syene, (which I had not feen,) telling me, thefe, he 
fancied, might vie with the mafter-pieces of Greece ; and as I fhould 

have an opportunity of making the comparifon, defired my accept- 

ance of them; which I fhall preferve with the utmoft care, not 

more on account of their value than my efteem for PHARNUCES. 

For his fake I fhould leave Thebes with relu€tance, did I not hope ' 
thereby to furnifh myfelf with materials for fo agreeable a correfpond- 

ence as CLEANDER’S. Farewel. | 
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CLEANDER fo HYDASPES. 
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LETTER ¥N my laft letter, HypAspzs, 1 endeavoured to offer thee fome 
XLIIL ( y ; 
Thee el reafons for the fabulous uncertainty of the Grecian hiftory in the 


earlieft ages; and I concluded with applying one general remark 
to this particular nation, w7z. that the introduction of civil govern- 
ment into the world, gave rife to hiftorical truth. I would obferve, 
in the next place, that it can hardly be faid till very lately, that any 
hiftorian hath appeared amongft them; z.¢. any man who deferves 


hmmm cera et SO a ee te gy eet 


the name of an hiftorian, fince moft of thofe writings which are in- 


titled hiftories, may fcarcely be conftrued to extend beyond a naked 


regifter of publick events. 


What other character can be given of the works of ARCHILOCHUS, 
or THEAGENES of Rhegium? Will the Cretan hiftory of KEnon, 
or the Lydian kings of Kanruus the Sardian, plead admittance 
for them into the libraries of the learned? Can the Theogony of, 
ArIsTEAs lay claim to our efteem, or Damastes of Sigeum be 
remembered to pofterity from his treaties to nations and cities? 
Equally fabulous and dry, we can neither refle& on them, after a fe- 
rious perufal, with fatisfaQion, nor propofe them as models for imi- 
tation. Hecat#us the Milefian, and Hetitanicus of Mitylene, 
have within thefe fifty years improved and reformed hiftorical know- 
ledge to a great degree; but even then it might be regarded only as 
in the dawn: the honour of carrying it to any kind of perfection 
was referved to HERoporus. For if we confider the variety of 
his learning, and the copioufnefs of his fubject, the {fmoothnefs of 

his 
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his ftyle, and the perfpicuity of his narration, we fhall find that the L ps = 


LILI. 


fiction of the poets, and the dull annals of laborious compilers, will —————4 


bear no proportion either in profit or in pleafure, when compared with 
his hiftory. He begins it with CANDAULAS and Cyrus, and brings 
it down to the battle of Mycale towards the latter end of XERXES’s 
reign, which comprehends the {pace of one hundred and twenty years, 
Befides the ftory of the Greeks and Perfians, which is the main argu- 
ment of his work, he throws in that of other nations, by way of epi- 
fode or digreffion. This extraordinary perfon was born at Halicar- 
naflus, a Grecian colony in the Leffler Afia, not long before the invafion 
of Greece by the armies of Xerxes. In his youth, he retired from 
his native city to Samos, in order to avoid the arbitrary proceedings 
of Lycpamis, the grandfon of the famous ARTEMISIA, who ac- 
quitted himfelf with fo much honour in the naval engagement at 
Salamis. It was there he formed himfelf upon the diale& of Ionra, 
and compiled his hiftory. This was indeed a place more peculiarly 
fitted to his purpofe ; for as in every democratical government, fo in 
that of Samos, a man is neither biafled by hopes nor by fears, and 
is at liberty to commend, without the leaft imputation of flattery, 
and to cenfure, without that of malice or detraGion. In the mean 
while he fpared no pains to inform himfelf of all that was neceflary, 
in the beft manner which he could. To this end he travelled into 
figypt, furveyed its chief towns, converfed with the priefts of 
Thebes and Memphis, and penetrated: into the principles of their 
religion and learning, as far as his own fagacity could carry him, 
and their reclufenefs would permit him. He travelled through the 
feveral cantons and republicks of Greece, faw the principal cities of 
Afia, and vifited the borders of Thrace, Scythia, and Arabia. Re- 
turning, however, after a long voluntary exile, into his own country, 


‘he bore a confiderable part in the expulfion of the tyrant; but meet- 


ing with envy from his fellow-citizens, inftead of that gratitude 
which 
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LETTER which he expected, as the juft rewatd of his fervices, he came to 


XLII. 


5 Athens; and after about a twelvemonth’s ftay here, departed into 


{italy with a colony of Athenians, to build a city called Thurium, 
near the ruins of the ancient Sybaris. As foon as he had drawn up 
his hiftory from the materials he had colle&ed with fuch infinite 
diligence and induftry, he determined to expofe it to the judgment 
of all Greece. It happened, that during his refidence at Athens, 
befides the feaft of Panathenza, where he read over his work aloud, 
the Olympian exercifes were then performing, to which the Grecians 
reforted in general from each ftate, and thus he had a very fair op- 
portunity given him to put his defign in execution. Many of his 
auditors had no doubt been perfonally engaged in fome of the battles 
againft XERXES and MarpDontuvs, and not one of them could be 
unacquainted with the principal facts of a war, fo honourable to 
Greece, and fo inglorious to Perfia. In the midft of this affembly 
he declared, that he appeared before them, not fo much a fpeGator 
of their games, as a competitor for the prize of reputation ; and 
recited his work publickly a fecond time with univerfal applaufe and 
approbation. Nothing can be a greater teftimony of this applaufe, 


than that the names of the nine mufes have been ‘given to the nine. 


books of his hiftory; as if the compofition were above the ftandard 
of humanity, and the joint labour of thofe celebrated divinities. 


If, after a judgment fo unanimous, and in every refpect fo va 
luable, I may be allowed to add my own, I mutt freely confefs, Hy- 
DASPES, that I have received more inftruction from the hiftory of 
HERopotus, than from any author within the little {phere of my 
obfervation, Every part of the narrative fuggefted matter of enter- 
tainment to the imagination, and ufeful improvement to the mind. 
I confidered myfelf one while as under the proteétion and guidance 
of the moft eminent heroes of antiquity, as having their bright ex- 


ample 
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ample before my eyes; and in the future courfe of my actions attend- 1 Pa 
ing to the noble principles which influenced their condu& in i 
I confidered myfelf another while as a citizen of the world at large ; 
as divefted of every national prejudice or falfe biafs, while the great 
men of paft ages fubmitted to my cenfure; and in my own breaft I 
pronounced an impartial and difinterefted fentence on their characters. 
In each of thefe views, hiftory may be called the {chool, where the 
living, that would be wife, are the {cholars ; where the dead, as well 
the fools as the wife, are frequent leffons of courage and experience 
to generals, of prudence and fidelity to minifters, of moderation and _ 
juftice to kings. Hence every perfon, in his private capacity, may 
learn to merit the diftinguithing name of a man ; and princes are 
warned, that they are no more than men, and that fame is always 
juft to the dead, however partial to the living. In fhort, nothing can 
be more agreeable, than by the means of hiftory to accompany 
Mittiapes at Marathon, THEMISTOCLEs at Salamis, or CIMON at 
Mycale. To be placed as a {pectator out of all hazards; to reap 
wildom from the danger of others; to regulate what one has to do 
by what has been done; to foretel the future by the paft; and thus 
to become a diviner, without magic ; and aprophet, without in{pira- 
tion. But I forbear to fay any thing farther on this theme: thoy 
muft pardon me, Hypaspss, for having troubled thee fo long ; but 
it was impoflible for me not to enlarge on the excellence and utility 


of hiftory, when I was {peaking of the man, who hath firft placed 
it in its true dignity and luftre. Adieu. 
From Athens, C. 
VOL. I. bs 
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GoBrYAS to CLEANDER. 


LETTER AS I had no particular commands to deliver to thee, I have ne- 


RELY : glected to write to Athens for fome time; and to fay the truth, 


my CLEANDER, thy diligence is fuch, that it leaves us nothing to 


hope for on the fide of information; and thy fagacity is fo great, 
‘that it anticipates the wifeft inftrudtions of the minifters. Think 
not that I mean to flatter thee; for as thou knoweft me to be framed 
of a temper above indulging that vice, even to the weakeft of princes, 
it would ill become me, when I am fpeaking to a man of fenfe. 
The cruel proceedings of the Athenians againft the Peloponnefian 
embafladors have not deterred the Lacedemonians from fending 
another to this court in their ftead. His name, it feems, is Py- 
RACMON. As foon as he arrived here, he addrefled himfelf to thy 
friend Hypaspegs, the chamberlain, telling him, he was a Spartan by 
nation, and demanded an audience of the king. Hypasprs ac- 


quainted him with the ceremony of proftration, which it is abfolutely _ 
neceflary that all fhould comply with, who are willing to be ad- 
mitted into the chamber of prefence. “ For,” fays he, “ we are 
** ordered by the law to adore our fovereign, as the living image of 
“ the Deity, which fuftains and preferves the univerfe.” To which 
the other anfwered with the Laconick brevity and pride; “ I will 
“do nothing that fhall be thought a difhonour to my country ;” 
and therefore an audience was refufed him. However, he has had 
feveral conferences with Mrecasyzus and myfelf; but his beha- 
viour and his inftructions are both fo referved, that it is impoffible 
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for us to learn any particulars of moment from him. His only eae 
eee 


bufinefs, as far as I can colleé& it from all which he has faid, is, to 
put the king to a fruitlefs expence, without offering. any fuitable 
recompence; and to afk for fupplies, without propofing any mutual 
advantages to Perlia. This requeft, thou mayeft eafily conjecture, is 
regarded as wild and extravagant; befides, it is not confiftent with 
the political views of our court, and the refolution of the Perfian 
council, to interfere in the civil broils and diflenfions of Greece, 
while the leading republicks are deftroying one another upon equal 
terms. It will be our part, whenever that time thall come, to throw 
ourfelves into the fcale of the weakeft ; an argument which has al- 
ready been fully treated of in a former letter *, and upon that ac- 
count will more properly be waved at the prefent. 


I agree with thee, that the removal of PericnEes was an ad of 
folly, and that his fudden reftoration to the higheft offices in the 
commonwealth was at once an inftance of the wifdom and incon- 
ftancy of the Athenian people; but as I was not furprifed at the one, 
fo I could not wonder at the other. I was extremely pleafed with 
the relation which thou gaveft me of thy vifit to that excellent 
ftatefman, on thy return from Salamis; nor was I without hopes, 
that, by the dexterity and politenefs of thy converfation, thou 
mighteft have procured fome material intelligence from him. And 
yet how precarious is every profpect of human happinefs! Soon 
after his reftoration, we were told of the wafting difeafe that preyed 
upon him; and, lo! thy next brought the moving narrative of his 
death. Senfible as I was, that Greece had loft her ablett politician, 
and that the moft powerful obftacle to the defigns of ARTAXERXES 
was removed, I could not help yielding for a moment to the foft 


* Vide Letter xiv. and xxiy, 
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LETTER impreflions of tendernefs and forrow. The unaffected encomium which 


XLV. 


u—)_ he beftowed upon himfelf before he died, gave me the ftrongeft idea I 


had ever entertained of his mildand equitable adminiftration. PERICLES 
was above the genius of the city that produced him; for he feemed 
born to monarchical fway, notwithftanding Providence had placed 
him in a republican ftate. Such however was his influence, that 
though in effect he fettled the moft important points according to 
his own inclinations, yet his own inclinations were guided by the 
trueft difcretion, and confiftent with the moft perfeé&t freedom. Well 
might he then be reverenced as the father of his country ; a name 
which he expreffed, not in any royal formality of titles, but in the 
real courfe of his government. Thus much, I think, thou mayett 
reafonably expect from-me, as a due tribute of praife to the chara@ter 
of a good minifter in the fervice of his country, and to the memory 
of a great man, though an enemy to Perfia. 


The fiege of Platea, according to the accounts I have received of 
the place, will laft, in all probability, a confiderable while longer. 
It is certainly a town of confequence to the Athenians, and deferves 
well of them, for its {teady adherence to their intereft in the prefent 
war, and of all Greece, for its inviolable attachment to the common 
caufe. Fail not to fend the earlieft news of the motions of Puor- 
MIO’s fleet. In the mean time forget not to inform thyfelf of the . 
intrigues in the city, and who is likely to fucceed PERicLES in the 
popular efteem and adminiftration. But thefe things I forbear to 
enlarge upon, and therefore entruft thee to the fafe dictates of thy 
own obfervation and prudence. In fhort, I have nothing to add 
further, than the fincereft expreffions of the pleafure which I take 
in thy approved capacity for bufinefs, and the ftrongeft exhortation 
I can give thee, to perfevere in the fame courfe of fidelity and obe- 
dience. Be affured, CLEANDER, this alone will recommend thee to 
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the protection of OromaspEs, and the favour of our mighty LETTER 
mafter, for whofe health I pray, before the morning walks over the ee ay 
dews of eaftern hills, and after the fun finks into the oceans of the 


weft. Adieu. 
From Babylon. C. 


Loko al oyun KeRep aX V, 


CLEANDER ¢o GosBryAs, Chief’ Scribe, tc. From Athens. 


id hem military operations of this campaign prove a great deal more 
active, than thofe of the two former ; whether it is that the ani- 
mofities of the contending ftates, inftead of decaying, grow more 
vigorous, by the continuance of the war; or that the hopes, which 
were formerly entertained of peace, being quite vanifhed fince the 
fruitlefs negotiations of laft year, the various parties, that prevail in 
thefe republicks, are agreed to give a different turn to their private 
refentments, by exerting them only againft the common enemy. 


I intend this difpatch fhall contain an exact account of fuch ma~ 
terial events as have happened fince the death of PERICLES. 


The Peloponnefian army is {till employed, or rather wafting itfelf, 
at the fiege of Plataa, with no great profit to themfelves, or damage 
to their enemies. The laft letters from thence fay, that the befieged 
have lately made a vigorous fally, and undermined a mount, which 
the befiegers had raifed to plant their engines upon, and command 
the rampart of the place. 
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LETTER An account is arrived here of an unfuccefsful expedition, which 

XLV. : 
i=. the Ambraciots and Spartans have made againft Acarnania, It was 
projected by the former, in conjunétion with the Chaonians and 


fome other Barbarians, who inhabit the frontiers of Greece towards 


a 


Macedonia. ‘They perfuaded the Lacedzmonians to fend them a thou- 


fand men, under the command of CNEMuUs, an officer of good re- 


—w 


putation ; whilft the Corinthians and the other allies were preparing 
a large fleet with tranfports to jointhem, and complete the conqueft 


of Acarnania. CNEMUS imagining he fhould overrun the country 
upon the firft inroad, fet forward without ftaying for this reinforce- 


ment, with his army drawn up in three columns. As he advanced 


towards Straton, the metropolis of Acarnania, the inhabitants made 
a brifk attack upon a column of Chaonians, who led the van, and 
were imprudently marched forward fome leagues beyond the reft of 


erg rn rer rr ct ge re 


the army. Thefe barbarians made no great refiftance, and were en- 
tirely routed ; which fo difcouraged CNEMus, that he retreated with 


fome precipitation, left he fhould be intercepted by the fuccours that 
were aflembling for the relief of Straton. 


The fatisfa@ion, which the Athenians exprefs at the failure of this 
enterprife, which, however well conducted, could have affeéted 
them but very remotely, is much heightened by the news they re- 
ceived yefterday of a naval victory, which their fleet, commanded by 
PuHoRMIO, has gained over that of the Corinthians. The firft notice 
they received of it was by feeing a trireme enter the harbour of 
Pirzeus with the ufual marks of fuccefs. The officers and failors 
were ranked upon the deck crowned with garlands, and filling the 
air with repeated acclamations. The fhip herfelf was hung with 
wrecks of fhattered veffels of the enemy, and adorned with trophies 
of arms, whilft the oars kept time to the harmony of mufical inftru- 

ments. 
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_ this packet. It fthews as well the experience and {pirit of the admiral, 
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ments. Great multitudes of people flocked inftantly to enjoy this ee aie 
agreeable {pectacle from the fhore. The captain, whofe name is Wome 
DiomeEDOoN, landed and went diredtly to the Prytaneum, (or town= 
houfe, where the Prytanes have a plain repaft prepared every day for 
them at the publick charge,) and delivered his letters into their 
hands. Thefe magiftrates immediately affembled the fenate; and 
after the letters had been read there, they were communicated to the 
impatient people in an extraordinary aflembly that very evening. 
To-morrow is appointed as a day of thankfgiving at all their temples 
for this fuccefs. I have obtained a copy of the difpatch fent by 
PHORMIO, with an account of the a€tion, which I have enclofed in 


as the honeft plainnefs of a true Athenian; and therefore I imagined,. 
noble fcribe, that a fight of it would not be difagreeable to thyfelf 


and the reft of the Perfian council. Adieu. 
P, 


To ta aihe Balle apd V [7 


PHORMIO Zo the Senate and People of Athens. 


I RECEIVED the orders you fent me to prevent the fleet of Corinth: 
and the other confederates from joining with CNEMus. and the 
Ambraciots ; and hope you will not be diflatisfied. with. the manner 
in which I have executed them. Upon the firft advice that they 
were failed from the Criffean gulph, I weighed anchor from Nau- 
pactus with twenty gallies, in order to attend their motions, and: 
came up with them juft as they were got out of the Streights. As 
foon as we defcried their fleet, which confifted of forty-feven {ail,. 
under the command of three admirals, making the beft of its way 
from Patra to the oppofite continent of Acarnania, L held a council: 
of 
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of war with the other captains; in which it was determined, not- 
withftanding the fuperiority of number lay on their fide, to venture 
an engagement. We confidered that they were rather furnifhed for 
the land-fervice than a naval aétion; and that the goodnefs of our 
fhips, and the experience and courage of our feamen, would be an 
over-balance to our inferiority in point of force. Accordingly, on 
the twentieth of the month Thargelion in the morning, the fails 
were ordered to be ftruck, the rowers to lower themfelves under the 
deck, the foldiers to repair to their re{pective ftations, and the fqua- 
dron to fall into line of battle. The enemy, obferving that they 
could not efcape us without fighting, drew up their fleet in the form 
of a roundel, placing the larger veflels on the outfide, as a defence 
to the tranfports, which were difpofed in the midft. Five of their 
{wifteft gallies were likewife ordered to be ready to fally out upon us 
through the vacant {paces of the line, in whatever part we fhould 
make an impreffion. In this pofture we continued fome time, till 
an eafterly wind, which. blows every morning out of the gulph, 
arifing, I obferved that their fleet was not only contracted by it into 
a narrower compafs, but their order confiderably difturbed. I thought 
this favourable opportunity not to be omitted, and therefore ordered 
the fignal of battle to be hung out, and the trumpets to found a 
charge from the admiral’s fhip, which was immediately followed 
round the reft of the fquadron. The firft encounter was rough ; 
a Corinthian fhip commanded by Macuon, one of the admirals, 
endeavoured to break my oars; but I avoided the fhock, and after 
giving her a volley of darts and {tones, bore down upon the poop, 
and flung a bridge over her, and notwithftanding a {mart oppofition, 


entered foldiers on board her, when fhe furrendered. In the mean 


time the reft of the {quadron broke into the enemy’s line, and dif- 
perfed their whole fleet: DiomeEp ON, tricrarch of theT4efis, and Dr- 


MOSTHENES, 
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MOSTHENES, trierarch of the Nereids, diftinguithed themfelves ina L eh R 
peculiar manner. The former, though he was attacked by two Of Co —_w/ 
the enemy’s fhips, who attempted to board him with grappling-irons, 

repulfed them both, put the one to flight, and funk the other. The 

latter fhattered feveral of the Corinthian fhips, and always ftretched 

a-head after the flyers; leaving thofe he had damaged, for others that 

followed him to take. In general, your officers and foldiers behaved 
themfelves with a gallantry and {kill becoming Athenians. We have 

made ourfelves mafters of twelve fhips, and a great many prifoners ; 

and after erecting a trophy, and confecrating a galley to NEPTUNE 

at Molycricum, returned to Naupactus, from whence I have difpatched 
DIoMEDON with this account. I cannot conclude, without prefling 

you in the moft earneft manner, to fend mea large and fpeedy re- 
inforcement, or elfe the prefent fuccefs can never turn to any future 
advantage. Your enemies, far from being difcouraged, redouble 

their preparations. ‘The remainder of the conquered fleet are ren- 
dezvoufed at Cyllene, the arfenal of the Eleans, where they have been 

joined by CNEMUs and BRAsIDAs, whom the Lacedzmonians have 

fent with fupplies of men and money. ‘They give out, that they 

fhail foon be able to put to fea with feventy fail, 


Wherefore, Athenians, let not any delays, proceeding from faction 
or intereft, retard the courfe of your bufinefs, and produce incon- 
veniencies, which in former times have proved highly detrimental to 
you, and may be fatal now. Confider how ungrateful it would be 
towards the gods, not to fecond the profperous beginning they have 
fent you; how inexcufable towards yourfelves, if you do not main- 
tain the empire of the fea, which your anceftors tranfmitted down to 
you in full luftre at the price of fo much blood; and how unac- 
countable it muft appear in the eyes of all Greece, if the victors are 
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LETTER not folicitous to improve their advantages, as the vanquifhed to re~ 
XLVI. 


Lem pair their lofies. Farewel. 
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From on board the MINERVA quinquireme, P 
in the harbour of Naupactus, 


Rieeernee 


Bk VEotvPoekucR boa SEE 


ORSAMES fo CLEANDER. From Syene in Thebais. 


7 HE reports I had heard of the wonderful catara& and other na- 
tural curiofities about this place, incited me to make an ex- 
curfion hither, before I fet forward on my journey into the Lower 
gypt. But here, I can affure you, my excurfion terminates, left 

: you might fufpect that I am going further into the barren wilds of 
fithiopia, or the burning fands of Libya; and I am not forry it has 
led me fo far, as I can hereby impart to you fome new difcoveries 
relating to the Agyptian -worthip, which I believe are yet unknown 
in Greece, not many of that country having extended their travels 
to thefe remote corners of Egypt. Befides that, they are of fuch a 
nature,. as the fuperftitious Greeks would not be much interefted in 
making. For although thofe who travel, are generally men of better 
fenfe, and underftandings elevated above the vulgar, yet are they 
cautious of divulging any of their difcoveries, which might help to 
undeceive the more ignorant. I had often heard at Thebes,’ that 
the people further up in Thebais paid nothing towards the charge of 


thofe animals ufed there and in the Lower figypt in the fervice of 
the inferior gods *, 


OA Se a rt rar 


Ihave wondered much, why they in particular 
were exempted, but. never could be rightly informed of the reafon 


* Plut. de Ifid. & Ofir. 
of 
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of fo peculiar an exemption, until I came to this place; fo careful 
are the priefts and devotées of that fuperftitious worfhip to conceal 
and difguife every thing that it is not their intereft to publifh. Upon 
coming hither, I was fenfible of a great change from that pomp 
and pageantry, with which the religious of other parts in Aigypt 
have fo extravagantly overloaded the worfhip of their gods. When 
I entered one of their temples, I was ftruck with the awful folemnity 
of the place; and it raifed in me a devout ferioufnefs, which all the 
f{culpture and fenfible reprefentations of the gods had never before 
done in thofe I had elfewhere feen. There was fomething plain and 
fimple in its ornaments, yet when taken together, feemed great and 
auguft, and extremely well adapted to excite a mechanical devotion ; 
for I cannot call that otherwife, which is excited by any thing lefs than 
the pure contemplation of OROMASDEs, when the mind abftracts 
itfelf from all material objets, and feeks no other temple but its own 
breaft. A few hieroglyphics and emblematical figures were raifed 
in fculpture from the walls; and the Athiopians *, of whom the 
Syenites are a part, afcribe to themfelves the invention of it. One 
figure prefents itfelf at the entrance, which is rather remarkable, 
but feems placed there rather to characterife the powers and attri- 
butes, than intended for the fhape and figure of the divinity they 
worfhip. It was a ferpent with an hawk’s head +: but the account I 
received from them of their religion was this: “ That they owned 
< no mortal being to be god, but their god CNEPH; and him they 
“ afferted to be without beginning and without end, the maker and 
“ governor of the univerfe {.” The ferpent feems to fymbolize that 
fpirit and vivific energy, which is by him diffufed through all na- 
ture. And thus, fay they, we are taught by Epzrs, our greateft 
hierophant and feribe, ‘ that the firft moft divine being is as a fer- 


* Diodor. Sicul. lib. ii. + Philo. Bybl.. Eufeb. lib. i. p. 47. c.edit. Par. 
{ Plut. de Ifid. & Ofir. ‘tis 
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LETTER “ pent having an hawk’s head, beautiful to look on, who, if he 
XLVIL. 


———— “ opens his eyes, fills the univerfe with light; if he winks, dark 
“ nefs is made.” However, in religion I cannot approve even of 


this emblematical imagery ; for by ufing it in order to bring down 


Oe GeO 


myfterious truths to the level of common underftandings, we are too 
apt to materialize in our thoughts the nature of the Divine Being. 
And I am afraid it has but too often led the way to that fenfelefs fu- 
perftition and worfhip of animals, which extravagantly prevails in 
moft other parts of this country. Yet it gives me pleafure to find, 
that amidft all thefe corruptions the notion of one Supreme Deity is 
not totally and univerfally obliterated ; and that the fame good de- 
mon, whom we call ORoMAspEs, the great author of the world, is 
not only adored among us in Perfia, but his worthip ftill preferved 
even amidft all the monftrous rites and fuperftitions of figypt. It may 
not be unworthy of your notice, what with much prying into their 
ancient learning I have in general colleéted, and which Iam under 
no reftriGions not to reveal to you, vx. that the firft Tuoru, or 
Mercury, whofe remains are preferved on their pillars and in their 
facred books, never fo much as mentions the Supreme Deity, who is 
above all things, or names him in the making of the world; and 
only afcribes divinity to certain mortal men and women *, and thofe 
fuch as cannot be applauded from the {tory of their exploits either 
for wifdom or virtue, and fome of them notorious for the worft of 
vices. But the Hierophants fay here, that a fecond HERMEs, at 
leaft nine hundred years later than the firft, faw reafon and neceflity 
to reform and diffent from the falfe cofmogony that had been intro= 
duced by him, who attempted to explain the generation of things 
by certain principles in a chaos, without any help from the firft and 
eternal mover, And of this latter HERMES, who was called Sr- 
PHOAS T, the fon of HEPHzsTus, and who reigned over all Egypt, 
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they preferve here at Syene certain remains. But the Egyptian ge 
priefts in general deny that this fecond Mercury diffented from the W+\——J 
firft. They fay, he took great pains * to colle thofe invaluable trea- 
{ures of learning, which the firft Mercury left in different places 
in{cribed on pillars in the hicroglyphical characters, and which had lain 
negle&ted during the confufion of the intermediate times; and after 
he had made a complete colle€tion, ordered them to be laid up in a 
book in the facred reveftries. Though thefe fpeculations have much 
engrofled my thoughts fince my coming to Syene, I have not omit- 
ted feeing thofe curiofities in the neighbourhood of this place, which 
brought me hither, though ftraitened for time after fo long a ftay at 
Thebes. [I failed in an open galley to Elephantine, an ifland in the 
Nile about one hundred and twenty ftadia fouth from Syene, a little 
above which is the famous cataraét ; and there ends the navigation 
of the Nile. ‘The river having pafled Ethiopia, where it leaves many 
lakes and marfhes by the difperfion of its waters, at laft recollects 
its fcattered {treams from Phile, a rocky ifland on its.eaftern fide ; 
and rolls on from thence, till near to Elephantine it is oppofed by a 
chain of rocks that lie acrofs its channel +. Dathed againft them 
and grown impetuous, it mounts in foaming waves, and after 
ftruggling amidft the broken cliffs and craggy precipices, pours down 
from an immenfe height with a ftupendous roaring and noife. But 
the incredible boldnedfs of the people there is not lefs to be wondered 
at [, who expofe themfelves to the raging current in {mall boats 
two together, the one fteering, the other rowing; and pafling the 
ftreights of the rock by little channels, ruth headlong with the 
ftream to the amazement of the beholders: for after giving them up 
for loft, you prefently fee them again, as if {hot out of an engine, far 


* Manetho. apud Eufeb. 
$ Seneca natur. queft. lib. iv. ed. Lipf. p. 747. Bet. + Ibid. p. 748. 
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epee from the place of their fall, and rowing fafely in the afluaged 
Loved waters. In failing for pleafure about Elephantine, we were much 
-entertained with many rude profpeéts of rocks and precipices, at 


the bottom of which are caves and grottos formed by the continual 


breaking of the waves upon them. Near Phile are two piked rocks *, 


where, the Agyptian priefts fay, are fountains of unfathomable depth. 


— 


They call them the veins of the Nile, and annually in their fo- 
lemnities upon the increafe of its waters, go thither to throw in their 


prefents as a tribute to the Nile. But when I arrive at Heliopolis, 
where I hope to be by the time that the folemnities upon that occa- 


fion are celebrated, I fhall have more leifure, and be better prepared 
to entertain you with fome phyfical accounts about it. In the area 
of an inclofure belonging to the college of aftronomers in this 
town, is raifed a {tone edifice, with a fpacious terrace on the top; 


where are fixed in the open air the larger inftruments, always ready 
at hand for their obfervations ; and a great aperture in the middle 
looks down into a very deep well |, which being exa@ly under the 
Tropic circle, is a certain index for the fummer folftice. Though I 
am juft fetting out upon my progrefs into the Lower Agypt, I could 
not forbear communicating to you thefe obfervations upon things, 


which afforded me fome new difcoveries, and a greater entertainment 
than I expected. And as I fhall fcarcely have leifure to write to 
you again till I reach Heliopolis or Memphis, I was unwilling there 
fhould be fo long an interval in our correfpondence, Adieu. 


L. 


* Herod. Euterp. c. 28. + Strabo Plin. lib. ii. c. 73. 
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CLEANDER fo SMERDIS. J’rom Athens, 


len wilt be furprized, venerable Mage, when I inform thee, that 

a city fo renowned as this is for its martial exploits, fhould at 
the fame time be no lefs famous for its learning and acquirements in 
fcience. Its principal men think they are but half qualified for the 
fervice of the ftate, till they have gone through the whole circle of 
arts; and it is not uncommon, even for thofe of the firft rank, to 
give themfelves up entirely to the culture of them. They make no 
fcruple to undertake long voyages, in order to enrich themfelves and 
their country with frefh difcoveries ; and at home make it their chief 
bufinefs, and what mixes even in their entertainments, to promote 
knowledge. It is by thefe means, and by the encouragement which 
is given to ingenuity in general, that the Athenians are confefledly 
fuperior to all the other ftates of Greece, in this refpe& at leaft. 
There is no {cience which they do not profefs, and (what is much 
more to their credit) no art in which they do not excel. The myf- 
terious parts of learning and the knowledge of nature have been 
brought to them, though imperfectly, from Agypt. The more 
practical arts, fuch as fculpture and painting, building and mufick, 
owe, if not their invention, yet all their grace to them; for whether 
they have improved only on the rough and uncouth plans brought 
from thence, or themfelves ftruck out thofe ideas of ‘beauty and 
fymmetry, their merit will be equal. It is univerfally agreed, that 
they have finifhed almoft at the fame time that they fet about thefe 
arts, and in the compafs of a very few years carried them to the ut- 


moft perfection they. feem capable°of. Thou wilt afk perhaps, 
whether 
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LETTER whether it is on thefe attainments alone, that the Athenians build 
Comte their reputation, and to what purpofes, befides thofe of pomp and 
juxury, thefe refined arts ferve? Thou, who haft been trained up 
in the difcipline of the old Perfians, (whofe chief excellence was to 
fhoot, and {peak the truth,) wilt be apt to defpife all acquirements 
which do not tend to make men wifer or better. I agree with thee, 
that thefe are the true, and fhould be the chief end of all inftitutions ; 


nor are the Athenians negligent of this. They make it their bufi- 


nefs alfo to improve the mind, to correé the will, and to infufe fen- 
timents of virtue and honefty into their youth. And I am the more 


| perfuaded of this, when I confider the turn and genius, the aim and 
actions of a young philofopher, who begins to draw the eyes and 
attention of the city on him. MHe has taken a courfe in his 
fearch after knowledge different from all others: while they have 
been hunting after it in diftant climes, he has been confined to his 
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own city and almoft to his own mind; he has applied himfelf chiefly 
to know himfelf, and having tried as it were the fhallownefs of his 
own underftanding, inftead of pretending (as others do) to teach 
every thing, he profefles for himfelf, and undertakes to fhew others 
that they underftand nothing. In the midft of the moft plentiful 
feafts, he pra@ifes a temperance almoft equal to that which the 
rules of thy order enjoin thee; and while he converfes daily in the 
moft promifcuous and free manner, he is faid to preferve an inno- 
cence in his life, and a fanétity in his manners, which retirement 
from the world fcarcely fecures to others. ‘Thou wilt not wonder, if 
my curiofity has led me to converfe with him; nor is it difficult to 
have accefs to one who {pends moft part of his time in the ftreets 
and publick places of this city. He received my addrefs in the fame 
open and eafy manner he does thofe of all his countrymen ; and by 
a fimplicity of behaviour, and a variety of queftions, which feemed 
to have no relation to what I propofed to him, he foon brought me 


to 


A THEN LAN «-LE-T T ERS, 


to give up, what I had before looked on as clear and indubitable, and 


made me own, that I was ignorant in thofe very points, which before ——~——~, 


I imagined I had beft underftood. When he had put me out of conceit 
with my own opinions, I was defirous to be let into and fubmit to 
his; but whether it was that he really: (as he profeffed) entertained 
no certain ones, or whether he did not think it fafe to commit 
them to one, who, befide his being a ftranger, might not appear 
worthy of his confidence, he declined giving me this fatisfaion, 
and left me neither pleafed with him or myfelf.. The mind, which 
takes pleafure in its fearches after truth, yet is impatient, when con- 
vinced, that all its darling fyftems and prepoffeffions are falfe ; and| 
forefee, that a fage, whofe life and doétrines are a conftant reproach 
to all he converfes with, will foon make his difciples defirous of free- 
ing themfelves from fo impertinent a monitor. Adieu. 


R. 


ha Edy Th Ey Rig ae SLIX 


CLEANDER Zo ORSAMES. J’rom Athens. 


s I. find nothing more agreeable, Orsames, during my refi- 

dence at Athens, than the converfation of intelligent men, I 
endeavour to inform myfelf on fubjeéts of literature and ingenuity, 
without neglecting the weightier bufinefs of my ftation and cha- 
raGter. It is not long fince I troubled Hypasprs with an account 
of fome curious particulars concerning the Grecian poets and hit 
torians, which I had gathered from a careful perufal of their works, 
and the accurate relations of the learned. The humanity of my 
patron PHiLEMON is never fo much exerted to my advantage, as 
when he introduces me with his ufual politenefs to the familiarity of 
SEVIS ST, Z perfons 
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1 eae perfons whofe company I fhould have made my choice, could I 
L———. otherwife have hoped for it. Yo the kind recommendation of my 
7 friend it is wholly owing, that I am lately admitted to the acquaint- 
ance of THUCYDIDES, a man of fuperior quality and wifdom, by whofe 
means [I fhall extend my infight into the conftitution of Greece in 
general, and the policy of Athens in particular. He was employed 


fome years ago by the city in condudting a fecond colony of Athe- 


Are IIene meee, 


nians to Thurium; and though he does not engage in the admini- 


+ et ETE nary 


ftration of public affairs, he hath ferved in the armies of the ftate, 
and made feveral campaigns. Iam told, he is originally poffeffed of a 


fair paternal inheritance, and is derived from avery noble family, both 
which are augmented by his marriage with a rich wife, the daughter 


2 


of a king of Thrace. He feems however to confider thefe happy 


ee epee ae rer ee 


circumftances in life with the impartial eyes of a philofopher, and 


values the former only as it enables him to diffufe the effects of his 
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benevolence ; and the latter, as the memory of it perpetually excites 
him to emulate his anceftors in virtue. At the fame time, he is fo far 
from thinking himfelf raifed above the reft of his countrymen, that 
he lives with all the elegant fimplicity of an Athenian, while he en- 


joys the opulence of a Perfian fatrap. His inftitution in the ftudy 
of eloquence and philofophy hath been conformable to the nobility 
of his birth and fortune. In philofophy he wasa fcholar of ANAXA- 
GORAS; in rhetoric, he was inftrudted by ANTIPHON, an orator 
of fingular abilities, and revered by the people for his eloquence. 
If I may form a judgment of his fentiments in government from the 
tenour of his difcourfe, he appears leaft of all to approve of a de- 
mocracy. ‘The generofity of his temper makes him averfe from the 
envy and contention of demagogues; the fteadinefs of his politics, 
from the inconftancy of popular refolutions; and the Integrity of 
his heart, from the felfith counfels of thofe who are willing to ac= 
quire or maintain an authority with the multitude. He could with 


for 
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for a larger mixture of ariftocracy in the Athenian commonwealth ; 
and yet fuch was his opinion of PERICLES, that, as long as he con= (ee-y—mew 
tinued alive and in fupreme power, he ufed to fay, “ the admini- 


“* {tration was nominally democratical, but in fat monarchical.” 
As he is pleafed to indulge me in fome fhare of his confidence, I 
took the liberty to afk him one day in private, “ How it happened, 
* that he, who joins to great natural endowments a furprifing com- 
“* pafs of knowledge and long obfervation, had never exprefled any 
** defire to be placed at the helm of the republick, nor had entered 
** into the artful management of popular affemblies.” He anfwered 
me, “ That he forbore coming into the affembly, becaufe he would 
“ neither be an acceflary or a witnefs to their iniquitous proceed- 
* ings: That profperity had infatuated the minds of his unthinking 
** countrymen; and the only men who ruled them, were thofe who 
** foothed them with fond hopes, enflamed them by falfe notions, and 
‘* put them on chimerical {chemes and hazardous attempts ; whereas 
““ he, who gave temperate advice, was injurioufly branded as a 
“ coward, and thought fo ignorant as not to underftand, or fo mali- 
« cious as to belie their power.” He faid, “ the trueft and moft 
“* fhining merits were looked upon as crimes again{t the ftate; that 
** they never pardoned him who ferved them with talents which ren- 
“* dered him worthy to command, and often deprived themfelves of 
“ real advantages to fhun an imaginary evil. For my own part, 
** (continued he,) I have mingled fo much of the difinterefted philofo- 
‘“* pher with my republican principles, as to abhor thofe leaders of 
‘¢ party, who crofs each other’s counfels to the detriment of the 
“ whole; thofe flatterers, who truckle to the humour of the people 
*¢ by the meaneft and moft flavifh compliances; thofe declaimers, 
“ who drive us into ftrange undertakings, which their betters either 
‘* dare not oppofe, or, if they do, precipitately endanger their own 
“‘ fafety. A prudent citizen therefore, when perfons of this kind 

72 * Deas 
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LETTER * bear fway, will yield to the torrent of the times, without fuffering 
—~—— “ himfelf to be loft in the ftream. He will wait for a fairer oppor- 
“ tunity of engaging in the publick bufinefs, or elfe not engage in it 
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“ at all, He will not enter on the important office of a minifter, 


* uncalled to it by the general voice of his country. In a word, I 


“* have laid down thefe maxims to myfelf which the politicians of 
our days feem utterly to defpife, vz. that.a good man fhould 
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** be fo zealous in his regards for the community, as to exclude all 


“ thofe that are perfonal, while a wife man remains indifferent in his 


a oe 


** choice of publick or private life, but ftudious to adorn both. Can 
** you then wonder, (added he,) if I have rather employed myfelf 


** in obferving and recording what pafles, than in direting and go- 
“ verning? And, to fpeak fincerely, it is with a view to the good 
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of futurity, that I am now compiling a hiftory of thefe times, and 


a 
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fhall fpare no expence of labour or money to procure fitting me- 
“ moirs for the purpofe. The Lacedemonian archives, as well as 
‘¢ the Athenian, will be ranfacked, that from the colleGtions of each 
the feries of our tranfactions may be more impartially laid open ; 


and however fome men {hall cenfure the manner of my writing, yet 
* no man fhall queftion the truth of it. For it is not a work in 
tended by way of oftentation to the prefent age, but as a monu- 
ment of inftruction to our fucceflors, as a legacy to all pofterity.” 


Struck with the greatnefs of the reply, it was impoffible for me to 
forget, what I had often been told, of the generous fpirit he difco- 
vered, and the memorable tears which he fhed, on hearing the Mufes 
of HERODOTUs recited in a celebrated feaft at Athens. I confidered 
this defign as a confequence of the fame emulation ; nor could I 
avoid, on the one hand, congratulating the generations to come on 
that admirable hiftory, which the abilities of my friend THucyDIDEs 
will hereafter produce into the world; nor was it unnatural to reo 
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Ae& with an honeft indignation on the other, that while Greece is eh 
making large ftrides in policy, and advancing in letters, Perfia too W-—~\—— 
inglorioufly neglects the cultivation of both. The former, not con= 

tent with her victories at Marathon and Salamis, is endeavouring 

to defeat us in that, which alone can immortalize the name of either : 

the latter, fo far from being animated by a fenfe of her fhame, to 

retrieve the advantages fhe has loft, is difregarding the judgment of 

futurity, and adding to their conqueft by indolence. But let us hope 

that this, ORSAMEs, may not long be our cafe! Let us publith an 

account of our aétions to mankind, and not truft to the partial re- 
prefentation of the Greeks. Let us plead our own caufe before the 

equitable tribunal of pofterity; and though the progrefs of our 

arms hath been checked, yet let not the palm in hiftory be take 

from us. Adieu. 


805, SD 865, 09, °° 


C. 


nn nc CNS ee en I 


LE eT GR Reve Te 


CLEANDER fo Gosryas, Chief Scribe, 3c. From Athens. 


t 


A ee Athenians, noble {cribe, are remarkable, amongft their other 
diftingnifhing qualities, for the great eagernefs with which they 


meee 


liften after news. Thou mayeft imagine, that this curiofity finds 
fufficient employment by an account juft arrived of a fecond en- 
gagement between the Peloponnefian fleet and PHoRMIo’s fquadron, 
in which the vaft fuperiority of number on the fide of the former, 
balanced by the fkill and bravery of the latter, has rendered the ad- 
vantage and lofs nearly equal between both parties, as thou wilt be 
better able to judge from the following relation. 
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A reinforcement of twenty fail were immediately fitted out here, 
at the prefling inftances of PHORMIO; but, inftead of being fent 
directly to him, were ordered to take Crete in their way, ona fervice 
of no importance. They were detained fo long at that ifland 
by contrary winds, that they were not able to join him till the battle 
was over. 


In the mean time, Brasrpas and CNEMus put to fea witha fleet 
of feventy fail well appointed, and came to an anchor at Rhium of 
Achaia, whilft Puormro and his twenty gallies were ftationed at a 
port of the fame name on the oppofite fhore. Thefe two harbours 
form the mouth of the Criffean gulph. The Peloponnefian com- 
manders intended to bring the Athenians to an engagement within 
the gulph, before the reinforcement arrived. PHoRmro defigned to 
avoid fighting, but, if that was not in his power, to engage them in 
the open fea, where the dexterity of his failors, and the fwiftnefs of 
his fhips, would give him the advantage againft their unwieldy 
veflels and inexperienced feamen. After they had lain two or three 
days in this pofture, the Peloponnefians made a motion up the gulph 
with their whole fleet towards Naupaétus; which obliged PHoRMIO, 
much againft his will, to follow them in order to fave the place, 
which was too weak to make effe€tual refiftance. As foon as the 
admirals of the enemy faw the Athenian {quadron engaged within 
the ftrait, they gave the fignal to their fleet to tack about and bear 
down upon them, which they did with fuch vigour, that they drove 
feveral of the Athenian gallies againft the fhore, funk fome, and 
made many prifoners. A body of Meffenian troops in the fervice of 
Athens, who were marching along the fhore, behaved very bravely ; 
for they entered the fea with their arms, and recovered fome of the 
fhips that had been taken, In another part of the ation, PHormMio 

himfelf 
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himfelf pufhed out to fea with eleven fhips, and was chaced by twenty LE e TER 
Peloponnefian ones into the harbour of Naupaétus. This expe- crite, 


rienced officer obferving that they followed the chace very carelefsly, 
and either out of contempt of the Athenians, or believing the victory 
already their own, negleéted to keep their line of battle, fo that fome 
of their fhips were out of fight, ordered the few gallies he had with 
him to turn their prows, and bear down directly on the enemy, him- 
felf leading the attack. This advantage was fo well improved, that 
after fome of the foremoft Peloponnefian veflels were difabled, the 
reft, frighted at fo unexpected a turn, were put to flight, and fix of 
them taken. PHormio and BrasipAs have both ereéted trophies, 
though neither of them can juftly lay claim to the victory. The 
fhips from Crete are fince arrived, and it is faid the Peloponnefian 
fleet is retired to Corinth. The officers who diftinguifhed them- 
felves moft on the fide of Athens, were Asopius, the admiral’s fon, 
and NIcIAs. 


It is much cenfured as an error in CLEON.and his party, the pre- 
fent managers of affairs, that they did not immediately furnith 
PHORMIO with a force fufficient to improve his firft advantage, and 
remain mafter of the fea. In all probability, if the twenty fhips had 
not wafted fo much of their time at C rete, this muft have proved a 
very confiderable fuccefs for the Athenians. It has been a common 
faying amongft them on this occafion, that they are now thoroughly 


fenfible that Perrcxizs is dead. The laft letters from Plata mention, - 


that the army of the allies under the command of ARCHIDAMUS 
king of Sparta, being haraffed out with the length of the fiege, and 


the vigorous refiftance of the garrifon, have refolved to enclofe the 
‘city with a ftrong wall, fortified with ditches and towers on both 
fides, to prevent as well the fallies of the inhabitants within, as the 


entrance of any fuccours from without ; and that after having finifhed 
this 
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this regular fortification, part of their forces will be left for the block- 
ade of the town, and the reft difmiffed. 


I have now laid before thee, noble fatrap, the prefent courfe of 
publick occurrences; nor do I negle& to inform myfelf, as thou en- 
joineft me, of the private intrigues of this city, and the fecret {prings 


that influence the counfels of this active republick. The adminiftra- 


tion of affairs, fince the death of PERICLES, has lain principally in the 
hands of a party, who may be faid to delight in war; and though 
they have not the neceflary talents for carrying on a regular and 


well-concerted {cheme of military operations, yet they treat any one, 
who but ventures to name the word peace in their affemblies, as an 


enemy to his country, and a friend to Lacedemon. They are a fet 
of men compofed of mercenary orators, and other fa€tious citizens, 
who are enriched and aggrandized by a war, that impoverifhes the 
reft of the ftate. Every general is obliged to pay his court to them, 
and to have a band of rhetoricians to defend him againft the attacks 
of his enemies at home, whilft he is fighting his country’s battles in 
the field. The allies make their applications to them, to recommend 
their caufe to the people, to get their contributions leffened, or an 
expedition undertaken in their behalf ; though the immediate fervice 
of the ftate perhaps is negleted, and her armies rendered ufelefs for 
want of fupplies. CLEON is at the head of thefe worthy patriots; 
a man the more oppofite to peace, becaufe in quiet times his own 
bad actions would appear, and the calumnies of others be lefs be- 
lieved. He fupports himfelf, not fo much by the greatnefs of his 
abilities, as by the boldnefs of his undertakings, and the confidence 
of his affertions. He renders himfelf popular, not by the eafe and 
humanity of his behaviour, but by the freedom and roughnefs of it; 
which is agreeable to the common fort, whom he likewife gains over 
to his intereft by frequently relieving their neceflities. He carries 

his 
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his point in the affemblies, by an over-bearing vehement fort of elo- HEPES 
quence, accompanied with much aétion. ‘There are however feveral (eee) 


who diflike his chara@ter and meatures, 


and oppofe both with great 
freedom : 


the comick writers in particular do not {pare him, but fet 
him forth in the ftrongeft colours, that the copiouf{nefs of their in- 
vention and the feverity of their fatire will afford, Of late they 
have been employed in falling foul upon the memory of PERICLES, 
and repeating the plentiful colleGion of {candal, which the very 
mention of his name gives them room to difplay, 


Tf cannot conclude without acknowledging thy laft letter: the gra- 
cious acceptance which my fervices meet with, is far fuperior to their 
merits, as well as my expeétations. Permit me to indulge a little 
pardonable vanity, in reflecting, that I enjoy the honour of being 
ranked amongft thy friends, and the meaneft of the fervants of 
ARTAXERXES, Adieu, 


P, 
by AE Nh he dD pg at A 


HyDAsprs to CLEANDER. From Babylon. 


apenouss the rife and prefervation, CLEANDER, of every great 

monarchy has been owing to the arts of war, yet at the fame 
time it is certain, no ftate could fupport itfelf without the neceflary 
improvements of peace. The wifdom therefore of our conttitution is 
in nothing more confpicuous, than in the admirable care that is taken 
to make the culture of both mutually ferve and promote each other *, 
Without this, the numberlefs forces of Perfia would overrun and 


* Xenoph. memorabil. lib. y. edit. Francof, p. 827. E. & p. 828, 
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LETTER depopulate the whole empire. But by a moft exact and regular dif- 
LI. 8 , ; 

Loyd pofition in every diftridt of the provinces, the garrifons and ftand- 

ing forces are maintained with very little burden to the country. 

The prefe&t of each diftriG has a lift of fo many horfe, fhieldmen, 

or archers, which he is to find provifion for, according to the fer- 

tility and produce of the lands within his divifion. ARTAXERXES 


himfelf has every thing under his own infpetion; he frequently 


reviews the troops in one part or other of his dominions, and fur- 


veys the country at the fame time, or employs thofe he can confide 


in, to do it in places more remote. By this means he knows the 
{tate of his armies, the ftrength of his garrifons, and the condition 
of the feveral provinces. If the prefects fraudulently withhold what 


nn rr a ete. pee 


nature hath plentifully beftowed, or if the land be not fufficiently 
cultivated as far as the foil will bear, they are liable to be complained 
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againft by the officers of the army, or thofe fent to infpe& them, or 
to be difcovered in the negle& of their duty by the king himfelf. 
Where naked and barren profpeéts are by labour and induftry con- 
verted into beautiful lawns and plantations, or the face of nature is in 
any fort improved, the prefect of that diftri@ is fure to receive 
fome mark of the royal munificence, and the meaneft labourer to enjoy 
the fruits of his induftry. And wherever the troops are fitly chofen, 
well difciplined, and handfomely equipped in their arms and other 
accoutrements, not only the commanding fatrap, but every chiliarch 
and tribune, is diftinguifhed, as he hath fhewn his diligence in the 
faithful difcharge of his truft. By this means they are always found 
prepared, either for a military expedition, to form an encampment, 
or pafs in review before their fovereign. This fummer a large body 
of forces, draughted out from feveral provinces, is encamped in the 
plains of Babylon. The natural Perfians are twenty thoufand, who 
are honoured with XErxes * for their chief, diftinguifhed from the 


* He was the prince royal of Perfia. 
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Medes by their light targets and the fathion of their fleeves with gn ee 
{tripes -of various colours. ‘The Median forces,a dele obodys Caeqeen 
amount to twenty more. Thirty thoufand Affyrians with brazen 
helmets and linen corflets are commanded by Arsires. The Arii 
and Baétrians make ten thoufand, armed alike, except that the for- 
mer have Median bows *; their general is BAGAP Hus +, the em- 
peror’s fon by Anp1A, a Babylonith lady, and uterine brother to 
PARISATIS, a gallant young prince, who hath been trained to arms 
under ARAsPES, the brave fatrap of Baétria. The Ciffj, with the 
Sagartians, and borderers upon the Erythrean fea, conftitute twenty 
thoufand. The Sagartians and thofe people in the tributary divifions 
are reckoned to the province of Perfia; the proper Perfians being, as 
you know, exempted from all tribute {. The Sagartians wear a 
brigantine of leathern thongs clofely entwined together, and carry 
nets, which they make ufe of in an engagement with great dexte- 
rity. The reft are armed much after the Perfian manner, in {caly 
corflets, and with the fame defenfive weapons; but the habits of 
their chiefs are enriched with topazes from the oriental ifles adjoin- 
ing. Among them are a body of the Chelenophagi, whofe mails 
are curioufly formed of the thells of tortoifes. Socp1anus has the 
command of five thoufand Cafpians and Paricanians, who make a 
barbarous appearance in the hides of fhaggy goats, and are armed 
with bows and daggers) ARTAsYRAS, who by OcuHuws’s intereft 
was lately appointed fatrap of the greater Armenia, is prefent with 
fix thoufand foot and four thoufand horfe from the territories lying 
at the head of the Euphrates, and between the Araxes and the 
Cyrus. A {fplendid tent was fet up for Ocuus, and he is expected 
here with a large detachment of the Hyrcanians; but he ftopped 
fhort with twenty brigades in the neighbourhood of Ecbatana, to 


* Herod. Polymn, c. 65. + Excerpt. ex Ctefize Perfic. c. 48. 
+ Herod. Thal. c. 97. 
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a erri ER prevent, as is fuppofed, a fecond rifing of the Cadufians, which 
Lyne may be the more fufpected, as the choiceft part of the Median forces 
was draughted for thisencampment. ‘Ten thoufand Syrians are quar= 
tered round MrcasByzus’s pavilion, armed with fhort fpears, jave- 
lins, and daggers, and greaves that cover only half the leg *. Five 
thoufand Arabians, habited in their loofe mantles. of Indian filk, 
with long bows f, are placed in the rear of the camp, that their 
camels may not annoy their horfes. Amidft thefe various multi- 
tudes, the greateft regularity and order are preferved through all the 
ranks. The city of Babylon, which delights in fhews and pomp, 
was much entertained with the grand parade, when ARTAXERXES 
went to meet his camp. The magi led the proceffion in their fearlet 
robes, carrying the holy fire upon a filver hearth. After them came 
the empty chariot crowned with garlands and drawn by white fteeds 
with harnefles of gold, which is facred to OROMASDES, and an 
emblem of his prefence with us. A fingle horfe came next, of the 
largeft breed of Hyrcania, in honour to the fun, and the leaders had 
white garments with ftaffs of gold. . Then a thoufand of the band of 
Immortals, with their golden chains and vefts of rich brocades fet 
off with Indian gems, followed by the order called the Royal Kin- 
dred; after them the body-guard, who are diftinguifhed by the 
golden apples upon their pikes. The chief fatraps and princes of 
the blood attended about the perfon of ARTAXERXES, who rode in 
an ivory chariot, richly inlaid with amethifts and rubies upon filver 
and gold plates curioufly emboffed with emblematic figures. From 
behind, a fculptured eagle, more dazzling than the car itfelf, foread 
‘its wings over the monarch’s head t. A thoufand fpearmen clofed 
the proceffion. The tent of ARTAXERXES ftands confpicuous on a 
rifing ground near the center of the camp, with the image of the 
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fun in a cafe of cryftal over it. The ladies of the court complain of LE ee 
their being left out in this proceflion, who have in every fignal ex- U4 
pedition attended the camp. They threaten to appear foon in Ama- 
zonian dreffes, and try the courage of fome in diftinGion there, fince 
moft of the younger fatraps, who were noted for their effeminate 
delicacy, have upon this occafion aflumed a martial air. Thefe jefts 


have revived the memory of the ancient Sacian women, who, in the 
reign of their queen ZARINA, about the time of ARTIBARNAS, 
father to ASTYAGES, joined in a revolt of the Parthi,* and extremely 
diftrefled the Medes. And fome fine interludes, intermixed, after 
our manner, with finging and dances, have been played in the royal 


apartments, founded upon the ftory of that heroine, and the adven- 
ture of the Mede Srryac.ivs with the Sacian lady *, whom he 
had thrown from her horfe, and conceived fuch a violent paffion for, 
that meeting with a repulfe in his firft addreffes, he pretended to flarve 
himfelf, and by that artifice worked upon the compaffion of his mif- 
trefs. A party of the court ladies, with the queen-mother and Amy- 
TIs, were lately at an entertainment in MEGAByzus’s tent, and 
pafled through the camp in a cedar carriage with the curtains of their 
pavilion undrawn, attended by INTAPHERNES and five hundred of 
the Immortals. Mercasyzus performs all the duties of a general, 
and excites an emulation among the troops in their military exercifes, 
by his frequent prefence among them. But to the great concern of 
all his friends, though the vigour of his mind be ftill the fame, yet 
in his bodily ftrength he feems daily declining. APQLLONIDES of 
Cos, who is in great favour with ARTAXERXES, exerts his utmoft 
fill to prolong a life fo valuable to Perfia.. Adieu, 


J. 


* Ex Ctef. Perf. fragment, ap. Demetr. Phailer, in libro, qui wept ipunvsias vocatur, 
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LOE Py (ER - EER 


CLEANDER ¢o SMERDIS. 


HAVE of late been engaged in fome converfations with the fages 

of this place, which have more than once brought to my mind 
thofe delightful- folitudes, where thou, abftraéted from every other 
care and avocation, enjoyeft as it were the prefence of the great 
ORomAspEs, and illuminations, which, though no lefs important 
than thofe vouchfafed to the favoured ZoROAsSTER, thou in divine 
conference haft communicated to me. Not many furlongs from the 
city, in the midft of a {fpacious meadow, which is almoft furrounded 
with the clear and {mooth ftream of the river Iliffus, there is a fta- 
dium not fo remarkable for its ornaments and grandeur, as its anti- 
quity and fituation ; it was built in the early ages of this republick, 


, and ftill retains its primitive rudenefs and fimplicity. A grove 


of trees coeval at leaft to the ftru€ture, whofe trunks appear like 
huge pillars to fupport a thick and verdurous roof, are planted on 
one fide’; and through them the cool breezes, which arife from the 
river, and are perfumed by numberlefs flowers that adorn its banks, 
give a frefhnefs amidft the {corching heats, which we now feel, 
and form a retreat the moft agreeable that can be imagined. It is 
for this, that the philofophers of Athens with their difciples fre- 
quently exchange the Academy and Lyceum; and as I have more 
than once been admitted to the conferences that are held here, thou 
wilt not, Ifancy, be difpleafed to partake in them alfo. It is true, I 
have.fometimes been but indifferently entertained. Some of the firft 
and higheft reputation among thefe philofophers have little true and 
folid knowledge even of thofe {ciences they profefs. Many, who 
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fet up for mafters of natural truths, are either greatly ignorant of, 
or entirely miftake the firft principles on which they are built. Others 
there are, who are called teachers of eloquence, but are not able to 
give any proof of their being fo; others, who difpenfe out leflons 
of wifdom, not from any ftock of their own, but founded on the 
authority and maxims of their anceftors, But what above all moves 
my indignation is, that, without any experience of the world, any 
infight into policy, they all take upon them to inftrué their fcholars 
in the arts of government, in the conduét of publick affairs, and the 
enacting of fit and neceflary laws. It is true, that thefe pretenders 
to fcience but too frequently meet here one, who, as he is much 
fuperior to them in all parts of learning, feems animated with a par- 
ticular zeal to deftroy their ill-grounded pretences to it. It is not 
unufual to fee them put to a precipitate and fhameful retreat by this 
great champion of truth ; and indeed it is impoffible to conceive the 
deep wifdom and true reafoning, that are concealed under the plain- 
nefs and fimplicity of the rude mechanick *. As he has a peculiar 
art of illuftrating what he treats on, fo he has alfo of expofing what 
may be on infufhicient grounds admired by others. By abundance 
of apt comparifons, and by a moft extenfive indu@ion of known 
and familiar topicks, he at once opens and convinces the minds of his 
hearers. Nor need I after this defcription tell thee, that I {peak of 
SOCRATES, in whom, if there is any thing that I blame, it is his 
too great referve, and his rather labouring to make thofe with whom 
he converfes un'earn what is wrong, than‘to inftru@ them. in what 
is right. In one of our converfations one day, after he had put to 
fight a whole army of the fophifts, and only ‘one or two friends 
were left, I was led to exprefs my -furprize and concern, that he, 
who was fo capable, and feemed fo ready, to teach men true know- 


* Socrates was bred a fculptor. 
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i < aoe ER ledge, fhould yet be fo backward in this godlike employment. I even 
1 mn faid, “ that it feemed ungenerous, and inconfiftent with his ufual 


““ benevolence, to be fo fevere, as I had fometimes known him, on 


— 


“‘ thofe, whofe greateft fault was perhaps only to be too ready to 
*“ teach, while he, who was capable of doing it, would not enter 


“upon this province.” He received my reproof with his ufual 
humanity, and after fome paufe, faid; “ Were I really, my friend, 


rte =r aenaeag ea —= —= 


“‘ what you would kindly fuppofe me, capable of inftru@ing man- 


kind, yet fure I am, that you and all wife men would judge the 
worfe of me if I fhould venture to proclaim it, It has hitherto 
been the chief bufinefs of my life, to confute and fhew the folly of 


thefe vain fciolifts: and fhould I not expole myfelf to the con- 
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tempt of thofe, who are fo contemptible, if I fhould engage in 
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their tafk, and take upon me to diate on points, which I am 
fenfible are not only out of my reach, but even beyond that of 
human capacity? It is true, that I have endeavoured, as far as I 
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am able, to cultivate and improve my faculties. I own I have 
ufed my utmoft induftry in acquiring knowledge; and as truth 
and icience have hitherto been, fo I am perfuaded they ever will 


be, the feope and obje& of my life to come. But alas! fo far 
am I from having arrived at what I aim at, that I am daily con- 
vinced I never fhall. I am fatisfied, that I know nothing perfectly ; 
the experience of .each day convinces me of the folly of the con- 
clufions I made the foregoing; and upon the matureft confider- 
ation I am brought to conclude, that the probable is all we can 
ever arrive at in our refearches. What can I do better therefore, 
or how can I be more ufefully employed, than in endeavouring 
to take men off from thofe idle and fruitlefs purfuits after cer- 
tainty, which I am convinced they never will find? Nor does this 
hinder me from tracing out, and even depending upon fome great 
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“ and fundamental points. And if thou wouldft know what it is Po 
“ that appears to me the moft probable, I anfwer, feeft thou the We \~—_w 


ce 


* great frame of the univerfe, and haft thou confidered the various 
and wonderful inftances of wifdom and contrivance that are dif- 


‘ played in every part of it; and canft thou doubt of its being the 


ee 


work of fome all-wife and all-powerful caufe? Can fo much 
ufe and beauty, fo much magnificence and defign, fo much re- 
gularity and order, ftrike us on the contemplation of nature, and 
we not own the Author of nature? Can fo many beings’ exift, 
and there be no caufe of their exiftence? No, it is impoflible 
not te trace and acknowledge plain and evident marks of a Deity, 
who formed and directs this wondrous machine. It muft be 
that we are all under his government, that we are produced for 
fome great purpofes; and when we difcover, that not the moft 
minute and infignificant atom, which we fee, but has its ufes, and 
ferves its peculiar ends, we muft conclude, that man, the nobleft 
work of the creation, muft alfo have his. Hence then am I led 
to inquire and confider, what are and what ought to be the great 
duties of my life. I try the extent of my own and others capa- 
city. I endeavour to fathom their underftandings. I examine 
into the end of our actions, how they may affe@ ourfelves or 
others. I find a light as it were and guide placed in my breaft, 
which, if diligently attended to, dire&s me in all important oc- 
currences. I am fatisfied, that man is not born for himfelf only, 
but for the fervice of others, and that there isa law, which direé&s 
all to the practice of what is juft, and good, and true, planted in 
every man’s breaft; that human laws only inforce this, and bind 
it upon bad men; that the good are not influenced by them, and 
he that attends has no need of any other. obligation than what 
arifes from hence. Nay further, when I confider the nature and 
formation of man, and that all we learn feems to be little more 
YOu, a. BB ** than 
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LE at ER “ than recollecting what we have been apprized of, I conclude, that 
LH —— “ we have exifted in fome other ftate. And if we have lived before, 
“¢ ftill it is more likely (confidering the paffionate defire we have 


“ after knowledge, and how impoffible it is to fatisfy it in this ftate) 


— 


em, SSS 


** that we are defigned for, and fhall exift in, another. ButI re- 
frain from indulging in this, which to thee may appear a vifion- 
ary and idle f{peculation, however probable and rational it may 
feem to me.” Here he ended, and I would gladly have en- 
gaged him in a more particular difcuflion of what he had advanced. 


0. "ae. 


ee 


He, on the contrary, defired my fentiments, which, not only out 
of modefty, but prudence, thou wilt imagine I declined giving ; and 


fo our converfation broke up. I went away convinced, that the 
notices of the great OROMASDES are wonderfully difplayed through- 
out the whole univerfe, and that the fublimef truths are eafily dif- 
coverable, when men make a proper ufe of that moft valuable ema- 
nation from him, Rea/on. 


R. 
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ORSAMES fo CLEANDER. From Heliopolis. 


Te Nile is now rifen to its greateft height, and the country in 

every part fills the eye of a traveller with wonder and delight, 
and affords the moft joyful profpe& to the inhabitants of figypt. 
From a pyramid in this town I furveyed the diftant furface, where 
lawns, and fields, and gardens lay undiftinguifhed in one fluid plain ; 
the taller forefts waving in the midft of waters, and the {tately piles 
of Memphis and the neighbouring towns, with the adjacent pyra- 
mids {catered like rocks and iflands, to diverfify the charming fcene. 
You fee in every place life and motion, the inhabitants pafling con- 


tinually 
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tinually hither for bufinefs or pleafure, in boats or barges upon the L aot ha 
water, or over the banks and caufeways from town to town. The prcenfanened 
further mountains of Libya rife like a diftant continent feen off at 
fea; the nearer ones, that are continued along the banks of the Nile 
ae the upper Thebais, begin here to open and {pread away to the 
Eaft, and prefent the moft ravifhing land{cape of hills and precipices, 
intermixed with lawns and woods, where the cattle graze during the 
inundation. My happening to come down from Syene, about the 
time that the banks were to be laid open, contributed much, with 
the natural chearfulnefs of the country, to render my tour agree- 
able. Upon this occafion there are certain ceremonies obferved 
with great folemnity and rejoicing: and the prafeéts of the greater 
diftrids ufually vifit all the chief towns through the feveral nomes 
they prefide over, at the cutting of the banks, and are prefent at the 
folemn feftivals held upon that occafion ; which they eafily may, a 
regular cuftom being obferved of beginning from the veins of the 
Nile, and fo proceeding gradually down the country as the inun- 
dation dired&ts them. Above Thebes feldom any but the priefts 
themfelves attend. Of this cuftom PHARNucES tonk no notice, 
when IJ parted from him to fee the catara@ts, and thought to have 
pafled unobferved the whole way back to Heliopolis; but about the 
midway to Thebes upon my return, at a town called Cnubis, which 
is named from the fame god CNEPH, who is worfhipped at Syene, 
I met a fplendid galley, which waited there for my reception to con- 
duc&t me to PHaRNucEs. When I had landed at the palace, which 
fronts to the water, he, faluting me with his ufual civility, faid, 
you are returned, ORSAMES, very opportunely to fee the ceremonies 
that are performed at the cutting of the banks; and I thall accom- 
pany you myfelf part of your way, if you will not think it too great 
a delay to grace my parade. This year the river is rifen fixteen 
cubits, which promifes a plentiful increafe. The next morning the 
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gallies were early before the palace; and having taken a fhort repofe, 
we fet out not long after fun-rifing. As foon as the oars touched 
the water, a concert ftruck up of Perfian and Zgyptian mufick, and 
every thing contributed to make our paflage delightful ; the ferenity 
of the air, the brightnefs of the morning, and the calm furface of 
the water refleCting the early beams *, and interfperfed with flowers 
of the lotus, refembling a bed of lilies. In every place that we 
{topped at, a black bull with much ceremony was {facrificed to the 
Nile. We arrived the day after at Coptos, an ancient emporium 
for Indian and Arabian commodities +. "Fhe city ftands a little re- 
moved from the Nile, but has its keys and warehoufes to the river, 
Here Isis {, they fay, received the firft tidings of the death of 
Osiris, and cut off a lock of her hair for grief, which gave occafion 
to the city being called Coptos, implying in the Egyptian language 
Privation. From this town they tranfport their merchandize by 
camels to the Portus Albus, for Arabia and the Indian ifles. South- 
ward from which, along the fhore of the Arabian gulf, are the fa- 
mous mountains where they dig for carbuncles. Below Coptos, on 
the oppofite fide, ftands This, the metropolis once of a very powerful 
dynafty, but now comprehended in the lower Thebais. And here 
we could difcern at a diftance the ruins of Abydos §, one of the 
royal feats of MEMNON. Next is the town of Venus and the 
city of the Crocodiles. Then on the eaftern fide Chemmis, which 
boafts of PERSEUS’s original: his temple is there encompaffed in a 
grove of palm trees, with a ftately portico of large mafly columns 
of porphyrite ; in which are two Coloffal ftatues, and the image of 
PeRsEuS within |. The priefts pretend, that the deity fometimes 
manifefts himfelf to them, which is always taken for a good omen, 


and forebodes great plenty to Agypt. Danaus and Lynceus, 


* Herod. Euterp. c.92. + Plin. lib. v. c. 9. t Plut. de Ifid. & Ofir, 
§ Strabo. | Herod. Eut, c. gr. 
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who went into Greece, were, they fay, of Chemmis; and from 
them they reckon the defcent of PERsEUS, who coming into Agypt 
to bring thither the Gorgon’s head out of Libya, vifited that place, 
having been informed by his mother of his relation to it, and infti- 
tuted there thofe athletick games to her honour and his own, which, 
were alfo celebrated in Greece; and the two Coloflal ftatues before 
the temple are his great progenitors Danaus and Lynczus. The 
particular. ceremonies which I faw practiled every where, would be 
as tedious to relate, as the various difcourfe our voyage furnifhed 
about the caufes of the Nile’s inundation. Tuarzs the Milefian, 
mentioned in one of your letters, who is remembered here with great 
veneration, accounted for it by the Etefian winds blowing again{t the 
mouths of the Nile at this feafon. But though that does not feem 
to be a fufficient caufe, fince the fame would probably then happen 
to other rivers, where the like winds are known to blow; yet what- 
ever other caufes may fupply fuch quantity of water, whether melted 
{now from the mountains of Ethiopia when the fun comes over them, 
or great rains falling in remote countries, yet thefe winds may con- 
tribute to make the overflow more regular and lafting, as they are 
a balance to the waters, and prevent them from running off into 
the fea, till they have fufficiently fertilized the land. At the ancient 
city of Anteus I parted from PHARNUCES, who defired that one 
of his barges might attend me to Memphis: but as I could no longer 
enjoy the fame agreeable company, I defired to proceed the reft 
of my journey in a more private manner. The moft extraordinary 
part of the ceremonies I faw performed at Nilopolis, a city at the 
lower end of the ifland of the Heracleotic nome*. While the 
priefts were facrificing to the Nile, we faw of a fudden fix youths 
in a ftrange drefs of a fea-~green colour advancing towards us, pre- 


* Videfis Serv. in Georg. lib. iv. v. 364. fpeluncifque lacus claufos. 
tended. 


°C, Ga Ke. ae, B69, Gta, SS” >. Baseg —?P es bois ee = es 
Ba Tk i ik Ce 8g, BPO 0, Spy, Hg, G9, D0; B09, DH “00 An! 


189 


LETTER 
LIL. 
a) 


190 ATHENIAN LETTERS, 
HETIL tended to be juft come up froma deep chafm in the adyta of the 


“~~ temple. They joined in the folemnities, finging the praifes of the 


Nile, and reciting the benefit that their country received from the 
overflow of its waters’; which was to them * their land and water, 
their lakes and fea. Then the priefts folemnly told us, that’ thefe 
their fons were in their infancy delivered to the nymphs, and had 
been educated by them ever fince, and bid them declare what they 
had learnt in thofe fubterranean abodes concerning the nature of the 
Nile. The youths, who were inftructed in their anfwers, gave a 
fabulous account concerning the internal ftru€ture of the earth, and 
defcribed to us lakes and oceans that are below the fame, as above 
the furface; and the great rivers that afte loft under-ground, and 
by hidden channels in the depths of the earth conveyed from place 
to place, till at length they rife again in diftant climates. And thus 
they affirmed, that they themfelves had feen the Nile in a contrary 
hemifphere +, removed from ours by a whole diameter of the globe ; 
and that the river lofing itfelf in a great gulf, was carried through 
various ducts and windings within the vaft abyfs, till at laft it 
rofe again, and gufhed-out at the two rocks by Syene, dividing its 
{treams from thence to 4Ethiopia and Egypt. I confidered this as 
a philofophical conje@ure of the priefts, who are much puzzled 
themfelves about the fource of the Nile, worked up with thefe fa- 
bulous circumftances to difguife their ignorance, 


—— 


a 


~ ~~ ee 


and impofe upon 
the vulgar. From Nilopolis I could difcern the towers and obelifks 
of Memphis, and the fummit of the temple of the fun, which 
crowns this city, and ftands con{picuous above the other buildings, 
though Heliopolis and Memphis both are raifed by artificial moles a 
great height above the waters. ‘The mythological doétrines about 
the divinity of the Nile, which I have learnt among the priefts. of . 


* Achilles Tatius; + Pompon, Mela, ¢. 10. 
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this college, are no lefs ftrange and confufed, than thofe-about its sear ee 
origin juft before-mentioned *. Nile they call Osrrrs, and the land t-—~—_as 
Ists, and the fultry heat, which would deftroy the fruits of the earth, 

unlefs the foil were fertilized by the inundation, they fymbolize 

under the name of Typuon. NEPTHE is the highlands, which 

the floods of the Nile feldom reach, and is faid to be TypuHon’s 

wife, becaufe they are commonly parched with heat. If the floods 

of the Nile happen at any time to reach thefe highlands, then there 
commonly grow fome few water plants caufed by the inundation, 

and thefe they reckon an uncommon produ&, and call them Anubis. 

And they hint all this in the following fable ; they fay Osrrrs begat 

of his wife Ists a legitimate child called Orus, and that he com- 

mitted adultery with Neprue the wife of Typuon, and had by 

her the baftard ANuBrs. Thus I may call the religion of the priefts: 

in general a mythological colle@ion or fyftem of ancient ftories, 

poetically difguifed, and applied under different acceptations, ta 

allegorize the feveral phenomena of nature. Adieu. 
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7 He Athenians are fcarcely recovered from the greateft confterna- 
tion they have been in during the whole courfe of the war. 
Whilft they enjoyed an imaginary fecurity, and fancied that the Pe- 
loponnefian allies were retired into winter quarters, an enterprize 
was formed, which had nearly proved their deftruction, almoft be- 
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Sop fore they could perceive the blow was ftruck.. It was nothing lefs 
W———) than a defign to furprize the port Pyrzeus, their great arfenal and 


harbour, which, by a flrange negligence, was unfurnifhed with 
gallies to meet an invader, or a chain to keep them from entering. 
The firft circumftance which made them fufpe& their danger, was 
an advice brought them, that a large body of marines was marched 
over land from Corinth to Nifga, a port of the Megarzans, juft op- 
pofite to the Pyreeus ; and that forty gallies were ready to be launched 
there upon the firft order. But as in popular aflemblies, the multi- 
plicity of opinions that are ftarted tends rather to confound than 
dire their counfels, they {pent their time in debating what the de- 
fign of the enemies fhould be, when they ought to have been pre- 
paring to oppofe it. The Peloponnefian fleet in the mean time, in- 
{tead of failing towards the Pyraeus, according to their firft fcheme, 
turned off to Salamis, furprized a fort, took three guard-fhips, and 
waited the ifland. | This alteration of their meafures, whether occa- 
fioned by a contrary wind, or fome diffenfions among their generals, 
proved the fafety of the Athenians, who being alarmed to the higheft 
degree by the fignals of danger made from Salamis, put a {trong gar- 
rifon in Pyreeus, and fitted out fome gallies with all hafte, with which 
they failed to obferve the motions of their enemies. The Peloponne- 
fians being informed of thofe preparations, and not thinking them- 
{elves {trong enough to venture an engagement, returned to Nifvea. 
Now the danger is paft, the Athenians are bufily employed in fhut- 
ting up the entrance of the harbour with a chain, and fitting out 
fome fhips to keep guard without. 


The fiege of Platea is turned into a blockade ; the Peloponnefians 
have drawn lines round the city, which are looked upon to be a 
very fine piece of fortification. They confift of a double enclofure ; 
one towards Platza, to oppofe the fallies of the befieged, and ano- 

ther 
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ther towards the country, to prevent the Athenians from throwing L Dee R 
in fupplies. The diftance between thefe inclofures, which is fixteen ee) 
feet, is taken up with towers, where the foldiers employed in the 

blockade are quartered. There is alfo a deep ditch filled with water, 

that is carried round the work, 


Thou muft already be informed of the war juft broke out between 
Perpiccas, king of Macedon, and SITALCES, king of Thrace, in 
which the Athenians are auxiliaries to the latter ; and have engaged to 
fend a fleet to fupport him in his projeé of fetting AMyNTAs, the 
fon of Purxip, brother to PERDIccAS, on his uncle’s throne. The 
Thracian monarch has raifed a very numerous army, not lefs than 
one hundred and fifty thoufand men, out of his cwn fubjeéts, and the 
nations his allies. He is marched at the head of it to invade Ma- 
cedon, carrying along with him the young Amynras, whom he 
treats as a king. Prrpiccas, fenfible of his inability to keep the 
field againft fo fuperior a force, has thrown the beft of his infantry 
into his ftrongeft places, and contents himfelf with harafling the ene- 
my, defending the paffes, and laying wafte the country, to deprive them 
of fubfiftence by means of his cavalry, which are excellent. SrTALCES 
has notwithftanding made a confiderable progrefs already. Womene, 
a frontier town, which ventured to ftand a fiege, he carried by 
ftorm; and feveral others, as Mygdonia, Griftonia, and Anthemus, 
have furrendered without oppofition, out of regard to the memory 
of Puitip, whofe inheritance they once were. The Athenians 
think it a very feafonable and ufeful diverfion; for they are well 
aflured, that the Macedonian king was on the point of entering a 
fecond time into the confederacy againft them, if this war had not 
reduced him to a ftate of felf-defence. 
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eg Tat I am next, noble feribe, to open to thee an affair, which J enter 
W———J upon with no fmall relu@ance, a8 well upon account of the perfon 
it concerns, whofe fortunes, honour, and life will be nearly affected 


by what I fhall lay before thee, as becaufe Iam fenfible, how unwil- 


oe 


at, emaget 


ling the humanity of thy temper renders thee to reveal what muft 
prejudice another, and how ftrongly at the fame time thy fingular 
fidelity muft be moved at any aé of treachery in thofe that approach 
the facred perfon of the king. To detain thee no longer in fufpenfe, 
I have difcovered a treafonable correfpondence of Sacas, the eunuch, 


chamberlain to the women’s apartment, which I came to the know- 
ledge of in the following manner: Upon Prricxies’s death, the 
papers and letters relating to publick affairs, which he had in his 
poffeffion, were ordered by a decree of the fenate to be depofited in 
the archives of the ftate. I found means to obtain a fight of them 
from the fcribe of the affembly, in whofe hands they were depofited ; 
and thou mayeft imagine how furprized I was, to difeover amongtft 
them a correfpondence between PericLEs and Sacas, which began 
the year after the peace made with Cimon, and continued ever fince 
with little interruption. ‘Thou canft remember, that foon after that 
peace was figned, the Athenians fent embaffadors to the Perfian 
court, who, as it appears from thefe letters, engaged this unfor- 
tunate eunuch in the intereft of Athens. He makes {trong pro- 
feffions in his letters, that nothing could have engaged hith in ‘the 
fervice, but the remembrance of his Grecian extraction; for thou 
knoweft he was ftolen from the coaft of Eubtea by Pheénician pirates, 
who infefted the Agean fea. His letters chiefly turn upon the news 
and ordinary occurrences of the court; but ‘there is no ‘one point 
which he inculcates more ftrongly, than the advantages which Greece 
may gain by exciting the Grecian provinces to ‘revolt, and ‘the fa- 
cility of putting any fuch project in execution. He reprefents, that 
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to erect principalities in the heart of the Perfian dominions, under ee ER 
the protection of the Grecian ftates, would be the fureft barrier for We~\—_—mw 
the latter againft any attempt of the former: that moft of the go- 
vernors would want very little encouragement to fet up for them- 
felves ; fome confcious of their own mal-adminiftration, others in- 
cited from motives of difappointed ambition, or private: injuries: 
that the people, harafled with taxes, and groaning under an op- 
preflive government, would readily join in the revolt; efpecially 
if fair offers of liberty and Grecian prote€tion were laid before 
them. He names Arcesres, the late governor of Lydia, and 
Mazeus, the governor of Phrygia, as particularly inclined to re- 
volt: that the latter he was well acquainted with, and knew that five 
hundred talents, and a fquadron of Athenian fhips, would at any time 
bring him into the field. In one of his letters he ufes the following 
remarkable expreflions: ‘“ When once the fire of {edition is kindled, 
** and blown up into a flame, it will fpread from one province to 
** another, from the frontiers to the centre of the empire. The 
“* Medes themfelves may perhaps make a bold ftruggle to recover 
“ the monarchy of Afia; for I do not fay it without good founda- 
‘tion, many of our fatraps cannot forget that.the blood of Pura- 
** oRTEs and AsTYAGES runs in their veins.” ‘The traitor, not 
contented with difclofing the counfels of Perfia, would involve the 
whole empire in blood and confufion, and overturn the throne of 
that prince, by whofe goodnefs his fortunes were rendered not only 
eafy but {plendid, and himfelf raifed from a ftate of fervitude to a fla~ 
tion near the royal perfon. The execrable treafon. of Sacas, illut 
trious minifter, fhould be punifhed with the moft exemplary feverity, 
and tranfmitted down to our pofterity in the fame ftriking man- 
ner with the practices of ARTHMIUs of Zelis againft.Athens. /Fhat 
fubtle emiflary was fent into Greece with large fums of money to 
foment the divifions of Athens and Sparta; but his intrigues -being 
Crce2 difcovered, 
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L eects difcovered, a brazen column was ereéted in the citadel of this city, 
Vv. 


t—.— and the following infcription engraven upon it by a decree of the 


— 


people: 


“* ARTHMIUS of Zelis, the fon of Pyruonax, is declared infa= 
‘* mous and accurfed, a publick enemy of Athens and her allies, for 
“ having brought the gold of Media into Peloponnefus; and let all 
“ his pofterity be involved in this execration.” 
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I ENGAGED lately in converfation with an Athenian, on the fub- 
je& of the extraordinary viétories obtained by Greece over 
XERXEs and his generals. Surely, faid I, there muft be fome fecret 
enchantment in the found of liberty, which could infpire a handful of 
men with refolution enough to oppofe, and even defeat, the formidable 
millions of Afia. A free people, anfwered he, will always borrow 
courage from defpair. In that important jun@ure, the Grecians had 
nothing to expe but from their own valour, and every thing to fear 
from the power of their enemies. Inured from their infancy to the 
toils of war, and the cultivation of a barren foil, they were eafily 
enabled, from a fort of conftitutional vigour, to overcome the effee 
minate voluptuaries of ithe Eaft.. Well educated in an honeft fime 
plicity of manners, they defpifed and ‘bore up againft the ‘terrible 
menaces of oppreffion. - An undaunted greatnefs of mind is in= 
compatible with fervile reftraint or timorous dependance, and the 
name of country cannot warm :the hearts of thofe who enjoy none. 
What reafon has a flave to be prodigal of life? Does the event of 


a battle, 
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a-battle, decifive to the interefts of his lord, grow doubtful? Un- 
concerned for the iffue of the day, he either furrenders to the ene- 
my at difcretion, or endeavours to fly from the danger. As he 
has no reputation to lofe, he confiders that he has none to hope 
for. He is fenfible, that he expofes himfelf only for the fecurity 
of a tyrant; nor can he expect thofe rewards which are the proper 
attendants on virtue. To fuch:an one, a change of governors feems 
abfolutely indifferent, nay, rather defirable ; fince he may entertain 
thoughts of bettering his condition under a new mafter, from the 
impoffibility that it can ever be altered for the worfe under any. 
But who is he, that can rightly be prodigal of life? It is the 
inhabitant of a commonwealth, one jealous of his fame and his 
freedom, and juftly preferring death with honour to life with ig- 
nominy. As he is an happy man, the apprehenfion of a change 
alarms him; he prudently guards againft the approach of it, and 
bravely defends his own and the publick welfare in oppofing it. He 
then becomes a benefactor to the ftate, and the gratitude of the ftate 
is his due; a gratitude unmixed with the bafe alloy of envy, 
and flowing from the hearts of his citizens. The fubjects of the 
king of Perfia—Methinks, faid I, interrupting him, I know your fen- 
timent before you utter it; but will not the munificence of the king 
of Perfia toward the vaflals who diftinguifh them(felves in his fervice, 
make amends for liberty, and prove as {trong an inducement to 
the laudable exercife of valour? Befides this, the awe of his power 
is a {pur to action, no where to be found in a free republick.— You 
are miftaken, anfwered he; laws, as they are fteady and uniform, 
command a more facred reverence than arbitrary power. The 
Greeks know what penalties they incur in offending againft the con- 
ftitution of their country: the Afiatics are in a precarious. fubjec- 
tion to the humour of a mafter; and thofe obey with pleafure, but 
thefe with relu@ance. It was not intended by Providence, that the 

human 
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LETTER human race fhould fuffer itfelf to be loaded with the thackles of op- 

eee preffion; and the tempers of a people muft be long and painfully 
broken to it, before they can be able to bear it; for nature in this, 
as well as other inftances, is apt to recoil ftubbornly on the man who 
warps it. ‘True valour is only the companion of liberty ; hence is 
it, that the Grecians in the field of battle are animated by an eager- 
nefs to defend their deareft poffeffions, which raifes their courage in 
the very crifis when it is moft wanted. ‘The flaves of Perfia are 
prefled on to fight by the iron rod of arbitrary chaftifement, which 
extinguifhes every fpark of their courage, while they are engaging 
in a fcene of action that requires their utmoft. In a word, the fear 
of punifhment can never maintain its ground againft the generous 
enthuliafm of freedom ; fince it is not the power of a prince which 
can force, but it is every man’s zeal for his own prefervation, which 
muft excite to the efforts of valour. Lives there a Grecian infenfible 
that the intereft of individuals is contained in that of the whole? 
No, and it is the fenfe of this truth, which puts every individual on 
contributing to fecure the whole. This principle, CLEANDER, is 
more extenfive in its influence, than the moft powerful monarch of 
the earth ; and the fpirit of liberty will exert itfelf to defend the ens 
joyments of liberty.—Here my Athenian ended, and I made no 
teply. The blood rofe into my countenance upon hearing his re- 
proaches: I was vexed at his difregard for the conftitution of Perfia, 
but afraid to betray my peculiar attachment to it. I excufed my 
confufion, however, by telling him, that I had forgot fome bufinefs, 
which was the caufe of it, and appointed to give him another meet- 
ing. Forgive, deareft Hiprias, the weaknefs of thy brother, if 
he was much troubled at the feverity of thefe refleCtions ; yet why 
fhould he blame their feverity, when, alas! he had more reafon to 
be troubled at the truth of them? Adieu. 
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a 


eT il Han are EN teeter, 


EE ee: gps 


LIN et A AAO ARN Ef SA ee Ra = 
SE ER Nee ee eT RR ese RATE RTA OE, re in 


a 
i 
| 
! 


: yan 
[ 
i 


AUP RUE NGALIN? (LBS hays, 


Ppelposty «yy ae) oR od FN; 


CLEANDER /¢o HIPpPIAS. 


1 Beh next day I faw my friend again, and we refumed the fubje@ LETTER 


LVI. 


of liberty. If I miftake not, faid I to him, you feemed to think, , : 


the laft time I converfed with you, that a man of merit could never 
be fure of his reward under a monarch; that he was in a precarious 
fubje@tion, as you expfreffled it, to the humour of a mafter: but can 
any thing be more capricious than the favour of a popular ftate? 
In Athens, let an honeft citizen have done any extraordinary fervice 
to-day, he knows not but he may be banifhed for it to-morrow. 
And forafmuch as the mind of a multitude is more flux and variable 
than the temper of a prudent prince, a dependance on the efteem 
of the former muft be much more uncertain, than a confidence in 
the goodnefs of the latter: befides, the jealoufies and particular in- 
terefts of private perfons will frequently make a great impreffion on 
the inclinations of a whole community. Is the military glory of 
THEMISTOCLES to be difgraced, the political wifdom of PERICLES 
defpifed, or the upright integrity of ArisTipEs reviled? The 
whimfical many, who weigh none of their refolutions in the f{eale of 
reafon, fall naturally in with the propofition. Thefe admired mini- 
{ters are degraded, and exiled from their country. For what? 'To 
make room for the very dregs and refufe of the people; to admit 
mere demagogues inftead of able politicians, and to exchange the 
true prudence and found eloquence of the one, for the thallow 
{chemes and falfe oratory of the other.—The law of oftracifm, an- 
fwered he, which you would infinuate to be fo baneful to the Athe- 
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ER nian interefts, is a very excellent and wife inftitution, and may be 


i——-~———4_ confidered as a ftrong bulwark to defend and proteét the purity of a 


republican. government. It is not lightly nor wantonly put in exe- 
cution, fince there muft be at leaft fix thoufand citizens concurring 
to the punifhment. Equality is the very life of a commonwealth ; 
and you muft allow, that by the maxims of a jealous flate fome 
alarm may reafonably be taken at fuperior merit. A foul fo elevated 
is thought incapable of moderation; and a defire of glory fo paffionate 
is hardly to be diftinguifhed from a dangerous ambition. The Athe- 
nians have always been defirous of curbing thofe who have puthed 
themfelves too forward; of reducing them into the fame'rank with 
their countrymen, from which perhaps they were at firft unavoid- 
ably advanced by the pre-eminence of their chara@ters, or the ne- 
ceflity of the times. They remember the tyranny of PIsisTRATUS 
and his fons, who were formerly no more than plain citizens on a 
level with the reft: they hold always in view the fate of Ephefus and 
other Grecian colonies: they bear in memory the afpiring temper 
of PAUSANIAS in Lacedemon; and how were it poflible to divine, 
but that THEMISTOCLEs, ARISTIDES, Cimon, and PERICLES, 
would embroil their city in diflenfion, and treat it in the fame 
manner? ‘This kind of banifhment hath nothing fhameful or dif- 
honourable; it is not termed the punifhment of iniquity, but is in 
fact the depreffion of exalted power. It may be ftiled a gentle mi- 
tigation of envy ; for by fixing this difgrace upon a fupreme officer 
in the commonwealth, the fting of malice can injure him no farther, 
and the arrows of hatred, which were pointed at him, lofe their 
force. It is a fure method of quieting the minds of the people, and 
prevents them from proceeding to meafures of more violence againtft 
the exile. He is fuffered to enjoy his eftate without forfeiture; he 
poffeffes the rights and privileges of a citizen, with hopes, in the 
interim, of being re-eftablifhed in authority, Thus thou mayeft 

obferve, 
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obferve, that a man is not at once difcarded by this law from the 
protection of his country; none of the links which attach him to 
her intereft are broken; he need not therefore refort for fuccour to 
the refolutions of defpair. Hence it is, that the perfons whofe 
names [ have recited, never entered into any unjuft confederacies 
againit their native Athens, but on the contrary preferved an un- 
fhaken fidelity in its fervice. Again, this cuftom of oftracifm hath a 
further good confequence, that it effeQtually fecures us from civil war 
and bloodfhed, Are there feveral who ftruggle at the fame time for 
fuperiority? Do they endeavour to diftraé the commonwealth by 
different parties? There feems no way fo effectual to deliver the 
conititution from deftruction, as the fending thofe out of its bofom, 


who can lay no reftraint on their ambition. Hence the frame of 


the republick is entire; for, from the apprehenfion of this law, our 
confiderable citizens apply all their abilities to increafe.the profperity 
of the ftate, inftead of fupporting their perfonal power; they ftrive 
to aggrandize that, and their emulation is by this means converted 
to laudable purfuits. If the people take offence at their condua, 
they are difmiffed for a term of years in the way already. mentioned. 
They have time given them to refled: coolly on their rafhnefs, and 
inflru@ themfelves, from the feeling leffons of experience, in the 
vanity of every competition, except that which every honeft man 
fhould engage in; I mean contending, who thall mof contribute to 
the welfare of their country.—Yes, replied I, interrupting him, I 
underftand what you mean. ‘The enemies of a great man are pleafed 
to honour the unworthy ends of their malice with the name of poli-« 
tical wifdom ; and the people of Athens are fo good as to indulge 
them in faying, they were afraid of his ambition, when in truth 
they were envious of his reputation. However, to do you jutftice, 
you have urged more on behalf of the law, than I ever yet heard, or 
than I believed the matter would bear. But I’ befeech you, what 
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fufpicion could you poffibly entertain of THEMIsTOCLEs, who had 
done fo much to fave the common liberties of Greece; who is even 
thought to have poifoned himfelf in the court of ARTAXERXES, 
becaufe he would not engage in any enterprize to the prejudice of 
his country? What umbrage could the generofity of Cimon give 
to the Athenians, who feems to have been fo ftrongly touched with 
the principles of benevolence, that he would have {corned to: raife 
his own power on the ruins of a ‘free republick? And what could 
you fear from the fan@tity of ArisrrpEs, who adminiftered the 
money of all Greece with that difintereftednefs which becomes a 
man intrufted with the treafures of another; with that diligence 
which one ufually exercifes in the management of one’s own 
affairs ; who gained love and efteem in that office, which is gene- 
rally expofed to odium? Happy Athens! that couldit find a good man 
zealous in thy fervice, after the banifhment-of ARISTIDES, with whom 
goodnefs itfelf was exiled! ‘Surely when fo many, and I may fay 
only virtuous, minifters have fuffered by the law of oftracifm, it is 
high time to abolifh this wretched tool of faGtion and fedition. A 
tree may be judged of from the fruit that it produces, and a law 
may be known by the effects derived from it.—Without doubt, in- 
terpofed he, there is truth in what you fay, but it is truth carried 
too far. No law can be made to fuit every particular cafe. The 
legiflator muft confult for that, which upon the whole isright. The 
wifeft inftitutions are often attended with inconveniences; and can 
you wonder, that the beft law fhould fometimes be followed by the 
worft mifchiefs ?+-No, returned I with fome warmth, no’ mifchiefs 
are to be wondered at in that flate, where a man’s merit, inftead of 
gaining him the love of his citizens, recommends him to nothing 
but difgrace. Good heavens! can there be a furer fign of univerfal 
frenzy in a commonwealth, than the punithing of great virtues with 
a feverity only due to the bafeft of vices; and rewarding high fervices 
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and the nobleft atchievements with fuch black unthankfulnefs? Are poe eee 
ye not afhamed to punith this crime by law, wherever it is found Wo———J 
in private perfons, and yet permit the imputation to remain upon the 

publick? Could your ftate be tried by any other city, and called to 

an account for its ufage of thefe excellent patriots, your fubtilties 

would ftand you in no ftead, nor could your orators invent an an- 

{wer. At prefent indeed you are fecure from the cenfure or refent- 

ment of the illuftrious fhades, who were injured by your anceftors. 

No murmurs of complaint are heard amongft them; but notwith- 

{tanding their tongues are filenced by the necefflity of the grave, all 

ages and nations will agree to curfe the barefaced ingratitude of 

Athens. Adieu, : 


From Athens, 


peer 
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A. M. 3576. Fir Year of the 88th Olympiad, 


The fourth Year of the Peloponnefian War. 
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CLEANDER fo Gosryas. From Athens. 


N a former letter *, noble {cribe, I laid before thee fome account 
| of the three chief branches of the Athenian conftitution, the 
fenate of five hundred, the aflembly of the people, and the Areo- 
pagus. The fubje& is fo far from being exhaufted, that I thall pro~ 
ceed to give thee a further view into the nature of their civil g0~ 
vernment, and the different jurifdiGions of the magiftrates. ‘Thou 
muft have already obferved, that the form of all thefe republican 
conftitutions is complex, and the legiflative as well as executive 
power divided into a great number of hands, in order to preferve 
that equality of conditions, and rotation of authority, which they 
look upon as the bafis and chief fecurity of their liberties. 


The nine Archons, with all the other magiftrates of the ftate, 
enter upon their refpeétive charges the firft day of the month He- 


catombxon, which begins the year, and is celebrated with folemn 
facrifices, and all other expreffions of rejoicing. 
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The Archons are elected by lot; but before they are admitted to 4 io 
the exercife of their offices, are obliged to undergo a double exa- —~—— 


mination in the fenate and forum, and to take a very ftri& oath in 
the royal portico. ‘The firft in the commiffion, who by way of pre- 
eminence is called the Archon, gives name to the year, determines 
in all caufes of wills and legacies, and regulates the diverfions of 
the theatre. To the fecond, (who probably in memory of their 
kings is ftyled Bafileus,) the care of religion, the condu& of the 
priefts, and the infpection of the Eleufinian myfteries are committed. 
The Polemarchus, or general, who is the third, has under his ma- 
nagement the difcipline of the troops, and the care of the ftrangers 
refiding at Athens, over whom he exercifes a kind of judicial autho- 
rity. Six go under the common title of Thefmothetx, and are 
the guardians of the laws. It is their duty to fee, that none are 
enacted but fuch as conduce to the publick good. All controverfies 
in matters of trade fall under their cognizance, and they have the 
honourable diftinGion of regiftering publick leagues and contraéts. If 
either of the three principal magiftrates, by reafon of his youth, is 
lefs fkilled in the laws and cuftoms of his country, it is ufual for 
him to chufe two perfons of age, experience, and reputation, as his 
affiftants, who are called Paredroi. The Nomothetze are a thoufand 
in number. ‘Their office is from time to time to infped& the old 
laws ; and if they find any that are grown obfolete, contradictory, 
or ufelefs, to lay the matter before the people for their determination. 
The Strategoi, or generals of their armies, are ten in number, one 
out of every tribe. They have each a day of command in their 
turns. I will not enter into a tirefome detail of the other magiftra- 
cies amongft the Athenians: it is fufficient to fay, that they are 
very numerous, and fhare amongft them the different branches of 
power, from the care of the publick revenues to that of regulati 
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At the end of the year, the magiftrates, who go out of office, are 
obliged to give in a ftrict account of their condu& to the people. 
The Areopagus, the Senate, the Trierarchs, in fhort, every publick 
officer, who is either chofen by lot in the temple of THESEUS, or 
voted for by the extenfion of hands in the aflemblies of the people, 
is obliged to undergo a fevere examination of his behaviour, before 
he is entitled either to any honorary mark of diftin@tion, or reward 
for his fervices. And what is much ftronger, the law enjoins, that 
till he has performed this duty, he fhall not be permitted to confe- 
crate his patrimony to religious ufes, make any offering to the gods, 
or be adopted into another family, or even difpofe of his effeés by 
will. In a word, the accountable magiftrate can no longer be faid 
to enjoy the property of his pofleflions, but is actually fufpended 
from a power of difpofing of them, till it appears that he has ac- 
quitted himfelf like a good citizen in the fervices committed to 


his care. 


There is nothing deferves more attention in the Athenian conftitu- 
tion, than the nature of their courts of juftice, and the manner of 
their judiciary procefs. Befides what I formerly mentioned of the 
Areopagus, I fhall here add fome further particulars relating to it, 
and fhall conclude with a brief account of their other tribunals. The 
judges of the Areopagus have three ftated meetings every month; 
when they are met, they divide themfelves into different committees, 
to each of which a certain number of caufes are affigned by lot. 
They ufe this method of proceeding, that every one of the judges, 
being ignorant what particular caufe will be referred to his deter- 
mination, may lie under no biafs from intereft or corruption. Before 

| the 
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the trial begins, the plaintiff and defendant by folemn oaths call the L 2 eae R 
gods to witnefs the fincerity of their proceedings. The former is W-—+—» 


placed upon a filver ftool, called the ftool of Injury; the latter upon 
another, called the ftool of Zuzocence. "Then the pleadings begin, 


which the parties {ometimes compofe themfelves, but generally em- 
ploy fome orator to place their arguments in the moft advantageous 


light. ‘They are limited as to the time of {peaking, and are tied down 


to ftate only the plain matter of fat, and reafon from it, without 


ufing either rhetorical embellifhments to amufe, or moving expref- 
fions to raife the compaffion of the judges. After the caufe has been 


fully heard, the judges give their opinions: thofe, who acquit the 
defendant, caft their votes into a brazen urn; thofe, who condemn 


him, caft theirs into one of wood. When the fuffrages are equal, 


the fide which is favourable to the prifoner is always taken. If the 
cafe is not capital, he names himfelf the punifhment which he thinks 


he has deferved, and the judges determine it from his opinion. The 


fentences of this court have always been held in the higheft venera- 
tion, for their exact conformity to the laws; and its members are in 
fuch repute for wifdom and integrity, that foreign ftates have fub- 
mitted their differences to their arbitration; particularly the Mef- 
fenians made that offer to the Spartans, when thofe two ftates were 
at variance. - The Athenians themfelves fay, that let any one of an 


irregular diflolute courfe of life be admitted into this court, he imme- 
diately lays afide his former vicious inclinations, and is adopted as it 
were into the virtues, as well as the number, of that venerable tri- 


‘bunal. Befides the Areopagus, the Athenians have four other courts, 
which take cognizance of capital offences, called the Palladian, the 
Delphinian, the Prytanean, and the Phreatian. ‘The firft of thefe 


was rendered by Draco fuperior to the Areopagus, but SOLON af- 


terwards leflened its power. The number of judges is fifty-one. 
The Delphinian tribunal fit in the temple of the Delphick Apollo, 
and 
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LETT ER and try thofe murders wherein the fa& is owned, but the defence 
i—y——— alleges that the laws gave the accufed a power of committing it, as 
in the cafe of adultery. The Prytaneum is of a very odd confti- 
tution; and thou wilt imagine I am not in earneft, when I tell thee 
of what nature the caufes are which come before them. If a piece 
of wood or ftone, a fword, in fhort any thing inanimate, kills a 
man either by accident or the diretion of an unknown hand, it is 
tried before this court, and upon convition ordered to be caft out 
of the territories of Athens, The Phreatian court is fo called from 
an ancient hero, and determines the caufes of {trangers who fly out 


of their own country for murder, and are apprehended within the 
limits of the Athenian ftate. 


—— 
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Thefe are the courts of judicature for criminal caufes. Thofe for 
civil are in number five: but I thall not trouble thee with an account 
of any but the Helixa; fo called from its being an open place, and 
expoted to the fun. The judges of this court are appointed by: lot 
out of the body of the people, and their number varies according to 
the exigency of affairs, being fometimes reduced to fifty, and at 
others increafed to an hundred. The oath they take is very folemn ; 
they {wear by Jupirer, Neprung, and CERES, to give fentence 
according to the laws and the decrees of the people and fenate of 
Athens, to maintain the prefent conftitution, to take no bribes, to hear 
both fides impartially, and to fuffer no man to be ele&ed into any 
office who has not given in his accounts. 


ee 


The manner of their 
judicial proceeding is as follows: after the caufe has been regiftered 


in the court by the proper officer, and a day appointed for an hear- 
ing, the indi€tment of the plaintiff is read by a publick crier; then 
the defendant may endeavour to wave entering upon the merits of 


the cafe, by putting in one of thefe three pleas; firft, that the time 


wherein the accufation ought to have been preferred was elapfed ; 


fecondly, 
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it impoffible for him to make a proper defence; or laftly, that he U-—-—— 


could retort the indi€tment preferred againft him upon his adverfary. 
If thefe pleas are either not offered or not allowed, the caufe pro- 
ceeds in the ufual courfe. That the time of the court may not be 
unneceffarily taken up, an hour-glafs of water limits the orations 
of each. When the pleadings are over, the judges give fentence, 
by cafting beans into two urns, which are opened, and a magiftrate 
ftands with a rod in his hand to number the beans, and decides as 
they come out. The caufe is no fooner determined, than a tablet 
containing the nature of it, and the names of the parties, which, 
during the time of its being in fufpenfe, hangs up in a publick place, 
called the heroes ftatues, is ordered to be taken down. The judges 
depofit their fceptres, the badges of their office, at the temple of 
Lycus, and receive the reward of two or three oboli for their fervice. 


From this general view of the Athenian conftitution in its moft 
diftinguithed branches, I believe thou wilt concur with me in opinion, 
that were its parts lefs complex, and the whole modelled into a nar- 
rower compafs, it would be not only more perfe&t, but more likely 
to be durable. The number of the courts of judicature in particular 
is a great burden to the ftate, as they tend to break the courfe of 
jJuftice, and render the progrefs of it expenfive and troublefome. 
Many of the poorer fort procure themfelves to be ele€ted into thefe 
tribunals for the fake of the oboli, that are paid them when they have 
difcharged their office. Such arbitrators inflame every trifling dif- 
ference, inftead of reconciling it, and add fuel to the litigious and 
quarrelfome temper of their countrymen. It were to be wifhed, that 
the wifdom of their judges was equal to that of their laws; but an 
account of them I referve for the fubject of another letter. Farewel. 

P. 

VOL. I. EE 


210 ATHENIAN LETTERS. 


TOE PT (EOR LVI: 


GOBRYAS fo CLEANDER. From Sula. 


LETTER a Bails laft difpatch, as it concerns us very nearly, adds likewife in 
meee the higheft degree to the merit of thy fervices; and the fpeedy 
return we make to it from hence will convince thee, that the affair 


Ce ee 


and its confequences are efteemed of fingular importance. Thy 


letter, by the king’s dire@tion, was laid before the fupreme council 
of feven, which thou knoweft is compofed of Art aus, prefident 
of the tribunal of juftice; AriMAspEs the Archimagus; Mreca- 
BYZUS; TERIBAZUS, treafurer of Perfia; AsPATHINES, matter of 
the pofts; INTAPHERNES, and myfelf. The remarkable manner in 
which thou cameft to the knowledge of this treafonable correfpond- 
ence, and the particulars which thou haft extracted from the letters 
themfelves, left us no room to doubt of thy intelligence ; and there- 
fore we laid it as our unanimous opinion before the king, that the 
traitor fhould be immediately apprehended. At the hour of fhutting 
the palace-gates, a party of eunuchs belonging to the guard of the 
women’s apartments arrefted Sacas, and fecured his papers. Upon 
examining them it appeared, that fince the death of PErtciEs he 
had deftroyed the papers that pafled between them; there remained 
only a few letters from Mazeus, but in them was fufficient evi- 
dence to convict him. For in one he exprefsly calls Sacas the 
Friend of Athens ;}and in. another, defires him to tranfmit to PE- 
RICLES the terms on which.he would rife in arms againft his fove- 
reign; He was examined the next day before the tribunal of juftice, 
but behaved with a fullen referve, till the feverity of torture drew 
from him a confeffion of his perfidious pra@ices. He would never 


be: 


& 


| 
i 
| 
| 
6 
lf 
é 


‘oS — re 


“85, 


=P 3 <6 — —~ - — —— , = we > 70 $890, QB San 
BOG, GB) CO Gn, By Cie GB “F0G 08 4, SD "Cg, EB, “FG, "89, @POn. Pn, G04. D0, G 00. D “Oy S ee Sen-.S 


APTA ENTAIN LLAETAGEERs, 


ke induced to fay, that any other perfon was concerned with him, 
except one flave, whom he had fent twice with letters to Athens, 
and poifoned at his return to prevent a difcovery. His ufual man- 
ner of cenveying his difpatches was, to fend them enclofed to a 
merchant of Athens, one PH1Lo, under a pretence that they were 
commiflions from the ladies of the palace to purchafe Grecian curi- 
ofities. After fo full a confeffion, and the written teftimony of 
Mazeus’s letters, he was fentenced to fuffer capital punifhment, 
after the laws of Perfia, and condemned to the Boat *. But in the 
night that preceded the day appointed for his execution, the queen- 
mother, from whofe flave he was firft advanced to a low office in 
the palace gardens, made very prefling inftances that his life thould 
be {pared, and himfelf condemned only to a perpetual imprifonment 
at Cyrta upon the Red Sea. Several ladies of the palace, particu- 
larly ARSINOE, the fair Damafcan, united their interefts to hers; 
and our monarch, divided between the refpe€t which he always 
pays to the leaft requeft of his mother, and the prevalence which 
love has over the moft generous natures, on one hand, and 
the fafety of his empire, and the inviolable obfervance of juftice, 
on the other, has ordered the execution to be refpited. However, 
the minifters continue to prefs earneftly, that the laws may take their 
courfe; and it is urged, that the punifhment of Sacas may bea 


* The punifhment of the boat was peculiar to the Perfians, and of a very ftrange 
nature. They took two boats framed exaétly to fit and anfwer each other. The ma- 
lefactor who fuffered was laid down upon his back in one of them, and covered with 
the other, in which were holes cut big enough for his head and eyes to appear at. 
Then they offered him food, which they compelled him to eat by pricking his eyes. 
The drink they gave him was a mixture of honey and water, pouring it not only down 
his throat, but over his face, which being kept turned towards the fun, and befmeared 
with this potion, was always covered with vaft numbers of flies and other infects. 
In this teazing and painful condition the criminal generally languifhed feveral days 
before he expired, and afforded a moft noifome fpectacle to the by-ftanders. Note by 
the tranflator. 
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LETTER real clemency to others, who otherwife may be incited to renew the 
LVIIL. 


_—,—) like practices, from obferving, in the prefent* cafe, that they are 
paffed over with impunity. One traitor is however fecured; for a 


— 


courier is juft arrived with the head of Mazeus, the late governor 
of Phrygia; and orders are difpatched to put to death ARGESTES, 
which he already deferved for his mal-adminiftration of Lydia. I 


a 


will not conceal from thee, that thefe executions have occafioned no 
{mall faction and intrigue in the court. ‘The friends of Sacas, and 
the relations of MAzrEus and ARGESTES, fome of whom are of 
the moft confiderable families in the empire, put every method in 
practice, to inveftigate from what quarter thefe treafons were dif- 
covered. But thou mayeft reft affured, CLEaNDER, that thy letters 
are fhewn to none but thofe of the fecret council; and no care fhall 
be omitted, that may contribute towards thy fafety, which, as long 
as I have any influence, fhall be equally fecure with my own. 


oe 
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PyRACMON the Spartan tells me, that an agent from Lacedemon 
will fhortly arrive here, with fuller powers and lefs limited inftrutions. 
If we ever proceed fo far with him as to draw up a plan for a league 
between the Great King and the Lacedemonians, we hall infift 
that no peace be made with Athens, till they agree to abolith that 
article in CrMON’s ‘peace, which reftrains our navigation. Other 
wife the affiftance we fhall afford them will be real and effeiual 


to their advantage ; and the obligations they lay themfelves under 
with regard to us merely nominal. 


I have orders from the king to acquaint thee, that whenever the 
fcene of bufinefs at Athens requires a lefs particular attendance, thou 
mayeft take an opportunity of furveying the moft remarkable parts of 
Greece, and fend ‘us accounts, as well of the general face of the 
country, as of the cuftoms and policies of its different ftates. 

The 
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The time and manner of performing this journey are left to thy ee 
judgment; but in order to defray any expences it may occafion, and (oem /umed 
to reward thee for thy late fignal fervice, TERIBAZUS, the treafurer, 
is directed to tran{mit to thee 2000 Darics by the hands of thy bro- 


ther the merchant. 


; P. 
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CLEANDER ¢o SMERDIS. 


wa former letter * I told thee of an extraordinary philofopher,. 


who hath appeared within thefe few years in the town of Athens. 
And as thy attention muft of courfe be raifed to hear that fo much 
learning exifts among the Greeks, it is my defign in the prefent, to 
give thee an account of fome, who have been efteemed in this part 
of the world for the fuperiority of their wifdom, and the remarkable 


fanctity of their manners. To fay nothing of the Ionic and Italic 


{fchools, which in their turns have produced perfons of great emi- 


nence and abilities, I fhall entirely confine myfelf to fpeak of the 
feven fage contemporaries of Greece. 


Tuaxes of Miletus, who is generally counted in the number, was 
founder of the Ionic fe&t: the reft are Bras and CLEOBULUS of 
Caria, Cotton and Mysown of Laconia, Soton of Athens, and 
Pirracus of Mitylene. They were fo highly refpe&ted by their 


countrymen, as to be diftinguifhed by the honourable title which I 
have juft now mentioned. Nor indeed is it to be wondered at, if 


fuch fincular reeard was paid to them, fince however deficient their 
§ s Pp ’ 
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eet dodtrines may feem in more enlightened times, yet methinks a na- 

L——y———J tural reverence is due to thofe who firft opened the avenues to phi- 
lofophy, and were the earlieft improvers of human reafon. The 
particular accident which is faid to have been the occafion that this 
title was beftowed on them, is thus related by the Grecian annalifts, 
Some Milefian fifhers having taken a filver tripod in one of their 
nets, were not able to agree among themfelves to whom the property 
of it fhould belong, and therefore referred the matter in difpute to 
the oracle at Delphi. The oracle pronounced it fhould be given to 
the wifeft man. Accordingly it was fent to THALES, who mo- 
deftly declined accepting it; and fo it pafled from one to another of 
thefe philofophers, till it was at laft dedicated by SoLon to the god 
APOLLO. When it was brought to Myson, the perfons charged 
with it were received by him in the habit of a menial flave working 
on his own grounds. Happy times of primitive fimplicity, when a 
wife man was known by no other token than his virtue ! 


I proceed to Tuates. He was born in the firft year of the 
thirty-fifth olympiad, and was the moft celebrated geometrician, na- 
turalift, and aftronomer of the age he lived in. But I thall not pre- 
fent him to thee, SmERpDIs, in any one of thefe regards; and chufe 
rather to confider him in the capacity of a moral teacher. For as 


thou, in the charaGter of a religious inftructor, art more verfed in 
precepts for the conduét of life, than the idle refearches of {cience ; 
{o thou art better pleafed with the profeflors of the former than the 
latter. THALEs, having received feveral queftions from AMAsIs 
the king of Agypt, fent him the following anfwer to each of them: 
“ Wouldft thou be informed, what is oldeft? It is God, be- 
“ caufe he is a being from eternity. Wouldft thou know, what 
is greateft? It is fpace, becaufe the world contains all things, but 
“‘ that contains the world. Wouldf thou be fatisfied, what is faireft ? 
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Tt is the earth, becaufe it is exquifitely contrived and difpofed. 
 Wouldft thou be told, what is wifeft? It is time, becaufe it 
“ difcovers the moft fecret tranfaGtions. Wouldft thou be ac- 


“ quainted, what is common to all men? It is hope, for when 


“ every poffeflion is gone, that abides with us. Doft thou afk, 
“© what is beft? It is virtue, for it fweetens the enjoyments of life. 
“ Doft thou afk, what is worft? It is vice, for it corrupts every 
* good. Doft thou inquire, what is ftrongeft? It is neceflity, be- 
“ caufe that alone is invincible. Doft thou inquire, what is moft 
“© asreeable? It is to obey the dictates of nature, and purfue the 
“ ends fhe has marked out.” As he had fpent the beft part of his 
paternal fortune in literary purfuits, his friends reprimanded him 
one day feverely for his negle& of it; but he told them, that a wife 
man was always rich, while a rich man had feldom the happinefs ta 
be wife. And upon their afking him, what advantage he had 
reaped from his acquirements in knowledge? he anfwered, he would 
foon give them: a remarkable inftance of it. In fhort, having fore- 
feen by fome phyfical obfervations, that it would be a fruitful year, 
he bargained with the inhabitants of Miletus for the produce of 
their olive-trees. in the enfuing feafon. From thefe he extra@ted a 
large quantity of oil, the profits of which proved a confiderable re- 
venue to him. When his acquaintance came to congratulate him 
on. this fuccefs, he generoufly diftributed: his gains to the ne+ 
ceffitous; adding, that it was the duty of a philofopher to: efteem 
money ata low rate. They tell of him, that ina conference which 


-he held with a philofopher of#Priene, relating to his extraordinary 


method of calculating the proportion that the fun’s body bears to the 
orbit he defcribes in his annual courfe, the Prienzan admiring the 
acutenefs of THALES, and’ the beauty of the invention, intreated 
him to. command any reward which. it lay in his power to beftow 
on him; but THaxzEs made him this anfwer: “-I require no other 


reward! 
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LETTER “ yeward from you, than that you fhould not arrogate to yourfelf 
LIX. ; : : P . : 
ton) ‘ the credit of the invention; but if ever you impart it to others,’ 


——_e 


“ inform them of the true author. The wifeft men are by no means 
“ contemners of glory; much lefs fhould I, who am very far from 


* the pofleflions of wifdom, be pleafed with any man, who would 


** unjuftly ufurp to himfelf the honour of thofe difcoveries, which 
€¢ 


a eet (5 eS 
Sen — es 


might otherwife redound to my own reputation.” A queftion 


was one day put to him, whether it were poffible for a man to con- 


ceal his ations from ‘the gods? “ Impoffible;” faid he, * becaufe 


“* they are even. acquainted with our thoughts.” He ufed to-thank 


Providence for three things; that he was born a reafonable being, 


eee 


and not a brute; a man, and not a woman; a Greek, and not a 
Barbarian. His-love of liberty and independence was fuch, that 
during his refidence in the palace of Amasis, he made himfelf ob- 
noxious to the minifters, by the freedom and boldnefs of his con- 
verfation. In particular, he expreffed his abhorrence of tyranny fo 


SST ee 


= a 


ftrongly, that it gave offence to the king, who could never be ealy 
till he had fent him away with fome notable marks of his difpleafure. 
The refleGion which chiefly enraged them was this: “ That of all 
** wild beafts a tyrant is the worft, and of all tame beafts a flatterer.” 
Thus was THALES an excellent philofopher, but a bad courtier! 
This however happened fortunately for Greece, fince by that means. 
he was forced back into his native country, which he enriched with 
thofe invaluable treafures of learning that he brought from figypt. 


Bras was defcended.of a noble family in Priene. He had a na- 

tural talent for eloquence, which he fo improved by practice, that 

his name.as an orator grew famous over all Greece. To tell a 

pleader, that he had performed at the bar of a court of juftice like 

Bias of Priene, was for many years thought the higheft compliment 

that could have decently been paid to any one. ‘The moft remark- 
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able ftory, that is told of him, I find to be this: When ARDys, 
who fucceeded Gyczs on the throne of Lydia, took the city of 
Priene by ftorm, and was juft preparing to give it up to the plunder 
of his foldiers, the inhabitants were diligently employed in removing 
their effets. In the midft of this general confternation, Bras alone 
appeared not concerned forthe event; and being admonifhed by 
fome of his acquaintance to follow their example, he immediately 
anfwered them, “ You are miftaken, if you think I am unmindful 
** of my affairs; for all that is mine I carry with me.” There is 
one precept of his, which bears hard upon his chara€tear, viz. 
** ‘That we fhould ever behave towards an enemy, as if he might 
** become our friend; and towards a friend, as if he might become 
** our enemy.” The firft part of it, which regards our condué to 
an enemy, is a wife and rational refle@ion; but the laft part, that 
regards our condu@ to a friend, feems deftruive of focial happi- 
nefs, and the pleafure refulting from the unreferved overflowings of 
affeCtion. ‘The different circumftances and cafualties of my life, ve- 
nerable SMERDIS, (and furely various are the trials I have under- 
gone,) never gave me occafion, I confefs to thee, to believe it a 
neceflary maxim, ‘This conclufion, however, thou wilt naturally 
draw from it; that the philofopher who imparted this fevere advice 


to the world, muft have entrufted the fécrets of his heart to a man, 


who proved afterwards perfidious; and the rather, becaufe one 
would imagine that nothing could have extorted it from him, but 
his own fatal experience of the corruption and ficklenefs of human 
nature. How much better is the generous principle of his country~ 
man CLEOBULUS, that “ Enemies are to be reclaimed by a gentle 
“¢ forbearance, and friends to be preferved by a cordial benevo- 


“lence!” The life of this philofopher was not diftinguifhed by 


any interefting events. It is known of him in general, that he lived 
happily in the office of principal magiftrate in his city, and was 
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bleffed by Providence with an extraordinary daughter. She was a 
celebrated, compofer of znigmas, many of which the fent into Egypt 
to be folved by the fagacity of the learned. Though her father was 
very attentive to the management of his paflions, yet the was of 
great. fervice to him in moderating thofe unguarded ftarts of anger, 
which.were apt to break from him; a circumftance the more agree- 
able to CLEOBULUS, as it was accompanied with all the amiable fim- 
plicity of real tendernefs and duty ! 


CuILon poffefled the dignity of an Ephorus in Lacedemon. Be-= 
ing afked by &sop the fabulift, what he thought moft difficult, 
he replied, “ to keep a fecret, and to bear an injury.” He wrote a 
letter to PERIANDER of Corinth, in which he told him, that “ it 
“* was impoflible for a tyrant to be fafe; and he might efteem him- 
“« felf fingularly fortunate, if he died peaceably in his bed.” In his 
old age he declared among his intimates, that he was not conf{cious 
he had ever done any thing inconfiftent with his duty, except that 
in a conteft between one whom he loved, and another whom he 
had no regard for, he was unwilling to determine either againit his 
friend or the law, and fo perfuaded him to appeal to a different tri- 
bunal, where he might hope to be acquitted. How few are there 
who, like CHILoN, at the clofe of a long life, can accufe their judg- 
ment but once of being warped by partiality ! 


Myson was an inhabitant of the town of Chena. Notwithftand- 
ing his father was governor of the place, he feems to have negleéted 
thofe honours. to which his birth and rank did naturally call him, 
and to have retired from the noife of publick bufinefs to his little 


farm, confining himfelf to the culture of his lands, and the improve- 
ment of his own mind, 


I come 
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I come now to SoLon. Were I to give thee a particular account LETTER 
of his inftitutions, this letter would {well into a volume; nor will I teas cee 


endeavour to defcribe to thee the rapturous venetation which thé ~ 


Athenians pay to his memory, fince an attempt of that fort could 
only prefent thee with a faint idea of it, Befides, thou mayeft per 
ceive it isno part of my defign to confider him as a wife law-giver 
or a fuperior politician, but as he ftands on an equality with the reft 


of. thefe {peculative philofophers. Having met with innumerable 


crofies, which ufually difturb a good man in republican govern- 
ments, SOLON was rather forced by the neceflity of the times, than 
tempted by his curiofity, to travel into fEgypt. However, while he 


ftaid there, he made himfelf well acquainted with the knowledge of 
the country.. On his return to Athens, he found PrsistTRATUS 
invefted with the fupreme authority ; and though he was his neareft 


relation, yet he vigoroully oppofed each of his arbitrary meafures. 
He told his countrymen, that “ in afferting their common liberties, 
“he thought himfelf wifer than fome among them, and braver 
** than others; wifer than thofe who fufpected not the intentions 
“of PIsIsTRATUS, and braver than thofe who fufpeé&ted them, 


“ but imoroufly concealed their fentiments.” He ufed to fay, 
“ that laws are like cobwebs; they entangle the weak and men of 
** low condition, but the rich and the powerful break through 
“ them.” The ftory of his conference with Croxrsus on the fub- 
ject. of happinefs, is well known, from the large account of it 
that hath been lately publifhed in the Clioof Hzropotus: I ima- 
gine a copy of that excellent hiftory muft have penetrated into 
Bactria; and therefore I will not troublé thee with a’ tedious repe- 
tition of what is there recited, nor fpoil its beauty by contracting it. 
SOLON, in order to prevent the abufes, which might arife from the 
extenfive power of the people, created’a council of four hundred to 
be chofen out of the tribes, who were to examine every propofition, 
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LETTER before it was offered to the general aflembly for their determination. 
Seals On this head ANAcHARsIs, the Scythian fage, made a lively res 
mark to him: “ Methinks, (faid he,) it is a ftrange difpofition 
“ of your affairs, that you fhould fuffer wife men to debate, and 


“ leave it to fools to decide.” 


—— 


PITTACUS was a man of remarkable fteadinefs in his condu@. 
He killed the tyrant who oppreffed his country, and for that gallant 
action the people of Mitylene-fubmitted themfelves of their own ac» 
eord to his authority. He governed them for ten years with fur- 


prizing lenity; and when they begun to grow weary of him, he 
abdicated the regal office. He would frequently exclaim, “ How 
“* difficult is it for a great man to be honeft?? ‘Without doubt, he 
had experienced, that the life of a prince was one miferable round 


—— 


of diffimulation ; and that it was fometimes more neceflary to fatisfy 
the exigencies of ftate-policy, than the dictates of confcience. He ex= 
horted his friends to fecure a retreat within their own bofoms, and to 
fly from the troublefome crowd of flatterers, which furrounded them, 
to that engaging folitude. He ordered a wheel to be placed in the 
temple at Mitylene, as an emblem of the uncertain courfe of fortune 
and viciffitude of things, 


I have now laid before thee, venerable SmMERp1s, fuch material 
particulars, as I have been able to colled, relating to the lives and 
characters of the wife men. Nor can it have e{caped thy penetra- 
tion, that in the maxims, which I have cited from them in the courfe 
of my letter, they have touched upon thofe leffons of wifdom, which 
are the moft improving, and conveyed them to the underftanding of’ 
others with the cleareft brevity, At the fame time it muft be owned, 
that the fentences I fpeak of, though they are certainly very pre- 


cious 
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eious remains of their opinions, are yet far from compofing any re- 
gular and confiftent fcheme of philofophy. Hence is it, that the 
do@rines of the Grecian fages fwarm with various contradictions, 
while fome have rejeted with difdain, what others fupported with 
obftinacy. How little then can any or all of them be compared 
with the infpired prophet of the Eaft! If thefe had the happinefs 
to be blefled with any faint dawnings of the light of reafon; Zoro- 
ASTER enjoyed it in its full force and luftre. If thefe laid down 
any rational principles of condué in human life; ZOROASTER un- 
derftood the relations of duty, and revealed a noble fyftem of 
morality. If thefe were eminent among their citizens for philo- 
fophical aufterities; ZOROASTER may be confidered as a perfect 
pattern of virtue. If thefe inveftigated any truths. in the knowledge 
of nature; ZOROASTER was acquainted with all her fecret wonders 
and mightieft operations. If thefe, when they worfhipped that im- 
mortal power, who is the provident artift, and wife governor of the 
univerfe, confined themfelves to the petty limits of a temple made 
with hands, and offered facrifices on altars of their own erecting ; 
ZOROASTER taught, that the temple of ORQOMASDEs was infinite 
fpace, that his altar was the earth, the air, and the heavens. If 
thefe were of fervice to one corner of mankind, to their native cities, 


and the narrow diftri€ts of their own communities; the religion of 


ZOROASTER was not fixed to one place or fociety of men; it. has 
made its way through innumerable nations of the world. To con- 
clude, the philofophers, like the gods of Greece, were partial in their 
knowledge, felfifh in their purfuits, unfettled in their condua, con- 
tentious in their natures, mean in their affeCtions:. ZOROASTER, like 
his own deity, the great OROMASDES, was boundlefs in knowledge, 
extenfive in benevolence, uniform in his condudt, undifturbed in 
his nature, refined in his affeCtions. Ina word, the former were 
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LETTER only fitted to perplex the reafon, and divide the hearts of their coun- 
LLxs : 
L———— trymen; while the latter was born to clear and improve the one, te 
enlarge and unite the other. Adieu. 


——— 


From Athens. C. 


Lik ROE AReR mEDe 


CLEANDER fo MrecGAsyzus, From Athens. 


tae I not received thy commands to lay before thee fome ac- 
“ count of the military difcipline of the Greeks, I fhould never 
have ventured to addrefs my remarks on that fubje@ to fo confum- 
“mate a captain, who, by long experience in the duties of a foldier, 
and the warlike arts of different nations, muft anticipate every thing 
that can be offered, on a {cience, which the ableft general now living 
might be proud to learn under thy enfigns. But my defire to gain 
an infight into every particular in the Athenian policy and cuftoms, 
from whence the Perfian miniftry could expect information, has in- 
duced me to extend my inquiries to a part of knowledge, which 
would otherwife have lain out of my {phere. I. fhall therefore en- 
deavour to comply with thy orders, by fending thee fuch obferva-.- 
tions as I have either had an opportunity of making mytfelf, or col- 
le&ed from the difcourfe of the beft officers amongft the Athenians, 


whofe tactics throughout this letter I have kept principally in view. 


0 I te ere ere 


The military force of this republic, and indeed of all: the other 
Grecian ftates, is compofed of three forts of troops, citizens, ‘alliés, 
and mercenaries, The former, thou mayeft imagine, are held in 
the higheft degree of efteem, and moft reliéd upon ; the latter being 
expofed without concern, and never trufted without neceflary cau- 


caufe, for which they fight, 
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tions; and fince their attachment to the 
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is Owing to motives of conftraint or profit, their fidelity is fometimes 1 at ER 
fufpected. “eee pirat 


The young Athenians are early trained up to arms; at the age of 
eighteen they learn the military exercifes under the infpe@ion of 
able mafters, and enure their bodies to fupplenefs and fatigue, by 
frequenting the ftadia and wreftling {chools. .At twenty their names 
are entered in the publick regifter, after taking a folemn oath in the 
temple of AGRAULEs, by which they oblige themfelves “ to fight 
“ till the’ laft gafp for the intereft of religion and the ftate, in con- 
*¢ jun@ion with their fellow-citizens, or even alone, if occafion re~ 
quires ; to encreafe the profperity of their country; to obey the 
laws enated by confent of the people ; and to oppofe with all 
their might thofe who hall attempt to alter the conftitution.” 
When this ceremony is performed, the young men are looked upon 
as members of the commonwealth, enjoy all the privileges, and are 


ce 


liable to all the duties of citizens ; among{t which that of appearing 


in arms, whenever the voice of the people requires their fervice in 
the field, is none of’ the leaft: but in order to enure them to the 
difcipline and fatigues of war, they take their turns by detachments 
to mount guard in the citadel, Pirzus, and other forts of Attica, for 
two years before they are fent upon any expedition abroad. The 
Grecian infantry, in which the {trength of their armies confifts, is 
made up of Hoplitai, Pfiloi, and Peltaftal. The firft are heavy- 
armed foldiers, who engage with long fpears, “broad fhields, and 
cutting fwords. The fecond are light-armed men, who fight with 
arrows, darts, and flings, and are placed either in the van to begin 
an engagement, or on the flanks of the wings, to gall the enemies ca- 
valry, and prevent their breaking in. The Peltaftai are a fort of troops 
between the two former, fo called from the narrow targets which they 
wear. Thefe again are divided into bodies of thoufands, hundreds, 
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LE FJ ER and fifties each, commanded by their proper officers, the Chiliarchs, 
t—————_Hekatontarchs, &c. ‘To each company of one hundred and twenty 
men four fubalterns are affigned; the lieutenant, whofe poft is in 
the rear, the enfign, the trumpeter, the crier, who gives the word 


ef command, and the futler, who fupplies the men with neceflaries, 
and waits upon them. The Athenian officers all aflure me, that 
amongft the many advantages their troops have over thofe of the 
Eaft, they reckon thefe fub-divifions to be one of the principal. By 
this means the men perform their exercifes with more exaétnefs and 
uniformity, move with greater quicknefs, attack with greater force, 
and have a larger number of officers to watch over their condu@ in 
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their quarters, as well as encourage and dire&t them in a day of battle, 
Over the foot are placed ten camp-mafters, with the title of Taxi- 
archoi, chofe by each of the tribes * ; they command, under the general, 
[ who is always one of the Strategoi elected annually by the people, ] 
the infantry of their refpeive tribes, give orders for the marches, 
review the men, punifh them for their mifdemeanours, and regulate 


Ne SS 


the diftribution of victuals to every foldier. The cavairy are divided 
into {quadrons under their proper ofhcers, two of whom are called 
Hipparchoi, and have the fame jurifdiGion over them as the Taxi- 
archoi have over the foot: but the Grecian cavalry is not very nu- 
merous; and in this refpeé I fhould think the Perfian armies were 
far their fuperiors, when they have generals at their head, who 
know how to make ufe of fo material an advantage. The Hippeis + 


* ‘Their names are the AZgean, the Erecthian, the Cecropian, the Pandionian, the 
Acamantian, Antiochian, Leontian, Oenian, Hippothoonian, ‘and Ajacian. The 
reader may fee in Porrer’s Antiquities the feveral divifions of thefe tribes into De- 
moi or boroughs. Note by the tranflator. 


+ The Athenians were divided into three orders: the firft were worth 500 medimns 
of liquid and dry commodities; the fecond 300; the third 200: the reft were ale 


lowed to vote, but not to bear offices in the {tate, ‘This was an inftitution of Soton, 
Note by the tranflator. 
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or horfemen, at Athens compofe the fecond order of citizens, and are L Bo a ER 
required to have a certain annual revenue, and to maintain a horfe Wee 


at their own charge ; but they do not amount to twelve hundred at 
the moft. ‘The Lacedemonians are likewife but indifferently fup- 
plied with cavalry; the beft of theirs comes from Sciros, a town 
not far diftant from Sparta. Indeed a very natural reafon is to be 
affigned for their deficiency in this branch of their armies ; for as 
Attica and Peloponnefus are mountains and rough countries, there 
is no opportunity or encouragement to train up a breed of horfes 
for the fervice; and thofe they have can be of little ufe in military 
operations from the fituation of the ground. The cavalry of the 
Theffalians, who poffefs large and extended plains, is moft efteemed, 
and therefore hired by the reft of the Grecians to fupply that defe& 


amongft themfelves. The cuftom of paying foldiers was introduced. 


here by Pericies: before his adminiftration every citizen ferved 
at his own expence; now a foot-foldier receives three oboli a day, 
and a horfeman a drachm ; but upon particular occafions this {tipend 
is encreafed, 


Thou muft have obferved of the Grecian armies, that they are not 
formidable fo much for their numbers, or even courage, as indi- 
viduals, as for the excellent difcipline, which prevails among them, 
and that warm love of glory and their country, which animates 
every man in the army, from the higheft officer to the meaneft fol- 
dier. Their courage, without the former, would only expofe them 
to danger; without the latter, they would want the moft powerful 
motive to diftinguifh themfelves. Their evolutions are contrived 
with deep penetration, founded on praétice and a ftudy of the mi- 
litary art, which is unknown to the rude undifciplined multitudes of 
the Eaft, who are dragged out of the villages to recruit our armies, 
and urged on by blows and fcourges to the attack. 
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LETTER When the Grecians would break the adverfe battalions, they throw 
as themfelves into the form of a wedge, which the enemy, if they un- 
derftand their bufinefs, receive in a koilembolon, or pair of fheers, 
which intercepts and breaks the force of the rhombus. When they 
would receive or give a regular onfet, they form in a body of fixteen 


in flank, and five hundred in front, prefenting on all fides a firm 
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impenetrable phalanx. When they would enter defiles or ftraits 
poffeffed by an enemy, they extend their files in the fhape of a worm, 
from whence the figure receives its name: in fhort, no one incident 
can happen ina day of battle, for which they have not invented a 
proper motion; unlike the armies of Perfia, potent lord, thou well 
knoweft, who rufh on tumultuoufly with hideous cries, and place 


their whole dependance upon the fury of the firft attack. If that 
fails them, their courage abates, their ranks grow difordered, the 
officers are unable to give orders in the confufion that enfues; and 
if the enemy give one brifk puth, they betake themfelves to a fhame- 
ful flight. 


The fcience of attacking and defending towns is much improved 
in this country fince the invafion of Xerxes, when the Spartans, 
after the defeat of MARDONIvs, could not force a body of Perfians, 
who had taken refuge in fome wooden fortifications, till the Athe- 
nians marched to their affiftance. The long duration of the fiege of 
Plata has contributed towards a variety of new works and machines, 
that are daily brought into praétice; whereas before, their ufual 
method was to draw up their army in the form of a tortoife, and 
give a general ftorm, or elfe batter the walls with the ram, and then 
fend a party to enter by the breach. I have hitherto confitied myfelf 
to the difcipline of the land-armies ; but as the chief pride and fe« 
curity of Athens confifts in the number and goodnefs of her fhips, 
and the experience and fkill of her feamen, thou mayeft expect from 


me. 
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me fome remarks on that part of her military force. In a former 
letter to Gosrias * I mentioned the clafles of twelve hundred rich 
citizens chofen out of each tribe, upon whom the expences of all the 
naval preparations are laid. Thefe clafles are divided into companies 
of fixteen each, who unite to fit out a trireme; but there feems to 
be fomething unjuft in the law upon which this pra@tice is founded, 
Every citizen, from the age of twenty-five to forty, is ranked in one 
of thefe companies; and whether he has a revenue of two hundred 
talents, or of two, is obliged to contribute equally in equipping a 
fingle fhip. Now it feems highly unreafonable, that the poffeffors 
of plentiful eftates fhould contribute no more than others towards 
the publick expence; and that the citizens of fmaller fortunes fhould 
be burdened with as large an affeffment as the more opulent: and 
yet the law, as it ftands at prefent, is liable to thefe objeGtions, and 
I think it would be very meritorious in any of their orators to pro- 
pofe a new regulation . The Athenians man their gallies, accord- 
ing to their refpective rates, with a due proportion of foldiers and 
failors. ‘The former are generally heavy-armed, for they endeavour 
to come to boarding as foon as poffible, and by engaging hand to 
hand, bring it as near as is pra€ticable to a land-fight. The failors 
are made up of mariners, who manage the fails and tackling, and 
rowers; both compofed of citizens, contrary to the pradtice in other 
countries, where the latter are always flaves. Amongft the Athe- 
nians they divide them into three orders; thofe in the uppermoft 
benches are called Thranitai, thofe in the middle Zeugitai, thofe in 
the lower Thalamitai. The firft have the largeft pay ; fince by the 
diftance of the water, and length of their oars, they undergo more 
fatigue and danger than the others. The officers on board a fleet, 


* Letter xxxiil. 
+ This was afterwards done by DemosTHENES. See the oration sept Erepaviy 
wherein both the Jaws are inferted. 
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LETTER befides the admiral and his lieutenants, are the Trierarchs or captains 

(ie kad of fhips, who have under them the mafter or pilot, the Keleuftes or 
boat{wain, who direéts and places the rowers, and the Logiftes or 
purfer, befides other fubalterns. 


— 
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Having thus fubmitted to thy cenfure an imperfect eflay on the 
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Grecian tactics, permit me, illuftrious minifter, to impart my 
thoughts with boldnefs on a {cheme which has often occurred to me. 
Since our royal mafter has feen peace in his days, he has done a 
great deal towards healing the loffes, and reftoring the honour of 
the empire. But might he not put the finifhing ftroke to fo glo- 
rious a work, by allowing penfions out of his treafury to any able 
officers and engineers, who would travel over Greece, and ftudy 
the art of war, which begins to arrive at a degree of perfection and 
refinement unknown to former ages? Some might in difguife take 
plans of the principal cities, inquire into the {trength of each fate, 
furvey the fituation of the country, and find out the proper places 
for encampments, furprize, or difembarkation. Others fhould enlift 
in the troops which now conteft the dominion of Greece, endeavour 
to gain the efteem of the generals, and be prefent at and take a 
journal of every a@ion. When they return home, the king might 
reward them proportionably to the diligence of their enquiries, and 
the importance of their remarks. They fhould then be difperfed 
over the provinces, to difcipline the troops, and fortify thofe cities 
and pafles which are efteemed the keys of the empire. I know it is 
fufficient to mention this project to thee, potent Satrap; nor need I 
enlarge upon the encreafe of real ftrength to Perfia, of reputation to 
her arms, of glory to our prefent monarch, and of luftre to the 


miniftry of Mrcaznyzus, which would be the infallible confe. 
quences of it. Farewel, 
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SMERDIS fo CLEANDER. 


Saat : Abe “ : LXI. 
bear the agitations of love, grief, or indignation in filence, or 


under the cover of tranquillity and cheerfulnefs. In fuch circum- 
ftances the affections will force their way ; we muft vent our groans 
to the rocks, and pour out our complaints to the fenfelefs and inani- 
mate part of the creation, if we are afraid to.entruft them with the 
rational and thofe of our own fpecies. Men of narrow minds, who 


gS more I confider human nature, the more I find it unable to LETTER 


have wanted generofity enough to gain a friend, or of fickle minds, 


who have wanted fedatenefs enough to fix one, muft frequently have 


recourfe to foliloquies in retirement, when toffed to and fro by the 
hurricane of paffion. But for my own part, I thank the gracious 
OrRoMASDES, that he has given me a warmth of temper, as well 
as ftrength of underftanding, fufficient to make me zealous in culti- 


vating a ftri& correfpondence with the wife and faithful CLranpER, 


in whofe bofom I may depofit every undifguifed thought and dif- 
quieting apprehenfion. Let me open myfelf to thee without re- 
ferve on the ftate of the Baétrian fchools, and the indolence of our 


order. It will not furprize thee that I blame their faults; for thou 


art too well acquainted with my integrity, to imagine me capable of 


approving thofe corruptions, which the fanguine would pronounce 
it my duty to palliate, and the cautious would think it my intereft 


tO maintain. 


Our mighty prophet ZoROASTER received numberlefs favours from 
the great Darius, in whofe memorable reign he appeared. The 
erudition 
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erudition and fanétity of the order, which he reformed, occafioned 
the bountiful encouragements and large revenues, which were be- 
{towed on us by the monarchs who fucceeded him. They thought 
our attention to rectify the religious notions, and improve the rea- 
fons of our followers, qualified us to inftru€ the youth of the em- 
pire in philofophical f{peculations: they thought the reclufenefs of 
our condition and the purity of our lives enabled us to curb their 
appetites, and refine their practice. In our hands therefore thé heirs 
of noble families and the hopes of the kingdom were placed. 


By this means they conceived, that, notwithftanding the altera- 
tions in our government and manners, the lofs of the ancient fchools 
would be repaired, fimplicity preferved in thofe who are furrounded 
with fuperfluities, and continence amidft every incitement to tranf& 
grefs. I need not enlarge on thefe miftakes, which are obvious, 
and, however abfurd in themfelves, are too ferious in their confe- 
quences to be ridiculed. } 


Alas! the ignorance of the world, in which we are generally 
brought up, and which has prepofteroufly raifed our reputation, 
both as obfervers and teachers of morality, inttoduces more faults 
amongft us than’ it faves us from; and inftead sof fubduing or ex- 
tinguifhing the paffions, it only cuts out another channel for them, 
Though our defire of reputation be checked, and our vanity con- 
ftrained to a& in a narrow fphere, we give a loofe to pride, and 
look down on the ufeful part of fociety with an infolent fcorn. 
Though we have few Opportunities of fhewing our obftinacy in 
action, yet we are ftrangely tenacious of opinions; and though we 
are clear of thofe vices which arife from promifcuous converfation, 
we fall into the low habits that attend a want of it. Believe 
me, my Ephefian friend, there is no error which carries lefs the ap- 
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pearance of truth, at the fame time that there is none more de- LE 
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ftructive of magnanimity, than this, that “ not to have met with Communi 


** temptation, is to have acquired virtue.” But if it was the in- 
tention of Providence, that virtue fhould be the effe& of good fenfe 
and experience united, it is then incumbent upon us, who are to 
educate a nation, to have known the world, and ftruggled with its 
infinuating allurements. What though we be guilty of miftakes at 
firft fetting out, neither ourfelves nor our neighbours fhould defpair 
of us; we muft purfue our journey, take care to be informed better 
of the right track; and after having followed it, our advice to the 
young adventurers in life will be received with more reverence, 
when it proceeds from a fobriety not natural and phlegmatick, but 
painfully and dangeroufly acquired. Such men would be far ad- 
vanced in the way to perfection ; for though to learn wifdom from 
the fufferings of others be the higheft point of it, yet it requires no 
{mall fhare of underftanding to take warning,-and to give it, in con- 
fequence of ourown. Such men might be faid in truth to have the 
government of their paflions, might be efteemed mafters in the art 
of education; and having tried what the world is, would be fit in~ 
ftructors for thofe who are to live init. “It were to be withed there- 
fore, that while fome of us are employed in contemplating and ex- 
plaining the divine volume of ZERDUSHT, others fhould be em- 
ployed in the publick fervice, in travelling abroad, and enriching 
themfelves with the fruits of their enquiries into men and things ; 
and that all of us, at a certain age, in recompence for the fupport 
we had received from the colleges’of Balch, fhould be recalled, and 
obliged to fpend the reft of our days in forming the youth of Perfia. 
We might then hope to fee the inftitution of this place much 
amended. Inftead of teaching chicanery, evafion, and pofitivenefs 
in our fchools, the found principles of policy and juftice would be 
fet forth: inftead of a {erupulous attachment to forms enforced by 

the 
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LETTER the terror of an unmanly difcipline, we fhould behold a general 
J regard to good breeding, candour, and philofophy, arifing from an 
inward regulation of temper and a well-turned mind. No man 


— 


would enjoy the penfion defigned for the diligent, who was not 
fomehow or other interefted in the great work; and it might be 
found poflible, however it may feem otherwife at prefent, for the 
oldeft and moft venerable of our order to converfe with their dif- 


ciples, and not betray themfelves into the extreme of an unmeaning 
dignity, or a low familiarity. ‘Thus conducted and improved in the 
opening of life, the youth would no longer laugh at our fage coun- 
{els with the giddinefs of children, nor difdain to obey our laws 
with the ftubbornnefs of men; and the Magi themfelves would 
think they ill deferved the emoluments they receive, or ill anfwered 
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the end of their founder, if they were regular in no good thing but 
their oraifons to the rifing or declining MiTuras. 
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CLEANDER ¢o Gosryas. From Athens. 


ee fourth campaign of this war is opened with fymptoms not 
very favourable to the Athenians. Early in the {pring they 
received the unexpected news that Siratces had fworn to a fe- 
parate peace with Macedon, his-troops had been repulfed at the 
attack of Europus, worfted in fome fkirmifhes with Perpiccas’ 
cavalry, and began to want provifions, and fuffer from the incle- 
mency of the weather. But what gave him moft uneafinefs was the 
delay of the Athenian fuccours, (for the republic was afraid of fend- 
ing their fhips fo far from home,) and the intelligence he had, that 
the 
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the people of Theflaly, alarmed at his ambitious views, were taking 
arms in the South, and fome of his neighbours in Thrace, from the 
fame motive, forming leagues, againft him in the North. Thefe at 
leaft are the reafons, and not unplaufible ones, by which he palliated 
his condué& to the Athenian ambafladors ; but the truth of the matter 
is, as I privately learn, that the artful Perpiccas had gained over 
SEUTHES, a near relation, and principal counfellor to SITALCES, 
with the promife of marrying him to Srratronica his fifter, and 
giving her a vaft portion, if he could bring about an accommodation. 
And fuch (it feems) is the influence of this minifter, that in eight 
days time he prevailed with his mafter to abandon the poor AMyNn- 
TAS, as well as his own claims, and return home. It is added, that 
the king of Macedon, refolved not to difappoint his benefactor, is 


making preparations at Pella for the nuptials of SrraTonica and 
SEUTHES. 


Three exprefles have arrived here within thefe few days from the 
magiftrates of Tenedos and the inhabitants of Methymna, which 
brought advice, that all the cities of Lefbos had entered into a con- 
federacy to fhake off their dependance upon Athens; that their 
magazines were furnifhed with corn, and their garrifons with archers 
from the Pontus Euxinus; and that the preparations for an open re- 
volt were fo far advanced, that unlefs the Athenians ufed the utmoft 
vigour and difpatch in quelling thefe commotions, the ifland would 
be loft. Private intelligence is likewife come from fome friends in 
Mitylene, the capital of Lefbos, that the leading men amoneft the 
revolters have determined to fend deputies to Lacedemon, to defire 
that they may be admitted into the Peloponnefian league. This 
news has fenfibly touched the Athenians; the moft penetrating 
amongit them apprehend very bad confequences from thefe Lefbian 
troubles. They look upon this revolt as giving the fignal to the 
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other tributary iflands, to withdraw their fupplies of fhips and 
money, and either ftand abfolutely neuter in the prefent diffenfions 
of Greece, or throw themfelves under the protection of Lacedzemon 
or the Great King. They very well know, that their allies obey 
them more through fear than affection; that the abfolute authority, 
which for many years they have exercifed over them, has produced 
difcontents, which want nothing but a fit occafion to break out into 
an open flame. They reafon further, what can Athens do, when 
fhe is left alone to ftand her ground againft fo many potent enemies, 
who pretend to have no other caufe for taking up arms, but to keep 
the balance even, and to preferve themfelves from the infults and 
afluming fpirit of the Athenians? Her treafures muft foon be ex- 
haufted, when the chief fources of them (arifing from the contri- 
butions of the allies) are either loft to her, or turned againft her. The 
inhabitants of a fingle city can never fuffice to man annual fleets, or 
recruit large armies, particularly when that city has been confider- 
ably weakened by a cruel plague; much lefs will they be able to bear 
up againft the loffes and misfortunes, which are the ordinary attendants 
of war. What are we to expect from the other iflands, when one, 
that has been the moft favoured and diftinguifhed, is the firft to rife 
in arms againft us? Thefe are the reflections I meet with in the 
porticos, where the Athenians meet to talk over the bufinefs of the 
day, and to enquire of each other what news is ftirring. To add to 
their diftractions, the Peloponnefian army is encamped in the terri- 
tories of ‘Attica, and {kirmithes often happen between their detach- 
ments and the garrifon of the city. However, to preferve. that 
refolution and addrefs, which they have hitherto fhewn, they work 
day and night at the Pireeus to equip a fleet of forty gallies, the com- 
mand of which is given to CiippipEs, who has already received 
fecret inftru€tions from the fenate, the contents of which, as I am 
informed, are, that “ he muft fail with the {quadron under his com-= 
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** mand to the port of Mitylene, and endeavour to furprize the in- 
“ habitants at a feaft, which they celebrate every year to APOLLO, 
*¢ without the walls of the city. If he finds that folemnity paft, or 
* the Mitylenians prepared for his reception, he is to demand of 
“them to deliver up their fhips, and demolith the fortifications 
“* which they have lately raifed. In cafe of refufal, he is ordered 
* to declare war againft them, and to keep the port blocked up, till 
** further reinforcement arrives from Athens.” The ten gallies, 
which the Leibians, by virtue of their treaty with Athens, are obliged 
to join to their fleet now lying at Phalera, are feized, and the officers 
and mariners thrown into prifon. 


I had written thus far, when accidentally hearing a noife in the 
ftreet, I had the curiofity to enquire the occafion of it, and was 
told, that a captain of a trireme ftationed in the Pirzeus had {topped 
a veflel pretended to be bound for Ephefus, fecured the packets found 
on board, and put the men under arreft by order of the Polemar- 
chus. Struck with the thought that I had committed a parcel, ad- 
drefled to my brother Hippias, in which were enclofed difpatches 
to thyfelf and fome Perfian friends, to the care of the mafter of 
this veflel, a thoufand doubts and apprehenfions crouded at once 
into my mind. Recolleéting that I had no time to lofe, I run down 
to the Pirzeus, and found the captain preparing to carry his packets 
to the Prytanes. As I had luckily fome acquaintance with him, I 
took him afide, and told him, that he probably hada packet of mine 
in his hands, which contained mercantile bufinefs of great confe- 
quence to my brother, which if expofed to the eyes of the magi- 
ftrates, with fome of whom he had dealings in the way of trade, 
muft be highly detrimental to his traffic here. I therefore defired 
him to reftore me that packet. He remonftrated to- me, that his 


orders were exprefs to bring all the papers he found in the veffel. 
Heine I affured 
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L aerats ER J affured him that upon demand of the magiftrates it fhould be pro- 
L—+—) duced. My earneft intreaties, fupported by the more weighty elo- 
quence of a talent, which I put into his hand, prevailed with him 
_at laft to reftore it tome. I went home, and upon the fpot made 
up a parcel, containing nothing but letters from me to Hipp1as on 
our private concerns, which exaétly refembled the former in fize and 
figure. I had fearce put in execution this neceflary artifice, when 
an officer brought me a fummons from the Prytanes to appear 
directly before them. I went with an honeft confidence, and found 
thofe magiftrates in deep confultation. Dymas the trierarch vouched, 
that the packet I delivered in to them was the fame he had feized. The 
papers were looked into, fome few general queftions put to me, and 
after an hour’s attendance I was difmifled. The Epiftata, or prefi- 
dent, declared to me that they were fatisfied ; that I had not been 
examined upon any particular fufpicion, but that nothing might be 
omitted in fo diftempered a time, which any way tended to fecure 
the tranquillity of the ftate. He gravely exhorted me to be difcreet: 
in my correfpondencies, and prudent in my behaviour. Iam fince 
informed by a friend among the Prytanes, that the fhip was ftopped 
becaufe they had difcovered, that inftead of going for Ephefus, the 
mafter was bribed to change his courfe, and make for Lefbos. They 
have found advices from one AéNON, an hoft of the Mitylenians, 
relating to the preparations going forward here. This AGNON is 


actually imprifoned, and will foon be put to death for his treafonable 
practices. 
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Having thus happily efcaped fo unexpected a danger, I fhall fet 
forward in a few days for the Olympic games, which are to be 
celebrated this year with the ufual magnificence. The permiffion, 
which thy laft difpatch brought me from our royal mafter, to fur- 
vey fome parts of Greece, has invited me to undertake fo agreeable 


a journey ; 
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a journey; and the large remittance, which I received lately from sgh 
TERIBAZUS, enables me to perform it with convenience. Re 


I proftrate my head in the duft, potent Satrap, for the favours ° 


heaped upon me. May the great OROMASDES continue to fhed his 
healing influence upon the throne of Cyrus and the whole empire 
of Perfia, averting from both (as he hath lately done by difcover- 


ing the perfidy of Sacas) the malign efforts of the accurfed ArI- 
MANIUS! Farewel. 
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SMERDIS fo CLEANDER. 


COMPLAINED of arelaxation of difcipline amongft the Magi * > 

and though not without reafon, yet it would be injurious to 1m- 
pute it wholly to them: perhaps a general corruption may be too 
ftrong for their beft efforts to reftrain. ‘The children of the great 
are committed to their care much later than formerly ; they bring 
with them an high opinion of their rank, a confidence in their pa- 
ternal fortunes, and an eagernefs for pleafures, of which they have 
had an early tafte. They affociate only one with another, and feek 
partners in voluptuoufnefs rather than the advantages of wife converfa- 
tion, which would be attended with reftraint ; for excellent inftruction 
is {till to be had amongft the Magi, by thofe who want not induftry and 
an ingenuous difpofition: witnefs the young ORSAMES, who owns 
himfelf indebted to our fchools for thofe qualities which adorn him, 
and promife fuch fruits to his country. But obferve, CLEANDER, the 
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prudent fteps taken by the Satraps and the wealthy, who have en- 
tertained unfavourable opinions of a Perfian education ; they fend 
their children abroad, and take no further concern about their con- 
duct than that it may not be feen by them. The young Perfian is 
fet out with a f{plendid retinue ; has his recommendations from Susa, 
and wherever he goes is received as a Satrap; he is honoured in our 
provinces, and gazed at in foreign ftates; his mind is elevated above 
his rank, be it what it will, and his improvements feldom qualify 
him for any. He probably impairs his fortunes, and upon his re- 
turn, has a mind much raifed above the thoughts of ceconomy; or 
if he fubmits to it, it is ina wrong place. The expences of equi- 
page and voluptuoufnefs are become neceflary and indifpenfable : 
he therefore grows parfimonious to thofe who have juft claims upon 
him; he oppreffes his dependants, and {paringly rewards the coun- 
tryman, the guardian of his wealth. Nor is this to be wondered 
at; the young traveller fets out with a mind not yet confirmed in — 
any principles, and at an age ftrongly biaffed to pleafure. He there- 
fore moft naturally falls in with the corruptions of every country, 
both in principles and pra@tice; for as he is difpofed to gratify his 
affe@ions, he readily admits fuch fentiments as favour them. It is 
generally thought the bufinefs of a traveller to fele@ for the benefit 
of his country what appears to him to make up the moft: perfe& 
polity ; and from his experience of men, to become himfelf an ex- 
emplary, wife, and good citizen. But our young traveller takes a 
pleafure in reciting the imperfeCtions he has obferved in government, 
manners, and religion; he dwells much on the {uperftitions of Egypt, 
the bigotry of the people, and the craft of the priefts; and inti- 
mates, that he has much improved his fagacity in regard to the 
worfhip of his own country. He is juft fuch an obferver in morals ; 
for if he has made the tour of Greece, he affures you, that the rule 
of right and wrong, the ground of all juftice, fo much infifted on 
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by our anceftors, is not fo indelibly imprinted by nature as has been L ene 
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imagined ; that an ancient and flourifhing ftate has fubfifted without WH4+¥— 


the cultivation of it; though probably he takes this upon hearlay, 
for our youth feldom come nearer to Sparta than a neighbouring 
ifle *, much better fuited to the delicacy of their lives. What can 
be the reafon of this, but that they think their prattice juftified by 
thefe great authorities? Why elfe do we hear little more of Athens, 
than its {ports and gaiety? of Sardis, than its gaming? and of Ba- 
bylon, than its obfcene hofpitality? I affure thee, CLzanpeR, I 
have known fome of our youth, after a toilfome paflage acrofs Arabia 
and the fea into Upper gypt, upon hearing the feftival rites at 
Cyprus were coming on, take a light veflel, and with all the expe- 
dition of oars and fail {wim down the Nile, and content themfelves 
with fo tranfitory a view of the great cities and monuments of that 
ancient kingdom. When they reached the ports of Cyprus, which 
extends its arms into the fea, and inclofes vaft fleets in its bofom, 
they fpent little refle€tion on its ftupendous moles and its conve- 
viences for lading. ‘They heard, that the temple of the Grecian 
goddefs was open; that a choir of an hundred youths, and as many 
beautiful virgins, had already begun the folemn ode; they perfumed 
themfelves with rich oils, and crowned with garlands, haftened to 
mix in the idolatrous rites, habited like fhepherds of Arcadia; for 
all appear in difguife on this occafion, that they may not be under 
the reftraint of fhame, which ill becomes the votaries of fo impure 
a deity. 


Tender minds, CLEANDER, are ready for all impreffions; there- 
fore it is not proper they fhould be withdrawn from wife and vir- 
tuous patterns, till they have gained an intimate acquaintance with 
virtue, and are able to combat the temptations of vice and folly. 


* Cythera, the ifland of Venus. a 
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“The foul is long in its infancy; the body comes much earlier to 
maturity: young men therefore (as the wives of the Magi are con- 
fined to the moft beauteous objects of fight, and hear nothing but 
harmony, that no ill impreflion may deface their offspring, which is 
to be dedicated to the holy fervice of the temple) fhould be ac- 
cuftomed to no ideas that may pollute the foul, the purity of which 
is an offering moft delightful to OROMASDEs, 


It is at too great a hazard they go in queft of what is worthy their 
imitation in Aigypt or Greece; for that much may be found fo by 
a prudent enquirer, I will not deny: wifdom is not confined to one 
climate, it fhoots out in fome fhape every where; at Athens it is 
wife policy, tender regard for the community, and every art that is 
properly humane; at Lacedemon it is publick liberty, maintained 
by auftere difcipline, and an ignorance of every enervating pleafure ; 
in Aigypt it is piety to the gods, and a veneration for all things facred. 
It once appeared under all thefe denominations in Perfia: alas! that 
we can now find it only in our hiftories ! 


Perhaps after all, CLEANDER, thou wilt fay, what need all this 
precaution in favour of virtue? and why should our youth be pre- 
judiced in her behalf, who is reprefented fo amiable as to ftrike 
her beholders with admiration, and force our efteem? It is be- 
caufe virtue, though more amiable, is not fo obvious; fhe ufeth 
little art to recommend herfelf; like a chafte virgin, fhe muft be 
fought after and fued for: vice, like a proftitute, always prefents 
herfelf, is officious, importunate, and en{fnaring. ORSAMES is 
acquainted with this; he traverfes the diftant regions of the earth, 
not to gratify the idle curiofity of fight, or adorn the palace of his 
Perfian anceftors with the arts of Greece, but to complete the furni- 
ture of his mind, to fit it for the abode of ORomAsDEs, who 
; deigns 
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deigns to dwell with the good: in awe of whofe prefence the wicked 
AHRIMAN will flie from us, as the fhades of night difperfe at the 


approach of Miruras, to diftant countries, and the deep caverns 
of the earth. : : 
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CLEANDER ¢o Hypaspes. Fyrom Athens. 


H1s is the laft letter, which I thall write to thee from Athens in 
fome months, I fet out to-morrow onan expedition to the 
Olympic games, and promife myfelf, that the magnificence and order, 
with which they are celebrated, the great confluence of Greeks, 
who repair from all parts to Olympia, the variety of countries 
and noble cities I fhall pafs through in my road, and efpecially the 
agreeable fet of friends who accompany me, will more than anfwer 
the ideas of pleafure and improvement which I propofe to myfelf 
from the journey. Thou wilt, I believe, think that I have made a 
very happy mixture of acquaintance, when I let thee into the cha- 
racters of my fellow-travellers. My patron PHiLEMON, as well 
upon account of his age as his merits, fhould be mentioned firft. 
This worthy Athenian ever fincc my refiding here has treated me 
with particular regard: to him I am indebted for the friendfhip I 
have made with thofe who are moft diftinguifhed in Athens for their 
virtues and abilities: to him I owe the little knowledge I have ac- 
quired of the conftitution of the republick, and the’ manners of a 
people the moft contradi€tory and various in their difpofitions of 
all others. PHILEMON has pafled through the moft confiderable 
offices in the ftate. He was, when very young, captain of a tri- 
VOL. I. iat reme 
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LETTER reme at the battle of Salamis, and narrowly miffed taking the fa- 
LXIV. 


L————. mous Queen ARTEMISIA, who efcaped him by a very extraordinary 
ftratagem. He has been fince overfeer of the fortifications, archon, 


PT re 


one of the five hundred, and is now a member of the Areopagus. 
In all thefe employments an unblemifhed integrity, and an exaét dif 


charge of his duty, have recommended him to his countrymen as. 
one of their moft deferving citizens. He has frequently oppofed the 
meafures both of Cimon and PericxEs ; but it was in fuch a man- 
ner, that you faw, though he condemned the faults, he {pared the 
men; and that his oppofition proceeded not from ambition or ca- 
price, but from an honeft zeal for the publick welfare. He is al- 
ways well heard in the affemblies of the people, not from the art or 
eloquence of his orations, or a command of words, that rather 
overpowers than convinces the reafon; but becaufe he fpeaks to 
the purpofe, and with an air and gefture, that fhews he does not 
mean to impofe upon his hearers, unlefs he is firft deceived him- 
felf. Another quality, which diftinguifhes my friend, is a fingular 
humanity: his door is open to every poor citizen, and his table pre- 
pared with a frugal hofpitality to receive any ftranger, who comes 
recommended either by his own deferts, or the requeft of a com- 
mon friend. There is not a greater teft of his benevolent temper, 
than that though he is an old man, he can encourage the mirth, and 
bear with the levities of the young; nora ftronger inftance of his good: 
breeding, than that he does not abound in the narrative faculty of 
years, and is rather forward to promote the converfation of others, 
than to affume an air of fuperiority, by obliging them to liften to. 
his. This is an imperfe@ fketch of PH1nEMON’s character: I pals. 
next to that of my other companions. 


ee 


(Ciin1as is defcended from one of the nobleft families in Athens ; 
and though both his rank and abilities intitle him to a confiderable 
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fhare in the government of his country, he devotes himfelf almoft ie 
wholly to the improvement of fcience. He is an univerfal PAtCON, me 
of arts; the philofopher, the poet, the painter, the hiftorian, and 
the fculptor find alike the effeéts of his liberality. He is not con- 


tented to be an admirer of learning, he is likewife an excellent judge 


of it. I have feen him hold an argument with the fophift Gorcras, 
and heard him difpute the dotrine of the foul’s pre-exiftence with 
Socrates. Zeuxis fubmits his: moft finithed piGure to his cen- 
fure, and Parpras would alter the drapery or attitude of a ftatue 
upon his advice. His table is frequented by all the learned in 
Athens; he abounds himfelf in the moft elegant difcourfe, and 
has a peculiar art of fetting the talents of others in the beft light, 
and throwing fomething in their way, that may give them an op- 
portunity to diftinguifh themfelves. The two affairs, in which he 
moft interefted himfelf, were the accufation brought again{t PHiprAs 
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for defrauding the publick in the gold employed about the ftatue of 
MINERVA, and the charge againft ANaxacoras for impiety: but 
neither his intereft nor his eloquence, though fupported by Ps- 
RICLES, could fave the artift from prifon, or the philofopher from 
banifhment. 


PHILOCLES is a young man, who gives early marks of being a 
good officer. He has been employed in the fervice in Thrace, and 
behaved with fo much gallantry at the fiege of Potidza, that the 
generals fent him to Athens with the news of its being taken. He 
ferved laft fummer in Puormro’s fleet, and was recommended by 
him to the people to be made a trierarch in the {quadron which is 
ready to fail to Lefbos; but Crron had intereft enough to difap- 
point him, for the fake of one BATTyYLUs, a buffoon and a Lutanift. 
PHILOCLEs however is not difcouraged from purfuing a military 
life, but hopes for better fuccefs at the next equipment. In the 
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LETT#R mean time he defigns to put in for the prize of the chariot-courfe at 


LXIV. 


© 


eae ete CHS Olympic eames. 


To complete our party, we have CuLtorus of the tribe of Pan- 
dion, a young man of wit and politenefs, but of a charaéter fome- 
thing fingular; though he has a fund of good fenfe, he has one 
weaknefs, of affeting a general acquaintance amongtt the rich and 
the powerful. You generally fee him at fome great man’s elbow at 
the theatre, and he is very bufy in laying the cufhion for him. He 
boafts to this day of a letter he received from PERicLEs, to thank 
him for a prefent of olives, and was extremely furprized at not hear- 
ing from his good friend PHorMyio all the laft campaign. He is 
well fkilled in the genealogy of the Athenian families, and has pro- 
mifed we fhall be fupplied with the beft intelligence from Athens 
during our abfence. 


T pleafe myfelf with refle@ting on the different views, which my 
companions and myfelf propofe from this journey. The humane 
PHILEMON is willing to be prefent at a ceremony, which he thinks 
tends to inculcate a refpe&t for the gods, and to remind the different 
people which inhabit Greece of the ties, which ought to unite thofe 
who enjoy one common name, country, and religion. CxinzAs is 
pleafed with the thoughts of extending his acquaintance amongtt the 
learned and ingenious. PuHiLocues flatters himfelf with fuccefs in 
a conteft, that gives a luftre to the viétor’s name for his whole life. 
CHLORUs would be known to every one who difplays a fplendid 
equipage at Olympia. For my own part, all that I aim at is, to 
approve myfelf a faithful fervant to ARTAXERXES, and no ufelefs 
minifter to Perfia, Adieu. , 

P. 
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OrSAMES ¢o CLEANDER. From. Heliopolis. 


s the priefts of gypt are the moft confiderable part of the body 
politick, and hold the chief rank and pre-eminence among the 
people, thou wilt be curious to know what are the different orders 
into which they are diftinguifhed. And as thefe feveral orders are 
more ftridtly kept up according to the ancient eftablifhmeént in the 
college of Heliopolis than in other places, I will endeavour to fatisfy 
thy curiofity. To diftinguith * them according to the different ranks 
they appear in upon publick proceflions and folemnities, I may men- 
tion firft, after the inferior degrees, the chief of the mufick-band, who 
always carries fome mufical inftrument, as an enfign of his office ; 
and in his cuftody are two of the books of HERMEs, one containing 
hymns in honour of the gods, the other rules and precepts for the 
conduct of their kings. Next after this officer is the diviner, who 
carries an horofcope and a palm-branch, the fymbols of aftro- 
logy; and he is required to be thoroughly learned in four of the 
books of HERMES, that treat of that fcience; one, of the order and 
arrangement of the fixed ftars ; a fecond, of the phafes of the moon 
and her conjunétions with the fun; the other two, of the phoeno- 
mena of their rifing. After him comes next in order the facred 
fcribe. He wears wings faftened to his mitra, and carries’ a book 
with a rule, in which is ink, and a reed to write with. His 
province lies in the hieroglyphical knowledge, and he mutt be 
{killed in thofe books that treat of the doctrine of the globe, geo- 


* CLEMENS ALEXANDR, Stromat. lib. vi. 
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graphy, the courfes of the fun and moon, and of the five planets; 
he muft know accurately the pofition of the feveral parts of 
figypt, the nature of the Nile, the lands and diftrias appropriated 
to the priefts, the exact meafure and dimenfions of them, with the 
ufes and fymbolical applications of all the facred inftruments. I may 
reckon next after him the mafter of the facred wardrobe, who car-~ 
ries the rod of juftice before the prophet, and a cup for libations. 
He is thoroughly verfed in all the inftitutes of the Egyptian dif 
cipline, and all the rites of facrifice; and there are ten kinds of 
fervice performed in honour to the gods, under which the whole of 
the Agyptian religion may be comprehended: the chief are facri- 
fices, offerings of firft-fruits, hymns, prayers, proceffions, and pub- 
lick feftivals. Laft goes the prophet, followed by thofe who carry 
the bread of difribution, and he is the head and fupreme over all. 
To him it belongs to interpret the laws of FALERMEs; and he not 
only prefides in all matters of religion, but, according to the ancient 
conftitution, holds a fupreme judicature in all caufes without any 
further appeal, as chief * of that high tribunal of thirty +, which 
was compofed of ten from each of the three principal cities, Thebes, 
Memphis, and Heliopolis. And though his power be limited, fince 
fEgypt became fubject to Perfia, yet his decifions are ftill held infal- 


lible among the Agyptians; as a token of which he wears a faphire {, 


with the image or emblem of truth hung by a golden.chain about 
his neck. The priefts in general are habited in linen §, from a con- 
ceit that woollen garments would defile them. But the prophet 
likewife hath his head fhaven, and wears on his feet flippers of the 
bark of the palm-tree, and carries at his breaft a water-jar, wrapt in 
the folds of his garment ||. The prophet is charged with the diftri- 


*® /ELIAN Var. Hiftor. lib. xiv. c, 34. + Drop. Stcun. lib. i. 
$ Aran. ibid. Dron. Sic, ibid. § Herop. lib. ii. c. 37. 
i] ApuL, Meram. Iib. ii. 
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bution of their revenues. To him belong the ten facerdotal books. 
In thofe books are contained the laws, the doétrines of their mytho- 
logy, and whatever relates to the difcipline of the priefts. Thefe 
are the chief diftin€tions among the priefts of Egypt, or profeffors 
of the Hermaic do@rines. And there are upon the whole two- 
and-forty books of Hermes abfolutely neceffary to. the literati of 
figypt; thirty-fix of which number, containing all the philofophy, 
belong to the forementioned orders; the remaining fix, which are 
phyfical, to the Paftophori, and they treat of the parts and ftruéture- 


of an human body, of difeafes, of inftruments, of medicaments, 


about the eyes, and laftly of women. To the forementioned orders 
may the whole priefthood of Agypt be referred in their different 
ranks and degrees. But the Paftophori and Neocori, or facred Adiles, 
are of a much inferior rank, and to be reckoned among the fubmi- 
niftrant orders, and the purifications required of them are much lefs 
tedious and painful *. This then is that body of men fo famous 
throughout the world, upon whom the original conftitution of their 
country did entirely depend. -Nor have they only governed that 
ftate in civil and religious matters, prefcribing rules to princes, and 
exercifing an abfolute jurifdi€tion over the ations, and I had al- 
moft faid opinions, of their own people; but have fpread their in- 
fluence abroad, and been in league with the law-givers of every later 
ftate. ‘The grand policy of their religious initiations may be thought 
to have greatly promoted their defigns, by means of which they 
could preferve a correfpondence in diftant countries, and be informed 
of whatever was for their purpofe to“know of the fecrets, not only 
of ftates, but of private perfons; thereby the more effectually to 


* CHmREMON apud Porpuyr. de Abftinent. lib.iv. § 8. To wiv war’ aanbsiay giro~ 
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LETTER deceive and furprize thofe who reforted to them. And though they 
LXV. 


t—————_ are lefs confiderable now than they were formerly, yet they will fill 


keep up the fame difguife and artifice of a myfterious fecrecy. There 
is no fet of men feem more to affeG a réclufe and contemplative 
life, or to live more abftraGted from all fecular cares and concern- 


ments. They affe& a fingular precifenefs in all their a@ions, a 
flownefs in their fteps and motions, much gravity in their mien and 


habits, with a fettled countenance, that feldom or ever is changed by 


{miles *. The night they dedicate to the obfervation of the heavenly 
bodies, or to certain ceremonies of purification, which they per- 
form at ftated hours; the day to the worfhip of their gods, whom 


they celebrate both at the fun-rifing, and at noon, and in the after- 
noon, and at the clofe of the evening. The moft general ftudy that 
employs them at other times, is arithmetick and geometry, in which 
iciences they are always labouring to make further difcoveries, and 
inveftigate new truths. And to them it muft be confefled the greatett 
improvements in thofe {ciences have been owing. Neither is there 
any art, of which they do not arrogate to themfelves the firft inven- 
tion. For the moft celebrated philofophers, poets, and law-givers 
of other nations are mentioned in the facred regifters of this college, 
as having refided fometime among them, and fubmitted to the dif- 
cipline of their order. Of the moft eminent they have taken care 
to preferve a ftatue or picture, performed in the tafte of the age 
wherein each illuftrious perfon flourithed. They have feveral un- 
couth figures with the names of Orpueus, Museus, and MELAM- 
PUS, engraven on the ftone; and a DzDALUs, inthe manner of his 
ftatues, faid to be his own work. Among the reft is the Spartan 
Lycurcus, and the Athenian SOLON, PyrHacoras of Samos, 
and the immortal Homer, who in his defcription of the infernal 
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regions, which fable OrpHEUS introduced into the religious dotrines LETTER 


and myfteries of Greece, plainly alludes to this place and the ad- V--—— 


joining territories. 


I fhould obferve, that the priefts truft not their own memory to 
written regifters, any more than that of other famous men. At 
Thebes I was fhewn a fingle pedigree *, which entirely filled a large 
temple, deduced from father to fon through more than 300 genera- 
tions, and every fucceflion in it reprefented by a colofs of wood 
dreffed in the habit of the time when each Piromi, as they called 
them, or worthy, lived. To this pedigree not a few of the prefent 
race lay claim, and I think it is carried up to the fons of the Diof- 
curi. For as they boaft that their mythology, with all their learn- 
ing, was received from the firft Thoth, or MERcurRY, they likewife 
celebrate with a particular reverence the memory of an ancient order, 
called the Cabiri, who were his counfellors and fecretaries, and af- 
fifted in eftablifhing that mythology, and the myfteries of a falfe re- 
ligion, which from Agypt and Phoenicia were propagated into 
Greece by them or their immediate defcendants. They were eight 
brethren, fons of Sypyc, a contemporary of Curonus, of whom 
IosoRTHRUS or /ESCULAPIUS was one, and they were the fame 
with the Corybantes and the Diofcuri: of the Greeks: and their 
worfhip with certain myfteries was very early eftablifhed in Samo- 
thrace, Imbrus, and other ifles of the Agean fea, The Cabiri had 
a temple at Memphis +, which was inacceflible to any except the 
priefts. But CampysEs, when he ravaged the other temples of 
Egypt, entered into this, and fcoffing at their images, which were 
deformed like that of Vuican, fet fire to it. Mercury was the 
firft author of a celeftial fyftem of the world, and by him and the 


* Heron. Euterp: 143. + Heron. lib. iil. ¢. 37. 
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eve Cabiri the hero gods began firft to be confecrated into fidereal 
Lye divinities ; and the priefts {fcruple not to declare, that they had the 


bodies of thofe gods embalmed and depofited among them *, and 
that they worfhipped the relicks of their bodies here on earth, while 
their fouls fhone as ftars in heaven. Thus Osiris firft was 
worfhipped as the fun, though his relicks were confecrated in the 
myfteries of Isis, and his tomb fhewn at Nyfa in Arabia. And 
though he be acknowledged as a divinity in his own name, yet the 
priefts intimate, that he ftill receives divine honours in the worthip 
of that luminary, to which the famous temple of HELIOPOLIS is 


_ dedicated. And indeed the name of Osiris fignifies in their lan- 


guage a thing with many eyes }, with allufion to the fun, that darts 
its rays into every corner, and as it were furveys the whole earth. 
In the temple there is a throne of opal, which dazzles with an in- 
expreflible brightnefs when the rays ftrike upon it. But there is 
no ftatue for the fun{; and the priefts fay, they make no image 
for the {un and moon in their temples, becaufe every man fees them 
daily in the heavens. Yet in the proceffion that is made for con- 
fulting the oracle of that god, a jointed ftatue of him is carried, 
which gives its anfwers by motions §. In this ceremony the priefts 
are attended by the principal perfons of the country. They fhave 
their heads, and obferve a long continence before it begins. The 
pillars throughout the temple are of the Pyrite ftone, the roof of 
gold and ivory, but diverfified with inimitable art |. "Fhe doors 
are of filver ]; round the fides are figured the twelve figns of the 
year, under the emblems of Agyptian deities. ‘Within the pre- 
cincts of this famous temple is a ftupendous obelifk dedicated to the 
fun by RAMEssEs, one of their ancient kings, or rather intended 
* Prurarcn. de Isip, & Osrrive. + Diop. Sic. lib. i. c. 1. 


$ Luctan de Ded Syria. § Macros, Saturn. lib. ie c. 23. 
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for a monument to perpetuate his own honour. The height of it LETTER 
is ninety-nine feet, and each of the fides four cubits. Every fide is ey 


divided into three rows with hieroglyphical figures and infcriptions. 
RAMESsSES is intitled upon it, Lord of the world, guardian of Agypt, 
and congueror of foreign nations, with many other glorious characters, 
that fet him forth as a perfon highly favoured by the gods, and 
nearly related to them, as it was cuftomary from the earlieft times to 
flatter their kings with a divine original, CamBysks, when he 
attacked this city, and had fet fire to the buildings, before it reached 
the obelifk, out of a particular veneration for that magnificent pile, 


ordered the Hames to be extinguithed. Adieu. 
L. 
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CLEANDER to Hypasprs. from Megara. 


WAN I imagined thy curiofity will be excited to know the particulars 

of our Olympic expedition, I fhall write a regular account of 
what occurs moft remarkable during the courfe of it; and I defire 
thou wilt communicate a copy of this letter to the chief {cribe. 


In the morning, before we began our journey, PHILEMON, who 
ftriétly adheres, not only to the effentials of religion, but to every 
point of decency which an exact obfervance of the ceremonial part 
requires, invited us to partake in a facrifice to Mercury and 
Hecate, the gods protectors of travellers, at his houfe. When 
that was finifhed we fet out, and leaving the city at the weftern 
gate, foon ftruck into the road which leads to Eleufis. The country 
about Athens wears at prefent a very difagreeable afpeadt, from the 
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LETTER frequent incurfions of the Peloponnefian army. The Demoi or vil- 
LXVI. 


L———s lages, the habitations of the tribes before they were united by 


oe 


THESEUS, are moft of them in ruins; the lands lie uncultivated, 
and the labourers are difperfed. PHILEMON, as we paffed along, 
frequently deplored in tears the calamities of war, and fometimes. 


Sener nn eanER Serena, 


pointed out to us, with a pious regard, a grove or fountain facred to 


fome local deity, or the fepulchre of an old hero, that invites tra- 
vellers to ftop, and pay a fhort veneration. The traditions of the 
country relating to thefe ancient monuments, though they are inte-. 


refting to a Grecian, whom they remind of fome religious. inftitu- 
tion, or remarkable fa& in his own hiftory, would afford but little, 
entertainment to a ftranger; and therefore I fhall only mention fuch 
as are particularly remarkable. On one fide of the way is a tomb 
erected to the herald ANTHEMOcRITUS, killed (as the Athenians 
affirm) by the Megareans, to whom he was fent on an embafly juft 
before the breaking out of this war. A little further you meet with 
an altar to ZEPHYRUs, and a ruftic temple to CERES, in memory of 
her wanderings in fearch of PROSERPINE. On the other fide of the 
river Cephiflus you may obferve an altar to JuprTER the placable, 
where THESEUS is faid to have expiated himfelf after the murder of 
the robber Srnis, his relation, Eleufis is a fmall town, celebrated 
for the myfteries performed there to the honour of Crrzs and Pro- 
SERPINE. As it is lawful for none but the initiated to enter into 
the temple and myftick cell, which they tell you 1s capable of hold- 
ing as many people as a theatre, I can give no account of the infide. 
The front is fumptuous, and adorned with a large portico of Doric 
pillars. ‘The country people fhewed us here the threfhing-floor of 
TR1PTOLEMus the fon of Cerzs, and a field where the firlt crop. 
ever fown in Greece fprung up. In memory of fo fignal an event, 
fome barley out of this very field is made into cakes, and ufed in the 
myfterious facrifices. The town itfelf receives its name from 
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Exeusis, the fon of Mercury and a fea nymph, and came into LETTER 
the Athenian poffeflion in the reign of ERECTHEUS, upon con- ——~—~ 


dition that the family of Eumoxpus, then prieft of Ceres, fhould 
enjoy the privilege for ever of prefiding at the myfteries. - After 
leaving Eleufis we foon entered the territory of Megara, which for- 
merly belonged to the Athenians, but in the time of CoDRus the 
Peloponnefians ‘expelled them, and peopled Megara with a Corin- 


thian colony. As one of the pretended caufes of the war is the fe- 
vere decree made at the motion of PERICLEs againft the Megareans, 


which the Lacedemonians demanded to have repealed, the people of 
this place are extremely incenfed againft the Athenians, who in re- 
turn have added a claufe to their generals’ oath, that they fhall an- 
nually invade Megara. Notwithftanding this enmity between the 
two republicks is carried to fo vaft a height, we find a very hofpi- 
table reception at the houfe of a friend of Crrnias, and have {pent 
two days in furveying the temples, and other publick ftru@ures of 
the place. The city ftands on a hill, the ftreets are fpacious, and 
adorned with fome buildings of note. Not far from the gate where 
we entered, is a temple dedicated to D1aANA SospPiT A, or the Saviour, 
upon an extraordinary occafion. Whilft Marponius lay encamped 
at Thebes, a party of his troops, that had wafted the country round 
Megara, being upon their retreat, loft their way in the dark ; and 
either confounded by their fears, or, as the inhabitants report, mif- 
led by a delufion from the goddefs, imagined that they faw a band 
of enemies drawn up againft them: wunder this miftake they dif- 
charged their javelins at the neighbouring rocks, which returned a 
found like the groans of dying men. They continued this fanciful 
fight till day-break. When they had wafted their weapons, a real 
one enfued ; for in this unarmed condition they were attacked, and 
eafily routed by the Megareans, Hard by is a grove and. temple 


facred to JupireR. ‘The ftatue of that god, begun by T’nEoco- 
SIMUS: 
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simus of Megara, affifted by Puip1as, is left unfinifhed, becaufe 
the publick revenues and the eftates of private perfons are fo ex- 
haufted by the continuance of the war, that they are not able to 
fupport the expence of it. The citadel, which takes in a large fpace 
of ground, contains feveral publick buildings; as the monument of 
ALCMENA the mother of HERcursEs, that of Hippozitra the 
Amazon, and of Trerzeus the hufband of Procne. Here ftand 
likewife the Prytaneum, and a temple of Apotio. In the forum is 
the tomb of CHorRoEBUs, an ancient hero, who killed a dreadful 
monfter called the Poena, that was fent by APOLLO to ravage Ar- 
golis. ‘The ftory is told in verfe upon the monument, and the bas- 
relief, reprefenting the fight between CHororsus and the Poena, is 
efteemed the moft ancient piece of fculpture in Greece. I have 
been down at Nifza, their port and arfenal; it ftands lower than the 
town, and is well furnifhed with naval ftores. A trireme is jutt 
come in with advice, that the Athenian fleet is failed with a fair 


~ wind for Lefbos. We thall {tay here a day more, and then pro- 


ceed for Corinth, which is our next {tage: from thence I fhall write 
to the chief fcribe, as the cuftoms and antiquities of that city will 
afford ample materials for the obfervation of inquifitive travellers, 


I cannot give thee a better idea of the humanity and politenefs, 
for which the Grecians are fo famous, than by concluding with an 
account of the manner in which ftrangers of any diftinétion are re- 
ceived in the towns through which they pafs. The perfon who en- 
tertains meets his company at the door of his houfe, and conduéts 
them into the hall, where he prefents them with bread, wine, and falt, 
which is confidered as a facrifice or libation to JuPITER XENIOS, 
or the Hofpitable. 'Then they refrefh themfelves after the fatigues 
of the journey by bathing, which is followed by fupper, accom- 
panied with mufick, or the enlivening poetry of fome wandering 

Aoidos, 
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Aoidos, or bard. It is cuftomary at parting for the hoft and his 1 TTER 
guefts to interchange fome little prefents, to divide a piece of money Wemmnnd 
or ivory, as a pledge of eternal friendfhip. So inviolably are the 

rites of hofpitality preferved, that war itfelf does not deftroy them. 

The Greeks, potent fatrap, cannot be fufficiently commended for 

paying this ftriad regard to thofe common ties that diftinguifh man- 

kind from the brutes, and which are agreeable to the pra¢tice of the 

remoteft ages, as well as to the condition of our nature. Adieu. 
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CLEANDER ¢o HypAspes. From Corinth. 


| Ww have been arrived at Corinth fome days, which is efteemed 
| one of the richeft, largeft, and moft beautiful cities in Greece- 


Its fituation, thou muft have heard, is very extraordinary. It ftands 


upon a neck of land about five miles over, which joins Peloponnefus 
to the reft of Greece. » This ifthmus lies between the two bays, the 
Criffaan and the Saronic, the one formed by the Ionian, the other 
by the Agean fea. Upon each of thefe bays the Corinthians have 
an harbour, one called Lecheum, and the other Cenchrex. The 
latter is the moft confiderable. Here ftands likewife a temple to 
NEPTUNE, where the ftatues of the victors at the [fthmian games 
are erected ; a theatre, and a ftadium. The approach ta the town 
through a grove of cyprefs trees is very pleafant. The buildings 
are moft of them elegant and fpacious, and, as well as the ftatues 
and pictures, finifhed by the beft mafters; for this place, amongft 
other advantages, is celebrated for producing eminent artifts in archi- 
tecture, painting, and fculpture. By the favour of CuyLon, one of 

, the 
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LETTER the magiftrates, at whofe houfe we are lodged, I have furveyed all 
aa the curiofities of Corinth, and fhall give thée-an account of the moft 


remarkable. Several of their publick edifices ftand round the forum. 


00.500, tee, 


In the middle is a ftatue of MINERVA, with the mufes carved on 
the bafe of the pedeftal. Next to this is an aquedu& adorned with 
a brazen NEPTUNE, at whofe feet lies a dolphin, that fpouts out 
water. On each fide arife the fuperb temples of Venus, ForTUNE, 
and one dedicated ‘to all the gods. ‘The fountain of Priene lies at 


the foot of the craggy mountain Acrocorinthus: it is fo named from 
the nymph PRIENE, who lamented the death of her daughter, killed 
accidentally at the chace by Diana, with fuch torrents of tears, 


that fhe was turned into a f{pring. The water is remarkable for the 
{weetnefs of its. tafte. The fountain is adorned with white marble, 
a ftatue of APoLLo, and a bas-relief reprefenting the fight between 
Uxysses and the fuitors. 


The citadel is built upon the top of Acrocorinthus ; and is reckoned, 
both by the natural fituation of the place, and the advantages it has 
received from art, impregnable. From hence you have the fineft 
profpe& imaginable of the Ionian. and Agean feas. © Whilft we 
were viewing the citadel, we faw three Corinthian gallies engaged 
with as many Athenian; the latter feemed to be: fuperior, till two 
more failing from Cenchrea to join their countrymen, they were 
obliged to bear away before the reinforcement came up.: The ‘bathis 
at Corinth are magnificent, particularly thofe of NEPTUNE; at:the 
entrance are two ftatues of the god leaning on an anchor, and 
Drawa in an hunting drefs. The aqueducts and fountains are nu- 
merous, and give a coolnefs to the city in the greateft’ heats of 
fummer.. One, called the fountain of Lerna, is furrounded with 
rows of trees, and fupported by marble columns,: and there are-feats 
round it, covered with tapeftry. Its neighbourhood to the gymna- 
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fium and mufick theatre render it the moft frequented of any in ee 
the city. They boaft here of feveral pieces of the {eulptor D&- Ge ——et 
DALUS, which, though rough and unpolifhed, thew a fire and fpirit 


that fupply the want of corre€tnefs. 


The Corinthians are much inclined to eafe and diverfion; the 
mafculine fimplicity of Sparta is unknown to them, neither do they 
cultivate learning like the Athenians. Venus is the goddefs whom 
they adore moft fervently ; their ftreets are crowded with her temples, 
and almoft every day in the kalendar is marked by fome feftival to 
her honour. The hofpitality, which ‘fo particularly diftinguifhes 
the Greeks, prevails here in the fame degree that it does every where 
elfe. Our quality of enemies does not hinder us from being re- 
ceived with the politenefs of neighbours and friends; and thou - 
mayeft imagine there are no {mall numbers of Athenians, who take 
this place in their way to Olympia. I have found no difficulty in 
prevailing with my company to ftay here fome days longer. I pro- 
pofe by it to gain time for making a difpatch to the chief feribe.. 
My delay proceeds likewife from a more private motive: Hyppras 
fends we word, that he will join our Olympic party from Ephefus 
in a few days. We fhall afterwards proceed direQly through Ar- 
golis, Achaia, and Elis, to the games. I kifs thy robe, noble fatrap, 
and bid thee adieu, wifhing thou mayeft find the fame entertainment 


in my letters that I receive from the circumftances which occafion 
them. 
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L.E.T .T Ear LXVULI. 


CLEANDER ¢o GoOBRYAS. JS yvom Corinth. ° 


"pe city where I now am, potent lord, hath undergone feveral 

revolutions in its government... From a little obfcure town 
called Ephyra, it was raifed into a kingdom by Sisypuus, whofe. 
pofterity reigned over it near two hundred years. ‘They were dif- 


_ poffefled by the Heraclidx, or defcendants of HErcuLEs; and thefe 


in their turn gave way to the Bacchidz, a noble Corinthian family, 
which took the adminiftration of affairs into their hands, and elected 
an annual magiftrate out of their own body, whom they called the. 
Prytanis. During their government, the Corinthians planted the two 
famous colonies of Syracufe and Corcyra, which are both grown to. 
fuch a height of power and wealth, as to have no fort of dependance. 
on their mother city. Thou knoweft, that the quarrels of the latter 
with Corinth, relating to Epidamnus, were the firft {parks that fet 
Greece ina flame. Cypsrexus the fon of Laspa, of the race of 
the Bacchidez, who for her deformity had been married out of it, 
fulfilled the Delphic oracle, by diffolving this ariftocracy, and ufurp- 
ing the throne. Through the mildnefs of his temper, and the po- 
pularity of his behaviour, he reigned quietly thirty years, and left, 
the crown at his death to his fon PERIANDER. ‘The Corinthians 
ftill retain the utmaft abhorrence for the memory of this tyrant. His 
fear of the people made him always keep a ftrong guard about his 
perfon, and take off the heads of the moft eminent citizens. Nor 
was his cruelty confined to the publick; it exerted itfelf equally in 


private life. He put his wife MELIssa to death at the inftigation 
of 
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of his concubines, and banithed his fon LycopuHron to Corcyra, te 
for refenting the ill-treatment of his mother. PERIANDER after- UH—~—_e! 
wards fent for him to fettle the fucceflion upon him; but the Cor- 
cyreans, apprehenfive that the old tyrant would come and reign over 
them, prevented it by killing the young prince. This news fo 
afflicted the father, that he died for grief at the age of fourfcore. 
‘The Corinthians took hold of fo favourable an opportunity to re- 
fume their liberties, and eftablifhed a government, which is a mix- 
ture of ariftocracy and democracy. The fenate is perpetual, and 
chofen out of a certain number of the moft ancient families; but 


the affemblies of the people have a large fhare of power. 


The fituation and naval force of Corinth render it one of the moft 
confiderable ftates in Greece. By the former they command the 
Ionian and /Egean feas, and poflefs the only pafs of communication 
between Peloponnefus and the continent; for which reafon the 
citadel, or Acrocorinthus, is ufually called the Eye, and the city the 
Fetter, of Greece. Had XERXES, after forcing the ftraits of Ther- 
mopyle, marched directly to the Ifthmus, before the united forces 
of Greece were aflembled there, and the fortifications completed, 
which were raifed to defend the country, he muft have made him- 
felf mafter of Corinth, and would then have had two fine harbours 
for his fhips to lie in, and a fecure retreat for his land army. Had 
he even loft a battle, he might have waited here for reinforcements ; 
nor would the lord of millions have been reduced to the neceflity of 
croffing the Hellefpont in a fifhing-boat. Suffer not, illuftrious 
fatrap, the misfortunes of our anceftors to difcourage thofe who 
fucceed them; let them rather ferve to improve their condud. 
When Perfia would revenge the fhame which fhe fuffered at Salamis, 
this fhould be her firft enterprize; and to tender the fuccefs more 
affured, I fend plans of the citadel, and the entrance into the ports of 

LL 2 | Lecheum, 
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os R Lechezum and Cenchrea, which with great difficulty I have obtained. 


bomyeeed The Corinthian fleet is at prefent the moft confiderable in Greece, 
next to the Athenian, They fitted out twenty-five gallies againft 
XERXES, made an equipment of fixty in the war with Corcyra, and 
engaged PHORM1O laft year with feventy fail. 


a 


— 


I tranfmit to thee inclofed the intelligence which our laft letters 
brought from Athens, by which thou mayeft perceive the ftate of 
affairs there fince my departure; and when I write from Olympia, 
I fhall ufe the fame method. Fareweél. 


——————— 


Lxtrad of a Letter from Athens. 


a 


A trireme is arrived from CLIPPIDES, with advice, that upon his 
arrival before Mitylene, he found the inhabitants apprifed of his ex- 
pedition, and that they had deferred their annual folemnity ; that 
they utterly refufed to comply with his demands, and had even 
attempted to furprize fome of his thips, which by ftrefs of weather 
were feparated from the reft, but were foon repulfed. As he ap- 
prehended he had not ftrength to reduce the ifland, he had complied 


with their offer of making a fufpenfion of arms, and fending over 
deputies to Athens, é 


Extra of another Letter. 


The deputies of Lefbos are juft upon their departure, without 
fuccefs. We fufpect that they only came to gain time, fince we have 
certain information that their ambafladors are on their way to the 
general aflembly of the allies at Olympia. We are preparing a re- 
inforcement of twenty gallies for CLIPPIDEs, and hear that ten from 


Corcyra have joined him; fo that the port of Mitylene is entirely 
blocked up.. 
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EciR LG ciyiheiRienie RIX: 


CLEANDER fo HypaAspes. From Olympia. 


A s I am willing to hope that my correfpondence is not dilagree- LETTER 
LXIX. 


able, I fhall proceed ta lay before thee fome farther particulars. W—~—_» 


of my Olympick expedition. The firft town of note we arrived at, 
after leaving Corinth, was Sicyon, a large and flourithing city, for- 
merly governed by kings, but now a republican ftate. From thence 
we crofled the river Afopus, and proceeded through the delightful 


_ plains of Arcadia, and the territory of Elis, to Olympia. We have- 


found fufficient employment fince our arrival, in viewing the anti- 
quities and curiofitics of the place, particularly the temple of Jupi- 
TER OLyMpius, the grove called Altis, wherein it is built, and the 
plain of Pelops. The architect of this temple was. Lrso. the Elean. 
It is covered on the roof with marble cut in the form.of tiles, and 
the fhell of the ftructure is white ftone; on the top of the pediment 
is a ftatue, Victory holding a golden buckler, engraven with Me-~ 
dufa’s head; a prefent of the Lacedemonians and Argives after the 
battle of Tanagra, to the Athenians. The pediment of *the prin- 
cipal front is adorned with {culpture, reprefenting the ftory of Pz- 
LOPS winning the caughter of OENomAUS king of Elis, at the cha- 
riot courfe. It is faid to be the work of a native of Mendez, a city 
in Thrace. In the pediment of the back front, is the battle of the 
Centaurs and the Lapithe, executed by ALCAMENES, a celebrated 
Athenian fculptor. Two brazen gates afford a {pacious entrance into 
the body of the temple, and two ranges of columns, fupporting two 
galleries raifed to a very confiderable height, lead up to the throne 
of JupiTeR. The eyes of every {pectator muft he immediately 
{truck 
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LETTER ftruck with the flatue of that deity at the upper end, which the 
Exe 


Lomn—meed nearer it is approached the more it excites admiration. ‘This ftatue 


is univerfally efteemed the mafter-piece of PH1p1As, who took his 
idea of it from a fublime defcription in Homer of that god. The 


——— 


materials are gold and ivory. The image has on its head a crown 
of gold refembling the branches of an olive tree. In his right hand 


ke 


he holds a Vitory, formed of gold and ivory ; in his left a {ceptre, 
exquifitely polifhed, inlaid with a variety of metals, and furmounted 
with an eagle. The mantle is gold, embroidered with various ani- 
mals and flowers. There is a ferene majefty in the look, which at 
once creates love and veneration, and puts one in mind of HomER’s 
epithet for him, The father of gods and men. The throne is anfwer- 
able to the magnificence of the deity who fills it. It is embellithed 
on all fides with different ornaments. At the four corners of the 
throne are feen the graces and hours ina circling dance; at the bot- 
fom are two lions, one of which holds a thield in his paw, whereon 
is fculptured the battle of Tuzsrus and the Amazons. Befcre all 
thefe, is raifed an enclofure breaft-high, where the pencil of PAanz- 
Nus has exerted itfelf in painting fuch fubje@ts as may have a proper 
effe& to animate thofe fpe€tators who intend to enter the lifts. 
There is HERcULEs relieving PROMETHEUS; the fame hero fup- 
porting the globe, in the room of AtLas. The prieft. who accom- 
panied us, told us, that PuipiAs, after he had finithed the {tatue, 
having begged of JuprreR to give him fome token that his work- 
manfhip had not difpleafed him, immediately the pavement near 
him was ftruck with lightning; and in memory of the miracle, a 
brazen urn was placed over the {fpot. I could not help looking at a 
row of pillars in the fanctuary, which are hung round with tablets 
of treaties between the Grecian ftates, depofited, as it were, under 
the guardianthip of JuPITER. But their reverence to the fupreme 
deity is not fo powerful an incitement to preferve the articles of them 


| AS aan 


inviolate, 


ATHENIAN LETTERS. 263 


inviolate, as their intereft or refentment is to induce them to infringe LE sit 
them. Our company was with difficulty drawn away from VIC WINS Cm ee) 
thefe wonderful performances, which do fo much honour to the 

Grecian mafters, to walk over the reft of the temple, and particu 

larly to furvey that noble colle@tion of prefents and offerings, which 

are made either by victors at the games, to thew their gratitude, or 

by princes and foreign ftates, to teftify their veneration to the god. 

There are laid up in the facred treafury, vafes emboffed with gold, 

robes {tiff with embroidery and gems, ftatues and pictures, which 

not only dazzle, but fatigue the fight. You fee particularly a chariot 

and four brazen. horfes, fent by Cynisca, daughter of ARCHIDA- 

mus king of Sparta, the firft perfon of her fex who won the chariot- 

prize at Olympia. 


When we had fatisfied our curiofity within the temple, we were 
led out of a gate in the northern fide into the Pelopion, or plain of 
Pelops, which is planted with rows of trees, interfperfed with innu- 
merable altars and ftatues of divinities and heroes. ‘The Pelopion 
and Altis inclofe above fixty of the former alone, confecrated to the 
different deities of Greece. Near the gate ftands an altar to Olym- 
pian JUPITER, of a very fingular ftructure ; for it is wholly built out 
of afhes from the thighs of the facrificed viGims. Several {teps 
lead to the top; the firft half are ftone, the others are made of a 
cement of afhes, mixed with water from the river Alpheus, which 
runs by Olympia round the walls of the Altis. And in the neigh- 
bourhood of it are erected the ftatues of the moft renowned amongit 
thofe who have gained prizes at the games, with infcriptions figni~ 
fying the number of crowns they have won, and fometimes that 
they were the firft who conquered at fuch an exercife. Here is one 
of the famous Mito of Crotona, who, after winning fix prizes at 
Olympia, and as many at Delphi, is come, though advanced in years, 
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LETTER to put in his claim for the thirteenth victory, A little way out of 
cl : e 2 : ‘ 
L—myeeet the town, near the mountain Cronius, are monuments to the eternal 


a 


infamy of fuch as either by fraud or corruption have obtained the 
prize; and the expences are defrayed out of the fines fet upon them. 
An infcription on the ftatue of one Eupoxus records, that he had 
bribed three of his competitors at wreftling, and was the firft who 


had tamted the fandtity of the games. It concludes with an admo- 
nition, that the Olympic palm was not to be acquired by money, 
but addrefs and vigour alone. I fhall juft mention the temple of 
Juno, which ftands north of the Pelopion, whofe fplendor and 
“magnificence is far eclipfed by that of the thunderer. ‘Fhe fta- 
tues are many of them in the old tafte. ‘The greateft rarity is a 
coffer, prefented by CypsExus tyrant of Corinth, which would 
take up a letter to defcribe fully: the fides are ornamented in the 
richeft manner with painting and bas-reliefs, that include the moft 
remarkable fubjeéts in the fabulous hiftory of Greece. ‘In the way 
leading to the Prytaneum is a ftatue of JuPITER, ereéted at the joint 
coft of the Grecian ftates that fought againft Marpontus at Pla- 
txa. The names of them, beginning with the Lacedemonians, fol- 
lowed by the Athenians and the reft in order, are engraved on the 
bafis of the pedeftal. 


et teem ete eet sett pe I 


I can aflure thee, potent lord, that nothing I have yet feen in 
Greece or Afia equals in any degree the magnificence and elegance 
that appear in the ftru€tures here. One may fay, that architeCture, 
painting, and fculpture, have not only united their utmoft efforts, 
but even exhaufted the fecrets of their arts, to render Olympia 
worthy its tutelar deity, and the games exhibited to his honour. I 
have neither memory nor leifure to relate the tenth part of the va-~ 
rious entertainment which this place affords me ; and from what I 
have already faid, thou wilt not wonder that every fifth year renders 

it 
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it the univerfal refort both of natives and foreigners. I cannot con- Ue es 
clude more properly, than by laying before thee the beft account I Wy-jp—_eed 
am able to colle& upon the fpot, of the origin and alterations which 
have happened in thefe ancient and celebrated games. There are 
two {tories equally prevalent in the country relating to their firft 
inftitution; the one afcribes it to the Curetes, JUPITER’s tutors; 
the other to the god himfelf, after the defeat of the Titans. They 
{uffered afterwards long interruptions, and were feverally renewed 
by HeERcuLeEs, and PeLrops, when he had won HIIPPODAMIA, 
the daughter of O:NoMAUs, at a chariot-race. ‘This part of their 
hiftory is fabulous and uncertain ; but I think all agree that they 
were eftablifhed on their prefent footing by Ipuitus, a defcendant 
of Oxytus, king of Elis, about four hundred and eight years after 
the taking of Troy. It was at that period they took a regular form ; 
then gymnafiums and places of exercife were fet up, and direétors 
of the games, or Hellanodice, appointed. Thofe officers are now 
nine in number, chofen by lot from amongft the principal inhabit- 
ants of Elis, whofe territory is declared facred, and thofe accounted 
impious and facrilegious who invade it. From enjoying thefe ho- 
nours and immunities, Elis is become one of the beft peopled ftates 
in Greece. Every one, of what nation or quality foever, who in- 


tends to be a competitor in the games, is obliged to prefent himfelf 
before the magiftrates in the Prytaneum, and take an oath at the altar 
of JuPITER there, that he had for the ten preceding months per- 
formed a kind of novitiate in the exercifes, which he propofes to 
appear in at the games; and that he would ftriatly adhere to the 
terms prefcribed for each exercife. Then a herald with a loud voice 
demands, if no one prefent can accufe the candidate of any crime 
or mifdemeanor, which renders him unworthy to contend for the 
crown of olive. If no objeétions are made, the name of the per- 
fon is enrolled in a publick regifter, and himfelf difmiffed till the day 

VOL. I. MM of 
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LETTER of trial, The wreftlers are divided inte two claffes, that of children, 
LXIX. 


L————J and that of men; the former are admitted from the age of twelve 
to feventeen. Women are not allowed, under pain of death, to be 
prefent at any part of the folemnity. 


—— 


As the games, which are always fixed for the full moon in Ekatom- 
beon, will begin in a few days, thou mayeft expe& that this letter 


will foon be followed by another, containing a full account of the 
whole reprefentation. Farewel. 


— 
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HypDaAspes Zo CLEANDER, 


a 


I cAN no longer contain myfelf, CLEANDER, 
thanks for thofe agreeable letters 
journey to Olympia. 


from returning my 
I have received from thee on thy 
[value thy friendthip above all I have con- 
tracted, fince it is fo far from cooling in a foreign climate, 
grows warmer in abfence, and perpetual 
country and acquaintance, amidft a v 
gage thy attention. 


that it 
y turns thee back to thy 
ariety of new objeés to en- 


I imagine ere this time thou art informed of Sacas’s confpiracy 
by the noble Gozsrtas, and the feveral fteps which have been al- 
ready taken in that affair. The queen-mother and the fair Da- 
mafcan having found the king inexorable to their prayers in fa- 
vour of the criminal, at laft withdrew their interceffion. Nothing 
then remained but to put the fentence of the fupreme council in 
execution: however, it was fir thought proper that he fhould be 


privately 
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privately examined before MzGasyzus and the chief fcribe. Upon ates 
that occafion, I am told, difcoveries of importance were extorted Co-—od 
from him by the rack; and that he has accufed many of the fatraps 
of Media, who were involved in the fame guilt. This report is a 
good deal confirmed by the exprefs, who went lately into that pro- 
vince with orders from our potent monarch, that PANDATES, 
Mrnpus, and Oxyatrures, three Median lords, fhould repair to 
Babylon without delay. He brings word, that the latter is fled, and 
that his two accomplices, not fufpeCting the danger, are fecured by 
a {trong guard. GosryaAs is much bufied in watching the intrigues 
of thofe, who are endeavouring to trace out from what quarter 
thefe horrid practices were laid open. A few days fince the perfidious 
eunuch received the juft reward of his treafons, and was boated, 
according. to the fevere penalties inflicted on traitors by the law of 
Perfia. The hunting feat, that belonged to him in the foreft of 
Nifa, and all his riches, are confifcated to the king’s ufe, which are 
valued at more than an hundred thoufand darics. I have myfelf 
fome defign of applying for a grant of the former, as it will be a 
very convenient recefs for me, wheneyer a change in the mini- 
ftry, the death of my royal mafter, or the infirmities of old age, 
oblige me to leave the toilfome attendance of a court-life. 


PyrAcMON the Lacedemonian agent is gone back to Sparta, with- 
out an audience of leave. For as he has never appeared regularly 
in the character of a publick minifter during his ftay here, by reafon 
of his obftinate refufal to comply with the ceremony of proftration 
at his arrival, it was impoffible for me to admit him into the king’s 


prefence. At the fame time that the ruling magiftrates in Lacedzemon 
- have recalled PyRacmon, they have fent us another in his room, 
whofe name is NICANDER. From the judgment I have been able 
to form of him, he is as ftrange a creature-as his countryman, and 
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is pofleffed of all the uncouthnefs and indelicacy, which feem in- 
i—— herent in every member of that military republick. As foon as 


he came within the walls of the palace, he defired to be prefented to 
ARTAXERXES as a commiflioner from Thebes, that he might avoid 


—— 


going through the forms of an audience in the quality of a Lace- 
dzmonian ; and being afked, if he had brought any powers from 
that {tate to treat with the Great King; he replied, Yes, but that his 
inftructions were more confiderable from his native city. I was 
ordered, by the minifters of our fublime court to tell him, that this 
was regarded as a trifling evafion of the homage paid to our fove- 
reign by the minifters of every ftate; and that though he intended 
it to preferve (as he proudly thought) the dignity of a Spartan, yet 
fuch mean and fhifting arts were much below the character of po- 
litenefs, which the Greeks affumed to themfelves; and he muft 
confent to be received as an Embaflador from Lacedzmon, or not at 
all. ‘The delivery of this meflage had its due weight; and in a 
furly manner he fubmitted. But I obferved, when I condu&ted him 
into the royal chamber, agreeably to the ufual ceremony, he dropped 
a ring, which he wore upon his finger, and in {tooping to recover 
it, made an aukward reverence to our monarch. I faw immedj- 
ately, by the refentment which fparkled in the king’s eyes, that 
this behaviour gave offence, and the conference was fhort ; but that 
wife counfellor Mecazyzus has advifed him to fuffer reafons of 
policy to fuperfede the motions of anger. 


To give thee a further infight into the manners of the man, I 
muft tell thee of a circumftance, which will excite thy laughter ; 
that in all his converfations with GosryAs he difdains the offered 
civility of that courteous minifter, by throwing his body on the 
floor of the apartment, where they meet together, inftead of refting 
himfelf upon the fofa of {tate. It was intimated to me-one day, 
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that it would be proper to invite NICANDER to an entertainment ee 
of dancing and mufick, which was ordered that evening in the W—+—~ 
magnificent hall of Darius. I took InTAPHERNES along with 
me, and we went about noon to wait upon NICANDER. We were 
introduced to him without any form, and found him dining alone 
very heartily on a mefs of the famous black broth, which I con- 
jecture from the coarfe appearance of it muft be a deteftable repaft 
to any but a Lacedemonian ftomach. The perfon who attended 
him, was an Helot flave, whom he had brought along with him 
to Babylon, becaufe of his happy talent in preparing it. He re- 
ceived my invitation very coldly, and anfwered me with rough- 
nefs, declaring, that he came upon a matter of bufinefs, not a 
party of pleafure. We left him with a contempt for the narrow- 
nefs of his temper, and a thorough perfuafion of his incapacity 


to ferve in foreign negotiations. 


CRATIPPUS, the fophift of Rhodes, who has been employed for 
fome time in Gosryas’s office, informed me yefterday under the 
feal of fecrecy, that he was going upon a private expedition to 
Sparta; and that he fhould be very glad to maintain a corre- 
fpondence with one, whom he had fo high an opinion of as your- 
felf. He faid, although that city was at a confiderable diftance 
from Athens, yet, as he fancied you and he fhould be almoft the 
only well-wifhers to the kimg of Perfia in the territories of Greece, 
he would certainly find a method of communicating his thoughts 
to you frequently and without referve. I congratulate thee, Cir- 
ANDER, on being joint-labourer with a perfon of CRATIPPUS’s 
uncommon parts and learning. He is a man of fuch dexterity 
and addrefs, that whether he converfes with the fuperttitious 
fEgyptians, or the effeminate lonians, whether he conforms to the 
fimplicity of the Perfians, or the fplendor of the Medes, he is 

equally 
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ET ATS equally cheerful and agreeable. In a word, he feems defigned by 


t—-~———J_ nature for a citizen of the world; and I dare fay, will be as much 
pleafed with the water-crefles and brown loaves of Sparta, as with 
all the rich wines and luxury of Afia. Such a chara@er as this, 


which I defcribe to thee, can only be the refult of good fenfe and a 
fuperior underftanding. 


I hope thou and I, my friend, fhall never know, what it is to 
be like the defpicable NrcanpeEr, but rather imitate the rational 
turn of CRATiPpuS. The manners of various nations are generally 
as different as their political interefts ; and it argues a littlenefs of 
mind, to think the peculiarities of one’s own country are dra 


wn out 
of the depths of wifdom, while the cuftoms of another deferve to be 


branded with folly. Thou wilt {mile perhaps at a courtier, who 
concludes with the fpirit of a philofopher; but I leave it to thy de- 
termination, whether a low partiality to the manners of thofe who 
inhabit one fpot upon the globe, in oppofition to the reft of the 


world, is not a kind of immorality, as well as a fubje& of ridicule, 
From Babylon, C, 
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SMERDIS fo CLEANDER. 


] Do not know, whether I am more pleafed or afhameéd at the 

letters I receive from thee. I ought not to want a {pur to fuch 
an unequal correfpondence; for while thou tranfmitteft to me fo- 
reign arts and knowledge, the boafted commodities of Greece, all the 
return I make is from the cheap and familiar produce of our own 
country. ‘Thy letters convince me of the vanity of Greece in valuing 
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herfelf upon fcience, as her property, which thou haft gained fuch 
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an infight into, (though it is matter of amufement to thee, rather U~~—v 


than any part of thy bufinefs,) that thou couldft eafily tranfplant 
it hither, were it compatible with the policy of our government. 
But the true Perfian maxims would make the refinements of Greece 
needlefs by contrating our wants, and fecuring us from the in- 
croachments of luxury, which require fo many miniftering and at- 
tendant arts in her retinue. To fpeak truth, and draw the bow, is 
indeed an abridgment of a true Perfian education ; which impkies, 
that our bodies fhould be fitted for the fervice of our country, and 
our minds habituated to fincerity and virtue. - The faculties of man, 
I prefume, cannot be laid out in a more laudable fervice. How 
little pleafing foever the fimplicity of this plan may be to a Greek, 
the great ends may more certainly, and with lefs danger of corrup— 
tion, be attained by it, which they propofe to themfelves by more 
indire& and laborious methods of ftudy. I fuppofe the people of 
Athens defire to hear truth, when they liften to their orators, and 
thefe are thought beft qualified to deliver it ; yet no man will fay, 
that to fpeak truth is an art, or requires, any labour of the brain.. 
What then is meant by the talent of eloquence, which is attained 
with fuch difficulty? If it be to conceal truth, or to difguife falfehood, 
fo that it fhall not be known, or to give it fo amiable a drefs, that 
we fhall receive it knowingly ; this indeed requires {kill, but is no 
great accomplifhment ; nor fhould I think myfelf at all obliged to a 
man for being at fo much pains to lead me out of my way. I guefs 
the young philofopher you fpeak of is not addiéted to oratory. 
Doth Socrates, who profefles and teaches others to ftudy them- 
felves, affe& it? I fcarce believe fo: the man, who fearches his 
own breaft, finds, that truth has a right to precedence there, and 
that the tongue fhould interpret the heart. Socrates has pru- 
dently difengaged himfelf from the boafted wifdom of his country,. 
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by profefling his ignorance and difregard of it, in comparifon of that 
which tends immediately to the cultivation of the mind, and efta- 
blifhing an univerfal rule for human aGiions. ‘This no doubt muft. 
be his aim, and he feems to bid fair for fuccefs; for he, who 
would prefcribe to others, muft learn from himfelf what maxims 
he could be content to be governed by. He muft firft draw reafon 
from his own breaft; and then it will be ratified by common con- 
fent, when it comes to be re-applied to the underftanding of others. ' 
The fophift impofes upon us falfe principles; and if our reafon be 
too bufy in examining them, he intangles it in inextricable fub- 
tilties. The legiflator demands our affent by the terror of his power ; 
but Socrates, like a true rationalift, affe@ts not to fubdue our 
paflions, without leaving every man an appeal to his own judgment, 
and thereby diftinguifhes the moralift from the politick legiflator and 
falfe philofopher, who equally aim at fubjeCting us to their own 
abfolute authority, under pretence of reforming our prejudices. 
This wife man’s {tudy of himfelf may be attended with great con- 
fequences in bringing to light the dictates of reafon, which are of 
undeniable authority, and nothing lefs than the original revelation 
of OROMASDES. ‘The divine will being thus afcertained, the wife 
and virtuous will have a rational expeCtation of a recompence to 
their obedience; and the well-grounded hope of this reward will 
add weight to the reafons of the moralift, and confirm his whole 
fyftem. It is eafy for us, whom uncorrupt traditions and the books 
of ZOROASTER have inftruéted in worthy notions of the Deity, to 


think what is fo agreeable to our reafon may be traced out by it 


alone. But if human reafpn is infufficient to penetrate fo far into 
the divine ceconomy, may ORoMASDEs put himfelf in the way of 
this glorious inquirer; and thus perhaps fhall his doétrine diffufe 
itfelf univerfally, and the holy flame be lighted up in the temples of 
the welt. Thou feemeft, CLEANDER, to have no mean opinion of 

the 
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the Greek philofophers, and perhaps mayeft think them worth unde- es Pale a 


ceiving in fome wrong conceptions of the Perfian religion. When ———— 


OTANES, the great defcendant of ZERDUSHT, accompanied XERXES 
into Greece, he fhed the firft dawn of divine light amongft them ; 
but they are perpetually mifinformed by travellers, who attend 
only to appearances, and reprefent fome external rites, which they 
obferve amongit us, as the fubftance of our worfhip. _I have been 
told, they have adopted fome of the rites of Egypt which the 
figyptians themfelves ufed only as a fymbol ; fo infenfible are they 


to what is myfterious and exalted. ‘They have no other than vifible. 


objets of adoration; and their apprehenfion feems at a lofs in 
every thing that is veiled from the fenfe. Thus becaufe we reli- 
gioully preferve the purity of the elements, and think it impious by 
any unnatural commixture to pollute them, which in the creation 
were feparated and ordered to be kept without defilement, they call 
us worfhippers of thefe elements; a miftake into which HERo- 
potus himfelf is fallen. I once met with a Greek, whofe ignorance 
of my character made him ufe his national freedom towards me: 


Greece, faid he, has no reafon to regret the attempts which Perfia 
has made on her liberty, fince fhe has been rewarded with immortal 


honour ; and the barbarity of XERxEs will be an eternal ftain to 
Perfia, who deftroyed all the temples of Greece, from a pretended 
diflike of the ufe of them, while ftill they were approved in Perfia. 
I told him, they were deftroyed, becaufe they were faid to contain 


a God within them, which was found to be no other perhaps than 


an image of wood, which had been made and placed there by its 
worfhippers. ‘To this he gave me what he thought a very fufficient 
anfwer, that, inftead of burning the temples, XERxzEs fhould have 
fet fire to the images, which would in that condition have been fit 


objects for a Perfian worfhipper. The petulance of the man be- 
trayed his ignorance, who had not made himfelf fo far acquainted 
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with us, as to know, that fire was a facred fymbol, which ZERpD-= 
uUsHT brought down from heaven, to remind us, that this element 
is not more neceflary to the bodies, than the cherifhing influence of 
the Deity is to the fouls of men. 


May thy wifdom, CLEANDER, contribute to reduce thefe con- 
temptuous Greeks to the yoke of Perfia, which they have hitherto 
furprizingly efcaped. Who would have thought but XERxgEs had 
joined them to his dominions, when he linked the two continents 
together with his fleet! How near was DATIs executing his great 
mafter’s order, who was commanded to fend the inhabitants of 
Athens and Eretria in chains to Perfia? Eretria was incompafled 
and taken, and all its proud citizens fent hither, to gratify the will 
of their conqueror, where they now mourn their fervitude. And 
had fuccefs accompanied our arms at Marathon, the city, where thou 
now tefideft, had been unpeopled,. and her fons tranfported to cul- 
tivate the defert lands of Perfia, or, fcattered over our numerous 
provinces, had been utterly deprived of all hope of uniting them- 
{elves again into a community. Farewel. 


From Balch. H. 
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CLEANDER fo HYDASPES. 


HE games, which raifed fo great an expectation, and drew toge- 
ther fuch a multitude of {petators, are now over; and I be- 

heve moft of thofe, who were prefent, are employed like me in 
giving an account to their abfent friends, of the remarkable circum- 
{tances that attended them. On the day appointed for the opening 
of 
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of the games, the whole aflembly had’ early taken their places in the 1 a ad 


ftadium of Olympia. The fpot, where the combatants ENGALS, 1S 1 eyed 
the form of an arena or pit, and covered with fand. ‘The feats rife 
round it one above another. The two firft days out of the five 
allotted for the celebration of this folemnity, were appointed for the 
wreftling and boxing: The names of the candidates for the prize in 
thofe exercifes, were read over before the people by an herald. Then 
a filver urn was produced, containing a number of balls equal to 
that of the combatants, and each pair was matched together, who 
drew out two balls, on which the fame letters of the alphabet were 
infcribed. After the competitors had rendered their bodies firm and 
fupple by rubbing and pouring oil upon them, they befmeared them 
with fine fand, to give the better hold for grappling. Several 
matches went forward at the fame time. To obtain the victory it 
is requifite to give two falls, and renew the combat three times. If 
a wreftler, who is thrown, pulls his adverfary down with him, they 
muft grapple together upon the ground, till one of them getting up- 
permoft conftrains the other to afk for mercy. Then the acclama- 
tions of the fpeCtators, which continue with various interruptions 
whilft the trial of fkill lafts, are redoubled. The Hellanodice pre- 
fent the vitor with the crown of olive, a branch of palm, and a 
robe, on the very {pot where he was engaged. In this equipage, 
preceded by a herald, he croffes the ftadium amidft the fhouts and 
praifes of that innumerable concourfe of people. His name and 
country are proclaimed by found of trumpet; flowers, girdles, 
money, and other prefents of that nature, are thrown upon him as 
he paffes along. An odd accident happened to Mito of Crotona. 
That famous wreftler prefented himfelf, but found no antagonift ; 
upon which the prefidents of the games called him to prefent him 
with the crown, but as he advanced forwards to receive it, he fell 
down. ‘The people immediately cried out, that one, who could not 
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pi SS keep himfelf upon his legs, did not deferve the honours due to a 
alte conqueror. ‘The old man looked round, and anfwered with a great 
deal of fpirit, “ ’Tis true I have got one accidental fall, but I would 


“ willingly fee any man amongft you, who could give me a fecond.” 


When thefe matches were over, the ftadium was left clear for the 
boxers. They were armed for this rude encounter with the ceftus, 
a leathern gauntlet, which folds round the fingers and upper part 
of the hand, and is faftened at the wrift, and ftrengthened on the 
outfide with plates of iron or lead. I muft own, though the agility 
and fupplenefs of the wreftlers, and their various artifices to give or 
avoid a fall, afforded me fome pleafure, I could not behold without 


aw 


a fecret horror the rough blows, which the boxers fo unmercifully 


dealt on each other. It is no uncommon thing at thefe matches to 
fee a contufion raifed in the face, an eye ftruck out, or a jaw-bone 
cracked, by the tremendous blows of the ceftus. ANDROLICHUS, 
one of the boxers, appeared like an obje& who intended to excite the 
charity rather than the applaufes of the aflembly. He loft an eye 
at Pifa, his foreteeth at Nemea, had his nofe flattened at Delphi, 
and was carried off for dead here. That thou mayeft the better 


judge, how difagreeable the fpeGtacle muft be to one, in whom cuf- 
tom has not effaced the foft impreflions of humanity, I will tell thee 
a remarkable incident, to which I was my‘felf an eye-witnefs. Two 


boxers, CREuGAS and DAMOXENES, agreed, on the point of enga- 
ging, to give each other notice of every blow. ‘The agreement 
was ill-kept ; for DAMOXENEs having bid his adverfary lift up his 
hand, ftruck him on the fide with fuch violence, that partly with 
the force of the blow, partly the fharpnefs of his nails, he pierced 

his belly, and tore out his entrails. CREUGAsS expired on the 
fpot. The crown was decreed him, though dead, and Damox- 


ENES was punifhed for his barbarity with perpetual banifhment. 
The boxer who fhewed moft fkill, was THEAGENES of Syracufe. 
He 
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He had acquired fuch a ftrength in his wrifts, that merely by par- de 
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rying the blows of his competitor, and holding him at arm’s length, Wo-~j—_mwJ 


he obliged him, out of wearinefs, to refign the victory. 


The Pancratiafts, Pentathloi, and the Throwers of the Difcuss 
made their appearance on the third day. The performance of the 
firft is a mixture of wreftling and boxing ; it borrows from the one 
thofe violent contortions of the limbs and fhakes of the body ; from 
the other, the art of ftriking and avoiding a blow. It is one of 
the rougheft and moft dangerous exercifes, of which we had an 
inftance in ARACHION of Sparta. That brave Pancratiaft having 
received fo violent a fqueeze from his antagonift, that he was on the 
point of being ftrangled, had ftrength enough remaining to break 
the other’s jaw, and obliged him to afk for mercy, though the 
victor himfelf expired the moment after. The Hellanodice ordered 
ARACHION to be crowned, as he lay dead on the ftadium. The ex- 
preffions of joy and fatisfaction in the aflembly at the brave action 
of the Spartan are not to be defcribed. 


The Pentathloi are a particular fet of combatants, who have ac- 
quired fuch a maftery at wreftling, boxing, throwing the difcus, 
running, and cafting the javelin, as to perform in each the fame 
day. They make it a rule never to match a Pentathlos with ano- 
ther who has made one of thefe exercifes alone his employment ;. as 
they fuppofe very reafonably, that a perfon who has divided his 
time between fo many different occupations, cannot be equal to 
one who has applied his whole time to be perfe&t in a fingle 


exercife. 


The difcus is a huge mafs of iron of a roundifh fhape, and polifhed 
furface. Thofe who throw it, lean the whole weight of their body 
upon 
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ee ® upon one of their legs, which they ftep forwards ; they whirl the 
UXXH! 
temy—meed difcus round horizontally, and caft it from them with their utmoft 


force. He who throws fartheft, obtains the prize. 


The fourth day was taken up with runners on foot, and the race- 
horfes. ‘The ftadium for the former is compofed of three parts: 
the entrance, which is marked by a barrier of wood; the middle, 
which is a rifing ground, where the crowns are placed in fight of 
their competitors; and the goal, which is diftinguithed by.a large 
tree or polt. There are two forts of racers: thofe who run naked ; 
and thofe who are armed with a light helmet, a target, and a fort of 
bufkin. ‘There are likewife three forts of courfes: the courfe of the 
ftadium, which is only from the barrier to the goal; the diaulos, 
which is twice the length of the ftadium; and the dolicus, which is 
much longer than either. Doxicuus of Tarfus in Cilicia won the 
prize ; and a poet has made an epigram, the turn of which is, that 
the “ barrier and the goal are the only places where the young 
“ Cilician is feen; for no one can fay, he was ever perceived in the 
“* middle of the courfe.” 


In the afternoon we removed to the hippodrome or horfe-courfe, 
which was laid out by the architec CLEATAS, and is looked upon 
as one of the curiofities of Greece. That part of it called the bar- 
rier, where the horfes and cars aflemble before they enter the lifts, 
by the difpofition of the ground and buildings round it, refembles 
the prow of a fhip. It grows narrower towards the end, and forms 
a kind of beak juft at the place where it opens into the courfe. In 
the midft of the barrier is an altar; on the top ftands a brazen 
eagle, which is made to raife itfelf, and extend its wings as a fignal 
for the races to begin.’ On the fides are vaulted buildings, which 
ferve for ftands to the horfes and chariots, till they proceed to take 
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their places as the lots determine them. The courfe itfelf is divided ae 
into two parts: a terrace, and a hill that rifes gently from the plain. O-+——4 
There are two goals: at the one is a ftatue of HippopaAmra hold- 
ing a chaplet to crown PELops ; at the other, an altar to the genius 
TaRAxippus. It is obferved, that at this altar the horfes take fuch 
a fudden fright, as frequently to overthrow their riders. The fuper- 
{titious Greeks attribute it to a divine impulfe, and therefore make 


vows to obtain the favour of TARAXIPPUS. 


In the horfe-races I particularly admired fome expert riders, who, 
being upon the back of one horfe, and leading a fecond, would 
leap from one to the other with furprizing agility. Nor is the ad- 
drefs of a mare belonging to PHipoLas of Corinth to be left un- 
mentioned. Though her matter fell off in the beginning of the 
race, fhe continued her courfe in the fame manner as if he had kept 
his feat, turned round the goal, redoubled her vigor at the found 
of the trumpet, and came in the firft. The Hellanodice ordered 
PHtpOLAs to be crowned, who has obtained permiffion from the 
Eleans to erect a ftatue to the memory of his mare Aura. 


The fifth and laft day was taken up in the chariot-courfes, which 
I thought were much the fineft part of the fight. The fplendor of 
the equipages, as they were drawn out in a long line before the lifts, 


the neighing of the horfes, the cries of the charioteers, and the ap- 
plaufes of the vaft concourfe of fpeCtators, formed a very cheerful 
and agreeable entertainment. Each chariot was drawn by four 
horfes all in front; the two beft are always outermoft. The cha- 
riot-race was as ufual full of a great many incidents. The car of 
ApMeEtTus the Corinthian broke down in turning round the goal, 
and two others, which followed behind, ran foul upon it, and over- 
turned their drivers, My friend Purtocues’s horfes, which were 

very 
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very mettlefome, flew out fo furioufly at the altar of Tara- 
xippus, that with the violence of the fhock he had nearly loft 
his feat. He kept it with fome difficulty; but a chariot of Arczi- 
BIADES had an opportunity to pafs by him, and obtain the fecond 
prize. That young Athenian, who had no lefs than feven chariots 
which entered the lifts, won the firft, fecond, and fourth prizes. 
PHILOCLES came in for the third. 


On the evening of the day on which this folemnity ended, 
the Hellanodice made a fupper, according to cuftom, in the Pry- 
taneum of Olympia, for the victors at the different exercifes. 


ALCIBIADES entertained the whole affembly the next day, in a 
manner anfwerable to the magnificence wherein he had appeared at 
the games, Emprepocies of Agrigentum gave us the moft extra- 
ordinary regale. As he is a Pythagorean, both fith and fleth are 
abfolutely forbidden by the do@trines of his fet; and therefore he 
had an ox made of pafte, compofed of myrrh, frankincenfe, and 
{pices, which he diftributed by pieces to all who prefented themfelves, 


The different difpofitions of my five companions have rendered 
the pleafure arifing from the company and diverfions of Olympia 
peculiar to each. The pious and humane PHILEMON renews thofe 
long-contraGted friendfhips, which war claims a right of interrupt- 
ing for a time; and is never more happy, than in trying to in- 
fufe fentiments of peace, and a friendly difpofition towards Athens, 
in his Spartan and Corinthian acquaintance. CLINIAs has com- 
plained to me with fome concern, that the learned performances 
repeated here, do not equal thofe he remembers formerly, when 
PINDAR charmed the ears of Greece by his odes, and HEro- 
DoTus excited their attention to his hiftory. The polite Cuzo- 
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Rus boafts, that he was the firft man who congratulated AnciBI- aoe 
ADES upon gaining three prizes at the chariot-courfe, and was in Ge_—_——_J 
return, the firft of the affembly invited to fupper the next evening by 

that magnificent Athenian. Hrppras is not fo far lof to his bufi- 

nefs as a merchant, amidft the pleafures of the place, but he has 

found time to drive feveral advantageous bargains. As to PHILo- 

CLES, he thinks himfelf arrived at the higheft pitch of happinefs 

and glory to which a mortal can attain. For the Greeks, po-— 

tent lord, hold their countrymen who conquer at thefe games in no 

{mall degree of efteem; they are not only maintained at the pub- 

lick charge for the reft of their lives, but exempted from the burden 

of taxes and civil employments. 


ae 


Ce 


Thou wilt, I believe, agree with me in concluding, that though 
fuch exercifes as give a graceful appearance to the body, and form 
it for military fervice, fhould be cultivated in all wife ftates; yet 
thofe ought to be difcountenanced, which tend only to breed up a fet 
of idle perfons, who, by making the art of maiming the limbs of 
their fellow-creatures their only employment, are in effect rendered 
fit for nothing elfe. _ However, one cannot help admiring that paf- 


ONES a 


fionate love of glory, which urges on the Greeks to contend fo 
earneftly for the crown of olive. It brings to my mind a generous 
faying of T1GRANEs the Mede: being informed that the formidable 
invafion of XERXEs had not interrupted the Olympick games, and 


een ence 


told at the fame time in what the reward confifted, he cried out in 
raptures, even in the prefence of his fovereign, “ Heavens, Mar- 


* DONIUS, againft what mem are we come to fight, who do not 
** make wealth the objec of the ircontention, but fame?” Adieu. 


From Olympia. P, 
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CLEANDER éo GoBryas. From Olympia. 


Perrer A ee Mitylenian embaffadors had a few days ago a publick audi- 
XXII. ence of the Peloponnefian allies in the temple of JUPITER 
Orympius. The chief of the embaffy laid before them, in a long 
and artful harangue, the reafons which had induced his ftate to re- 
nounce their dependance upon Athens. He began with defiring the 
aflembly not to be prejudiced againft his ftate; becaufe, after conti- 
nuing fo many years in a firm alliance with the Athenians, during 
the time of their profperity, they now deferted them in that of their 
diftrefs. But, he faid, as the true motive of the treaty which they 
had made with the Athenians, was not to affift them in fubduing 
the reft of the Greeks, but to join in the common caufe againft the 
Barbarians; fo when once the ambitious views of Athens made 
her ufurp an unreafonable fuperiority over her neighbours, thofe 
ties were naturally diflolved. That the favours which Athens had 
beftowed upon them, and the lenity with which they had been 
treated, though they carried a fair appearance, were intended to 
keep the Lefbians from ftirring, whilft that afpiring ‘republick was 
infenfibly enflaving the reft of her allies. That therefore no charge 
of ingratitude to benefaétors could lie again{t his countrymen, who 
were only preventing, by a timely precaution, thofe dangers which 
furrounded them. He next reprefented the advantages which the 
Peloponnefians would gain by receiving them into their alliance ; 
that befides ftrengthening their fleet with a large {quadron, they 
would have an opportunity, by the convenient fituation of Lefbos, 
» fa 
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to intercept thofe fupplies, which enabled Athens to continue the pri eit 


war. He fet forth in exaggerated colours the weak condition of the W—~——J 


latter, exhaufted by the plague, the expences of their preparations, 
and the lofles they had fuftained ; and concluded with folemnly en- 
treating them, in the name of Olympian JupiTeER, in whofe temple 
they were aflembled, not to abandon a people, who were the firft 
that had recourfe to their protetion, but to fhew they deferved the 
glorious title which they affumed, of protectors of the diftreffed, 


and deliverers of Greece. The aflembly, with whom this fpeech 


had no {mall weight, after a fhort deliberation returned a favourable 
anfwer, and unanimoufly decreed, that the Lefbians fhould be com- 
prehended in the Peloponnefian league. Deputies from the united 
{tates have held feveral conferences in the Prytaneum of Olympia, 
to debate on the prefent pofture of their affairs. PHILEMON, who 
watches narrowly over all their defigns, has difpatched a courier to 
Athens with what intelligence he has been able to procure. He fuf- 
pects that they intend to form a general rendezvous at Corinth, and 
to attack Athens both by fea and land. It is certain, that orders have 
been iffued out for providing immediately a large number of ma- 
chines for tranfporting fhips over land. The allies are now in the 
midft of their harveft; and it will occafion fome delays to take the 
people from their work, which will give the Athenians time to pre- 
pare a force fufficient to oppofe the attempts of their enemies. This 
fudden turn of affairs, and the vigorous refolutions of the allies, de- 
termine the company I came with, to fet out early to-morrow on 
their return to Athens. The news I received from Hypaspgs, that 


the Perfian court intended to fend a private agent to Sparta, afforded 
me no fmall pleafure. The miniftry, from overlooking both fides 


of the game in a conjuncture very interefting to Perfia, cannot fail of 
directing their councils on the fureft grounds, particularly when fo 
00 2 important 
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important a commiffion is entrufted to one of CRaTippus’s abilities. 
Noble fatrap, I kifs thy robe, and bid thee farewel. 


The firft of the month Metagitnion. 


Extrad of a Letter from Athens. 


Difpatches from CLippIDEs were yefterday read in the afflembly 
of the people. He gives an account in them, that the whole ifland, 
except Methymna, had declared in favour of the Mitylenians ; that 
the reinforcements he had received from thence, and our allies, 
enabled him to form two camps againft the city, one on the north, 
the other on the fouth fide, and to block up their ports fo entirely, 
that no fuccours. could arrive by fea. The befieged made a vigorous 
fally, but were repulfed. Some embafladors from Thebes and Sparta 
(he adds) had found means to get into the town, and encouraged 
the inhabitants to hold out with the hopes of a fpeedy relief. | 

P. 
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GoBRYAS fo CLEANDER. 


peas letters to HyDAsprs on the Olympic games, and thy re- 

marks on the general appearance of the country, as thou haft 
found it on thy way to that celebrated folemnity, were highly en- 
tertaining to him, Mecasyzus, and myfelf. For thou haft dif. 
covered in them a knowledge of the antiquities of Greece, fuperior 
to what one might reafonably expect from thy ftay in it, and an 
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elegance of tafte which nature alone could give thee. The Great ppt ek 
King was fo particularly entertained with the copies which he faw of H—~—— 
them, that he has depofited them for his own perufal in the royal 
cabinet. He was pleafed to tell me, “ they opened a new fcene to 


** him; that he had journeyed in fancy, like a quiet and inoffenfive 


** traveller, over a confiderable part of thofe territories, where his 


** ereat father had formerly carried ruin and defolation.” Two of 
the Median lords, whom Sac4s accufed upon the rack, were con- 
ducted to Babylon by a detachment of Doryphori, under the com- 
mand of ARAsPES. ‘They underwent an examination of three hours 


in MEGABYZUS’s apartment; but it was with difficulty we were 
able to extort any thing from them, and the teftimonials they gave.of 
their behaviour have almoft convinced fome of the fupreme council, 
that no material reproach can be fixed upon their characters. I confefs 


to thee, I am rather willing to fufpend my fentiments, till the com- 
mon accidents of time, and fuggeftions of prudence, have enabled 
us to fee further into this dark and intricate affair. It is hard to ima- 
gine, that a wretch, who died in torments, would lay the charge of 
fuch bloody purpofes to other than his real accomplices ; and I think 


the honour of a fatrap is a point fo tender, that it ought to be free, 


not only from the imputation, but even the remoteft fufpicion of 
guilt. I took the liberty to urge this once at a meeting of the mi- 
nifters, when I perceived many fatraps were of a different opinion, 
For my own part, I have made the moft accurate enquiries over the 
province of Media, by means of feveral expert emiflaries, whom I 
fent thither; nor do I find among the inhabitants the leaft inclina- 
tion to revolt. What confirms me in it is, that the king has not 


long fince received a very loyal and dutiful addrefs from the people 
of that country, prefented to him by the hands of their principal 
nobles, in which they exprefs their fenfe of his paternal care for the 
welfare of the Perfian empire; and congratulate him on the difco- 

very 
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LETTER very of the execrable treacheries of SAcAs, befeeching OROMAsDES 
LXXIV. : , ‘ 
tL to {pread his guardian wing over the mighty ARTAXERXEs, the pe- 


culiar favourite of Fieaven, and the favourite of every nation whom 
the radiant Miruras furveys in his diurnal courfe. A few days 
ago I had intelligence that OxYATHRES is retired into Scythia. J 
am afraid he is far engaged in the eunuch’s confpiracy, and is fled, 
from a confcioufnefs of his criminal tranfa@tions. ART «vs infinuated 
to me, when advice arrived of his departure, that it was probable, 
as that lord was defcended from PHRAORTES, he might be the per- 
fon defigned in the paflage tranfcribed by thee from one of SAcAs’s 
letters to PERICLES. 


awe = 


Cratrppus has orders to fet out for Lacedzmon as foon as the 
campaign is over in Greece. I have given him particular inftruc- 
tions to examine, in the beft manner that he can, what information 
the people of that city receive from their new envoy refiding at this 
court, NrcANDER. The conferences which pafs between him and 
me are whimfical enough; for while I am endeavouring to find out 
what length his commiffion will fuffer him to go with us, and what 

y is the meaning of his embafly, he is ftudious to anfwer me in fuch a 
way, as that, after the converfation is over, the refult of it thall 
amount to nothing. Thou knoweft I am obliged by my office to 
recolle& the fubftance of all interviews with foreign minifters, in or- 
der to deliver them in a {peech at the council-table; and to be plain 
with you, this NrcANDER {fearce gives me matter for a fpeech. In 
that cafe I can only tell the fatraps of the cabinet, how much I ate 
tempted to fay, and how little he was pleafed to reply; fo that the 
moft confiderable part in the dialogue falls wholly to my hare. 


ea a RE ene ee a I 


The laft time I talked with him, I exerted myfelf greatly before 
him, and drew him out, by the mere violence of words, into fome 


warmth. 
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warmth. As he is of a turn fomewhat fingular, I fancy thou wilt yee 
be entertained with a few traits of his manner in converfing. He \eememed 
acquainted me, “ that he is commanded by the Spartans to require a 
“ fleet of an hundred fail, with twenty thoufand land forces, from 
“ our monarch ; in return for which extraordinary affiftance, they 
“ offer their friendfhip, and a promife to aid us with troops againft 
“ any rebellion in gypt, or commotion in the provinces.” I told 
him, “ that my royal mafter expeéts from the republick of Sparta, 
“ terms of a more important nature, if he vouchfafes to enter into 
a league with them: that NicANDER could not but be fenfible 
there are two articles in the treaty called Crmon’s peace, which 
the Perfians are defirous of feeing annulled: and therefore we 
muft infift, that the Lacedemonians fhall never be reconciled to 


GE 
ce 
ce 
66 


“ Athens, unlefs we are allowed free navigation on the Grecian feas, 


and our monarch be put in full poffeffion of the colonies in Afia.”” 
He anfwered, “ As the Athenians were framers of that treaty, he 
“ thought they were refponfible for the articles in it; and hoped fo 
unfeafonable a demand would not be a means of obftruGting the 


*¢ alliance which he offered between ARTAXERXES and his native 
74 


ce 


GC 


city: adding, “ that the empire of Perfia was like an unwieldy 
“ body, which, whenever it fickened, might poflibly want relief 
“« from the influence of Lacedemon.” I again repeated what I faid, 
and he determined to fend a courier for freth inftruGions im- 
mediately to Sparta. I then afked him the reafon, “ Why the 
“ Peloponnefians, and particularly his own countrymen, whe boaft 
of their great armies and extenfive power, have as yet contented 
themfelves in the management of their campaigns in Greece, with 
only ravaging the barren foil of Attica? It feems to me (con- 


tinued I) as if you made the bufinefs of war nothing more than 


oe 
ce 
c¢ 
c¢ 
“ mock-fkirmifh and amufement.” “ With us (anfwered he) war is 
“ reft from our labours at home.” But (faid I) how comes it 
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“© wifdom has fo damped your valour, as that you will not dare to 
“¢ march up to the walls of Athens? Methinks, if I know the Spar- 
“ tans, they would willingly exercife their courage in reality. Can 
“* fuch a people as this pretend to cope with the numerous nations 
“ of the Eaft?” “ Yes (replied he) Thermopyle can prove it.” 


ce 


And what did Thermopylz prove, (returned I,) but the temerity of 


“ your leader? However, to be ferious with you, I believe you 


*‘ may have fome political reafons for not hazarding an attack upon 


“Athens. You will forgive me therefore, if I have purfued my 
raillery too far, and I withdraw my objeGtion with refpe& to the 
conduct of your fellow-citizens.” “ How? (anfwered NICANDER 
with fome eagernefs ;) but if the objeGion does not withdraw it- 
felf, I am in no wife defirous to be fo far obliged to you: excufe 
me, if lam beholden to no one for the withdrawing of an obje@tion, 
when I am endeavouring to maintain an argument which may be 
fupported by reafon.” I f{miled at his impatience, and he in- 
formed me afterwards, that Athens itfelf was a {trong place, and in 
diftrefling her allies and tributary towns, fhe was fufficiently weak- 
ened by the Peloponnefian army. We then turned the converfation to 
fome other topics, which indeed brought him again into good-humour, 
but whereon he fpoke with a difagreeable brevity and referve. Upon 
the whole, CLeanpzr, I forefee we fhall make no advantage of 
thefe embaffies from the ftiff republick of Lacedemon. Would 
thou know my opinion of the Spartans? It is this ; they are a proud 
and fevere people. Let them thank Lycurcus, who has made 
them fo! Unlike the reft of the admired fages, who have given 
falutary laws to the world; inftead ‘of enlarging the minds of an 
ignorant race, he has more effeQually contracted them. Inftead of 
teaching them a little condefcenfion to others, they have learned 
only to fet a value upon themfelves. Inftead of polifhing them into 
an eafe and benevolence of temper, he has reformed them out of it. 


And 
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And for the fake of avoiding the refinements of luxury, he has in- eee 


XXIV. 


troduced a neglect of that humanity in the leffer offices of life, which tomj-—eas 


adds fuch a relith to the enjoyment of it. 
| C. 
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OrsAMES ¢o CLEANDER. From Heliopolis. 


a a former letter from Thebes *, CLEANDER, I took notice to 

thee of the extravagant veneration paid by the Agyptians to 
feveral of their home-bred animals, which muft appear at firft fight 
exceedingly abfurd and ridiculous. It was my opinion, that the ap- 
plication of them, in their hieroglyphick imagery, to exprefs the na- 
ture and attributes of their gods, had acquired to them this extra- 
ordinary degree of facrednefs; and to palliate this fuperftition, the 
priefts infinuate, that the worthip afcribed to animals is purely re- 
lative, and ultimately direéted to the divinities, of whom they are 
the fymbols. Now as many of their gods were probably men deified, 
Tam led to think, that there is a reference in thefe fymbols, as well to 
the qualities, ations, and remarkable endowments of thofe illuftrious 
perfons, as to the nature and qualities of thofe fidereal divinities, 
under which they were afterwards worfhipped. A black ox, for 
example, the animal facred to the fun, is the fymbol of Osiris, 
becaufe Osiris, fay the priefts, is the fun, and the moon Isrs: but 
as thofe deities, during their reign in Egypt, were the firft who in- 
troduced agriculture, fo on that account likewife the ox and cow 
might become their fymbols. And for this caufe, they tell you, the 
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LETTER foul of Osrris after his death retired into that animal, and chofe to 
LXXV 


t—— dwell there rather than any where elfe; becaufe the ox was the 
fymbol of agriculture. Hence the ox Mnevis or Menes, which is 


a 


confecrated to the fun, came to be held in fuch veneration, and 
worfhipped here for a god, as the apis is at Memphis. And this 
reminds me of another reafon alleged for the worfhip of the facred 


oP ape eR ene 


animals, though indeed a very fabulous one, taken from the mytho- 
logical hiftory of Agypt; that the gods having been once purfued 
by TypHon, concealed themfelves under the figures of different 
animals, which may perhaps mean no more, than that the celeftial 
gods come down fometimes to dwell in thofe fymbols which repre- 


fent them. And without fome fuch interpretation their mythology 
concerning Osiris is ftrangely confufed and inexplicable, which 
makes him to be the fun, and fuppofes that while his foul informs 
the body of an ox, it ftill refides in that luminary. Near akin to 
this is their dotrine of tranfmigration, which may be another caufe 
of their paying regard to animals. For the igyptians fay, they 
were the firft who maintained that the foul of man was immortal, 
and that after death it paffed fucceflively into the bodies of animals, 
terreftrial, aquatic, and aérial ; whence it returns to animate the body 
of a man, and finifhes this circuit in three thoufand years. There 
is through the different parts of Agypt fo great diverfity in their 
modes of worfhip, that upon a flight examination one might be in- 
duced to think they differed entirely about their deities; and that 
there was no one general {cheme of religion in which they all agreed. 
And indeed their mythology, whatever it be in itfelf, feems very per- 
plexed and intricate to one who is left to colle& it from external ce- 
remonies, popular cuftoms, and the dark hints which their priefts, 
like oracles, at times deliver with great referve and myfterioufnefs, 
Yet I'am of opinion they do not fo much diffent with regard to the 
deities themfelves, as to. the fymbols, under which they would re- 
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prefent their natures and attributes. For firft, I am certain that Sea 
Ists and Osiris are every where adored, though they are differ- teoo--—_J 
ently reprefented, and the modes of their worfhip vary in different 
places. Neither do I think it improbable, but that the goat at 
Mendes receives divine honours on the fame account that the ox 
does here and at Memphis. "When the Mendefian goat is dead, 
there is the fame mourning throughout the whole nome, as they 
obferve upon the drowning of their facred ox at Memphis. The 
Mnevis, Apis, and Mendefian goat are held more facred than all 
the other animals of Agypt, as if they had the influence of the god 
more immediately refiding inthem. The former two the priefts ex- 
prefsly declare to have in them the foul of Osiris, as they pretend 
the latter to be the god Pan. But as there are two oxen equally 
facred in their refpective places, it feems difficult to underftand how 
the foul of Osrris fhould have pafled into both at once. But this 
I take to have been the cafe; when they deified their hero MENEs, 
who is called Osir1s, they confecrated him into a fidereal divinity, 
implying either, that his {pirit paffed into the fun, or that the foul 
of that luminary had refided in Ostr1s. The great lights of heaven 
were doubtlefs the moft obvious of all vifible objeéts to fill the minds 
of men with a religious reverence. And by thus grafting the wor- 
fhip of their deified heroes upon the mythology of the celeftial 
bodies, they found the likelieft method to divert the attention of fuch 
as were their neareft contemporaries from all thofe circumftances in 
their lives, by which they might remember thofe gods to have been 
men like themfelves. But in order to fecure a more particular re= 
{pect in fucceeding ages to the perfon himfelf, who was confecrated 
as a god, and left the honour intended him might be fwallowed up 
in the worfhip of an original deity, I fuppofe thofe rites and mytte- 
ries were invented, which bear a particular allufion to the great events 
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L eee. of his life, or that remarkable cataftrophe which put an end to it; 


Len “And being received into the number of the gods, it was neceflary 
he fhould be remembered by the particular relation he bore to figypt. 
Thus I fuppofe the hierophants introduced the worfhip of the facred 
ox as the god Osiris, led to it by the hieroglyphick imagery and 
their doctrine of tran{migration ; and tempered their impofture to 
the genius of the vulgar, who are moft taken with the grofleft re- 
prefentations. Osiris having reigned over all Egypt, and after his 
death being remembered as a tutelar deity, in which the whole 
country had an equal intereft, it is not to be wondered, if upon the 
divifion of the kingdoms the chief city, both of the Upper and 
Lower Aigypt, fhould claim his prefence among them. And it being 
an eftablifhed opinion, that without the living image of their god, 
the worfhip of it could not be rightly folemnized, they both, while 
divided in their interefts, forming alfo a {chifm in their religion, 
fought out for themfelves their own facred ox ; and fo the foul of 
Osiris has ever fince continued to inform two different animals, 
though the priefts of the two cities are fince become more united in 
their interefts. But the vulgar, blinded with fuperftition, examine 
not into thefe things; and the priefts treat this matter with their 
ufual fophiftry and collufion; though when hardly preffed by men 
of reafon and enquiry, they feem rather to maintain, that the god 
Osiris manifefts himfelf in the facred ox, than that the facred ox is 
itfelf the god Osiris. 


——— 


< 


= 


Le ae 


Se = 


| This worfhip of Osiris I may call the popular religion of fEgypt. 
What more recondite doétrines are concealed under the myf- 
teries of Ists, I am not concerned in the prefent fubje& to ei ied 
Neither will I enter into a perplexed detail of their original deities, 
who are faid to have reigned in Egypt. For the reign of thofe 

deities 
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deities I take to mean the mundane revolution, which I fpoke of in gH a 
a former letter *; and it is remarkable that the time which they V+ 
afcribe to the reign of all their gods, amounts exaétly to the fame 

period of thirty-fix thoufand five hundred and twenty-five years. 

The reign therefore of the gods I conceive to imply, that the fun, 
moon, and {tars run their courfes thoufands of years before man was 
upon the earth. The names of thofe deities they confound with 
their demi-gods and heroes. I have been fometimes of opinion, that 
by Vuxcawn they mean an eternal deity, for they commonly {peak 
of his reign as unlimited; but his worfhip is not univerfal through- 
out Egypt. Their theology, in fhort, (as I have hinted elfewhere,) 
may be refolved into a fyftem of the world, and their Isrts and 
Osiris, though generally taken for the fun and moon, which are 
fuppofed to contribute to the generation of all things, have moreover 
been acknowledged as deities through every part of nature, and con- 
fecrated over and over into different ftars and elements, as new dif- 
coveries came to be made in the heavens, or any where elfe through 
the fyftem of nature. About the fame time that the five intercalary 
days were added to their year, it is likely that the Agyptian aftro- 
nomers had obferved the appearance of five new ftars on their hori- 
zon, of which their predeceffors had taken no notice. And upon this 
eccafion they confecrated their Is1s anew, with.others of their deities, 
and fuppofed her to rife in the dog-ftar. Orus, the fon of Isis and 
OsiRIs, is generally made the laft of the gods who reigned in Egypt. 
Now Osiris is undeniably the firft of their kings, to whom any 
of their hiftories reach up. And their other gods, if they are to be 
referred to real beings, befides the feveral operations and powers of 
nature, there is good reafon to think, were Osrris’s immediate pro- 
genitors or contemporaries. Such in general, CLEANDER, are the 


*. Letter xxv. 
conjectures 
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LETTER conjectures I have been able to form upon the Agyptian mythology. 
dicebna ik, Thou wilt confider it as a fubje& which a very fubtile body of men 
have made it their ftudy to perplex and render intricate. By the 
figure of a Sphinx in the avenues of their temples, they feem de- 
fignedly to imply, that the dodtrine of their gods is obfcure and 


enigmatical. Adieu. 


Pe athe re 


L. 


a 


Leer T OER 0 LX 


CLEANDER to HyDASPEs. 


comer cerneeemenee enone aecereneeenna tient” rt. aay eects 


Py Hou mayeft think it extraordinary, after all I have heard of the 

wifdom of the Areopagus, that I never attended in any caufe 
before that council till yefterday. And the caufe was indeed fuch a 
one, that I fhould have been curious to have heard the debate of it 
in a court, however low in reputation; much more before perfons 


of the higheft, for the good fenfe and integrity of their judg- 
ments. 


er anna 


arene 


In the laft great feaft of BAccuus, the folemnity of which draws 
a prodigious refort of ftrangers from all parts of Greece, ARIsTO- 
PHANES prefented a play, intitled Taz BaByLoNIANS; wherein 
CLEON was refle€ted upon in a manner that greatly incenfed him. 
He was the more offended at it, as it is the firft performance in 
which he has been publickly ridiculed ; and having been courted 
and admired, when he appeared at the head of an oppofition to PE- 
RICLES, he is exceedingly impatient of any fatire, which tends to 
hurt his popularity. As the comedy had been received with much 
applaufe, he determined it fhould be condemned upon legal reafons, 
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though it ftood the teft of a critical examination. Accordingly he 
delivered in an account of the offence to the Areopagus, and accufed 
the poet, as “ guilty of defamation *, and one who expofed the ci- 
“* tizens and the ftate to the derifion of foreigners.” Towards the 
dufk of the evening, the judges were feated in the open air upon 
Mars’s hill. The plaintiff and defendant were placed on the ftools 
of Injury and Innocence. CLEON opened with great fpirit and im- 
petuofity ; and, notwithftanding the difguft which the people in 
general exprefled at this attempt to deter the comic writers from 
that licentious buffoonery which entertains and flatters them, he 
fhewed himfelf fuperior to fuch murmurs, however affected by the 
ftings of wit. He faid, “ that he pretended to no rhetorick; nor 
** would it be proper, or even lawful, to exert it before this judi- 
** cature, if he excelled at all in it: but that there was a natural elo- 
** quence accompanying the complaints of the injured, which, if it 


“* betrayed him into warm expreffions, might more eafily be excufed. 


“ than controuled.: He underftood, from the laws of SOLON, that 
“* the republick had a tendernefs for the reputation of private men, 
** and allowed an action of flander; a ftill greater for that of ma- 
“* giftrates, in whofe character its own dignity and welfare are con- 
“ cerned ; that it was neceflary their character fhould be guarded by 
** the fevereft laws in a democracy, becaufe they are fo very limited 
“ in the exercife of power. To fupply the defects of power, 
“ their authority (which arifes from reputation) muft of courfe be 
* fteadily fupported. - That it mattered not how far the facts alluded 
“to in THE BABYLONIANS were true; it was to be confidered, 
“© whether the illufions carried an illegal reproach. That it became 
“ them to underftand the paflages which gave them offence, in the 
“* fame manner they were underftood in full theatre ; that the tafk of 


* Quo nomine dicam illi feripfit [fc. CLeon ARIsTOPHANT] ea autem erat adimag 


tsreg Tlonras. Perit. in leg. Att. p. 79. 
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Lead “° to know, that their pieces are to be taken in one fenfe by the 
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** {candal would be very eafy, if thefe pitiful tools of it were given 
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audience, and in another by a court of juftice. This would be 
giving a fanction to evafions, by which the effed: of the laws may 
** be either deftroyed or diminifhed. That he was extremely un- 
“ willing to find fault with any diverfions which engaged the atten- 
tion of Greece, and raifed the glory of Athens; but he confidered 
the contempt thrown on himfelf, the magiftrates, and the publick 
meafures, to be much worfe in the feftivals, when there was fo gen 
neral a concourfe, than in fuch as were attended merely by their 
own citizens. ‘That it became every man who loved his country, 
to draw a veil over its weaknefs, its pufillanimity, or rafhnefs, and 
not to expofe before all Greece, in a fit of laughter, what they 
fhould with to hide even from themfelves. He concluded with 
hoping, that thofe magiftrates would proteé& the commonwealth 
from the impudent licence of comedy, who are exprefsly forbidden 
by the laws to write a performance of that nature.” 
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When CLron had done, ArisTOPHANES was called upon to 
offer fomething in his own defence. I thought the affurance of the 
man would not have deferted him in any circumftances; but the oc- 
cafion was too trying, and the place too folemn. He feemed much 
confounded, and his adverfary called out to him, “ that he muft not 
“ think of impofing upon this tribunal by his theatrical pleafantries ;”” 
which difturbed him more. However, he recovered himfelf fo far 
as to {peak to the following effet: “ That as the profecution, car- 
“ried on by CLEON in this court, was fingular and new, though 
grounded on a law which had been long in force, he hoped the 
judges would confider well the confequence of it, before they 
gave a determination. That no man knows what he does, when 
he makes a precedent ; and if, by cenfuring him upon the com- 
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plaint before them, they fhould go contrary to the opinion of the 
excellent judges, who had reviewed and allowed his comedy, 
contrary to the avowed practice of the ftate, the poets would 
be uncertain, how far they were fecure upon the ftrength of 
the decifions made by thofe judges, the publick feftivals would 
be deprived of a very confiderable ornament, and the vicious be 
equally fafe with the virtuous from that ridicule, which had been 
found inftrumental to good manners. That it was particularly 
the bufinefs of this court to watch the morals of the people ; but 
as they acted by certain rules, and could only lay open offences 
actually committed within the letter or intention of the law, there 
were feveral very blameable parts of condu€t, both above. and 
below their cognizance: that thefe equally belonged to the pro- 
vince of comedy; and where the fword of the magiftrate could 
either not reach, or not be fuitably applied, he apprehended 
the poet to be ufeful. ‘That he hoped the wifdom of that council 
would protec fuch, as were carrying on by efficacious, and, he 
conceived, legal means, the ends of their inftitution. That this 
way of reforming was wonderfully agreeable to the people, and 
the nature of the government: that he feared more danger from 
the encreafe of thofe diforders, which the freedom of his pen 
had cenfured, than from the opinion the Greeks might entertain 
of the ftate, by attending to the force of thofe cenfures: that to 
be the firft in difcovering and acknowledging one’s faults, is an 
argument of underftanding, as to be the laft in thefe important 
points, is an argument of exceeding folly: but it was not {trange 
that thofe fhould counfel others to hide their errors from them- 
felves, who were fo uneafy when their own are reproved. That 
he was extremely forry to have a conteft with one, who, in 
the time of PERICLES, was, of all the Athenians that honoured 
his pieces with their prefence, the moft applauding fpe€tator.” 
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LETTER I found the inclinations of the people, who attended thefe 
LXXVI. 

t——— pleadings, not at all difpofed to favour Cleon; and the ftroke 
with which ARISTOPHANES concluded, gave fo much pleafure, 
that it would have raifed a general laugh againft him, were not 
that diretly forbidden by the rules of the court. The complaint 

. was ordered to be referved for another hearing, and no judg- 
ment pronounced. It is thought, the affair will be dropped, 
and CLEON fatisfied with terrifying ARIsTOPHANES, and revenge- 
ing himfelf by the feverity of his oration. The comic poet fwears 
by THaiA, the mufe of his art, that he will not {pare the cur- 
rier in the next reprefentation at the leffer feaft of Baccuus. 


a 


Peenemeuee, 


— 


HypaAsprs, thou haft no notion of the fatirical {pecies of wit 
fo much admired in this country; and it is a greater commend. 
ation to fay, thou wanteft it, than that thou haft the reft at thy 
command. It is admired, becaufe it flatters the vanity of every 
private man to be entertained at the expence of his neighbours ; 
and efpecially, becaufe it flatters the licence of a popular govern- 
ment to be entertained at the expence of its leaders. Little minds 
are fond of placing themfelves on a level with the great ; for if they 
fall very much below thofe qualities which adorn them, they are 
perhaps fuperior to the foibles which debafe them. If this re- 
flection on the weaknefs of great men, by proving that they are 
but men, could engage us to afpire to an imitation of their eX~ 
cellencies, it were indeed a very ufeful confequence; but I am 
afraid it makes us true to our own failings, and inclines us to 
purfue comparative, not real goodnefs. Let me add, that as in 
confidering the portion of happinefs affigned us, we are apt to 
look upwards, and repine, if others have apparently more; fo in 
confidering our moral perfection, we are apt to look downwards, 
and are fatisfied, if others have apparently lefs; whereas, in both 
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cafes, the reverfe is the right condu@. And were it followed, we Be 
fhould endeavour to copy the beft models, inftead of being con- Wee 
tented to avoid the worft. For this reafon it would be far better, 
if, as in the earlieft times, wit were exercifed in the panegyrics 
of Gods and heroes, to invite us to moral ations, by reprefent- 
ing the moft. perfe&t patterns, and not in fatire, which delights 
only in pictures of deformity. There would be lefs too of the 


difguft and melancholy, which fpeculations on the dark fide of 


human nature occafion in the generality; above all, in the mo- 


rofely virtuous, who form ideas of its corruptions worfe than its 


moft depraved condition will juftify, or the very being of fociety 


admit. In a word, the virtue of every man would then be ad- 


jufted according to the exemplar given us in the charaters of 


heroes, and the natural conftitution of things, not meafured by the 
failings of thofe about him; and the world might be reftored to its 
own good opinion, as well as to the favour of OROMASDES. 


OF 


Lee pe RON EX XVM: 


CLEANDER fo GosryAs. from Athens. 


oy igh wilt not be furprized, that my correfpondence with Perfia 

hath been interrupted fince my departure from Olympia, when 
I tell thee the occafion of it. The morning after my arrival at 
Athens, a decree pafled the affembly of the people, that, in the prefent 
exigence of affairs, all the citizens, except the fecond order called 


Hippeis, (who only ferve on horfeback,) as well as the firangers re- 
fiding at Athens, fhould repair, without delay, on board the fleet. 


Though I had fcarcely recovered the fatigue of the journey, and was 
Osa: 2 fenfible 
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aa fenfible that the accidents-of the fea, and the uncertainty: of finding 
eee] Ba conveyance for my letters, would be a hindrance to the duties 
of my employment for fome months, yet I confidered at the 
fame time, that an unwillingnefs to go would either raife a fufpicion 
of my real character, or betray a coolnefs in my affe€tion to the 
ftate. Within a few days I prepared my military equipage, and 
complied with a very obliging offer of PHILOCLES, to ferve as a vo- 
lunteer on board the quadrireme, which he commanded. When 
the fleet, confifting of a hundred gallies, of which PHormro was. 
admiral, had received failing orders, and the wind fat fair to carry 
them out of the Pireeus, almoft the whole city affembled on the 
thore to fee the ceremonies praétifed on fuch occafions, and take the 
laft leave of their friends and relations, who were repairing to their 
tefpeCtive fhips. Firft, filence was proclaimed by found of trumpet; 
the publick herald repeated a folemn form of words, which contained 
vows to the gods for the fuccefs of the Athenian arms. When that 
was ended, the admiral and trierarchs of the fleet appeared on deck; 
and after they had poured a libation to NeEpTuUNE, drank in golden 
cups to the fortune of the voyage. Whilft a Pean was finging, the 
whole fleet ranged themfelves in line of battle, 


—— 


meng eereecnene eee arent rnteae meee teat ag ANT 


{truck their oars, 
and: made the beft of their way out of their harbour, amidft the ac- 


clamations of that vaft concourfe of {pe€tators. We proceeded for 
the coaft of Peloponnefus ; and after waiting in v 


ain for the enemy’s 
fleet to come out, made defcents in feveral parts, and ravaged the 


country. We were informed by fome prifoners, that the allies had 
drawn together a {mall body of troops.at Corinth, being much dif. 
appointed by the uneafinefs which feveral of their cities exprefled at 
the continuance of the war, and difpirited by the extraordinary ar- 
mament which the Athenians had fitted out in fo thort a time. As 
an attempt to demolifh the Corinthian fleet in port was looked upon 
as too hazardous, we contented ourfelves in thewing the fuperiority of 
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our ftrength in the eyes of all Greece; and on hearing the allies “ahead 
were retired into winter-quarters, received orders to return. The te-4— 
expences of this year’s campaign, though it has been unaétive, have 
proved very burdenfome to the Athenians. Befides the fleet which 
cruifed about Peloponnefus, they had another of the fame force to 
guard their own coafts; and have lately fent a reinforcement of 50 
{hips to CLIPPIDEs, under the command of PacueEs, with a fupply 
of 200 talents. They are in great hopes, that Mitylene will be 
obliged to furrender before the beginning of next fummer, as it is 


now blocked up both by land and fea. 


The refolute and brave action of two hundred and twenty Plateans,,. 
is at prefent the general fubje& of converfation here. The fcarcity of 
provifion within the town, and the difficulty of throwing in relief 
from without, infpired a party of the garrifon with the bold defign 
of efcaping through the lines. They began with computing the 


-. height of the wall of circumvallation, by exactly reckoning the num- 


ber of the rows of bricks that compofed it. They next took advan- 
tage of a dark tempeftuous night, and fallied out of the town under 
the guidance of TH#NETUS an augur, and Eupo.Pipas an officer, 
marching at fome diftance from each other, to prevent the clafhing 
of their armour. ‘They applied the ladders to the intervals between 
the towers, two of which were immediately feized, and the centinels 
killed. A loofe tile that fell from the wall, gave an alarm to the 
Peloponnefian camp ; but as the befieged made a feint fally on the 
other fide, and the darknefs of night and the ftorm, which beat full 
in their faces, helped to encreafe the confufion, they durft not 
leave their pofts. In the mean time the fele&t number, that had 
made themfelves mafters of the towers, fecured the paflage for the 
reft of their company, who, when they had mounted the firft wall, 
changed the ladders, and came down on the other fide, where they 

dreve 
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LETTER drew themfelves up to defend the detachment that were preparing 
nee: to quit the towers. Whilft thefe laft were defcending, a body of 
referve belonging to the befiegers came up with lights, and the 


whole Platean party had juft time to make their efcape. They re- 


«B60 Gate 


re RR Oa 


tired by the way that lies towards Thebes, in order to deceive the 
Peloponnefians, who fent out detachments in purfuit of them on the 
road leading to Athens. When they were returned to the camp, the 
Plateans changed their courfe, and arrived {afely here. I have pro- 
cured from one of them a plan of the fortifications of the city, and 
the works of the befiegers, which I fend enclofed in this packet, 
together with a journal of the expedition to the coafts of Pelopon- 
nefus drawn up by PuILocres. 


comm eeraemaeeren teen eee ee Te te agg eee 


The advantages which the Athenians have received from a war 
now advanced to the conclufion of its fourth year, are {o trifling, 
in comparifon of the ambitious projeéts which they formed to 
themfelves at the beginning of it, and the infupportable burden of 
their annual expences, that feveral of the moft intelligent and difin- 
terefted citizens begin to think ferioufly of propofing terms for an 
honourable accommodation. But the party that defire the continu- 
ance of the quarrel, have a great influence over the minds of the 
ignorant multitude, and flatter them with hopes of affiftance from 
feveral foreign princes, as PERDICCAS king of Macedon, Siratcgs, 
and our potent monarch. The head of this faction, CLEON, has 
lately received a difgrace, under which nothing but his matchlefs 
affurance could fupport him. He had taken a bribe of five talents 
from fome tributary iflands, to obtain for them a diminution of the 

_ taxes which they pay to this ftate. The bargain by fome means or 
another got air, and the Hippeis (or knights) brought a charge of 
corruption againft him, in the name of their order, before the Areo- 
pagus. The accufation was clearly made out, and he was obliged 
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to refund the talents. LAamacuus, a young man, is lately elected gets eee 
one of the ten generals by CLEON’s intereft, who carried his point Coy 
in fo high a manner, that it gave fingular offence. The oppofite 
party have engaged ARISTOPHANES, the comic poet, to write a 
play, which is intended to prepare the minds of the people for over- 
tures of peace, by fetting forth the detriment that the war occafions 


to the common intereft of Greece, the miferies it has brought upon 


Athens, and the views of their orators and generals, who defire to 


prolong it. Neither the memory of PERIcLEs, nor the characters 


of the prefent adminiftration, will be fpared in the piece, which is 
to be performed at the next feafts of Baccuus. 


I cannot pretend to determine, whether the reprefentation of this 
comedy will have that effe&t upon the minds of the people, which 


fome expect from it. It has been long obferved of the Athenians, 
that though they fee even with pleafure their greateft minifters ac. 
cufed upon the ftage of the groffeft enormities, and vilified with 
the fevereft fatire, and permit the fables of their deities to be ex- 
pofed with all the licentioufnefs of a fcurrilous buffoon wit; yet 


neither is the management of their affairs taken from the former, 
nor a grain of incenfe lefs offered upon the altars of the latter. 


Farewel. 
P, 


Leg Biot De SER 9 el EK VALET 


CRATIPPUS ¢o CLEANDER. 


HERE is no part of my inftructions, that I obey with fo much 
private fatisfaction, as that relating to my correfpondence with 
thee. From hence I not only forefee the greateft advantage to our 
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mafter’s fervice, but I promife myfelf the moft valuable improve- 
ments from the communication of thy fagacity and experience, 
and perhaps, fhould I be found not unworthy, a friendthip, which 
will.be the honour of my future life. 


When the council of the Great King, obferving the new light that 
was thrown upon the affairs of Greece by every difpatch of thine 
from Athens, had determined to place an agent alfo at Sparta, my 
patron GosryAs caft his eyes upon me for that employment. He 
confidered, that the misfortunes of my family would be a proper re- 
commendation of me here. We fell with the ariftocracy, and were 
obliged to leave Rhodes, when the popular faftion prevailed, and 
made an alliance with Athens. My two brothers have ever fince 
taken up their refidence on the oppofite coaft of Caria, waiting 
for fome turn of affairs in our favour. And thou knowelt, thofe 
of our principles throughout all Greece, place their only hope in 
the fuccefs of the Peloponnefian arms. 


As foon as I arrived, I waited upon BraAsiDAs, a young officer 
of reputation, and prefented to him the token from my brother 
THERON his hoft.. He received it very cordially, and exprefled 
his fatisfaCtion at this opportunity of returning the good offices 
done him, while the galley he commanded lay in the port of 
Caunus. I told him, that, driven from my own country, I had 
made the tour of Greece and Afia, and had even feen the court 
of the Great King; but that, tired with wandering, I was deter- 
mined to fix at laft in this feat of fecurity and virtue, where 
valour and difcipline repel all dangers from without, and an 
uniform obedience to the beft laws prevents the more fatal evils 
from within. He replied with a {mile, that a tafte of Sufa was by 
no means a preparation for a Spartan diet ; but that he would obtain 


a licence 


AT THIEN A N*® LIBS EY PIERS. 


a licence from the Proxeni for my ftay in the city, and would pro- 


395 


LETTER 
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pofe me for a member to the little fociety, where he daily eat his te-—_aw 


frugal meal. I thanked him, and added, that I might perhaps not 
be altogether unworthy fome favour from the flate, as I was tho- 
roughly informed of the condition of the Rhodian marine, a point 
my countrymen were fo jealous of, and which might be a difcovery 
of confequence in the prefent war. 


The whole city is at prefent taken up with the funeral of Ar- 
CHIDAMUS. It is indeed a moft folemn ceremony ; as if this people 
intended, by fo much refpe@t paid to their dead princes, to make 
amends for the {mall fhare of regal pomp and authority they allow 
them when living. To his character thou art no ftranger. He was 
the hoft of thy friend PEricLtEs. Thefe two great men were fuf- 
pected and traduced for meafures, which the event proved to be wife 
and honeft; and they moft effeCtually diftreffed each other by thofe 
very counfels which were branded with the name of collufion and 
treachery. Yet ftill the memory of ARCHIDAMUs is purfued with 
reproaches ; and a prudent and glorious adminiftration of more than 
forty years, cannot make amends for his unwillingnefs to enter fud- 
denly into a defperate war, and his forbearing a while to pufh the 
enemy in fuch a manner, as would render all terms of accommodae 
tion impoflible. This furious fpirit is kept up in the republick by the 
Ephore STHENELAIDAS; he, whofe violent oration prevailed over 
all the king’s reafons, and hurried the aflembly into a vote, that the 
treaties were broken on the part of Athens. 


From the imperfect furvey of things I have yet been able to take, 
I muft not pretend to determine the queftion about this war, how 
far Sparta was interefted in the quarrel of her Corinthian allies ; 
or what credit fhe might give to the Athenians’ offer of fatif- 
VOL. I. RR faction. 
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pi faction. But of this I am convinced, it will ever be my duty 
LX XVIII, 


L———-—/ to add fuel to this flame, and to attach myfelf to the party which 
eclares againtt all overtures of peace. While their difputes continue, 


ae 


(which we fhould with for in the firft place,) the general force of 
Greece is daily growing weaker. And fhould even one of the 
powers prevail, and put an end to the war by the ruin of its 
rival, that very fuccefs would turn the thoughts of the conqueror 
upon tyrannizing over Europe; nor would he quit that near and 
tempting profpedt, for the diftant view of empty glory in the fields 
of Afia. Adieu. 
From Sparta. Ww, 


ne OS. 


AE elon kt SN gen Lacie 


CLEANDER fo ORSAMES. 


INCE I read over the writings of the Grecian poets, noble friend, 

I have often thought it might be a very improving, as well as 
pleafing fpeculation, to inquire into the caufe and origin of fables 
in the world; how the powers of nature and the human paffions 
were firft allegorized ; and in what manner the plain faéts of ancient 
hiftory came to be mixed with the ornaments of a poetic imagination. 
After having made fome fearch into the fubjet, at leaft fo far 
as might enable me to converfe upon it, I went one day into the 
Lyceum, and fell accidentally into difcourfe with CTESIPHON, a 
learned fophift. He told me, he fhould be very proud to inftrué 
an inquifitive ftranger in a point, which he himfelf had fo tho- 
roughly confidered: but I muft entreat you, faid he, not to difcover 
to any one thofe fentiments which I fhall lay before you, left fome 
malicious perfon fhould accufe me of {peaking againft the gods of 
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my country, and cite me to appear before the court of Areopagus. WESaEER 


T affured him of my inviolable fecrecy, and then he entered on “———~ 


the matter without further apology. You know, faid he, that the 
Eaftern parts of the world are thought to have been much fooner 
peopled than the climates of the Weft. The Greeks therefore lived 
for many years in a ftate of ignorance and rudenefs, while other 


regions enjoyed the ornaments as well as the conveniencies of life. 
Their diet was of the wild herbs of the field; their clothing of 
leaves ; and the caverns, which were formed by the hand of nature 


in uncultivated mountains, were their places of habitation. The 


colonifts, who mixed with them from Agypt and Phoenicia, endea- 


voured to temper the favagenefs of the nation: and by communica- 
ting their cuftoms to them, infenfibly formed them to the politer 
arts of humanity. They taught them to ftrip the wool from the 
fkins of animals, and to cure it for ufe, The knowledge of build- 


ing and agriculture, when firft revealed to them, was efteemed of fo 
excellent and neceflary a nature, that the gratitude which they owed 
to their benefactors, very naturally broke out into expreflions of 


adoration. They regarded them as fent from heaven for the benefit 


of mortals, and adopted them after death among their deities. Hence 
arofe the gods of the Greeks; and their ORPHEUS, APOLLO, and 
Hermes, (who is the fame with the THotTu or Mercury of 


Eeyot,) take their rife from the Jaws and manners which they gave 
SYPL ak 


to a barbarous and rough race. And to fay the truth, CLEANDER, 
fuch improvements as thefe might well demand the admiration of 
mankind in the dawnings of {cience, which are the principal fupports 


of health and focial felicity in more illuminated ages. Your account 
is certainly a very fair one, anfwered I, and what I fhall readily 
acquiefce in. But methinks the craft of thefe wife men concurred 


with the ignorance of thefe favages in the advancement of fable. 
For the firft lawgivers and reformers of mankind, the better to 
RR 2 claim 
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so) pee claim refpe& from their countrymen and kindred, were ambitious 


Ley ——t to be thought defeended from the gods, and to have had frequent 
interviews with them of fingular importance. Yes, replied he, a 


oo 


divine miffion ftrikes immediately with awe, and inclines us to 
implicit reverence and belief. The priefts too were careful to con- 


tend with one another in raifing altars to the memory of a new hero, 


and vamping up religious ceremonies to be performed in his honour. 
They bufied themfelves in writing whole volumes of fables ; and he, 
who had the beft invention, generally bore away the approbation of 
the multitude to his fhrine, as well as the gainful applaufe of the 
more wealthy. Befides, before the ufe of letters and writing came 


amongft us, the remembrance of great and illuftrious ations de-« 
pended only on a fort of family or national tradition. Sometimes 


en es —a 


indeed they raifed a monument with an uncouth reprefentation en- 


graven on it, of the thing which gave occafion to the erecting it; 
and perhaps now and then an irregular fong was tuned to the praifes 
of a celebrated conqueror. Undoubtedly, returned I, tradition is 
a fatal enemy to truth. One may fuppofe, for inftance, that in 
order to imprint a ftory more effe€tually on the minds of children 
and ftrangers, a man zealous for the reputation of his anceftors might 
frequently intermix the marvellous with the probable ; and when he 
was warmed by difcourfe, might indulge himfelf in fome flights of 
fancy, which he little thought contagious enough to infe@ the 
hiftories of after-times. Yet fo it has proved, faid the fophitt ; 
confider only the lying relations of travellers, and you will foon be 
brought to affert what you fuppofe. The fi€tions of thefe have 
pafled, like the family traditions you fpeak of, for truth, and are 
adopted into our accounts of the early ages. At prefent, indeed, we 
are aware of fuch counterfeits, and though we hear out their tales 
with patience, we difdain to receive them with credulity. No man 
of fenfe converfes now-a-days with one who has been a tedious 


voyage, 
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voyage, without making fome grains of allowance for the embel- LETTER 


LXXIX.. 


lifhments which fuch perfons are too apt to give to their narration, (o-—j—_eed 


To be ferious, it is very difficult for one, who is fure of not being 
contradicted, to refift a ftrong inclination to tell wonders. Did not 
a traveller come back full fraught with extraordinary curiofities, his 


friends would laugh at him for pretending to have made the tour of 


foreign countries; and he would appear at once uninformed and ri- 
diculous. Senfible, therefore, that he is permitted to enlarge and 
improve as he pleafes, he thinks it becomes him to relate one {tory 
after another in fuch a manner, as each fhall amaze you, without 
giving you a moment’s paufe to queftion him upon any. Should 
we commend the imagination of a poet or a painter, if they made 
no ufe of that general licence which is granted them, of inventing 
what they pleafe, and adorning thofe inventions with all the lively 
images of fancy? It is their office, you know, rather to amufe than 
inftruct ; and not content with forgivenefs for endeavouring to de- 
ceive us, they demand applaufe for deceiving ingenioufly. In this 
refpect, CTESIPHON, (interrupted I,) you are in the right to be 
candid to the poets; but methinks no excufe is fufficient for the 
travellers. They. have received indeed, as you intimate, a kind of 
licence for lying; but it is a privilege more allowed them from 
courtefy and prefcription, than from the motives of reafon and good 
fenfe. In my opinion, no quarter fhould be given to thofe, who, 
by forging ftrange things of the nations they have pafled through, 
mifreprefent one half of mankind to the other; and inftead of era- 
dicating the popular felfifhnefs and little prejudices of their country- 
men, ferve only to confirm and-encreafe them. Such as thefe may 
be faid to fow the feeds of divifion among the inhabitants of the 
earth, and to banifh the great principle of univerfal benevolence 
from the world. Let us return to the poets. To relate a fad with 
fimplicity, is not fo peculiarly their province, as to relate: it with 

ernament.. 
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a go ornament. The poetic di€tion muft neceflarily be raifed to diftin- 
LXXIX, Oo . one 
i———_) guifh it from the calmnefs of profe writings. A certain fpirit of en- 


es 


thufiafm ought to diffufe a complexion of fupernatural infpiration 


over their compofitions, which would appear frantick in a plain com- 


mentary or annal. With them every fhepherdefs is a nymph or 
NAIAD; every huntrefs a DIANA; every beauty a VENUs. True, 


See dg eR, elena 


(anfwered he,) and the language of poetry would be nothing without 
it. How could we relifh the Iliad or Odyfley of our admired 
TIOMER, without the divine machinery introduced there, and the 
mixture of thofe interefting fables which he has wove into his 
poems? Do you not think the invafion of Greece by XERxEs, 


when he {wept acrofs the globe with millions in his train, a more 


wrmnmeyereeremmonen semen goer teee emma tn, aga eraeemarert tae 


wonderful ftory in every part of it, than the war of Troy would 
appear to us, when ftript of its poetical apparel? In a word, the 


an tear 


impatient fon of PELEus is obliged to Homer for his immortality ; 


and the fame of that ancient fiege is more owing to the warm ima- 


gination of the poet, than to any hiftorical accounts that have 
been tranfmitted to us of it. None of thefe reprefent it in half 


fo confiderable a light. An hiftorian would tell us fimply, that 
HEcTOR was a brave man: the poet informs us, he has Mars 
for his companion. Is Unysses fhipwrecked? It is faid, that 
NEPTUNE is angry with him; and the wifdom of the fame hero 
is attributed to the infpiration of Minerva. Thus the Greeks, 
in imitation of the Phoenicians and Agyptians, have filled their 


hiftory with mythology. “The ground of the fable is real, while. 
the ornaments are feigned; and the truth of antiquity is deformed 
by the ignorance of the people, the artifice of the priefts, and the 
genius of the poets. Painters and {culptors have contributed not 
a little to fupport the credit of fabulous ftories; and a Satyr, or a 
Fawn, a Syren, or aCentaur, is often indebted for its {purious exiftence 
to an elegant ftatue or a fine painting. And here, added I, let us not 


forget 
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forget the theatres of Athens. They are founded upon fiction, and 4 ee 
fubfift by the reception which it meets with. The poet feigns —~——_ 
converfations and actions in.the dramatic way. His plot is taken 
from fome fable. It is fet, as it were, in motion before our eyes; 
and if the reprefentation is performed with plaufibility, we almoft 
begin to think the tale not impoflible in reality. Beyond difpute 
(continued he) the ftage may be called the kingdom of mythology. 
It reigns there protected by the fuperftition of the people, and is en- 
couraged by all the arts of national profufion. But there has not 
been a more plentiful fource of fable than the ignorance of the firft 
ages in philofophy. From thence arife many of their aftronomica} 
fables and fanciful reprefentations of the powers of nature; for 
curiofity leads men to enquire into the caufes of extraordinary 
effets; and if the true explications are wanting, imaginary ones 
take their place. Each river and fountain is fuppofed to have a 
guardian deity ; AZo1,Us is made ruler of the winds; Iris, or the 
rainbow, is appointed meflenger to the gods; the fun and moon are 
worshipped under the names of APOLLO and CynTuta, and eclipfes 
are faid to be owing to the loves of ENDYMION and Diana. Thus, 
faid he, there is nothing fo abfurd but the creating power of a poet 
cancommand it. But furely one may account for their allegorizing all 
phyfical events, from the natural temper of mankind. ‘Thefe events 


of themfelves being extraordinary, are a good foundation for a 
poetical fancy to work upon; and we are more pleafed with a fable 
that conveys a fignificant meaning, than with one which engages 
our admiration without fatisfying the underftanding. In this manner 
the poets choofe to blend utility with entertainment, to amufe us 
with fuch ftories as are raifed upon inftrudtive truths. And I be- 
lieve we may confider it as a general clue to all the intricacies of 


mythology, that moft of its fables are built, either on the aGtions of 
hiftory, 


312 ATHENIAN LETTERS. 


LETTER hiftory, or the operations of nature; on the principles of civil po« 
LXXIX, 


1———) licy, or the maxims of morality. 


—— 


Our fophift was now interrupted by fome other pupil; but as I 


went away from him, he told me he would be glad of my company 
once more in the Lyceum, for that the fubject of fables was by no 
means exhautted. 


From Athens. Cc. 


degen la ER Xan 


or reerrmernenae ethene rere tat seer ett nan geen 


CLEANDER ¢o ORSAMES. 


ee 


A FEW days after my former vifit to the Lyceum I returned thither, 

and at a diftance faw CTESIPHON engaged in earneft converfa- 
tion with one of his followers. As foon as he perceived me, he left 
his difciple, and ran up to meet me. I have juft been inftrudting a 
young man, faid he, in the beneficent nature of the gods and the 
firft principles of juftice. I found his mind corrupted with every 
popular prejudice, and unhappily immerfed in all the wild extrava- 
gancies of fable. He was pleafed, that his follies were patronized 
in the charaéter of fome ancient hero, and vindicated his own vices 
from the example of JupirER. It is really incredible to obferve, 
what early havock fuperftition makes in the government and ceco- 
nomy of human nature; and perhaps it might admit of fome difpute, 
whether the difbelief of a Providence, or the abfurd romances of 
fuperftition, have been moft fatal to mankind. If the one difowns 
the exiftence of fuperior beings, the other confefles fo many foolifh 
and arbitrary tyrants: if the former gives a loofe to the paffions, the 


latter 
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latter debafes and enflaves the reafon, Every day’s experience con- REP LER 
vinces me of this truth; and I can no longer wonder at the TZT1O= eee) 
rance and grofs credulity of the firft ages, when I meet with fuch 
unaccountable inftances of both in the days of knowledge and im- 


provement. But let us apply more clofely to our fubjed. 


The laft thing we took notice of the other day was, that the poets 
for the moft part founded their fables, not only on fome fact in 
hiftory, or phenomenon in nature, but on the fentiments of civil 
policy and the maxims of morality. For my own part, I am fo 
thoroughly perfuaded of this, continued CresipHon, that the no- 
tion can never be wrefted from my mind by any plaufibility of 
wit, or force of reafoning. When we are told, that, after the ex- 
pulfion of the giants from heaven, Fame {prang from the earth as 
their youngett fifter, can we apply it to any thing but to the {editious 
murmurs which ufually fucceed an infurre@tion? Or from the ftory 
of CassANDRA do we not immediately colle& the fruitleffnefs of 
untimely counfels? As fhe difdained to fubmit herfelf to the defires 
of APOLLO, the god of harmony, in like manner fuch advifers, too 
proud of their own wifdom and dexterity, difregard the occafions to 
{peak and to be filent, the difference between vulgar and judicious 
ears, and the grace and gravity of difcourfe. Thus let their judg- 
ments be ever fo profound, they fail of their purpofe; and rather 
accelerate than prevent the ruin of their friends: —The thought, an- 
{wered I, is ingenious; I may add, perhaps, refined: and to be 
plain with you, one cannot but obferve, that if the priefts and bards 
of antiquity intended by each of their fables to convey fome ex- 
guifite inftruGtion to the minds of their fcholars, they took a great 
deal of pains to exprefs with obfcurity, and in a large compafs of 
words, what they might have delivered in fewer terms with more 
eafe and perfpicuity. Befides, you fcarcely allow, that they ever 
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invented a fable merely for the fake of giving play to the imagina- 
tion. And fo, according to your thoughts of the matter, we mutt 
fuppofe the neceflitous and wandering ‘Ao/du of antiquity entrufted 
with all the arcana of religion, acquainted with the arts of princes, 
and to have made themfelves mafters of the feveral myfteries of go- 
vernment.—The learning of the world at that time, replied Crest- 
PHON, lay in few hands; and the ’Aoida, whom you fpeak of, had 
certainly the largeft fhare of it. Their travels to the courts of petty 
lords (of whom there were many in. thofe days) and to the towns 
which were then in higheft repute through Greece, furnifhed them 
with a more confiderable knowledge of the manners of various na~ 
tions, and their opinions in religion and politicks, than any other 
inhabitants of the country. Homer, you know, is reported to 
have converfed with Lycurcus; and they fay, that, in forming 
the Spartan ftate, the fevere lawgiver paid a peculiar deference to the 
fentiments of the fanciful poet. With refpect to their tales, to me 
it feems more reafonable to imagine, that thefe ’Ao/Dy always conceal 


' fome fubje& of improvement under the mafk of fable. It was the 


fafhion of the Agyptians to utter themfelves in parables and dark 
fayings. The Greeks have derived the fame cuftom from their 
teachers; and you know it has been conftantly looked upon as part 
of the wifdom of antiquity. But the invention of romance for the 
fake of romance, could only be an argument of folly. As to your 
objection to the ufe of allegory, I can in no fort admit it. A foul 
fo aptly prepared for inftruGtion as yours, CLEANDER, would choofe 
the neareft way to it. But how few are there, alas! who have the 
fame difpofition to receive it? A plain truth cannot offend you: 
were it moulded and foftened to your inclination, you would think 
it an affront to your underftanding ; and you have no fooner marked 
out an error in your conduét, than you reform it. I befeech you 
not to judge of the reft of mankind by the temper of your own 


mind. 
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mind. Allegory is a proper and familiar way of bringing thofe to 
reafon who cannot bear a downright reproof. It fweetens the bitter 
draught of inftrudtion ; it carries nothing that is auftere or difgufting 
along with it; and the impreffion which it leaves, though gently 
and gradually made, is neverthelefs lafting. Allegory is the varnith 
of truth; and while it takes away nothing from the ftrength of it, 
adds a glofs and beauty to it, agreeable to all, and inviting to many. 
f am convinced, {aid I, CTEsIPHON, by your argument; and the 
encomium which you pafled upon my temper in the courfe of it, 
is the only inftance where your judgment can be called in queftion. 


But I intreat you to go on. 


Another fource of mythology, added CrzsipHon, has been an 
ignorance in languages, efpecially the Phoenician; and this I am 
very well affured of, from my own knowledge of that tongue. It 
is natural to imagine, that the language of the colonies, which came 
from Phoenicia into Greece, would mix itfelf in procefs of time with 
the original language of the country; and as it abounds with equi- 
vocal words and phrafes, whenever the Greeks met with them in 
the Phoenician hiftories, they thought themfelves at liberty to explain 
them agreeably to their own humour. An example or two will 
fuffice to maintain my obfervation, The word Nabba/eh imports 
equally a keeper, ora dragon, Hence the tale of the golden fleece, 
and the garden of the Hefperides. From d/pha or Iipha, fignify- 
ing alike a bull or a fhip, they framed the ftory of Europa’s being 
carried off by JuprTeR transformed into a bull, inftead of faying, 
more confiftently with the accidents of common life, that fhe was 
conveyed ina fhip to Crete. By the affiftance of languages one may 
trace the origin of thofe AAgyptian and Phoenician fables, that have 
been deformed and varied by the Greeks, with a view to prove, 


that the rife of all was among them, and that they received neither 
Sr5.2 their 
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LETTER their deities nor great men from any other people. This arifes from 
LK! 


L————.) their national pride, in pretending to be Avréyfaec, or Aborigines, of 


the country. 


The tale of Europa, which you have juft mentioned, anfwered 
I, puts me in mind of another fource of fable, ridiculous perhaps 
and whimfical, but not yet touched upon; I mean a regard for the 
reputation of feveral matrons and princefles of antiquity. As it was 
impoffible their chaftity fhould ever be violated by human means, or 
the allurements of the faireft mortals, fome god muft have forced 
them to a compliance with his wifhes; and thus the foft gal- 


lantries of the lover were imputed to the arbitrary injunétions of a 


deity. 


After all, concluded the fophift, we muft look for the chief caufe 
of fable in vanity, the prevailing foible of mankind. Our anceftors, 


unable to follow plain nature, abfurdly endeavoured to exceed it. 


For defigning to raife their own characters to fame, or propofe their 
own lives as the patterns for imitation, they defcribed them with all 
the marvels of poetry and fancy. Strange fondnefs for fiction! that 


could make them afpire to a reputation of extravagance, unjuftly 


called heroifm, and fet themfelves for an example in fuch aétions as 


are above the capacity of aman. How different is the behaviour of 
unaffected virtue! She difdains the gay ornaments of fiction, and 
borrows no luftre but from her own intrinfick excellence. Her views 
are not like thofe of the romantically ambitious, dependent on falfe 
glory, and the blaft of popular applaufe. She teaches us to recom- 
mend our actions to the efteem and admiration of pofterity, unmixed 


with fuch fantaftick falfehoods, as may be thought juftly an allay to 
their merit. | 


C,. 
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Tun Gas Vine amma SOCK 


CLEANDER fo MEGAByZzUS. Fyrom Athens. 


HY five thoufand daricks *, noble fatrap, are fo far from creat- LETTER 


° : . XXXI. 
ing me a difagreeable employment, that they give me occafion , 5 ee ) 


to improve and indulge my tafte among thofe curiofities which thou 


defiredft me to procure, and at the fame time are of fervice to me in 
my minifterial capacity, by introducing me to the acquaintance of 
many confiderable perfons, and advancing me to a character which 
the greateft men here are fond of, that of a lover and judge of thofe 
elegancies. Were my fellow-labourer CRATIPPUS to undertake fuch 
a commiffion, he would at once lofe all the intereft his fingular ad- 


drefs has procured him in the Lacedemonian adminiftration ; nay, 
it were well if he did not get himfelf expelled from that little com- 
munity, where he daily fups black broth for his mafter’s fervice, and 
outdoes the native Spartans in bitternefs againft the Athenian polite- 


nefs and Afiatick magnificence. But here whatever tends to improve 
or adorn life, has its fhare of reputation. The pencil of my coun- 
tryman PARRHASIUS has obtained for him the right of citizenfhip ; : 
and PurpiAs’s {kill in ftatuary and architecture raifed him fo high in 


the ftate, that he was treated like a publick minifter, and impeached 


before the people. But thou wilt not wonder at any marks of dif- 
tinction fhewn to artifts in this city, after thy adventure with ZEUXIs 


at Ephefus, if thou recolledteft with how ftately an air he received 
thy vifit, and, amidft all the pomp and attendance of a Perfian vice+ 


* See Letter xxx. 
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roy, how freely he reproved thy falfe criticifms on his works *. To 
thofe very reproofs is perhaps in fome meafure Owing the ad- 
mirable tafte thou now art mafter of; and which, joined to that 
liberality, which equally diftinguithes thee, will eftablith a fchool of 
elegance in the Eaft, and convert our affe@ation of the coftly and 
unnatural into a love of what is great and fimple. My fituation en- 
ables me to affift this noble defign; and it is with the greateft plea- 


fure I give thee a proof of my attention to it, by the following lift 
of what I have collegted. 


The two figures of Delian brafs are of Porycietus ft. In one 
he fhews all the foft beauties of a delicate youth ; in the other, the 
manly grace and the ftrong mufcling of a body trained to arms, 
Thou wilt be apt in the latter to charge the fculptor with extrava- 
gance; but the exercifes conftantly pra@tifed in Greece, give a fhape 
to parts, very different from that-of the lefs ative nations. 


Moft of the Herm {, thou wilt obferve, have the fame turn of 
countenance. That divine fweetnefs is not the mere idea of the 
artift; the hint is taken from ALCIBIADEs §, the moft beautiful 
youth in Athens. The Cupip holding a thunderbolt, which is alfo 
his portrait, I cannot but look upon as fomething prophetick, as a 
kind of expreffion of that reputation and authority which his charm- 


* The common ftory of ALEXANDER and APELLEs is by Aixtan, Var. Hift. lib. ii. 
cap. 2. told of Mrcasyzus and Zevxis. 


+ PotycLerus Diapumenum fecit molliter juyenem & Dorypxorum. viriliter 
pucrum, Pury. lib. xxxiy. § 19. 


{ Athenienfes illos Hermas Atcrrapis ad corporis fimilitudinem fabricatos, 
Arnos. adverfus gentes, lib. vi. 


§ De Cupidine fulmen tenente id affrmatur, ALcrsrapEM efe principem forma in 
€a wtate. Pin. lib. xxxvi, § 4. 
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ing perfon and moft engaging behaviour are likely one day to pro- © ee 
cure him among his citizens. erred 


It was with difficulty I got the fea-piece of ANDROBIUS * from the 
family whofe anceftor is the hero of it. The intrepidity and eager- 
nefs which appear in the face and aétion of SCYLLIs, as he fwims 
towards the Perfian galleys, whofe cables he cut in the bad weather 
before the battle of Artemifium, are wonderfully exprefled. Great 
minifter, let not the fubje offend thee; we love not our country 
the lefs, when we admire the virtue of an enemy ; and a work of 
art like this fent into Afia, whatever be the ftory, I confider among 
the fpoils of Greece. 


i SI I Ai lm ne oA ES or 


The victory of our troops over the fEgyptian rebels + is, however, 
a more agreeable piece. The painter, to thew it happened upon the 
Nile, has introduced a crocodile feizing an afs upon the bank, and 
enriched the land{cape with a Sphinx and a Pyramid. 


ota nae 


| 


Every mafter, thou wilt imagine, was ambitious to fucceed in the 
reprefentation of Perictes t. To help the want of proportion in 
his head, and yet not quite lofe fo ftriking a particularity, they 
generally covered it with an helmet. He was otherwife a moft 
graceful figure; and Crestiaus § has done him that juttice, that in 


* ANDROBIUs pinxit ScyLLin ancoras Perficze claffis precidentem. Pury. lib. xxv... 
§ 40. 


+ Cum prelium navale Aigyptiorum & Perfarum pinxiflet, quod in Nilo, cujus aqua 
eft mari fimilis, factum volebat intelligi, argumento declaravit, quod arte non poterat ; 
afellum enim in littore bibentem pinxit & crocodilum infidiantem ei. Pun. ibid. 
So N. Poussin fhewed, that his fcene lay in Agypt. 

t¢ PLurarcy in Pericxe. 


§ CresiLaus.—Olympium PericLem dignum cognomine. Mirumque in hac arte 
eft, quod nobiles viros nobiliores fecit. Pun, lib, xxxiv. § 19. 
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LETTER this ftatue every fpectator agrees he is truly Olympian. The ruler 

pees of Athens, the arbiter of Greece, the orator, the general, the ftatef- 
man, all appear in his look and attitude. CrestLaus indeed has 
the peculiar art of improving every charm, and adding dignity to 


the nobleft fubje@s. 


ae 


—o 


After furveying this elegant portrait, what wilt thou think of the 
fame great perfon, expofed in the ridiculous draughts of a painter in 
CLEON’s pay, his only deformity aggravated, and every feature de- 
bafed? Through all this thou wilt ftill perceive a fhocking likenefs ; 
and the painter feems as happily to have copied the abufive defcription 
of the comick poet CraTinus *, as Puipras did thofe fublime 
verfes | of Homer in the defign of his JuPiTEeR. Such is the 
licence of the pencil at Athens. But it goes higher, and burlefques 
even their gods in the ftory of the birth of Baccuus, where Ju- 
PITER appears in the drefs and pofture of a woman in labour, with the 
goddefles, like goflips, ftanding round him. The enlightened adorers 
of MiruRaAs, potent fatrap, may fafely join in the laugh at fuch 
monftrous reprefentations. To exprefs the deity under any form, 
we know to be abfurd and impious; but at the fame time we mutt 
allow, that to this fuperftition of the Greeks the arts of defign owe 
their perfeGtion and their very being. The rude image of fome god 


was the firft effort of fculpture, and the moft curious paintings adorn 
the walls of the temples, 
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The encomiums of the poets have made Myron’s ¢ cow fo famous, 
that I was determined to procure it for thee. It is indeed a capital 


* The verfes are quoted by PLuraren in Pericie,. 


+t Petulanti piura innotuit, Jove Liberum parturiente depi&o mitrato, & mulie- 
byiter ingemifcente inter obftetricia dearum. Pun. lib. xxxyv. § 4o. 


¢ Myronem—bucula maximé nobilitavit, celebratis verfibus laudata. PLun. 
lib. xxiv. § 19, 


piece. 
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piece. The brafs, thou wilt fee, is of a different kind from that eS 
employed by PoLycLeTus *; it comes from the forges of Egina, ————! 


Thefe two rivals vie even in the choice of their materials. 


The lion furrounded by Cupids, by the fame hand, ftrikes me 
much more. Wouldft thou think it poffible for that noblenefs of 
character, which diftinguifhes the gods and heroes of PHip1As f, to 
be difplayed in the brute creation? Myron’s lion will convince 
thee of it. The boys are defigned with fuch foftnefs ¢, and placed | 
fo advantageoufly, (fome tying garlands round his neck, fome 
playing with his paws, or climbing up his fides,) that no group, 
however fuperior on account of its fubjeét, has been more ad- 
mired. 


The Genius of Athens is the work of Parruasivs §. By the 
expreflion he has given to his figure, and the attributes with which 
he accompanies it, he moft ingenioufly fhews us the temper and 
ftate of this people. There is an air of grandeur mixed with levity, 
and a fiercenefs tempered by generofity. The owl reprefents poli- 
tical prudence, the caduceus eloquence, and the trident the do- 
minion of the fea. In general, I muft confefs, thefe allegorical 
fubjects feldom pleafe me. It is difficult to find fymbols that ex- 


* ZEginetico zre Myron ufus eft, Deliaco PoLycLeTus, squales atque condifci- 
puli: emulatio ijs & in materia fuit. Pxrn. lib. xxxiv. § 5. 

+ Like the famous lion of Rusens. 

{ Lezena, aligerique ludentes cum ea Cupidines; quorum alij religatam tenerent, 
alij e cornu cogerent bibere, alij calcearent foccis. Pun. lib. xxxvi. §4. The boys 
like FramMinco’s. 

§ Pinxit Parruasius Anwov Athenienfium, argumento quoque ingeniofo; volebat 
namque varium, iracundum, injuftum, inconftantem, eundem exorabilem, clementem, 
mifericordem, excelfum, gloriofum, humilem, ferocem, fugacemque & omnia pariter 
oftendere. Putin. lib. xxxv. § 36. 
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LETTER adtly reprefent the idea they are intended for; and, if they are not 
EXXXL 


t—~———_ fuch as are authorifed by common ufe, they perplex and tire the 
{pectator, inftead of entertaining and informing him. 


— 


I will not interrupt the pleafure, which I flatter mytfelf thou wilt 
receive from this account, with bufinefs of ftate, My publick dif. 
patches I have addreffed to the chief {cribe. I would {peak to thee 
on this occafion, not as the loweft flave of ARTAXERXES to the 


great {upport of his throne, but as a paflionate lover of the arts to 
the generous protector of them. 


W. 
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End of the fourth Year of the Peloponnefian War. - 
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4. M. 3577. Second Year of the 88th Olympiad. 


The fitih Year of : the Peloponnefian War. 
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LET TF E R LXXXI, 


CLEANDER fo GosryaAs. SFrom Athens. 


jf IMAGINE it unneceflary to inform the Perfian council of the in- LETTER 


vafion of Attica by the allied army under the command of Crg- LXXXI. 
Naess evemneeeed) 


OMENES, guardian to PAUSANIAS, the young Spartan king; and 
likewife of the failing of Ancipas, with forty fhips from the Pelo- 
ponnefian ports, to the relief of Mitylene. Cratippus cannot have 
failed to fend the earlieft accounts of both thefe events directly from 
Sparta. It falls within my province to fend advice of the retreat 
of CLEOMENES, who, after adding to the defolation of the country, 
(if any thing ftill remained to be laid wafte in a fifth fucceffive in- 
road,) kept hovering about with a flying camp fome time, in ex- 
pectation of the fleet’s fuccefs which had been fent to Lefbos. The 
allies, by making thefe annual incurfions, feem to have it in view 
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aan emis 


to diftrefs the Athenians, in deftroying their crops, and obliging the 
inhabitants of the villages to continue pent up within the walls of 


Athens; and they hope, that the inconveniencies to which thofe un- 


fortunate families are reduced, who have now for four years been 


deprived of their ancient habitations and the revenues of their eftates, 
TTS 2 will 
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will produce at laft fome notable turn in their favour. The want of 
provifions in Athens was fo great for fome days, that the poorer 
citizens began a tumult, which might have proved of dangerous 
confequence. ‘They firft pillaged two merchants warehoufes in the 
{treet of the tripods, and next aflembled in great numbers to plun- 
der the markets; but Diorimus, the archon polemarch, with a de- 
tachment of the garrifon, difperfed them, and took the ringleaders 
prifoners. Soon after, the Sitonai and Agoranomoi (to whom the 
care of furnifhing the city with corn and the infpeétion of the mar- 
kets are committed) brought in fupplies from Eubcea and the coaft 
of Afia Minor, and the publick tranquillity was completely reftored. 

The news arrived lately from Lefbos has entirely changed the fcene. 
The complaints of the miferies and expences of war are fucceeded 
by the joyful acclamations of viétory, and the pleafing ideas of re- 
venge over their revolted tributaries. Every man entertains his 
friends, decks his houfe with laurel, puts on his white robe, and 
pays his oblations at the fhrine of his tutelar deity. The porticos 
of the temples are adorned with arms, and the prifons filled with 
captives. Yefterday was kept as a folemn feftival, and the Prytanes 
and Archons affifted at a thank{giving-facrifice to JUPITER, in the 
name of the republick. Thou wilt judge, noble {cribe, what occafion 


there is for thefe rejoicings, when I tell thee, Mitylene is furren- 
‘dered. The inhabitants, reduced to great neceffity through a fearcity 


of provifions, and defpairing of fuccours from their allies, raifed a 
fudden commotion, obliged the rich to diftribute corn to the poor, 
and refufed to obey further orders from their magiftrates towards the 
defence of the town. The latter {eeing all authority loft in the dif 
orders of the enraged populace, and apprehending, that the next 
{tep they took would be to come to an agreement with the Athe- 
nians, from whence themfelves might be excluded, fent out deputies 
of their own to Pacnzs, who commanded the fiege ; and that ge- 


neral 
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neral admitted them to capitulate on thefe conditions: 1. That the 
city fhould be immediately furrendered to the troops of the republick, 
and quarters provided for them during their ftay in the ifland. 
2. That the Athenians fhould be at liberty to determine concerning 
the punifhment of the Mitylenians, in what manner they pleafed. 
3. That Pacues fhould neither put to death, imprifon, nor inclofe 
any citizen of Mitylene, till the pleafure of his ftate was known. 
Thefe terms were ftri€tly obferved. Pacues has fent back to 
Athens a part of his f{quadron, with a relation of the pofture of af- 
fairs in Lefbos, and SAL@TuHus, an agent of Lacedemon, and the 
principal authors of the revolt, prifoners. Along with them like- 
wife is arrived a deputation of the magiftrates of Mitylene, who 
come to implore the mitigation of the punifhment intended to be in- 
flicted on them for their revolt. I much doubt, whether they will 
fucceed in their errand. The people in general feem inclined, by a 
rigorous fentence, to deter the reft of their allies from the leaft 
thought of fhaking off their dependance. No news is yet arrived 
of the Peloponnefian fhips ; feveral are uneafy, left they fhould fur- 
prize the army and fleet at Mitylene, wha are probably enjoying that 
fecurity which accompanies fuccefs. 


If I can colle& any thing from what Nicander has communicated 
to thee of the views of his ftate in feeking an alliance with Perfia, it 
is, that they are unwilling to be reproached by the reft of Greece 
with having brought in Barbarians to decide the quarrel, which 
makes them not very forward to f{mooth the openings to a negocia- 
tion. At the fame time they are inclined to keep on fair terms with 
the Great King, that they may be able to pufh on an alliance with 
him more brifkly, when any remarkable ftroke of ill fortune befalls 
them. I would offer it to thy confideration, whether it would not 
be advifable for the Perfian miniftry, in return, to fhew an abfolute 
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eee averfenefs to comply with their extravagant propofals, and difcover 


Leenyaeed fome inclinations-of joining with the Athenians. Iam perfuaded, it 
~would {often their ftiffnefs and difdainful pride, when they fee a weight 
like that-of Perfia ready to be thrown into the oppofite feale. I am 
encouraged to ufe this freedom, illuftrious minifter, from the gene- 
rous confidence with which thou honoureft .me in thy difpatches ; 
a confidence, which more than repays the value of my fervices, and 
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even makes the danger, to which my ftation expofes me, difappear. 
{It rejoices me, to be affured from thy authority, that the deteftable 
practices of Sacas were founded rather on the chimerical hopes of 
a forward traitor, and fome fpeeches thrown out by malecontents, 
than any formed plan of the great fatraps of Media, or the general 
difcontent of that province. There isa merchant of Samos at Sufa, 
by name PyTHon, a notable man, whom the Athenians employ as 
a {py upon the fublime court. I faw one of his letters in the hands 
of a fenator of my acquaintance, which relates to am inftru@ion he 
had received from the fenate to difcover the progrefs of the Lacede- 
monian negociation, and found the temper of the minifters with re- 
gard to an embafly from hence. PyTHON writes word, that “ no 
“one could perfonally be more difagreeable to the Perfian court, 
than the refident NiIcANDER; and if fome Athenians of addrefs 
and politenefs, enabled by large appointments to entertain magni- 
ficently, and conform to the manners of the Eaft, were fent 
thither, before the Lacedemonian reprefentations had made any 
impreffion, they need not doubt of fuccefg in whatever they 
undertook,” 
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The Athenians are juft deprived of their beft admiral, by the 
death of PHoRMro; he waé an officer of long experience, and de- 
ferved reputation ; having diftinguifhed himfelf in the war againft 
the Samians, and commanded with great bravery and fkill at the 
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fiege of Potidea, and the two naval fights off Naupadtus, of which 
thou wilt find a relation in my difpatches of the third year. His 
plain frugal way of living was extremely well fuited to the fimplicity 
of the firft ages of the republick, and is now almoft become a pro- 
verb. His lofs is much regretted by the failors; for though he 
kept up a ftri& difcipline, he behaved towards them with great 


humanity, and refembled them in the honeft roughnefs of his 
manners. 


I was juft upon the point of clofing up thefe letters under the 
cover of Hippras, when Dioporvs, one of the Prytanes, a lead- 
ing man here, made me a vifit, and informed me, amongft other 
particulars, that a light frigate was juft arrived, which brought letters 
from PacuEs, importing, that two hips of his fquadron, the Pa- 
ralus and Salamis, being out on a cruize, had difcovered ALCIDAS’s 
{quadron lying off the ifland Claros. As foon as he received this 
intelligence, he failed from Mitylene; and though he purfued them 
as far as Latmos, he could not come up with them. He had inter- 
cepted letters from TEuTIPALUS, admiral of Elis, to this effe@; 
that, “ whilft they were on their voyage to Lefbos, they heard of the 
“furrender of Mitylene. Upon this, a council of war was called, , 
“in which AtcrpAs declared himfelf for a retreat, contrary to his 
opinion and that of other officers, who propofed to land the troops 
“ by night, and attack the Athenians, before, they were. fettled in. 
*¢ their quarters.” 


ce 


Forget not, potent fatrap, to lay meat the feet of the mighty 
ARTAXERXES, the fhadow of the divine OROMAsDES on earth. 
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CLEANDER ¢o HyYDASPEs. 


| pee hideous noifes of the people, which prevailed lately for fe- 
veral days in this city, on account of the orgies and ceremo- 

nies performed at the Dionyfia, have left fuch an impreffion upon 
my mind, as is not to be effaced by any tranquillity I enjoy at prefent. 
I own te thee, HypDaAspes, I am fo fhocked with what I have feen 
and heard, that I can no longer think I dwell with the polite Athe- 
nians. It is with difficulty I can refrain from imagining myfelf 
tranfported into a tribe of barbarous Scythians, where the wildeft 
frenzy and licentioufnefs have triumphed over all the diétates of 
common modefty. Thus enthufiafm gets the better of our reafon; 
and they, who attend to the falfe principles of the Greek fuperfti- 
tions, forget to behave with the fame decency and good fenfe in the 
bufinefs of religion, which influence them in the ordinary concern- 
ments of life. The entertainments which pleafe me moft, are the 
publick fpe@acles of the theatre; and thou mayeft imagine I have 
not been fo incurious an obferver of what pafles round me, as to ne- 
gle&t being prefent at every reprefentation of this kind. Thefe are 
chiefly exhibited on their greateft feftivals ; I mean thofe of Baccuus 
and Minerva; and are celebrated with as much gaiety and fplen- 
dour in the midft of a tedious and expenfive war, as in the moft 
diffolute times of peace and luxurious plenty. For the genius of 
this people is equally turned to matters of diverfion and amufement, 
as to the humane and military arts; and not a holiday in their ca- 
lendar 
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lendar is unattended with martial exercifes in memory of fome hero, roe 7 


or a facred proceffion in honour of fome deity. ean aiid 


The Athenian theatre is built in a femi-circular form on one fide, 
and fquare-wife on the other. The fpace comprifed within the for- 
mer is allotted to the fpectators, and contains many feats, which rife 
gradually to the top of it. The fquare part in the front belongs to 
the actors, and in the interval between both lies the orcheftra. The 
{emi-circle has three rows of pillars raifed one upon another, which 
form the body of the edifice in three different ftories. From the 
higheft of thefe, the women {ee the reprefentation, prote@ed from 


the inclemencies of the weather. As the ator can {carcely be heard 


to the extremity of the theatre without affiftance, the Athenians have 
contrived an ingenious method of fupplying that defed ; they have 
placed huge vafes of brafs under the feats, which, being toned to all 
the different modulations of the human voice, convey the founds 
more ftrongly and diftin@ly to the ear of the auditor. The orchef- 
tra, particularly fo called, is appropriated to the dancers and ‘panto- 
mimes, who play between the aéts and at the end of divers repre- 
fentations. On the one fide ftand the chorus; on the other, the 
band of mufic. The fcenes occupy the whole front of the building 
from fide to fide; and when they are changed, thew occafionally to 


the {pectators, either a private apartment or the forum, the city or 


the country. As only the porticos are roofed, it.is neceflary to 
draw fail-cloth, faftened with cords to mafts, over the reft of the 
theatre, to defend the {pectators from the heat of the fun. But as 
this cannot prevent the warmth occafioned by the breath and perfpi- 


ration of fuch vaft numbers as are ufually prefent at thefe entertain- 
ments, they take care to allay it by perfumed waters, conveyed for 
that purpofe above the porticos, which falling again through an 
infinity of {mall pipes concealed in the ftatues, with which the 

VOL. 1. UU theatre 
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LE TDEB hase abounds, diffufe not only an agreeable coolnefs all round, 
paras but the moft fragrant {cents. I remember I was laft year prefent in 
the theatre to fee one of the tragedies of Eurrpipgs, when ona 
fudden we were difturbed by a violent ftorm of thunder and lightning, 
which immediately obliged all the fpectators, in great confufion, to 
retire for fome time within the porticos behind the feats of’ the 
theatre. It was indeed one of the moft miferable hours I have 
pafled fince my arrival here, on account of the diforder which mutt 
neceflarily attend fo great a crowd; but I was amply rewarded for 
my fufferings by the excellent performance that fucceeded it. The laft 
play I faw was the Acharnenfes‘of ArtstopHANgs. It was exhi- 
bited a few days fince, and is the fecond comedy that rifing poet has 
produced. The judges pronounced in favour of it againft feveral 
others, which were prefented to them; and the prize was beftowed 
on him with honour. On the morning before the reprefentation, 
PHILEMON and I were walking together in the forum, and faw many 
of the citizens going up to the citadel to receive their oboli (accord- 
ing to PERrcLEs’s law) for frequenting the theatre. My patron 
took notice to me of it, and told me, that he had vehemently op- 
pofed that law when it was offered, and therefore difdained accept~ 
ing the penfion which it gave him a right to demand. In the after- 
noon I had the good fortune to accompany him to the play. We 
fat almoft in the centre of the theatre, and were not only well fitu- 
ated for a view of the fpe€tacle, but had at the fame time an oppor- 
tunity of furveying an audience of thirty thoufand people, without 
offence or interruption. Soon after we entered, the mufick joined 
in one of the moft pleafing concerts I have ever heard, compofed 
by the union of the Dorick harp with the Phrygian flute; and my 
good friend looked round him with that air of complacen 
tisfation, which the fight of a numerous and cheerful company is 
apt to raife in a mind always exerting its humanity. As thou haft 
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never received any letters from me relating to the Athenian theatre, 
or their manner of aéting,.I thall mention to thee in this its moft 
ftriking peculiarities. The firft remarkable thing which occurs, is, 
that the actors are all mafked; for they fay, the expreflion of the 
countenance would be loft at ae further end of the theatre, without 
fome invention of that fort, In comedy it has a further ufe, in ex- 
hibiting caricaturas of fuch perfons on the ftage as the poet has an 
intention of fetting in a ridiculous or feandalous light. I obferved 
a man placed with a pitch-pipe in his hand behind one of the fide- 
{cenes, which played a note in the right key, whenever it was pro~ 
per for the adtors to give a different modulation to their voices ; and 
I faw another ftationed near him with an iron plate at the Bottom of 
his foot, which he ftruck upon the ground at {tated intervals, to 
guide them in the well-timing of their a@ion; as. if the words and 
fentiment would not almoft of courfe lead an underftanding player 
into the gefture and tone of voice which may be requifite to ex- 
prefs both. 


For my own part, I am amazed how the national delicacy of 
Athens can endure fo many glaring contradiétions to nature; but 
though I have converfed with the moft judicious among them on this 
head, I find the irrefiftible force of prejudice and cuftom has got the 
better of all fenfe of propriety and decorum. Nor was I'more pleafed 
with the comedy, than with the a@tion. The plan of it was wholly 
factious, and defigned to intimate the fuperior excellence of peace 
above war. It reprefented an inhabitant of a little town in Attica 
much diftreffed by the loffes he had undergone in the Peloponnefian 
campaigns, and unable to bear them any longer. The poet intro- 
duced this man making a private exclufive agreement with the La- 
cedemonian army, and enjoying the fruits of peace, while the Achare 
nians, Megarians, and Athenians endure all the painful hardthips 
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and fervices of war. He infinuated, that the people are amufed, 
either by the threats or promifes of the fenate, and the ambition of 
Creon and Lamacuus, their generals, who advance their parti- 
cular intereft by prolonging the common calamity. In fhort, nei- 
ther the ftate nor its officers, nay, not even the honoured memory 
of PERICLES, was treated with mercy in this one play. In the very 
firft aét of it he ridiculed the affembly of Athens and the embaf- 
fadors fent abroad by their countrymen, by fuppofing fome of the 
latter to give a fenfelefs account to the former of a trifling negocia- 
tion with the Great King. In the fecond aé&, he refle€@ted on CLEON’s 
character with peculiar feverity for the profecution commenced 
again{t him laft year, “ as one who expofed the commonwealth to 
“* the derifion of ftrangers.” And the chorus pronounced a vaunt- 
ing panegyrick on ARISTOPHANES’s qualities, as “ an excellent 
** cenfor of manners, and counfellor of the ftate; as one who de- 
“ ferved highly of the Athenians, and had been much enquired 
** after by the Perfian monarch.” This fulfome ftrain was received 
with a thunder of applaufe, and accompanied with a new dance of 
ARISTOPHANES’s invention. The whole piece was interf{perfed 
with feveral parodies on EuripipEs, and an infinite number of allu- 
fions to the publick tranfaétions. . 


When the play was over, I could not help difcovering my furprize 
to PHILEMON, as we walked home together, at the general appro- 
bation given by the audience to fuch unjuft and indecent feurrility. 
Surely, faid I, the performances of your comick poets are as fo many 
feditious firebrands, thrown by publick authority among the people 
to inflame them. Their wit is like the moft dangerous and deadly 
poifon, fufficient to corrupt the minds of the vulgar againft thofe 
who prefide over the arms and counfels of the ftate. Are ye not 
apprehenfive, that contempt will one day beget hatred, and hatred 
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will break out into violence and rebellion? Methinks while the LETTER 
citizens in the adminiftration have the management of the ftage, it ia nad 
fhould feem natural for them to mould its politicks according to their 
own ichemes, and make it fpeak in their favour to the people. 
That would never be fuffered, anfwered he; you know in Athens 
we confider the ftage, as a centinel pofted by our conftitution to 
warn the republick of approaching perils. We are afraid of intruft- 
ing the leaft degree of power with the beft of our citizens, and 
whenever we are brought to that neceflity, we have a thoufand arts 


00, 


of watching over them; of putting them out of conceit with their 
greatnefs, left they fhould grow too fond of it; and of fetting them 


on, their guard in actions of the minuteft confequence. How does 
it beat down the little pride of minifters, to refle€t, that all their 


meafures are canvafled by a comick poet; and that their foibles are 


-expofed licentioufly to the publick view, while the ridicule is relifhed 
and applauded by their countrymen? But, faid I, are not their 


i gan eC PR a i CRO RHO 


meafures enough cenfured or commended in the proper places of 
debating, in the affemblies of the people? Is it not fufficient, that 
they are examined by the art of your orators, without being hu- 


moroufly abufed by your poets and play-writers? Befides, it is 


dangerous to regard ridicule as the criterion of truth, for it prefents 
us commonly with partial and unfair reprefentations of it. By 
throwing falfe colours over the diétates of wifdom, we may give 
them the appearance of folly; and I take ARISTOPHANES to be 
more concerned for the fuccefs of a watticifm, than the welfare 
of the publick ; a buffoon, who could be fearcely grave upon the 


ruin of his country. 


PHILEMON was going to reply, and I would have talked with 
him more upon the fubject, but he was unfortunately called off by 


fome of his acquaintance. Forgive me then, if I vent my aftonifh- 
ment 
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LETTER ment to thee. Is it not ftrange, my noble friend, that the publick 


LXXXxIll, 


L—~—-—J Archons fhould authorize thefe fatires on the publick officers and 


meafures of the ftate? or that thofe, who are intended by the conftitu- 
tion to reftrain, fhould yet be the legal éncouragers of licentioufnefs? 
Is it not impious, that in the very a& of devotion toa deity, they 
fhould dare to laugh at, and exprefs their contempt for that deity? 
Is it not impolitick, that the civil magiftrate fhould not only be, 
acceflary to a libel on his methods of exercifing the civil authority, 
but even ftrike by this means at religion, the fupport and founda- 
tion of that authority ? Is it not more than abfurd, that every private 
citizen fhould be paid out of the publick funds, for going, where 
an affeGtion for new diverfions would of courfe invite him; and 
that the revenue fhould be thus idly wafted, in the midft of a war, 
and to the difappointment of the publick fervice ? Was it not incon- 
fiftent with the character of a wife man, to propofe the law which 
enacted this extravagance, and at once eftablith it beyond the power - 
of a repeal? Perhaps it would not have amazed one, if PERICLES 
had given money to the people, to prevent them from frequenting 
a place, where his own character was fo infamoufly reviled. But 
was it not ridiculous to take pains in quickening their appetite for 
{candal ? and did he not a@ unbecoming the greatnefs of his temper, 
in ftooping to fuch a dirty and fatal art of popularity? Is it not 
incredible, that the reprefentation of a few tragedies fhould have 


coft more money to this city, than the naval armaments of all 


Greece, in defence of its freedom againft XERXES? or that the 
Athenian republick fhould be unanimoufly profufe in improving 
thofe pleafures, which may contribute hereafter to deftroy it, like 
the wretch who decorates the funeral pile, on which he is one day 
to be burnt? How inconfiftent is the lawlefs democracy of Athens! 
while the government under which thou liveft, potent fatrap, is 


more fteady in its movements, more jealous of its power, and more 


tender 
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tender of the regard that is fhewn to it. Were fuch a fellow as LETTER. 


; 4 LXXXHI. 
ARISTOPHANES to publith his comedies in Perfia, with a view to Woryeua 


ridicule the aétions of fo great a minifter as MEGABYZUS ; a fellow, 
who can. expofe an honeft, and difconcert a wife meafure, who can 
recommend a weak one, and fanétify a bafe one ; by the holy fire of 
the magi, our monarch would put him to the fevereft torments his 
royal vengeance could infli&, and doom him to the lingering death 
of malefactors in the Ath-tower * at Ecbatana. 


C, 


ds. 4 Basilne ld 2s Rion GXES KTV, 


HipprAs ¢o CLEANDER. 


HEN I can find leifure from my employment as a merchant, 
WwW I often turn my thoughts to literary fpeculations, or engage 
with my acquaintance in political debates. _It is at thefe times I 
indulge my imagination in laying out new plans for regulating the 
government of Perfia; and I can fearcely forbear fmiling at mylelf, 
when I refle&, how excellently I fhould behave as a minifter of {tate, 
if my power of doing good were but equal to my will. Had I 
been with you at the time of conferring ¢ with your Athenian 
friend, I fhould have entered more largely into the argument than 
you did, and not have foftened fo much what was faid concern- 
ing the Grecian conftitution. Indeed, I cannot blame the difcre- 
tion, which you ufed in your prefent circumftances. But you 


* An high tower being filled a great way from the bottom with afhes, the criminal 
was thrown headlong from the top*of it into them, where, by means of a wheel, 
they were raifed about him, till he was fuffocated. See Vater, Max. |. ix. c 2. 
Exter. §6. 2 Maccab. c. xiii, Note by the tranflator.. 
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have allowed more weight to his reafoning in the clofe of your 
account of-it, than I can by any means perceive in it. And though, 
according to your letter, the man exprefled himfelf with fluency 
and vivacity on the fubje&t, yet methinks it was rather glittering 
in the words, than ftrong in the fenfe. I confefs to thee, Crz- 
ANDER, after much deliberation, I am willing to impute the fail- 
ure of XERXES’s expedition, not to the valour of that divided 
people among whom thou refideft, but to the rath counfellors 
who approved the defign of that extraordinary invafion, and to the 
meafures which dire&ed it. Thou wilt obferve, I have endeavoured 
to {peak impartially to this point; thou knoweft my relation to 
Greece, by my extraétion from that country ; thou knoweft my 
relation to Perfia, from the happinefs I enjoy under the influence 
and protection of the Great King. I am not, however, fo preju- 
diced in favour of the one, as to give the merit of its fuccefs 
to bravery and good. condué& alone; nor fo blind to the miftakes 


of the other, as either to conceal its difgrace, or palliate its ill ma- 
nagement. 


The chief thing which XerxzEs wanted, was a true judgment. 
Prefuming on his own deferts, he was unfit to give or to receive 
good advice. Puffed up by the naufeous breath of flattery, his 
minifters knew the art of infinuating, without even the appearance 
of fuggefting ; and the confequence of this proved, that no man was 
ever more amufed, managed, and betrayed than. he, who fancied 
himfelf prote€ted from all of them by his fuperior underftanding. 
His headftrong temper led him into the wildeft and moft unnatural 
projects, while he fondly believed the power of the Perfian empire 
was fufficient to fupport them. He entertained high notions of the 
regal dignity ; and his ambition prompted him to unite the world in 
an univerfal monarchy. At the fame time, he was not fenfible of 
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his own want of courage and addrefs to execute the {cheme. And edt ot 
indeed I have often thought it wonderfully gracious in Providence, —->—— 
that it did not impart a very confiderable fhare of either, to one who 
was {g, defirous to become the deftroyer of mankind. As foon as he 
had declared, that his enterprizing views were all levelled at the 
Grecians, he fitted out fuch a fleet, as no harbour could receive ; 
and raifed fuch an army as could be drawn up on no plain in Europe | 
or in Afia. So unwieldy a body of forces was an idle {pectacle, 
not a formidable ftrength ; nor could he, as he vainly imagined, be 
advantaged by thefe numbers, fince they would ferve equally to in- 
commode a retreat, or to prevent a vidtory. He ordered a cut to be 
made through Mount Athos, as an inftance of his greatnefs, and to 
perpetuate his name to pofterity ; for his fleet might have coafted 
round the Peninfula, or have been conveyed over the land with lefs 
difficulty. How ridiculous was his defign of a bridge acrofs the 
Hellefpont! How impertinent were his expreffions of fury, when 
he found the waves, the winds, and the feafons were not under his 
controul! After much time loft in thefe vaft and fenfelefs prepara- 
tions, he {wept like a mighty torrent over the nations of the earth. 
When he came to Abydos, he fent meffengers to all the Greeks, de- 
manding earth and water, except to the Athenians and the Spartans. 
He knew how roughly they had ufed his father’s heralds on a former 
occafion, and he conjeftured how they would ufe his on this. A 
great multitude fubmitted to his embafladors, embraced his offers, 
and encreafed his army. After he had paffed the Hellefpont, and 
advanced through Theflaly, he arrived at Thermopylz. There it 
was the Greeks fhould have drawn down their forces; thofe {treights 
fhould have been confidered as the barrier of their country. But 
fome were afraid of the Perfian, and therefore willing to join 
with him; others fhewed themfelves foolifhly fanguine for prece- 
dency, and chofe to facrifice their intereft to form; many wavered 
_ VOL. I. XX +n 
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oe 


L ad gies in their opinion, ftood debating on their meafures, and delayed in giy- 

Lend ing their affiftance. He found three hundred Spartans, with Lront- 
DAs at their head, to oppofe him. He engaged them; and it is true 
they behaved with a bravery exceeding the bounds of probability, 
and almoft too extravagant for romance. It. is faid, ‘the king 
placed himfelf on an eminence to furvey the battle. It is added, 
that he was even alarmed at what he faw; and had the Greeks been 
united at that time, I fhall own they might have defeated his forces 
in the ftreights. Then Xzrxes would have deferted his throne 
with anxiety for his perfonal fafety, inftead of leaping from it thrice 
in a fudden confternation. 


a - 


One ftep he might have taken, which would have opened his way 
eafily through the ftreights, and forwarded his conqueft. He fuf- 
fered his fleet to lie expofed to ftorms along the coaft of Magnefia, 
and it was nothing more than an ufelefs incumbrance on the ocean ; 


a 


whereas he ought to have employed it in ravaging the coafts, in 
burning the ports of Peloponnefus, in making defcents upon their 
country, in creating a diverfion of their ftrength; and thus he would 
have fatigued, haraffed, and exhaufted the Greeks. But he had a 
wrong method of making the fleet at in concert with the land 
forces, (as he conftantly called it,) by which he only meant to keep 
it always in fight, and that it fhould do him no other fervice than 
accompany his motions, and fail clofe by the fhore, while he tra- 
verfed the land. Whether he did this, that it might be in his power 
to fly in cafe of a total defeat, it may be hard to determine. How- 
ever no meafure could be more abfurd, more unlike one of a reach- 
ing head, or a general of prudence and activity. He had many 
opportunities of fending a fquadron of {hips (according to the 
counfel of DrEMARATUus) to the ifland of Cythera, which is op- 
polite to Lacedamon, from whence he might have annoyed and 


diftreffed 
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diftrefled it; but he improved none, and negleCted them all. In- LETTER 
ftead of bending every accident to fixed and rational purpofes, he ———— 
fuffered thofe accidents perpetually to fhift and vary the unfettled 

and irregular fchemes of his policy ; and the whole expedition 

ferves to convince us of this, that, far from contriving with phlegm, 

or performing with fpirit, he determined with precipitation and 

warmth, and aéted with cowardice and weaknefs. 


The paflage at Thermopylz was now clear before him: he marched 
through Phocis, and when he had rifled the temple at Delphi, en- 
camped in Beeotia. In the mean time, his fleet, after a violent {torm, 
in which it was much fhattered, made an awkward and unfuccefsful 
attempt to furprize the Grecian fhips, as they lay in the road of 
Fubcea ; for not keeping the defign fecret, it got air, and came to 
the knowledge of Turmistocies, who advifed the Greeks to 
leave their ftation in the night ; and fo by a counter furprize they 
‘ftranded and funk feveral of the Perfian gallies. The reft were 
forced to fea, where they were deftroyed by ftrefs of weather. The 
next day the Perfians engaged with them at Artemifium ; and al- 
though the Grecians thought it right to retire, yet the confliG 
was fuftained with equal lofs on both fides. Whereupon the for- 
mer contented themfelves with invading Eubcea, inftead of pufhing 
their main point on the continent of Greece, and the latter refitted 
with diligence in the ftreights of Salamis. By this time Xzurxzs 
was Occupied in wafting Attica; and having put to the fword a few 
old men in the citadel, who had miftaken the fenfe of the oracle 
concerning the wooden walls, he demolithed the temples, and lorded 
it over the empty houfes in’Athens. The citizens looked for this 
event, and wifely withdrew their women and effedts into the neigh- 
bouring iflands, while every man who was able to bear arms 
embarked in fome fhip. Here was XERx#s’s grand error, and 
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the origin of all his loffes. It was his want of fagacity, and negle@ 


bed of the advice of ARTEMISIA, which caufed him to fight under fo 


many difadvantages at Salamis ; and it was fear, which prevented 
his marching to the Ifthmus. He never dared to advance into the 
Peloponnefus, though if he had done it at firft without delay, he 
muft have found very feeble oppofition. He was terrified with the 
apprehenfion of meeting the eight thoufand Lacedzmonians, who, 
as the royal exile, their countryman, informed him, were like the 
three hundred at Thermopylx. Even after the victory at Salamis, 
he might with proper management have defeated the Grecians; 
but tired with his journey, and difpirited with ill fuccefs, he fled 
back difhonourably on his way to Perfia. He fuffered a contiderable 
part of his army to perifh by peftilence and famine; that army, the 
thought of whofe natural mortality drew tears from the tyrant, but 
the thought of whofe unnatural one, occafioned by himfelf, fearcely 
touched his foul with remorfe. Infolent, when he fondly expected 
profperity, he was dejected when he felt the weight of bad fortune ; 
unable to fteer his courfe through the difficulties that furrounded 
him, every tide drew him along with it; every gale of wind carried 
him before it; continually toffed about, he lived from day to day, 
fubje& to the hourly caprice of his temper, and at the mercy of 
every precarious event. 


The imprudent, proud, and defponding king fat down to repofe 
himfelf at Sardis; folicitous for the fate of thofe numerous forces 
which he had entrufted to MARDoNIvs. His more imprudent, 
prouder, and confident minifter, promifed boldly he would fubdue 
all Greece; if he failed in performing it, he prefumptuoufly dew 
clared, he would take thame to himfelf, without any reflection on 
the honour of his mafter. XERXES fatisfied himfelf with the rant 
and vanity of a madman; he foolifhly thought the ruin of Mar- 

DONIUS 
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DONIUS would caft no cloud over his own reputation; and rea- a BL ER 
foned as foolifhly to himfelf, that he might retrieve his credit, if W—~—_» 
the meafures purfued by this giddy officer were attended with 
fuccefs. He ftill hoped, . notwithftanding his difafters, if not by his 


own valour or his own merit, yet by the valour and merit of MAr- 


DONIUS, to enter SusA in a triumphal chariot, and crowned with 
the wreaths of a conqueror; for though he was defirous to be far 


from the danger, he was eager to take a fhare in the glory. 


But here his reafonings were falfe; his fchemes were defeated. 
MaRDONIvs wintered in Theflaly, marched forward to Attica in 
the {pring, and fat down idly in Athens with his army. How ri- 


diculous and incredible was a condu@ like this? He made offers of 
accommodation to the Athenians, who, he knew, would refufe them. 
He entertained however fome groundlefs expedlations, that they 
would one day accept them. But inftead of waiting till they fub- 
mitted to his clemency, he ought immediately to have repaired 
XERXES’s errors, which he had now a very fair opportunity of 
doing. He fhould have fomented the divifion; he fhould have 
improved the coolnefs between Athens and Lacedezmon; he fhould 


have penetrated into the heart of the Peloponnefus, before the wall 
at the Ifthmus was finifhed, and fpread defolation where he went: 


He might at leaft have prevented the Spartan fuccours from joining 
the Athenians at Eleufis. In this juncture what did MArpo- 
Nius? A few hours after he received notice of it, he retired 
bafely into the champain plains of Boeotia. Thus he forfeited his 
honour, betrayed the interefts of his prince, and at Platea his army 
fell a facrifice to their general’s temerity and unfkilfulnefs. He 
feems to me in that battle to have thrown away his life with the 


fame wantonnefs wherewith he always conduéted it; and whoever 
reads the hiftory of this expedition, as it is excellently told by 
HERopoTus, 


= Ca 7 og » 'S iG < f By : = 8 — e € —_ A — OPE) < 
RR eo 8 0 DOS 


342 ATHENIAN LETTERS, 


Leeann Herroportus, will find, that after his death the reliques of his 


—~——J_{eattered forces died wretchedly of hunger, ficknefs, and diftrefs, 
in fhort, a complication of miferies will prefent themfelves to him in 
all their horrors. The Greeks, elated by this fingular deliverance, 
fought at Mycale with vigour and with fpirit. The Perfians indeed 
behaved with bravery, but were difcouraged by thefe fad calamities. 
XERXES left Sardis in hafte, returned to Sufa in defpair, and fmarted 
to his laft hour for the follies of ambition. 


— 


——— 


a ET 


I have now laid before you, CLEANDER, the feveral faults com- 
mitted in this ftrange and cruel expedition. Though the king had 
fo many. repeated opportunities of overcoming the Greeks ; though 
every fucceeding opportunity made amends for the lofs of the fore- 
going ; yet they were given up to the ignorance and timidity of him- 


a 


{elf and thofe about him, It would be to fuppofe his enemies were more 
than men, if one could poflibly imagine, that powerfully affaulted 
without, and expofed to fedition and treachery within, they fhould 
be able to defeat his millions, by the mere efforts of valour, without 
receiving particular afliftance from his grofs:and frequent miftakes. 
Thus ended the invafion of Greece, unjuftifiable in its intentions, 


extravagant in its plan, ill managed in its progrefs, and fatal in its 
confequences. 


From. Ephefus. . € 


LIVE ToeES Bo Rolph XX: 


ORSAMES .¢o CLEANDER. From Memphis. 


(Sy after my laft letter to thee from Heliopolis, I departed for 
Memphis, in that delightful feafon which fucceeds the inun- 
dation. For at that time, when winter begins in other countries, 
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figypt enjoys a return of {pring ; the trees bloffom, the earth is Bs 
decked with a frether verdure, the meadows are enamelled with ey 
flowers, and the air is pure and more ferene. In the month of 
March * is held a folemn feftival to Isis. As the goddefs reprefents 
univerfal nature, and prefides over every element, they dedicate to 
her a fhip in thefe folemnities, intreating her to be propitious to. 
navigation. The proceflion began with a company of women 
crowned with garlands, and apparelled in white, fome {trewing the 
way with flowers, others fprinkling it with perfumes and balfams. 
The emblems they carry much refemblethe furniture of a lady’s toilet ; 
and feveral I obferved to hold behind them bright polifhed fpecu- 
lums, as it were in compliment to the goddefs, to refle@ her image. 
Thefe were fucceeded by a great number of both fexes, with torchés 
and waxen tapers, in honour to the fidereal deitics ; while a 
fymphony of flutes and other inftruments accompanied the voices 
of a fele& chorus of young people. Then followed a mixed mul- 
titude of the initiated, both men and women, of different ranks and 
ages, habited in white raiments, and making a fhrill noife upon 
brazen, filver, and golden fiftrums. The women had a loofe head- 
drefs over their moiftened hair; the men had their heads thaven. 
After thefe came feveral perfons of the moft diftinguifhed orders 
in the priefthood. One carried a burning lamp in a golden boat; 


another, whom I took to be the facred feribe, held in one hand the 
Caduceus. of Mercury, and had alfo a palm-branch with foliage 
of gold. The next was known by the rod of juftice, and the golden 
patera, out of which he poured.a milk-libation. Another attendant 


upon the prophet in this proceflion carried’a golden trough loaded 
with golden branches. The prophet himfelf came next, and after | 
him was brought a monftrous Anubis reprefenting Hermes. Then, y| 


Hi 
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ies, R upon the ¢houlders of the paftophori, a molten heifer, the fymbol of 


L—~—— the great goddefs; as alfo the myftical image of that deity, which to 


a 


me, who am no initiate, appeared no more than an urn with a 


round cavity in the middle, the mouth of it running out into a long 


{pout, the outfide curioufly embofled with Agyptian figures, and an 


O-uawenes 


afp fitting upon the handle, with its body entwined, but the neck 
{welling and erect. ‘The cheft likewife was carried, that contains 


the hidden myfteries. When all their proceffion, amidft the accla- 


mations of thofe who bore a part in it, was come up, and had 
ranged itfelf upon the banks of the Nile, the prophet advanced for- 


ward to the fhip; and having repeated a folemn form of words, 
with a lighted torch, an egg, and fulphur, he performed the rites of 
purification, and named and dedicated it to the goddefs Ists. The 
veflel was of citron-wood curioufly polifhed, the ftern covered with 


ot >_ sens eeeeremmmen rms engrmn 


plates of gold, and upon the canvas written the vows of the people 


for a profperous navigation, As foon as the rites of purification 


were over, the yards being hoifted, and the fails unfurled, inftantly 
all the people prefent difcharge upon it their troughs loaden with aro- 
matic gums, and pour a libation into the water. Then the cables are 
loofened, and the fhip with a gentle gale rides down the Nile. ‘The 
proceflion returns in the fame order to the temple of Isis, where 
prayers are offered by the facred fcribe for the prefervation of the 
Perfian empire, for the profperity of Egypt, and fuccefs that year 
to all the feafaring-tribe. The people prefent ftrew bay-leaves, ver- 
vain, and other fweet herbs, before the fhrine of the goddefs ; and 
with that the aflembly is difmiffed. This ceremony took its rife from 
the times of SEsosTRis, after a famous naval expedition, when he 
ravaged the coafts of the Red Sea. For he commanded a fhip to 
be built of cedar two hundred and eighty cubits in length, covered 
with gold on the outfide, and with filver within *; and this he dedi- 
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cated to the fovereign deities of fEgypt. In the temple of * Vunrcan L be 
are {hewn the ftatues of this king, his- wife and fons} which he Gi 
placed there in memory of a fignal deliverance from the treachery 
of his brother, who fet fire in the night-time to his pavilion, as he 
lay at Pelufium in his return from his great victories. That magni- 
‘ficent templet, according to tradition, was begun by MeEngs the 
founder of this city; but thofe ancient fiructures, we may believe, 
were no more than the firft rude eflays of architeGture, in which 
little regard was had to fymmetry and proportion. Tosorrurus t, 
the next fucceeding king, an aflociate of MERCURY, inftruéted the 
Memphites in the art of mafonry, and taught them to {quare and 
polifh the ftones which they ufed in their buildings. RAmpsI- 
NITUS§, a fon or defcendant of SzsostTris, built the weftern por- 
tico of VuLcan’s temple, and placed two coloffal ftatues of five 
and twenty cubits in height before the entrance, one facing the 
north, anether the fouth; the former the ‘Egyptians call Summer, 
and pay great adoration to it, but none to the latter, which they 
call Winter. PsamMerticuus afterwards added a portico to the 
weitern gate, and encompafled the temple with a wall, fupporting 
it with coloffal figures of twelve feet high inftead of pulars. In the 
temple of Osrris is the ftall of the ox Apis||, who is often confulted 
as a chief oracle, and his manner of returning anfwers is by re- 
ceiving or rejecting what is offered him, which are accordingly 
interpreted lucky or unlucky. The Nile runs on the eaft fide of 
Memphis ]; to the north and weft a great lake furrounds it -@for-an 
hundred ftadia fouthward extends an artificial bank, where anciently 
lay the channel of the Nile. This great work of turning the river, 
of filling up the old channel, and digging the lake, is afcribéd to 
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their firft king Menzs. The bank is annually repaired by Per- 
fia out of the tribute collected from thofe parts; and the foldiers 
of the neighbouring garrifons are employed in that fervice: for 
fhould it blow up, the whole city of Memphis would be in danger 
of being drowned. The inner city, which is called the White Wall, 
is chiefly inhabited by Perfians, who are feldom fewer, including 
the garrifon, than one hundred and twenty thoufand. And this 
number the Aigyptians are obliged to fupply with corn, according 
to the taxation of Darius, paying the reft of their tribute in money, 
which, befides the revenue from the lake Mceris, amounts yearly to 
feventy talents. But this is levied upon the whole province, com- 
prehending part of Lybia, as far as Barca and Cyrene. This part 
of the city was valiantly defended by us againft the Hgyptians and 
Athenians in the laft revolt. The firft palace that ever was built, 
they tell you, was built here by Mercury. In that which is at 
prefent ftanding, SAarsAmEs the viceroy of Egypt keeps his court: 
It is fituated upon the higheft ground in the city, and fronts the 
{tately northern portico of VuLcan’s temple. Behind the palace 
lies a beautiful grove*, and from the eminence you command a pro- 
{pect of the lake, to which there leads a gradual defcent through 
viftas that open upon the water. , 
It is a common report of the priefts +, that three hundred and 
thirty kings have reigned in Agypt fince Menes; that of them 
eighteen were /Ethiopians, and among them one famous woman 
named Nitocris. But the fame vanity that has led them to im- 
pofe upon mankind in other matters, and to claim to themfelves the 
earlieft antiquity, has tended to perplex their chronology. They 
have ufed a like fallacy in ftating the ages of their earlieft kings, 
* STRAB. lib. vi. + Heron. Euterp.: 
unlefs 
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unlefs the lives of men are confiderably fhortened, fince the diftant ge 
period when they reigned. The firft extraordinary event in their -~—W 
hiftory feems to be the treacherous murder of their firft king MEenzs, 
to which they fabuloufly allude in the ftory of his being deftroyed by 
an Hippopotamus. But Osrris, they own, was flain by his bro-. 
ther TypHON, and the Hippopotamus is the common emblem of 
TYPHON, as is particularly to be feen at Hermopolis. In their 
ancient fuperftition before the times of S—sosTRis, who built fhips 
of war, and extended his conquefts both by fea and land, the fea 
was an abomination to the Aigyptians, as reprefenting to them the 
deteftable TypPHON; perhaps becaufe that invader came acrofs the 
fea to Hgypt. When they fay Osiris perifhed in the fea, they 
confound the hiftorical event with their mythological allegory, and 
mean no more, than that the Nile, which is fometimes fabled by 
Osrr1s, lofes its waters in the great receptacle of all rivers. Their 
coming acquainted with this element gave birth to new conceits, 
feemingly as wild and extravagant as any I have mentioned before ; 
that the fun and moon did not, according to the vulgar notion, 
ride.in chariots through the air, but glided along in fhips or veflels, 
as through a thin liquid medium*. And one often meets with an 
Isis or an Apis upon a boat in their hieroglyphical reprefentations, 
as emblems of the fun and moon, for which they have found a 
phyfical explanation, that the heavenly bodies are nourifhed with 
vapours exhaled from the fea and rivers. The chief obftacle to the 
ZEgyptian navigation, and what kept them ftrangers to the fea fo 
long, feems to have been the want of convenient ports and har- 
bours. ‘The Phoenicians being moft commodioufly fituated for 
navigation, ftruck much earlier into naval improvements, and 
made themfelves confiderable by carrying on a traflick through all 
parts. By them the commodities of Agypt were exchanged for 
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thofe of other countries. They firft became acquainted with the 
Greeks, and by them the gyptians were made known to them; 
for though many of the Greeks owed their origin to Egypt, yet 
were they by length of time eftranged from their parent land. 
But the Phoenicians from the earlieft times were known to the 
fEgyptians. The tradition is preferved in Perfia of their original*, 
or the place from whence they very anciently removed; and we are 
well aflured, that they were once feated upon the confines of the 
Arabian gulf; and that coming from thence they fettled where they 
now are. And this memorable tradition in Perfia helps me to ac- 
count for a remarkable revolution, which I have traced out in the 
gyptian hiftory, viz. that about feven hundred years after the efta- 
blifhment of their ancient dynafties, a great invafion + happened from 
a people that came from the Eaft, who after infinite ravages reduced 
the country, deftroyed their temples, overturned their government, 
and fet up a king of their own, to whom not only the lower Agypt, 
but Memphis alfo, and the upper region, became tributary. For 
anciently what we now call Agypt was divided into three parts: The- 
bais was a diftinct diftrit ; the dynafty of Memphis was the upper 
fEgypt; and that of Heliopolis, comprehending the reft of the 
Delta, the lower region. ‘Thefe invaders have been ever fince called 
by the Agyptians Ayc/os, or fhepherds, a word of contempt, imply- 
ing a mean ignoble race, who followed no employment more ho- 
nourable than that of tending cattle. Now the Phcenicians having 
probably dwelt upon the borders of Arabia before they invaded 
figypt, might, as the Arabians are, be famous graziers; and from 
their ancient fituation might early have been acquainted with the 
feas beyond the Arabian gulf. The fix firft paftor-kings reduced all 


* Herop. Crio. c. 1. PotyHymn. 
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“Egypt under their power, except Thebais; but after a fubjeCtion pe ee 


of about five hundred years, the Aigyptians, by help of. the Theban ——~— 
king, caft off this foreign yoke. Trrumosis recovered Heliopolis, 
and was the firft prince from Thebais, who fettled his dominion there, 
and aboliihed the barbarous cuftom of human facrifices *. MOoERIS 


Se, 


*50 6, "05, "0, "859, “0 S 


about the fame time expelled them from Memphis }, and TrruMosis 


drove them into the extreme parts of the country, and took and 
ruined Abaris}, now Pelufium, their laft hold in Egypt. From thefe 
times Aigypt became a flourifhing kingdom, and increafed in power 
and glory, till SzsosTris, the brother of Danaus, extended his 


ONE Ra 


conquefts through all Afia, and fet up an univerfal empire before 


Ninus and Semiramis. With a great naval force he took Cyprus 
and Phoenicia, led an army againft the Affyrians and Medes, and after 


i aibicen NO eB a 


he had reduced thofe nations, invaded the more diftant cities and 


provinces of the Eaft.. He conquered Scythia as far as the river 


Tanais, and left pillars in feveral places in memory of his great 


Sane cReere aoee 


exploits. Upon his return out of Thrace, he planted the § Colchi 
upon the river Phafis, leaving a part of his army to people the new 


colony. He contrived: an itinerary to fettle the boundaries and dif- 
tances of the countries he had travelled over, and introduced the 


ftudy of geography, which has fince been greatly improved by the 
facred {cribes. But the firft geographical tables are faid to be pre- 
This SEsosTRIs inftructed the Hgyp- 
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ferved among the Colchi 


tians 


* Ex MANETH. PorPHYR. wel arogns. lib. ii. § 55. i ii 


+ Euses. Prenar. Evan lib. iv. c. 16. 
t Evses. ibid. lib. x. c. rf. 
§ Heron. Eut. c.163.  AGaTHtas de Lazis agens, lib. ii. c. 53. Colchi dicuntur 


effe A-gyptiorum colonia, &c. 
I “Evbev dy teva Dack wink dic wacav cdevras 


Evpdan ?Aginy re 
el ey n / > < 7 
Ala ye pany rb wv peeves $UMEOOV, viwvoirE 


005, "00, 05S" 0s, SP, S000, S009, S004 B60, D006, F009, S00, SO, S00 S 


hi) WS 
Vy eke ade 
= a7 = : S ~~ a "Gq. GD "6 > "8g, & “2s,.3 ° > “Se, & °a,.¢ ; < \ € Z : 
S864 DFO 98 9, Sg 9 SD 20, BD "009, QD 09, P00] “990, “80D “00. “OOS Go08 t.S 20.) "0p, LD P05, 


EE 


i? 
i 
\ 
: 
i. 
| 
| 
| 

z% 
f 
i 


ASTeEEI NIA N4 A EP STEERS. 


tians in horfemanfhip. His army, they tell you, confifted of twenty- 
four thoufand horfe, befides a much larger body of foot, with 
twenty-feven thoufand armed chariots ; and anciently an horfe was 
the Hgyptian fymbol for fortitude and boldnefs; but after the mili- 
tary genius of the Hgyptians abated, that warlike animal was dif 
ufed; and by the canals, which that prince began, and others have 
fince carried through every part of the country, for the more general 
conveyance of the waters, it is in moft places rendered impaffable 
for chariots and horfes. SEsosTRis firft made it a law, that no 
perfon fhould forfake the profeffion of his fathers. By this the mi-_ 
litary as well as the prieftly tribes were likely to be kept diftina. 
The foldiery were then divided into two clafles, the Hermotybies 
and the Calafiries ; and a thoufand of each chofen annually for the 
king’s body-guard ; and thefe were commonly taken from among 
thofe who had their fettlement in the Theban and Chemmite nomes. 
But the foldiery in general enjoyed a certain portion of lands ex- 
empt from all taxes throughout the feveral nomes both of Thebais 
and of the Upper and Lower Hgypt. For the whole kingdom was 
divided by SzsosTRis into thirty-fix nomes, for the more eafy 
adminiftration of it ; and over each were appointed deputies to take 
care of the king’s revenues. The warlike fpirit of this prince afpiring 
to defpotic government, tended to agerandize the military orders, but 
to diminifh the authority of the priefts. “The empire, which Ss- 
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sosTRis had eftablifhed, continued among his pofterity for fome REET ER 
generations ; but the military intereft, which from his.time was ———J 
grown confiderable, raifed at laft great commotions, particularly in 
the Lower A'gypt; and feveral {mall dynafties were fet up in pre- 
judice to the Theban monarchy, till, in the reign of Anysis the 
Blind, SAsacon an Ethiopian took advantage of their divifions, 
and invaded Aigypt. Anysis faved himfelf by flying to the fens, where 
he lay concealed, during the whole period that SABAcoN ftayed in 
fEgypt, in an ifland called Elbo. ‘That Ethiopian prince helped to 
re-eftablifh the power of the priefts, and, they fay, returned back 
into his own country by the fummons of an oracle, when he had 
reigned fifty years with great juftice and clemency. It is recorded 
of him, that, inftead of punifhing malefactors with death, he em- 
ployed them in raifing mounds about the towns they belonged to ; 
by which moft of the towns in Aigypt are elevated fo high above 
the waters. But his burning alive the Theban Boccuoris, a wife 
and excellent prince, cannot be reconciled with that chara@ter. He 
alfo put to death Necuus, fovereign of the Saite dynafty. After 
his departure, and the death of Anysis, SETHON a prieft of VuL- 
CAN was invefted with royal power; in whofe reign the art military 
was neglected, and the profeflion of arms brought into contempt. 
Then prieftcraft began to revive, and the tyranny of fuperftition 
was fet up. ‘Thus did one extreme lead to another, and the military 
ftrength of Agypt having ferved to eftablifh arbitrary power, made 
way to its own deftru@ion. By thefe revolutions things returned 
again into their ancient channel. ‘The power and empire of Aigypt 
was reduced, and the ftate in the end was left defencelefs. After 
the reign of SETHON they made an attempt to free themfelves from 
kingly power, but the event was anarchy and confufion. Then 
twelve tyrants were fet up by the different factions of the people, till 
PsaAMMETICcHUS, the fon of Necuus, defeated his colleagues by a 
foreign 
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gi ee R foreign force, and once more eftablifhed a monarchy. It flourithed 
i_———_ again for feveral reigns, till Agypt became tributary to the king of 
Babylon, and was afterwards fubjefed by CaAmBysEs to the Perfian 
empire. But the £gyptians are naturally headftrong and untractable ; 
and by what I have obferved of their difpofition, they ftill breathe a 
fpirit of liberty, and are as relu€tant as ever to fubmit to a foreign 
yoke. Thou well knoweft, CLEANDER, the bold efforts they made, 


both in the reign of Xerxes, and in the beginning of this. AmyrR- 


— 


TEUS, who then, upon the defeat of INARUs, and the reduction of 
the country by MecasByzus, fled to the fens, ftill fupports the old 
faction againft Perfia; and refides, as is reported, in the fame inac- 
ceffible ifland where Anysts concealed himfelf fo long. He reigns 
there like an independent prince over the followers of his fortune. 
But the friends of Perfia have reafon to fear a more numerous and 


re 
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formidable party among the malecontents of Aigypt, who might be 


willing to join him upon any defperate undertaking ; and I am 


perfuaded, that whenever an occafion offers, their attempts to be- 


come independent of Perfia will be no lefs vigorous than they have 
heretofore been. Adieu. 


L. 
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CLEANDER fo GoBryAs. Svom Athens. 


DEFERRED fending an account of the conclufion which is at laft 
put to the bufinefs of Mitylene, till the various turns, which it 
has pafled through, were over, and till I was able, by converfing 
with the principal perfons who conduéted the deliberations of the 


republick in the courfe of the affair, to lay before thee impartially 
the 
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the reafons which induced the people to infli€& the utmoft, I may 
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fay the moft extravagant feverities, with regard to the unfortunate emt 


Mitylenians, in the firft decree, and to foften the rigor of them in fo 


remarkable a manner in the fecond, within the compafs of a very 


few days. 


I mentioned in former difpatches, that the Athenians feemed in- 
clined to come to the extremetft refolutions in punifhing the revolt of 
Mitylene, as well to terrify the reft of their allies from fhaking off 
their dependance, as to gratify that warm refentment which in- 
flamed them againft the inhabitants of Lefbos, from whom they leaft 
expected that fuch an ungrateful return would be made to their 
favours, and an example fet to the other tributary iflands, which 
might prove fo prejudicial to the interefts of this ftate. For thefe 
reafons, not to mention the naturally quick and fenfible temper of 
the Athenians, and the flow of fpirits into which every inftance of 
good fortune throws them, it isno wonder, that, pufhed on by the 
orators of CLEON’s party, they have paffed the following decree in 
the firft aflembly which they held upon the punifhment of the Mity- 
lenians : 


“ Under the archonfhip of Euciipes, on the fifth day of the 
“ month Hecatombeon, THRasicLes, the fon of Mrpras of the 
tribe of Cecrops, moved; That whereas the inhabitants of Lefbos 
had, foon after the Perfian war, concluded an alliance with the 
commonwealth of Athens, by which they obliged themfelves to 
pay yearly the fum of fifteen talents, and furnith a {quadron of 
fhips when demanded; and. likewife to remain firm allies to this 
{tate, as well in defence of the general liberties of Greece, as 
“ the rights and prerogatives of Athens in particular ; and whereas 
the Athenians, in a juft fenfe of the advantages they received 
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from this alliance, conferred immunities and privileges on the in- 
habitants of Lefbos, greater than thofe they beftowed on any other 
people in their dependance; and whereas the Lefbians, ungrate- 
fully forgetting thefe benefits, did, on pretences void of all foun- 
dation, not only violate the treaty they have entered into, by 
withdrawing the ftipulated fupplies of fhips and money, but like- 
wife wholly defert the interefts of the republick in the midft of 
a dangerous and expenfive war, and by adding to the number of 
its enemies, contribute as far as in them lay to its utter ruin; and 
whereas the Athenians, aided by the gods, the revengers of in- 
fringed leagues, and the juftice of the divine Nemzsis, have re- 
duced the city Mitylene to furrender at difcretion; be it decreed 
by the fenate and people of Athens, that for the punifhment of 
thefe numerous injuries, for a warning to the reft of their allies 
who have yet preferved their fidelity unfhaken, and for the affert- 
ing of thofe rights which an infraction of the moft facred ties 
gives over a perjured ally, that the inhabitants of Mitylene, who 
have attained the age of manhood, be, without diftinétion, put to 
death, and the women and children reduced to flavery, “and fold 


by lots; and let CuaReEs, Dion, and PotycrarTes, be chofen to 
fee this decree put in execution.” 


The faction, which drove on the people to thefe extremities, were 


fo eager to put the laft hand to their deteftable cruelty, that they 
prevailed with them, that a galley fhould be immediately difpatched 
with the three commiffioners on board, and orders to PACHEs to carry 
the decree into execution. The day after they were failed, the Athe- 
nians, agreeably to their character, began to foften ; they found feveral 


‘citizens of authority amongft them did not approve of this feverity, 


and thought a lefs degree of punithment not only more generous, — 
but more prudent. At the fame time the Mitylenian deputies ufed 


infinite 


"099, G9, Do Ho, BH 0» B00. 


iss ——~<9 ei ae Wigs a ea SB Gan WG ey <p FO ; =? ca Ad =p, 
By Oh, GB Oe 986. SW Oe By C6, QD," y, SD 86, "Co, BD 9, & Gp. Be, S09, jo 


ATHENIAN LETTERS, 355 


infinite art and induftry, that the affair might be again debated ; Wee 
and by the force of their perfonal applications with men of honefty ——+— 
and good-nature, and motives of a lefs liberal kind with thofe of 
mercenary difpofitions, obtained of the Prytanes, that another af- 
fembly fhould be convened to decide the bufinefs. When the people 
were met together in a great {quare near the citadel, and the ufual 
facrifices and luftrations were performed, a prayer was offered up for 
a blefling on the counfels of the republick. After the publick crier 
had proclaimed thrice with a loud voice, TIE BOYAETAI AIADO- 
PEYEIN ; Who will give his opinion? I was very well pleafed to 
fee my friend PHILEMON, {fo often mentioned in the courfe of thefe 
letters, ftep forward with a placid dignity, and mount the tribunal. 
He began with telling the people, that as ficknefs had prevented him 
from giving his opinion upon the affair in queftion the firft time it 
was debated, he was extremely glad they had refumed their con- 
fultations, that he might have an opportunity of ufing that freedom 
in {peaking his fentiments which they always allowed him. He 
was forry to find, that the continuance of the war feemed not only to 
have effaced the impreflions of humanity from their minds, but had 
even produced a difregard for the foundeft maxims of policy. That 
it was a known obfervation, exceflive punifhments were far from 
‘having the effe& propofed; they rather occafioned defpair in the 
guilty, which was often the parent in them of efforts above their 
natural ftrength to recover their freedom, and to revenge them- 
{elves upon their oppreffors. At the fame time, the heightening the 
punifhment with cruelty, expofed the inflictors to the hatred of their 
allies, who were juftly apprehenfive of the cafe becoming their own 
on the flighteft ground of offence, and to the redoubled vigour of 
their enemies, to whom fuch proceedings appeared like a refolution 
never to fheath the fword. He defired them to obferve, he did not 


{peak againft punifhing the authors of a revolt; that was a piece of 
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juftice due both to themfelves and the gods; but only againft that 
indifcriminate fentence, which involved the innocent with the guilty, 
the mifguided with the mifguiders. He then put them in mind of 
recovering that reputation which they had formerly enjoyed for 
gentlenefs and lenity, and which of late years he was grieved to fay 
they had forfeited. He concluded thus: ‘“ Athenians, I have given 
‘¢ that opinion which I think not only moft honourable, but moft 
“‘ advantageous for you. Let it not be faid in Greece, that whilft 
© Athens boafts of being the only city which has erefted in one of 
“ its ftreets an altar to Compaflion, the influence of that amiable 
‘* divinity is totally erafed from the hearts of its citizens.” 


i al 


The fpeech of PHILEMON was received with great approbation by 
his party ; but it was immediately anfwered by orators of the other 
fide, and the debate infenfibly grew warm. CLEON at laft rofe, and 
with a vehemence both of action and utterance, harangued the af- 
fembly to the following effect: “ That what had paffed that day, was 


“* to him a fufficient proof, that a republican government was, of all 


** others, the moft improper to maintain authority. By putting an 


*¢ affair of this nature in deliberation, after it had been once refolved, 


“¢ they fhewed a foftnefs in their nature, and an unfteadinefs in their. 


“ counfels, which would encourage their allies to rife againft them 
upon every occafion. They could not furely be ignorant, that the 
authority they exercifed over thofe allies was merely an ufurped 
one; and that no favours they could beftow would be fufficient to 
prevent their feizing every opportunity to recover their inde- 
pendency. hatin order to keep them fteady to their firft decree, 
he imagined he needed only put them in mind of the injuries 
which they had fuffered from the Lefbians, who, both by their 
fituation as an ifle, and their power as a nation, were out of all 
danger of being enflaved by the Athenian arms; fo that their re- 
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“* volt proceeded from no other motive than the reftlefs humour of LETTER 
** mankind, which induces them to prefer a new and uncertain ftate ja, 
of affairs to their prefent condition, however happy. He declared, 
“he faw no reafon for excepting any out of the punifhment, fince 


“* they were all equally concerned in the crime; and exhorted the 


€¢ 


“ people to make an example of feverity, which might keep their 
“allies within the bounds of duty, whilft they were oppofing the 


** attempts of their numerous enemies.” 


The faction of CLEon teftified, by clamours of applaufe, that 
his fentiments met with their concurrence. At the clofe of the des 
bate Droporus enforced the arguments for mercy in a very ela- 
borate fpeech. He told the aflembly, that their debating twice 
upon an affair of this importance, was an argument to him of their 
wifdom ; fince there were no greater enemies to prudent counfels 
than anger and precipitation. He did not think the point in debate 
was, whether the Lefbians were guilty or not; that was a point 
allowed on all hands ; but whether the decree which they had paffed 
two days before, was for the advantage of the ftate. On this head he 
obferved, that in all cafes of revolt a door fhould be left open for 
repentance ; and it was more particularly reafonable with regard to 
a people, who, being once free, could not be blamed for endeavour- 
ing to efface every mark of dependance. The argument he chiefly 
urged was, that as Greece and the adjacent ifles were divided into 
the popular and ariftocratical parties, the former of which fided with 
Athens, the latter wifhed well to the Peloponnefian caufe, they ought 
to confider, that, by involving all the inhabitants of Mitylene in the 
punifhment, the feverity of it would fall heavieft upon their friends 
of the popular faction, who, as foon as they had feized the power, 
furrendered the city to the army of the republick. For thefe and 


other reafons (which I fhould tire thee with repeating) he moved, 
Se Eat 
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“¢ That the former decree fhould be repealed, and the authors of the 


teva “ revolt only, amounting to about a thoufand of the magiftrates and 


\ 


“ rich citizens of Mitylene, be put to death; that the fortifications 
* of the place fhould be demolifhed ; their fhips delivered up; and 
“ their land divided into two parts; the one to be dedicated to the 
** fervice of the gods, the other to be fhared out in lots to an Athe- 
* nian colony.” 


The motion of DiopoTus pafled, on a divifion, but by a very 
few voices; and a galley was immediately difpatched with a repeal 
“ef the former decree. The rowers, encouraged by the promifes and 
rewards of the Mitylenian deputies, made {uch expedition, as to arrive 
at Mitylene juft time enough to prevent PAcnEs and the commif- 
fioners from putting their firft orders in execution. Thou wilt eafily 
imagine, with how much joy this news was received by the inha- 
bitants of Mitylene, who had nothing before their eyes but the pre- 
parations and executioners of their punifhment. . 


I need not fuggeft to thee, enlightened minifter, that the Athe- 
nians, by carrying their refentment fo far againft the revolted allies, 
and exprefling the utmoft unwillingnefs to afford the leaft hopes of 
pardon to thofe who may follow their example, point out themfelves 
in what manner a war may be carried on again{t them to moft ad- 
vantage. For when once the colonies and tributary iflands forfake 
this republick, and either fet up governments of their own, or feek 
the protection of a ftronger power, one may foretel, without divina- 


tion, that the ruin of Athens is at hand. Farewel. 
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VERY art, HypAspes, that tends to the comfort or ornament of LETTER 


human life, took its firft rife either from neceflity or conveni- 
ence; and I believe it often happens, that chance fketches out the 
rude defign, which is afterwards improved, matured, and polifhed 
by refleCtion. That this was eminently the cafe in the origin of 
theatrical reprefentations, is agreed on all hands. Tragedy and co- 
medy were nothing more in their beginnings than hymns to Bac- 
cHUS, whom my friend CrEstPpHoN the fophift confiders in no 
other light than that of the beft vine-drefler of antiquity. Some of 
his followers one day accidentally found a goat browzing in their 
vineyard. They took and facrificed it to their dead, and perhaps 
deified, mafter, from motives of gratitude, as well as intereft. The 
neighbours were called in, who joined with them in fongs and 
dances; and the revelling being approved of by the company, was 
foon: converted, we may fuppofe, into an annual folemnity. The 
perfons who performed thefe extemporal hymns, either alternately or 
all together, were in fucceeding times called the chorus. This cut 
tom was transferred into their cities, and the fubje@ of it was very 
much altered; for the compofers of the fongs having almoit ex- 
haufted their imagination, by conftantly exercifing it on the fame 
argument, recited the ations of fome illuftrious hero with the praifes 
of Baccuus. ‘Thus the thing continued till the days of THEsPIs, 
who is allowed to have been the firft who enlarged the fcheme, and 
abolifhing thefe rough and uncouth dithyrambs, (as the Greeks call 
them,) 
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LETTER them,) introduced juft and regular entertainments of written poems. 


LXXXVII. 


iw —— In aid of the chorus he brought a fingle actor upon the ftage, who 


at fit intervals came out from the reft, and amufed the audience with 
an account of the exploits of famous men; then retired again, when 
the chorus had taken breath, which was ftill the moft confiderable 
part of the performance. However, by this means a new turn was 
given to it; the bufinefs of the chorus was leffened, and fomething 
like a plot or fable was introduced. ‘THxrspis went about the vil- 
lages in carts, daubed the faces of his a€tors with lees of wine, and 
contended for the premium of tragedy, a Goat; while others vied 
for the premium of comedy, a bafket of Figs and a veflel of 
Wine. He lived about the time of Soton, who, by procuring an 
order from the court of Areopagus, obliged him to lay down an em- 
ployment fo unprofitable to the ftate. ‘That acute and penetrating 
lawgiver forefaw the confequences that would enfue, and (the Athe- 
nians fay) in the fpirit of divination foretold them. 


fiscHYLUs improved upon this model, by adding a fecond aétor, 
and diverfifying the fable. As he was extremely diligent in the 
ftudy of Homer, he fet the Iliad before his eyes as the ftandard of 
poetry. He obterved the vivacity of the dialogues introduced there, 
and confidered how much more agreeable they would appear, if ex- 
hibited in fuch a manner, as to feem real, and to flow naturally from 
the paflions, fentiments, and behaviour of common life. Hence he 
thought of cafting his plays into the form of converfation, By this 
time the chorus, which was at firft the principal part of tragedy, was 
only an acceflory ornament of it, and employed to relieve the actors, 
as the actors were before admitted to relieve that. Nay, the chorus, 
which was anciently the play itfelf, now ferved only to exprefs the 
fentiments of the by-ftanders, to take the fide of injured innocence 


and virtue, and to fuggeft fuch refletions as the well-minded part of 


the 
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the audience might reafonably be fuppofed to make. Alscnyxus eee 
taught the perfons concerned in it, to make thofe movements in their (e—_——! 
dances, which are called the ftrophe and antiftrophe. The firft of 
them is from eaft to weft, and intended to fignify the diurnal courfe 
of the fun; the fecond is the reverfe of that motion. After fome 
time they fing the epode, in concert with the mufical inftruments, 
and ftand {till in the middle of the ftage, intimating, by a quaint 
conceit, the ftability of the earth in the centre. While Tuesprs 
lived, the players had no regular place of reprefentation, but con- 
tented themfelves with the moveable ftage I have named to you. 
fiscuYLus, as he was received with publick honours and encourage- 
ment in Athens after the death of Soron, employed AGATHAR- 
cuus, a fkilful architeét, to build a theatre at the expence of the 
ftate, and to contrive the decorations and fcenery. He furnithed 
his actors with mafks, drefled them in flowing robes, agreeably to 
the characters they fuftained on different occafions, and by the affift- 
ance of bufkins advanced them to the fancied tallnefs of heroes. In 
this he accommodated himfelf to the prejudices of the multitude, 
who even to this day entertain a notion, that all the ancient warriors, 
except little Typrus, were of a fize beyond the common ftandard 


of nature. 


Thus is scuyius become the father of dramatick poetry; and 
as it is a greater inftance of genius to invent than to improve, he 
may deferve perhaps more regard than any who have fucceeded him. 
He has written one play, which is an aggravated defcription, but in- 
deed finely drawn, of the diftrefs of Xerxes and his army in the 
late invafion; and reprefents the faithlefs and corrupted Perfians as 
deftitute of the favour of OROMASDES, while Greece was under the 
influence and protection of her guardian deities. The reading of 
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LETTER this play has fuggefted one thing to me, with which I will conclude 


LXXXVII. 


L—myawed this letter; and though it may be thought perhaps by fome a 


very laudable partiality, | can by no means approve it in s- 
CHYLUS, notwithftanding his great qualities: I mean, that whether 
the ftory will admit of it or no, yet the compofers of tragedy, like 
their brethren the comick poets, love to wreft and warp the fenti- 
ments which arife from it, to the circumftances of the prefent times ¥ 
they make frequent allufions to the minifters of ftate, and the mea- 
fures purfued by their countrymen. They place every thing in a 
{ubordinate light to this arrogant republick: the ftrongeft ties of de- 
cency and intereft can preferve no government in Greece from thefe 
invidious comparifons ; and her fifter-city Lacedemon, with their 
common enemy the Perfian, are equally expofed to this abufe.’ In- 
deed it ought not to be wondered at, fince an indifferent poet may 
recommend himfelf by this artifice to an Athenian audience; and 
the excellent EuripipEs, from a fatal error in fo effential a parti- 
cular, has more than once been forced to yield to a cringing compe- 
titor. Ina word, Hypaspgs, they are fo zealous in doing juftice 
to their national merit, that they take fometimes to themfelves what: 
was hardly intended by the writer; and are fo fond of the leaft in- 
cenfe which is offered to their vanity, that they receive with eager= 
neis the grateful tribute, and applaud not fo much the good fenfe, 
as the flattery of the poet. 


From Athens. C. 
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Tight Sethe FaRe, pli ake iL. 


HyYpDASPES fo CLEANDER. ~ From Sula. 


BANS your ftay at Sufa, fome years ago, you muft have feen peprre 
NEHEMIAH, the king’s cup-bearer. Though it did not fall in L¥XXVIII. 
your way to make an acquaintance with him, or to hear any account 
of him, that might engage your attention, yet I will venture to affirm, 
if you knew as much of him as I do, you would give him a very 
honourable place both in your efteem and your affections. He is by 
nation a Jew, and the fon of one HacHALIAH, who, notwithftand- 
ing the encouragement fhewn to that province by our monarch and 
his predeceflors, chofe rather to dwell in Sufa, than with his coun- 
trymen in the land inhabited by their anceftors. It was by means 
of the old man’s continual refidence in this city, and the humility 
of his deportment, that his fon was raifed by degrees to a confider- 
able office near the king’s perfon, and enjoyed a large fhare of the 
royal favour. The queen’s intereft, joined to NEHEMIAH’s, after 
a faithful attendance at court, procured him a commiffion of great 
importance to the diftrefled people of Judea, which invefted him 
with a power of rebuilding the walls of Jerufalem, fettling the citi- 
zens in tranquillity, reftoring their commerce, regulating the abufes 
that had crept into the cuftoms enjoined them by their law ; in fhort, 
of making them fatisfaCtory amends for a long and harafling cap- 
tivity. ‘Thus the indolence of the father, though complained of by 
his country, proved of real fervice to it, as it opened a way to the 
activity of the fon to exert itfelf in re-eftablithing the fingular 
and boafted policy of the Jews. So true is it, that OROMASDES 
, Cadet a works 
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LETTER works by methods unknown to men, to ends as unforefeen by 


LXXXVIII. 


bee them. 


For many years NEHEMIAH was looked upon as a crafty and 
finifhed courtier, much attached to the interefts of his nation, and, 
as thofe who hated him faid, not a little to his own. For the gra- 
cious ARTAXERXES heaped on’ him great wealth, which was pre- 
tended to have been either illegally extorted by the fale of offices in 
his gift, or to have been cunningly procured from the king by every 
abject art of flattery and diffimulation. I, who knew him better, 
always faw him in an amiable light, but till lately never faw him in 
a ftriking one. Since his laft return from Paleftine, I have had fre- 
quent converfations with him, and find, on examining into the ftate 
and hiftory of the Jews, that I have hitherto received imperfeé& in- 
formation concerning them; and, notwithftanding the more perfe& 
information I have now received, I confefs, CLEANDER, my delicacy 
is fearcely reconciled to them, either prejudice or common fenfe 
{ticks fo clofe to me. 


NEHEMIAH is bufy in foliciting a renewal of the powers for- 
merly granted to him, which are juft expired. During his govern= 
ment he adminiftered juftice with fidelity, and fupported the autho- 
rity of his mafter with unufual magnificence. He lived among his 
people twelve years, and executed all, or even more than could be 
expected from the moft dextrous. Animated by his prefence, they 
fortified and rebuilt Jerufalem, infomuch that it vies with Sardis in 
grandeur; and to defend themfelves from the incurfions of their 
enemies, while they carried on the works, held their fwords in one 
hand, and their trowels in the other. His table was open every day 
to an hundred and fifty chiefs among the Jews, and hofpitably ad- 
mitted ftrangers, who came from all parts to be witnefles of the 
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thriving condition of his province. Whoever appeared in the city ? aN 

2 seus ’ a XXVIII. 
of any figure, was invited to the governor’s houfe, received with G-—-—~—2 
courtefy, and entertained with liberality. There were conftantly 


provided in his kitchen ane ox and fix choice fheep, and he treated 


his guefts with the various wines of the Eaft, and the coan of the 
Greeks. Thefe expences he bore out of his own revenues, not only 
without laying any new tax on Judza, but without accepting the 
regular income, by which thofe who had gone before him in that 
office were fupported. This fhews the fpirit and temper of the 
man. The bounty of the king had enriched him; and he, from 


a fenfe of gratitude to his prince, and a love to his country, is 
well pleafed with beftowing thofe riches to the honour, and in the. 
fervice of both. 


The Jews (a nation the moft ftubbornly bigotted to themfelves} 
tell you, that when they were profperous and independent, their 
conftitution was founded on the narrow-minded fcheme of feparation 


from the converfe of their neighbours, and ‘a total exclufion from 


the arts and manners of other countries. They fpeak in the higheft 
terms of their lawgiver, who was either an infpired prophet, a de- 
figning knave, or a warm-headed enthufiaft; and being reputed the 
fon of a king of gypt’s daughter, though defcended from a Jew, 
was educated’ in the {chools. of Agyptian learning and legiflation. 
Pretending to be fupernaturally aflifted, he refcued his fellows in a 


moft unexampled manner from a ftate of intolerable flavery under 
the tyrant SALATIs. He conducted them by very painful marches 
into the land where they fettled, and laid out the plan of a com- 
monwealth for them, which is of a novel and peculiar caft. After 


his death they engaged in feveral unfuccefsful wars, and were at laft 
reduced to an ignominious bondage in Babylon, where they fub- 
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e eee tes them, Xerxes confirmed them in their privileges, and many of 


toned them followed his arms into Greece. Much, however, was want- 


ing to complete their reftoration, when NEHEMIAH, in that genius 


of ancient policy which has long left the world, put himfelf at the 


head of large numbers returning into their country, redreffed their 


grievances, emulated the fame of their firft leader, and gained glory 
to himfelf, and ftrength to his people. 


Believe me, O CLEANDER, the man muft be actuated by a great 
foul, who, for the fake of a perverfe nation, can defpife the pleafures 
of retirement, the fplendors of a court, and the {miles of his prince, 
to encounter the violence of the rafh and the caution of the timorous, 
the whifpers of the envious and the clamours of the faCtious, the ab- 


ee — 


furdities of the weak and the opinions of the wife, in the capacity 
of a reforming ftatefman. 


C. 


TARO) Tea: LXXXIX. 


CLEANDER fo MEGABYZUS. Jvom Athens. 


FTER the high compliments thou payeft to my tafte in diftin- 
guifhing the particular excellence of every piece I have fent, 

and approving them all, it is by no means neceflary to make fuch 
another to my difintereftednefs, and to infift upon my laying out 
every Darick thou haft remitted, without entering into a detail of the 
prices. But fuch, I have obferved, is the nature of the elegant arts, 
that a certain noblenefs of fpirit is infeparable from the character of 
the perfon who cultivates them with fuccefs, or admires them 
with judgment. PrERicLEs, whofe tafte governed that of all 
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Greece, was mott magnificent in this kind of expence;. farther LETTER 


LXXXIX., 


indeed than his fortune would allow, efpecially as he was to0 Cosme 


much a fervant of the publick to attend with exaétnefs to his pri- 
vate affairs. Though, upon his death, this appeared to the whole 
city to be the cafe, it is but very lately that the younger Px- 
RICLES has been prevailed on to break that admirable collection, 
which his father had taught him to regard as the moft valuable part 
of his inheritance. Here is an opportunity to do juftice to thy 
commiffion ; and I cannot but congratulate thefe favourite works of 
art, amongft which I have often walked with fo much pleafure, that 
they only quit the gallery of PeRicLEs to be more worthily placed. 
in the palace of MEGAByzus. 


The difpute about AcHILLEs’s armour was painted by Parria- 
sius *, for the prize at Samos, which he loft to TimanTHES. The 
judges, it is agreed, by their decifion, did not intend to determine 
the merit of the pieces, fo much as to mortify his exceflive vanity ; 
but were difappointed, and he left their tribunal with this reflection, 
“ that it was AjAx’s conftant ill fortune to fee an unworthy rival 
“ preferred.” In this compofition + thou wilt obferve nothing hard 
or glaring ; the outline of the figures vanifhes as it were into the 
ground ; and every object leffens and grows indiftin@ in proportion 
to its diftance. The ftrong light { upon the principal group of the 


* Parruasio nemo infolentius & arrogantius ufus eft gloria artis—ergo magnis 
fuffragijs fuperatus a TrmsNTHE Sami, in AJACE armorumque judicio. Herois no- 
mine fe molefte ferre dicebat, quod iterum ab indigno victus effet. Pury. lib. xxxv. 


§ 36. 


+ Confeffione artificium in lineis extremis palmam adeptus.—Extrema corporum 
facere, & definentis picture modum includere, rarum in fucceffu artis invenitur ; 
ambire enim debet fe extremitas ipfa & fic definere, ut promittat alia poft fe. Ibid. 

+ Ne colorum claritas oculorum aciem offenderet, veluti per lapidem fpecularerm 


intuentibus e longinque: & eadem res nimis floridis coloribus aufteritatem occulte 
daret. Ibid. 
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LETTER 
LXXXIX. 


ATHENIAN LETTERS. 


two heroes with the armour lying between them, catches the eye 
immediately, and goes off by degrees upon the lefs confiderable 
parts. What an amazing effe& of art is this, compared with the 
performances of the old mafters! The utmoft efforts of Euma- 
rus * was to diftinguifh the fex by the fhape of his figures; AR- 
pices of Corinth found no better a way than to write under them ; 
and Cimon firft varied that fingle upright attitude in ufe till his 
time. While they found fuch difficulty to reprefent nature, it was 
not to be expected they fhould improve it; and not yet matters of 
defign, they could not turn their thoughts upon the artifices of co- 
louring. But there is a curiofity in thefe rude eflays; and the 
{pecimen I fend will lead thee through the whole progrefs of 
the art. 


The like degrees of improvement may be obferved in the fuite of 
ftatues from DipoENUs and ANTHERMUS to Purp1As and Po.ty- 
cLETUS. The Hermz, which I take to be the firft attempts, are 
very imperfe&t ; they are only a head upon a {quare block of ftone: 
but the fucceeding ages have confidered this form as fomething 
facred, and the greateft men are ftill thus reprefented.. When they 
advance as far as whole figures, they merely copied what they had 
feen in Aigypt. Compare the Caftor and Pollux of DipozNnus with 
the Ofiris and Orus; the legs joined together, the arms ftuck clofe 
to the fides, and the drapery growing as it were to the body, prove 
them of the fame family. But the Greeks will not allow this original 
of fculpture, which robs their DepaAuus of the invention. The ac- 
counts of this hero (for fo he is ftyled) are like all of his age, ob- 


“ Qui primus in pictura marem foeminamque difcrevit, Eumarum—& CrmonEM 


Cleoneum: Hic catagrapha invenit, hoc eft obliquas imagines, & varie formare vul- 
tus, refpicientes, fufpicientefque, & defpicientes. Pury. libs xxxve §34. ARDICES 
Corinthius quos pingeret, adfcribere inftitutum. Ibid. 662 
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{cured with fable; yet in many parts of Greece, if we may believe TRE 
a conftant tradition, works of his are ftill to be feen. One of thefe a) 
in the fame grofs manner ‘of carving, thou wilt find in this collec- 
tion; it is a {mall ebony figure of one of the attendants of Bacchus, 
and performs of itfelf thofe antick tumblings ufed in the proceffions 
of the gods. This is done by quickfilver in the cavity of the image ; 
a contrivance which an old author exprefsly afcribes to DapALus, 


and which may account for the greateft miracles related of his art. 


Among thefe ancient rarities + I would place the large earthen vafes 
from Magna Grecia; the paintings on them are as much above the 
grotefque Egyptian tafte, as they are below the Greek correCinefs. 
Of the fame rank are the Etrufcan ftatues and bas reliefs, which have 
all of them fome infcription in the old language of their country, 
long fince obfolete. 


The moft beautiful proportions +, collected from a number of the 
choiceft fubjeéts, difpofed in the moft graceful attitudes the mafter’s 
idea could frame, and finifhed with the moft {crupulous care, com- 
pofe what PoLtycLeTus calls his canon, his pattern of fymmetry. 
He has given us alfo a treatife under the fame title, wherein he lays 
down and illuftrates the principles he went upon in his work. It is 
the roll I have put into the hand of the figure. 


* DirimaG? 6 Kopwdidacnaros onsl, tov Aaidarov uiveutynv wornooss rity Evrtyny "Agpodirnyy 
eyxiavta” Apyupov xurdy. Ariftot, de Anima.—Somewhat like the Japonnefe Puppet, 
fhewn at MarcGas’s in 1740, 

+ Still found in the kingdom of Naples and in Tufcany. 

$ TMotcas ix dda Eng nudis ev re OUYYPAUpAaTs TAS TUUpMETpIAs TE cwATE? 6 TLorwmritTG-, 
Epya Tov royov zGeCatwce, Oyu upynoas Avdpiavta xara Ta Te AYE MpIAyuaTa, % narecas dn 


a ayrov Tov AvOpiavta., ualamep % Td ovyypdpua, Kavove, Galen. qwepi trav nal’ ‘Inmoxp. 
% Waar. 
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LETTER 
LXXXIX. 
Ranges peered 


ATHENTAIN. DE TTERS. 


Inftead of the noblenefs and grace, which we admire in PoLy~ 
CLETUS, STIPAX * of Cyprus prefents you with a view of common 
nature. ' His fubje@&t is a favourite flave of PERICcLEs, broiling 
fteaks over a fire, which he blows with his mouth. But the droll 
pictures of PyREIcUS + are perfe&t in this way; his markets and 
barbers fhops are the very things themfelves. No poetical imagina- 
tion, no divine airs, no elegant draperies, but fuch countenances, 
fuch habits, fuch accidents, as one daily fees among the common 
people. His landfcape is agreeable to his figures ; for cafcades, and 
temples, and porticos, he varies his {cene with a pond, a hovel, or 
a mill. But there is fuch a truth of defign, and fuch an amazing 
force of colouring, that he divides the fuffrages of the curious with 
ZeEuxis himfelf. The portraits { of this mafter are no lefs efteemed: 
he expreffes the whole man in fuch a manner, that the phyfiogno- 
mifts have formed their judgment from his draughts with the fame 
fuccefs as from the life itfelf. 


There is a delicacy and brightnefs in enamel, that takes every eye. 
We owe this invention to the genius of PoLycnorus§; and thou 
wilt perceive to what perfection he has brought it, by the groupe 
of Trojan ladies, which he copied from a large hiftory of his own 
in the Poecilee The celebrated ELPINiczE, whom the common 


* Stipax Cyprius uno celebratur figno, Splanchnopte; PerrcLes Olympij vernula 
hic fuit, exta torrens, ignem oris pleni {piritu accendens. Puin. lib. xxxiy. § 19. 

+ Pyreicus arte paucis poftferendus—humilia fecutus, humilitas fummam adeptus 
eft gloriam ; tonftrinas futrinafque pinxit & afellos & obfonia ac fimilia—in js con= 
fummate voluptatis; quippe ex pluris veniére, quam maximz multorum. P.in, 
lib, xxxv. § 37. Like Rempranpt and Tenters. 

{ This is told of AreLies by Piiny, lib. xxxv. § 36. but is more likely to be true 
of fuch a painter as Pyreicus. 


§ Encaufticee piCture extitére Potycnots. Ibid, § 39. 
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talk of Athens makes the painter’s miftrefs, £ : incl LETTER 
Pp efs, fat for the principal ty syix, 


figure st paseenem oseccd 


The filver vafes - and patere are of Mentor; the brazen lamps 
and helmets of Calamis and Mys. ‘There is fomething fo grand in 
the general fhape of thefe, the bas reliefs are fo juftly defigned, the 
foliage is fo loofe and tender, and every ornament fo advantageoufly 
difpofed, that one would wonder to fee fo much tafte and diligence 
thus employed. But fuch furniture is in the higheft requeft here, 
and the moft trifling utenfil muft be the work of a good hand. 
The head { embofled upon the golden fhield is that of a Cartha- 
ginian general, who commanded in Sicily, done by his country- 
man BorTuus; fo magnificent alfo are thefe proud merchants. It 
was a prefent to Pericies from the Syracufian, who took it in 


battle. 


The lait and moft confiderable acceffion to this colleQion was 
owing to the gratitude of Puip1as. When he was dying in prifon, 
he bequeathed to his beloved patron, the citron cabinet in the form 
of a Doric temple: in this were depofited all the ftudies for his 
great works, and whatever of the fame kind he had got together 
of other mafters. Here is the model § of his MINERVA, with 
the contrivance for taking off the gold ufed in the ornaments ; 
which, when he was accufed, he offered to do before the aflembly, 
and proved by. the weight he had not embezzled it. As all the 
publick buildings were under his direction, the defigns of archi- 


* PLUTARCH. in CrMone. 

+ Like the vafes and ornaments of PoLypore and Jur1o Romano. 

+ Poeni ex auro fadtitavére & clypeos & imagines, fecumque in caftra tulere. Faciem 
yeddi in fcuto cujufque, qui fuerit ufus illo, Prin. lib, xxxv. § 46 


§ PLuTarcn. in PERICLE. 
3B 2 tecture 
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geen teture are in vaft quantities; they will.thoroughly acquaint thee 
LXXXIX. a f Ae: 
bemymeed with thofe ftately fabricks ; and on thy fofa at Sufa thou mayeft fur- 


vey at leifure the magnificence of Athens. The fketch * of the 


battle of Marathon is by PAN&NuS; the painting from it fills the 
principal compartments in the Poecile. ‘The heads of the generals 
are very flightly marked in the defign; in the picture the Greek 
captains were drawn from the life. From whence PANzZNUs had 
his ideas of our commanders, I know not; but thy uncle ARTA- 


PHERNES, who is drawing a bow at the head of the Parthian horfe, 


has very much thy air. It is for that circumftance I mention this 
defign. It would be endlefs to point out the beauties that fill this 


cabinet ; for not an artift of reputation but paid his court to the 
favourite of PericLEs by fome fpecimen of his fkill. I muft con- 
fefs, I have more pleafure in turning over thefe unfinifhed fketches, 
than in viewing the more laboured pieces. ‘The fire, that is ftruck 
out at the firft thought, is often loft in the progrefs of the work; 
and the genuine character of the mafter appears in the drawing, 
which in the picture muft in fome degree be facrificed to the tafte of 
the publick. With how few touches do they give the ftrongeft ex- 
preffions? And what a readine({s of conception muft have produced, 
that freedom of ftroke? 


Upon the report of my having purchafed this colleGion, which, I 
am fuppofed to do by commiffion from my brother Hippras for 
fome Ionian lords, Zeuxts + paid me a vifit, and offered me with 
great. politenefs fome of his moft capital defigns. I would have 


* Panzenus—prelium apud Marathona fa€tum pinxit;—in eo przelio Ionicos duces 
pinxiffe traditur, Athenienfium Mittiapem, &c. Barbarorum Datim, ARTAPHER- 
NEM. PLIN. lib. xxxv. § 34. 


+ Zevxis donare opera fua inftituit, quod ea nullo fatis digno pretio permutari pofle 
diceret, Ibid, § xxxvi. 
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made him a fuitable return; but he affured me, it had been long fy te 
his practice not to accept of any. SocraTzs too, the young phi- —~— 
lofopher, whom I have often mentioned in my letters to SMER- 
Dis, has obliged me with the models of his three graces, which 
are among the chief ornaments of the Acropolis*. He faid at 
the fame time with a fmile, “ You fee, my friend, I began by 


** ftudying the outfide of man.” 


When Puipras was removed from the fuperintendance of the 
publick works, feveral of the moft eminent mafters came hither from 
all parts of Greece, in hopes of fucceeding him. But men’s minds 
were at that time fo inflamed by the two parties contending for the 
management of the ftate, that what tended to the fplendour and 
ornament of it was entirely neglected; and the war, which broke 
‘out foon after, has been carried on at fuch an expence, as to engrofs 
the whole revenue. The defigns begun in the late adminiftration 
are {till fufpended; and the marble imported by Pericres from 
Paros and Lefbos, lies half wrought in many parts of the city. 
One of thefe difappointed artifts, TELEPHANEs } of Phocis, applied 
to me for a recommendation to my Ionian correfpondents ; and 
brought with him the model of a ftatue of the heroine Larissa, 
which he had made for the city of that name in Theflaly. — It 
pleafed me fo much, that I engaged him immediately. Indeed. I 
fhould think thy commiffion imperfe@tly executed, did I not ac- 


* Charites in Propylzo Athenienfium non poftferuntur, quas Socrates fecit. PLin. 
jib. xxxvi. § 4. 

+ Miris laudibus celebrant & TELEPHaneM Phoceum, ignotum alias, quoniam in 
Theffalia habitaverit, ubi latuerint opera ejus; alioqui 


equatur PoLycreTo, My- 
roni, PyrHacora. Laudant ejus Lariffam.—Alii non hanc ignobilitatis fuiffe cau- 
fam, fed quoniam fe regum Xerxis & Daru officinis dediderit, exiftimant, Piin. 
lib. xxxiv. § 1a, 
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LETTER company the colle@tion with a perfon qualified to arrange and to 
EGE: 


i—— have the care of it. He has given in a defign for a repofitory, 
| which, with the little alterations to be made upon the fpot, may be 
erected either in thy gardens at Sufa, or in the midft of that delicious 

grove, which makes thee fo fond of the fuburb of Ecbatana. As I 

found him extremely mortified at the neglect fhewn him here, I 

difcovered to him my real intention of fending him into Perfia. He 

received it with great fatisfaion, and thanked his good fortune, 

which took him from a country, where the ftorms of oppolite 

factions fpared not even the genius of a PuiprAs, to place him in 

thofe happy climates, where thou prefideft, and fuffereft no cloud 


of envy or detraction to intervene between the cheering beams of 
royal favour, and the virtue that deferves them. 


— 


a 


ws 


1 vied kd Ged cash Oui “tow 2:6 Ce 


CLEANDER fo Hypaspes. Fyrom Athens. 


HILEMON returned home the other evening in a very peevith 
humour from fome debate in the aflembly, which it feems 


had been carried on with a peculiar vehemence. 
ce 


“ IT have long 
thought it, faid he, a fignal inftance of the decay of oratory 


in our publick councils, that {peaking to the purpofe is laid now-a- 
days intirely out of the notion of eloquence. The young men, 
inftead of informing themfelves in the merits of the queftion, are 
pleafed with premeditated witticifms, convinced by fubtle fallacies, 
and fuffer themfelves to be led away by the force of invectives, 
rather than the weight of argument. The old ones are foolith 
enough to encourage them in this fatal way of thinking ; are 
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“© artful enough to perfuade them, that they embrace patriotifm in pe ies 


“* adhering to a faction; are mean enough to flatter thefe boys of + 


ce 


premature judgments and no experience ; and are wicked enough 


** to fpoil the whole rifing generation, for the fake of thofe fordid 


** views which intereft a part only of the prefent. You know 
“¢ young NEoc es, defcended from THEMISTOCLES, the moft ce- 
** lebrated admiral in Greece. He entertained us to-day with a {peech, 


“ compofed of what—wilt thou believe me? of a wire-drawn 


“ fimile. He played the image before us in a thoufand fhapes. To 
** fay nothing of its being remote from the matter in hand, it was 
“* imagined with no delicacy, and exprefled with no fpirit.” I know 
him well, anfwered I, and could name many others who refemble 


him in this idle turn, and yet by no means equal him in the reft of 
his character. The laft time I accompanied you to the affembly, 


occas ES ai caer enn oy 


the Mitylenian decree came on, a determination of the laft import- 
ance to the commonwealth and her allies. Do not you recollect, 
how the forward Ep#NETUS attempted to anfwer the wife and 
elaborate oration of DiopoTus with equal petulance and ignorance; 
for he fpoke neither fenfibly nor grammatically? ‘The fame youth, 


teen rer 


en ani 


in PERICLES’s time, opened and revived a point of infinite perplexity 


and obfcurity, which could never be decided by our moft intelligent 
legiflators, relating to fome privilege claimed mutually by the fenate 
and the people; and the difpute therefore for many years had been 


wifely laid afleep. His fpeech was filled, not with precedents fur- 
nifhed him by the Thefmothete, but with perfonal reflections dic- 
tated by CLron ; for which the fame CLeon publickly commended 
him in the moft fulfome ftrain of adulation, and compared him to the 
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ereateft of the Athenian heroes. On that occafion, I was charmed 


with the behaviour of PERICLES, who, according to his cuftom, re- 
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fuming all the arguments that had been dropt in thedebate, thought ‘ 
it right at the fame time to exprefs his contempt for thefe levities, aad 
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and with exquifite art and decency began to the following effed : 
“ That he could be as well pleafed as any of the citizens in Athens, 
“ that the young men fhould be remarkable for the fame {pirit of 
“ liberty, which had diftinguifhed their anceftors; but fhould be 
“ better pleafed, if they added to it the fagacity and prudence, which 
« might enable them to difcern the nice and intricate nature of 
“¢ queftions of right between the fenate and the people.” Put. 
LOSTRATUS, the nephew of the trierarch, your acquaintance, and 
DituyrRAmBus, the fon of the Areopagite, are in the fame party 
with thofe I have juft mentioned to you, and both of them are late 
initiates. PHILOsTRATUS has parts and learning; but by taking a 
wrong turn in the management of popular bufinefs, as yet he has 
never made a confiderable figure. He chufes the warm and decla- 
matory, not the cool and rational way of fpeaking; and profeffes 
to enter into no fubje@t, as he expreffes it, except when he is raifed 
by it, or, as a plain man would fay, in a downright paffion. D1- 
THYRAMBUs does not aim at the improvements of knowledge, and- 
has received from nature a fhattered underftanding. In one refpect 
he is more modeft than PHILOSTRATUS, as he declares himfelf con. 
cerned for his violence of temper; and in another refpeét as un- 
happy, becaufe he never attempts to correct it. How loft is the 
condition of that ftate, which is governed by the frivolous or the 
vicious, the partial or the mad! “ But, continued PHiteEmon, can 
** you wonder, that thofe, who have not paffed the exercifes of their 
** childhood with even tolerable induftry or fuccefs, fhould, when they 
‘“ become a few years older, appear to no advantage in the publick 
“ eye? Can you wonder, that they, who have not fo much as re- 
“* ceived a fuperficial tincture of the fciences, but who have been edu- 
“ cated either in an indolence which enervates their faculties, or an 
“ aGivity which debafes them, fhould turn out bad counfellors and bad 
“men? It is not to be wondered at; it is the natural and the necef. 
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{ary confequence of the vice or inattention that has infected their 


377 


LETTER 


XC. 


minds early ; ‘and they have no one to upbraid for it, but them- ——~— 


felves and their inftru€tors. I with, added he, the old laws, which 
enjoin an accurate infpection into the lives and qualifications of 
the orators, were maintained in their full force. We fhould then 
be free from thofe gnats and wafps of the community, that exert 
their ftings fretfully and wantonly, without contributing in any 
fort to the general good.” ‘ After all, interpofed I, the worft of 


the matter is, that the evil fo heavily complained of is not confined 
to the faction of CLEON and TOLMIDEs ; it extends even to our 
beft citizens, when the power is vefted in their hands. For this 
cunning, which is generally practifed by the oppofers of the majority 
and its leaders, produces the craft of minifterial influence and cor- 
ruption.” “ And,” faid an Athenian in the room with us, who 
till this moment had been filent, ** in fuch cafes what is to he 
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done? Virtue is an unequal combatant for vice. The arts of the 
one are flow and dilatory; thofe of the other more ready and 


expeditious : the one are not accommodated to the generality of 


mankind; the other fall in with every complexion, and veiled in 
certain plaufible appearances, will operate on the infirmities of the 
wifeft. If the men you have been blaming apply themfelves to 
the vanity or ambition of their neighbours, wifdom will teach 
you, as it were in felf-defence, to lay hold of their other foibles, 
to feed their avarice, and gratify the imaginary wants of luxury.” 
Farewel then, exclaimed I, to every generous and worthy prin- 
ciple! Farewel to every enlarged and uniform plan of policy! 
Indeed melancholy is the profpe&, when the ftrength of mi- 
nifters confifts, not in the fuperiority of their own fenfe, but the 
weaknefs of others; when the countenance of publick virtue 
fickens with the pale caft of fraud and diffimulation; when all the 
notions of integrity, fo natural to the untainted hearts of youth, 
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He eee induftrioufly damped by thefe veterans in political iniquity, and 
W——— “ crufhed in the very fhell. Such being the arts of government, 
“ and fuch the dangers to which it is expofed, I afk no other favour 
“ of the gods, than that they would never place me on that pinna- 
“ cle of greatnefs, from whence I may behold this fcene of guilt 
“ and folly ; much lefs where I may be inftrumental in the encou- 
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CLEANDER é¢o GosryAs. Jrom Athens. 


ne —— 


Ap have been feveral reports current in the city concerning 

the fleet, which, as I mentioned in former letters, was fent 
by the Peloponnefian allies to the relief of Mitylene. It is now 
certain, that after having been difperfed by a ftorm near Crete,. 


they regained the coaft of Peloponnefus, and were joined near 


Cyllene by fixteen gallies, under the command of BRasipas the 
Spartan, an officer of rifing reputation. When they had received 
this reinforcement, they purfued their courfe, as it is fuppofed, for 
Corcyra, ‘to take advantage of the diforders which have lately arifen 
there. The Athenians have lately received difpatches from their am- 
bafladors in that ifland, written during the height of the fedition, 
which gave fome account of the rife and motives of it. Thou 
mayeft remember, noble {fcribe, that feveral naval battles were 
fought between that ftate and Corinth, whilft the quarrel lafted 
which preceded this war. The Corinthians fent home their pri- 
foners without ranfom; and they, as a return of gratitude, ufed 
their utmoft endeavours to prevail with their fellow-citizens to break 
the alliance with Athens, and to join the Peloponnefian army.. Being 
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firongly oppofed in this unjuft attempt by Pyrutras, prefident of the L hes 
fenate, they accufed him of confpiring to deliver up the town to aieacy 
the Athenians; but when the caufe came to a trial, they were unable 
to prove their charge, and condémned to pay a large fine. This ill 
fuccefs fo exafperated the accufers, that they raifed a tumult, and at 
the head of a faction, which oppofed the Athenian intereft, entered 
the fenate by violence, and maflacred above fixty fenators of that 
party, and Pyruras amongft them. The feditious afterwards af 
fembled.the people, and maintained, that what they had done was 
neceflary to preferve the independence and liberty of the ifland. 
The Athenians, upon the receipt of thefe difpatches, fent orders to 
Nicostratus, admiral of their fquadron at Naupaétus, to fail 
directly to Corcyra, and fupport the democracy. They are likewife 
preparing to equip a larger fquadron for the fame fervice, if the 
encreafe of the tumult fhould make it neceflary. They are the 
more concerned at this fedition, becaufe the naval force of Corcyra 
renders that illand a very ufeful ally: its fleet, at the beginning of 
the war, was reckoned equal to that of any of the Grecian ftates, 
except Athens, 


I doubt not, that CRatTippus has informed thee of the proceedings 
againft the unfortunate Platzans, fince that affair falls more naturally 
within his province than mine. I fhall, however, lay a brief nar- 
rative of it before thee. The commander of the fiege, obferving 


that the inhabitants of Plataa were reduced to great extremities, fum- 
moned them to furrender, on condition that no punifhment fhould 
be inflicted upon them, till their caufe had been tried and determined 
according to the rules of juftice. In purfuance of the capitulation, 
twenty-five commiflioners were fent from Lacedemon, who, without 
laying any crime to the charge of the Platzans, put this fingle quef- 
tion to every one of them, “ Have you done any fervice to our 
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LETTER & flate during the war?’ The Plateans, fenfible of the tendency of 
XCI. e ° ° e 
L——dJ this ftrange examination, reprefented in the moft pathetic terms, the 


fervices which their city had done to Greece in the Perfian invafion, 
and the honours which had been decreed them for their publick 
fpirit; to which they added, that they had not embraced the 
Athenian alliance, till the Lacedemonians had deferted them. They 
accufed the Thebans of being the fource of their misfortunes, by at- 
tempting to furprize their city in the midft of peace. The Theban 
ambaffadors, in an inflammatory harangue, reproached the Platzans 
with having forfaken Thebes, their mother city, to fight under the 
banners of the Athenians, whom they called the tyrants of Greece. 
They faid, the merits of their anceftors, initead of being a plea in 
their favour, were an addition to their crimes, fince they had dege- 
nerated from their virtues. That the Thebans, far from attempting 
to take Platza in an hoftile manner, (as had been reprefented,) were 
introduced by fome of its wealthieft and worthieft citizens, with 
mo other views than to aflift their countrymen in fhaking off an 
unnatural alliance. 


The Lacedemonian commiffioners, who had private orders to fa- 
crifice Plataa to the refentment of the Thebans, perfifted in demand- 
ing a reply to the queftion propofed ; and as it was anfwered in the 
negative by every one of the captive Platzans, they were all put to 
death without mercy, to the number of two hundred. When the 
news of this illegal and barbarous act arrived here, the Athenians, 
to exprefs their juft fenfe of the fidelity and refolution of the Pla- 
tans, gave the freedom of the city, and a privilege of being elected 
into offices, to the furvivors and their children. The names of thefe 


new citizens were engraved on a column, and fet up in the citadel 
near the temple of MINERVA. 


An 
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An accident lately happened to me, which had almoft difcovered L eres 
my real bufinefs at Athens, and laid me at the mercy of the refent- —~——4 
ful multitude. One Curemes, a merchant of Chios, who deals ‘in 
wines, was taken up by order of the Prytanes, on fufpicion of ma- 
naging a correfpondence with Thebes and Sparta. Several papers, 
relating chiefly to the condition of the Athenian docks, arfenals, 
and navy, were found in the wine veflels and other places of con- 
cealment in his houfe, which were examined in the fenate, and a 
report afterwards made to the people, of the difcovery. Among thefe 
papers was a letter from Cratippus, which CHREMEs had not an 
opportunity of putting into my hands before he was feized. A great 
clamour was raifed immediately over the city againft me. The 
merchant was examined, but declared he had very little acquaintance 
with me, and not much more with CRATIPPUS, whom he had feen 
at Rhodes, and knew nothing of the contents of the letter. I was 
fummoned however to attend the tribunal of the Archon Polemarch, 
(who has a jurifdiction over ftrangers,) and found one of the ten 
orators appointed by the ftate to plead publick caufes, prepared with 
an indiétment againft me, importing, that I had violated the laws 
of hofpitality, and wickedly made ufe of my abode at Athens to 
keep up a correfpondence prejudicial to the republick. When I came 
to make my defence, I alleged that there was nothing appeared 
from the letter, which could any ways render me obnoxious to the 
ftate. That, far from having correfponded with CratTippus, it ap- 
peared from the letter itfelf, that I had not anfwered one which he had 
written to me. ‘That the paflage wherein he mentioned the coin- 
cidence of our employments, referred only to the colleétions of curious 
ftatues and pictures, which we both made in our travels... That 
the reft of the letter was nothing but news of an indifferent nature, 
which there was no law to prevent one friend from communicating 
to another. Several of my Athenian friends did me the honour to 

teftify, 
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teftify, that my behaviour, acting above four years refidence in the 

city, h had been very fair and unblameabié; and that neither from 
my acquaintance, converfation, or actions, I had given the leatt 
fufpicion of carrying on any practices againft the flate. By this 
means I got rid of a troublefome affair, which I have reafon to 
believe was fomented by CLEON, to revenge himfelf upon me for 
a fatire againft him, in which he fufpected I was concerned. The 
piece which gave him this fingular offence, was compofed one 
night at CLINIAs’s, at a fympofium, where ARISTOPHANES the 
comick poet and myfelf were prefent. When fupper was over, being 
heated with wine, and enlivened by the gaiety of the converfation, 
we went out in a body, crowned with garlands, and with torches 
in our hands, and fung the farcaftical iambics under CLEON’s win- 
dows. But it happens always in a divided ftate, that when any 
perfon is oppofed by one fide, the party in whofe caufe he fuffers 
take him into their proteCtion; for CLEON’s refentment againft me 
excited the zeal of his enemies to reprefent the profecution as ground- 
lefs and malicious. 


The feafon is very unhealthy here, for the great rains which fell 
laft winter, having ftagnated in the low and marfhy grounds about 
the city, are corrupted by the violent heats of the fummer, and the 
air is greatly infetted. HippocRATEs apprehends another plague. 
Should that dreadful calamity break out again, I fhall beg leave (if 
the king has no occafion for my fervice in any other part of Greece) 
to make a fhort vilit to my family at Ephefus. 


Noble fcribe, I live in daily expeCtation of thy letters, which 
will not be lefs acceptable to me, than the cheering rays of 
Mitruras are to the bofom of the hard earth, which has felt the 
feverity of the winter’s frofts. Adieu. 
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ORSAMES fo CLEANDER. J’rom Memphis. 


HAVE always thought, CLEANDER, that one of the principal LETTER 
ends of travelling was to know the laws and policies of other *Cl ; 
countries ; and that many wife and excellent things might be learnt 


from the ufages and inftitutions of foreign nations, which were 
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wanting in our own. In the appointment of laws for the well- 
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ordering of mankind, a regard has been every where had to certain 


unchangeable principles in the nature of things, which, previous to 


any human laws, inferred an univerfal obligation upon all rational 


creatures. But it was the depravity of mankind, that made the au- 


thority of the human law-giver neceflary, and caufed the fan@tion 
of civil punifhments to be fuperadded to the primary obligation 
which our natural fenfe of right and wrong inculcated upon us. And 


without this provifion, the ends of our entering into fociety could 


not be anfwered ; for though the things that are naturally good or 
evil, feem obvious to the common reafon of all men, yet the bulk 
of the human race would not in all inftances be capable of difcerning 


them. And unlefs fuch things as are obligatory in their own nature, 
were further enjoined by human laws, many would be ignorant of 
their obligation to them; and many who know what they fhould 
do, would neverthelefs, to excufe themfelves, pretend ignorance. 
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For which reafon [ applaud the wifdom of our own legiflature * in 
punifhing ingratitude, a kind of immorality the moft odious in its 
nature, however it happens to have efcaped the cenfure of the laws 


* XENOPH, Cyroped. 
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u Be R in other countries. It may indeed be faid, ingratitude is not of the 
Low fame nature with thofe crimes which do open violence to the rights 
of mankind, and tend dire@tly to deftroy the being of fociety. Yet 


re an. 


I thall always believe, what I was early taught to maintain in the 
{chools of Perfia, that the wretch who is capable of ingratitude, has 


broke loofe from every tie that engages us to our friends, our pa- 
rents, or our country. 


In fpeaking of the Hgyptian laws, the confideration of which 
has led me to this fubjeét, there are two or three that I fhall firft 
mention, which are eftablifhed upon fure and unerring principles of 
reafon and truth; and the fandtion of which feems to be prefcribed 
or limited according to the moral differences of things. The - 
firft is, “ that whoever kills another wilfully, whether the perfon 
** he kills be a bond-flave or a free man, {hall fuffer death*.” For 
the malignity of this crime confifts in the injuftice of the ation, 
and the malice and cruelty of the perfon who commits it ; and how- 
ever the quality of the fuffering party may differ, the malice, cruelty, 
and injuftice of the action is ftill the fame. For the further fecurity 
of the innocent againft the indireét attempts and fecret villany of 

_ mifchievous and defigning men, it is by law appointed, “ that falfe 
* accufers fhall fuffer the fame punifhment, which the falfely accufed 
** were to have undergone, had they been conviéted of the offence.” 
A plain principle of natural juftice, that the innocent fhould not 
fuffer with the guilty, preferibes to them another of their laws, 
“ that women with child, who have incurred the penalty of death, 
* fhall not be executed till they are delivered;” a rule of juftice which 
ought certainly to be received in every ftate, and followed by every 
tribunal, as it has already been received in Greece, and particularly, 


* Diop. Sicut. lib. i. c. 6. 


as 


{ 
: 
: 


Ut) 
‘ 
- 
' 
t & 
Bee. 


Ve 


ee —+ a, toe PO ~% 
| ‘i ‘ snghuidtitease ag Se fi “866, S04, Boe. GH 00. FH 9, S 
Og, Ge Og 7 Ga, eg. Gp, “Ce,, CaF De GE "se Sey, S65, - "S@5 CP Ge... Ze“ QQ, = eh C95 WS) 999, Se, A= 82, ~ aS B 


ATHENIAN LETTERS. 385 


as I am informed, by the folemn council of Areopagus. I more ee. 
wonder, that this principle of natural juftice fhould ever have tecsgmped 
been violated in the laws of any country, than that it is ad- 
hered to fo ftri@ly in this. I have often thought, CLEANDER, 


that cuftom in Perfia*, which for the perfidy and treafon of one per- 
fon dooms his whole family, with all the innocent branchcs of 
it, to utter extirpation, a moft unjuft appointment, and cruelty in — 
the higheft excefs. . Pardon me, my friend, this freedom of cei. 
furing ‘the laws of that ftate to which I am attached by every fo- 
lemn tie, and to whofe laws I thall always pay the ftricteft obedi- 
ence. The wretch who betrays his allegiance to his prince, with- 
out doubt deferves the fevereft tortures. But why muft the inno- 
cent and the guilty be involved in the fame punifhment? I fear 
the natural injuftice of fuch a fentence can hardly be palliated 
upon the reafon commonly alleged, that the punifhment is en- 
hanced to the guilty by being extended to all who are fo unfor- 
tunate as to be allied to him. I am ftrongly fenfible of the 
horrid nature of this crime, and am perfuaded men ought to 
be deterred by the fevereft examples from attempting it. Yet I 
cannot underftand, why thofe who are no fharers in the guilt, 
fhould fuffer more than they do in the punithment of the guilty 
perfon, for that, which is of itfelf the greateit calamity to any fa- 
mily to happen in it. A whole kindred in this cafe is deftroyed at 
random ; and fome perhaps among them, who, if fpared, might, 
from the awe of fo near an example, as well as the goodnefs of 
their own nature, have diftinguifhed themfelves more fignally for 
their loyalty to their fovereign, than the criminal perfon had done 
for his perfidy and treafon. If the punifhment of the criminal is 
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thought likely to raife refentment from the family, and put them, 


ty who are left, upon meditating revenge ; yet will not men naturally 


be more defperate, when, without any regard had to their own in- 
nocence, they are deftined to fuffer for another’s offence? I have 
reafoned with great freedom upon the matter; but the few inftances 
we have of this law’s being executed in its full rigour, fince the 
unhappy fate of INTAPHERNES* in the reign of Darius, warrants 
me to believe, that it has appeared juft and equitable to the lenity of 
our mighty monarchs to mitigate the feverity of it. Alike fevere in 
its kind is another law we have againft deferterst. But if the in- 
fiction of feverity is never the principal end of punifhments, and a 
regard ought to be had in them as well to the reformation of the 
offender, where that may be, as to the putting a reftraint upon 
other men; I fhould think the cafe of deferters better provided for 
by the laws of Agypt than by thofe of Perfia. For amongft other 
excellent rules of military difcipline, it was appointed by SEsos- 
TRis, “ That foldiers who mutinied or fled from their colours, 
“ though not punifhed with death, fhould be degraded from their 
“ poft, and ftigmatized in the moft publick manner with all poffiblé 
marks of difgrace, and yet be permitted to refume again their 
military character, if they wiped off that difgrace afterwards by 
fome brave and valorous.a@tion.” By this he intended, that 
difhonour and infamy fhould be looked upon as the greateft evils, and 
more grievous than death itfelf. He confidered alfo, that thofe who 
were put to death, could never be further ferviceable to their 
country ; but fuch as were degraded only, might, for the fhame they 
had incurred through their paft mifcondu@, and from a defire to 
recover their reputation, exert themfelves with redoubled vigour, 
and be the more ufeful for the time to come. Thefe are inftances, 
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* Heron, lib. ili. c. 119. + Amuian. MarcELL. loco jam citato. 
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CLEANDER, of fuch laws as have a moral fitnefs in their own ci Oe ete 

f i. 
nature; and the form and fan@ion of each feems to be prefcribed or Gm————ed 
limited from the nature of the thing itfelf. But with regard to laws 


in general, it muft be obferved, that though they are all founded upon 


one natural principle, of virtue being rewardable, and vice punithable, 


yet the particular kind of fanction is not always fo clearly pointed 


out from the nature of the thing itfelf, but left to the difcretion 


of the law-giver to appoint. And therefore, though the offence in 
itfelf be naturally punifhable, the pofitive part of the law, which 


determines the punifhment, however wifely defigned, may not be 


univerfally binding. If then the laws of this country in fome in- 


es i aa ee ac ret 


ftances appear fingular, we are to confider how well they anfwer 


the thing propofed; they may not be lefs wife, becaufe, in thofe 


circumftances which are arbitrary and pofitive, they differ from our 
own. It is the inftitution of this country to punifh perjury with 
death: the punifhment is indeed arbitrary ; but if we refle@ upon 
the heinoufnefs of the crime, that it is the moft daring impiety 
againft the gods, and a violation of the ftrongeft bands of faith 


amoneft men, we fhall have lefs reafon to think it difproportionate 


to the offence. 


The laws of nature feem in general to require, that he who hath 
unjuftly taken away the life of another, fhould himfelf be put to 


death. But when this heinous crime is attended with other aggra- 
vating circumftances; when the offender hath violated the ftricteft 
ties of blood, befides the common ties of nature, efpecially if he 
has taken away the life of thofe who were the authors of life to 
him, all natioi’s are agreed to punifh fuch execrable impiety, not 


only with death, but. with the moff lingering kinds of it, and the 
fevereft tortures they could invent. For it has always been efteemed 
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ht aes of them from whom they received their own. But when a cafe 
‘ey happens the reverfe of this, ‘ that a parent {hall deftroy its 


(9 


—_— 


offspring,” it is furely an horrid and unnatural a@, and equally 
unjuft as the other. For although the parent be the inftrument of 


giving life to its child, yet have they no better right to take that 
life away, than the child has to take away the life of its parent. But 


— 


it has been thought, that the violating that natural awe and venera- 


tion, which is due from the child to the parent, aggravates the 
heinoufnefs of the act in the former inftance, which does not in the 
latter ; and that regard fhould be had to this difference in determin- 
ing the punifhment. And upon this the Egyptian law feems to be 
founded relating to fuch parents, and is indeed a remarkable one; 
“« That parents, who killed their children, fhowld not die them- 
“ felves, but be forced for three days and nights together to hug them 


129 


7 


continually in their arms, and have a guard all the while over them 
“ to fee they did it.” This was doubtlefs thought a punifhment, 
which would be attended with the deepeft forrow and compun@tion. 
The inexpreflible horror and remorfe that the wretch muft feel upon 
the oceafion, it was thought, would be as effeGtual to deter men 
from the unnatural act, as even death itfelf. By the law of this 
country, “ if any upon the road faw a man likely to be killed, and 
“ did not refcue him, being able, he was to die for it; and if he 
were not able to defend him, yet he was bound to difcover the 
rufhans, and to profecute them in a due courfe of law: if he 


as 


ce 


“ neglected this, he was to be fcourged with a certain number of 


 ftripes, and to be kept without food for three days together:” 
The fanations of this law are arbitrary and pofitive ; but the law 
goes upon a fuppofition in the firft inftance, that ae, who, being 
able, did not defend the affaulted perfon from violence, was acceflary 
to the violence committed upon him; and the negleé& punifhable in 
the fecond is, his not having done all he might, in order to difcover 
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the ruffans, and bring them to juftice. Yet it mut be owned, the b cre 
penalties in this law are exceeding ftri@, and would, I fear, be in W-+¥—— 
many inftances unjuft. A like pofitive fan@ion belongs to thefe 
other laws, “ That fuch as revealed the fecrets of the army to the 
“enemy, were to have their tongues cut out. That they who 
coined falfe and adulterated money, or contrived falfe weights or 
counterfeited feals, and {eriveners who forged deeds, or razed pub- 

** lick records, or produced any forged contracts, were to have both 

“ their hands cut off.’ Which all go upon this notion, that every 

one ought to fuffer in the part wherewith he had offended, in 

fuch a manner as not to be repaired during life. And fo in the 
_ cafe of adultery, the woman was to lofe her nofe, that fhe might be 

punifhed in that part where her charms chiefly lay. 
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Now as there are fome things, which being not of abfolute and 
univerfal obligation, are neverthelefs fit and convenient in certain 


ia cnet 


inftances, and fome, which, as the exigencies of human affairs re- 
quire, are neceflary to be provided for only at particular times and - 
in particular places; the laws relating to thefe things are not of a 
mixed nature, but merely pofitive both as to the matter and form. 
By a law of this fort, all the Egyptians are enjoined to give in their 
names in writing to the governors of the provinces, fhewing how 
and by what means they got their livelihood. “ He who gave a 


“¢ falfe account in fuch a cafe, or if it appeared he lived by robbery, 
1$4 


or any other unjuft means, was to die.” This certainly was 
well calculated to promote honeft induftry, and prevent publick 
mifchiefs and diforders in the ftate. But there is one concerning 
theft, of a moft extraordinary fort, which I will mention unde? 
this head. It may feem indeed to countenance iniquity, but was 
intended for the benefit and redrefs of the plundered, when the 
other laws were found ineffectual to put a ftop abfolutely to that 
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Les evil, which Egypt, from the nature of the country, hath always 
L—,— been expofed to: for the flime and mud, which are brought by the 


10. 000, a0 8 


— 


waters in the annual inundation, fettling in different parts of the 
Nile, and the lakes which are caufed from time to time by its over- 
flowing the country, make thofe little iflands of rufhes, which have 
always given concealment to thefe bands of robbers that infeft the 
country. As it was thought impoffible therefore to put a {top to 
this evil entirely, a law appoints, “ That thofe who enter into thefe 


‘“‘ infamous companies fhall give in their names to one who is 
“ their chief, and whatever they fteal fhall engage to bring to 


“ him. They who have been robbed, are to fet down in writing 


““ every particular, exprefling the day, and hour, and place, when 


ee — 


“‘ and where they loft their goods, and apply to this receiver, who, 


though well known, is connived at by the ftate; and after a va- 


luation made of the ftolen goods, the true owner is to pay a 


fourth part of the value, and to receive them again.” 


But for fear of being tedious, I will enlarge no farther on this 
fubje&; nor fhall I take upon me to defend the laft inftitution, as 


I can never think it prudent or advifeable to give a licence to evils, 
in order to reftrain them. But the Aigyptian laws muft be allowed 
upon the whole to be wife and equitable, and worthy of commenda- 
tion, And that thefe laws may upon no occafion be evaded by the 
collufion of the parties charged with the execution of them”, 


extraordinary care is taken to fill the courts of juftice with perfons 
of the moft approved integrity and unblemifhed charafter. ‘Vhe 


prophet, or high prieft of Aigypt, is always prefident in the tribunal 
of juftice, or over the thirty who are appointed for the hearing 
of all caufes. In judiciary proceedings, the plaintiff exhibits his 
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complaint in writing, diftin@ly and particularly fetting forth wherein 1 eS 
he was injured, and after what manner, and the value of the damage eyed 
fuftained. The defendant on the other fide, having had a copy of 


his adverfary’s libel, anfwers in writing to every particular, either 


by denying, or juftifying, or pleading fomething in mitigation of 
damages. ‘The plaintiff replies in writing, and the defendant rejoins. 


After the litigants have thus exhibited their libels twice, it belongs 


Ee Te ene ee 


to the thirty judges to confider among themfelves what fentence they 


fhall pronounce. Then the prophet turns the effigies of truth to- 
wards the party who carries his caufe. ‘The judges ufed to receive 


a certain falary from the king, which is ftill continued to them by 
the favour of our mighty monarch, out of the revenues of Hgypt: 


i nH attr one ATO Mg 


and he may juftly be regarded as the guardian of their laws, who 


fuffers them to enjoy their own judicatures in all caufes, except 
where the rights of his natural fubjets are concerned. “The priefts 
fay*, that their ancient Mnevis or MENEs was the firft who infti- 


eee iene) 


tuted written laws; and that his laws are preferved among the other 
facred treafures of wifdom that have been delivered down to them 


from the great Mercury, his aflociate and counfellor. The reft 


have at different times been received into the Hermaic books, and 
the higheft honour thereby paid to the authors of them. SESOSTRIS 
is generally reputed the founder of all thofe that relate to military 
difcipline. The Theban Boccnorts is juftly famed for his wife 


and excellent laws concerning contracts and debts, and for the pre- 
venting of exceflive ufury. He forbids imprifonment for debt, 
judging it unreafonable that the perfons of men fhovld lie at the 
mercy of inexorable creditors, or be confined to gratify the covetouf- 


nefs or refentment of private people, when they might be of ufe to the 
publick fervice. Many of the Egyptian laws have been copied by the 
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a ee fages of Greece, who all reforted hither as to the fountain-head of 

XC. ; z 

Ly——w knowledge and wildom ; and this rule in particular, 1 am informed, 
is followed in the Athenian laws of Soron. The kings of gypt 


from the times of S—sosTRIs, after the prodigious increafe of their 


power and greatnefs, became impatient of controul; and the ftrié 
laws, which the wife founders of the Egyptian polity * had appoint- 
ed for the regulation of their conduct in every inftance both of pub- 
lick and private life, were now grown obfolete and forgotten, till 
Boccuorts } endeavoured to revive the ancient difcipline, and in- 
force, by his own example, thofe excellent rules which were 
calculated for the mutual happinefs both of the prince and people. 
But the invafion that happened in his reign, too foon overturned 
his laudable defigns. ‘The law which enjoins, that the Egyptians 
fhall give in their names to the governors of the provinces, fhew- 
ing by what means they got their livelihood, and that yearly,- 
was enacted by AmMasis{. Darius, the father of XERXEs, is held 
in much veneration here, and his name is inrolled among thofe 


of their beft princes and greateft benefactors. He confirmed the 
body of their old laws, and added new ones to it. He fhewed 


great indulgence to the Agyptian priefts, to make them amends 
for the impiety of his predeceffor CamByszs, in the profanation 
of their religious rites. He was initiated into their myfteries, and 
refided for fome time in the colleges of Heliopolis and Memphis. 


Whilft living, they efteemed him as a god; and when dead, the 
people allowed him all thofe ancient honours, which were cuftom- 
ary to be performed to the former kings of Mgypt after their 
deaths. 


* Diop. lib. i. c. 6, initio. 
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$ Heron. lib, ii, 177. 
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I have refided in this country much longer than I intended ad a 


at my firft fetting out from Perfia; but after I had taken fome 
pains to furvey the famous monuments of the Upper Agypt, 
and the lafting remains of thefe once powerful kingdoms, I was wil- 
ling to make fome inquiry into their hiftory, their laws, and their 
ancient learning. And when I found my curiofity would detain 
me in thefe parts, I took the opportunity of being inftruéted 
in thofe liberal {ciences, which are the boafted inventions of figypt, 
and are no where taught to greater advantage. But now having 
thrice feen the inundation of the Nile, I begin to think, though 
with reluctance, of leaving the country. But before I fet forward 
for Pelufium, I intend a fhort excurfion to the Pyramids, with the 
famous Heroporus, and fome other Grecian {trangers, who are 
lately arrived at Memphis. Adieu. a 


Lee huey teste Cll: 
Hippras fo CLEANDER. 


FIND myfelf in fuch a debating humour, that you muft indulge 
I me, brother, in arguing upon fome other particulars of your 
converfation with the Athenian, than thofe to which I have already 
{fpoken. The two advantages of monarchy, which you mentioned, 
deferve to be infifted on more copioufly, viz. The opportunities of 
munificence, which are lodged in the hands of a great king, and the 
awe of his abfolute power. Nor had your friend fo much caufe to 
triumph in the force and clearnefs of his reafoning. 


The wifeft legifiators in all republicks have eftablithed their laws 
by the fanction of rewards and punifhments ; becaufe the expetation 
VOL. I. ARE of 
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of the one, or apprehenfion of the other, is apt to operate moft 
ftrongly on the human mind. But it often happens in governments 
of the popular form, that thefe fanctions are weakened. Envy oc- 
cafions a neglect of merit, and defeats it of thofe honours to which 
it has an equitable claim, while many reftraints on the iniquity of 
the powerful are taken off by their influence on the body of the peo- 
ple. And thus the intention of the legiflator, who firft formed the 
commonwealth, is gradually forgot after his death, or openly per- 
verted by his fucceflors. On the contrary, in monarchical ftates 
there is the fame perpetual legiflator, becaufe a king (unlike the 
temporary legiflators who prefide in democracies, whofe interefts 
muft vary according to the different circumftances of the times) 
will always find himfelf in the fame fituation and interefts with thofe 
who have gone before him. He may be a faithful guardian of the 
laws and thefe fan@tions; and a prudent prince will maintain them in — 
their full vigour; he will not fuffer them to be wrefted to the low 
purpofes of jealoufy and malice, or to ftrengthen the hands of a 
faction. Difdaining to a& like the inconfiftent multitude in the de- 
mocracy of Athens, he will countenance the deferving with his 
power, and encourage them by his bounty, while the defigning are 
unable to evade his penetration, or fly from the rigour of his juftice. 
In commonwealths the recompence at any time beftowed on the 
good citizen is mean and inconfiderable, and rather gratifies the 
vanity, than advances the intereft of the man. But in monarchies 
the rewards given toa faithful fubje@ are fuch, as call for his atten- 
tion and regard. The profpe& of them will incite him to endure 
toil, and the pofleflion of them will animate him to face danger and 
death in the fervice of his country. Is a crown of fading oak-leaves 
to be compared with the gift of an extended domain? Is the moft 
elegant collation which the Prytaneum of Athens can afford, equal 
in value to the wealth, dignity, and titles, which the fovereign of 

Afia 
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Afia may heap on thofe whom he vouchfafes to favour? Thefe LETTER 
rewards he may not only impart to the man whofe merit more im- eae 
mediately demanded them, but even fuffer them to continue in his 
family, and be tranfmitted to his remotett pofterity. This {pirit of 
liberality hath prevailed very eminently in the kings of Perfia. 
Cyrus, when he had fubdued the world, and fettled his empire 
in fecurity, enriched and agerandized the attendants on his fortune 


beyond their moft fanguine expeétations ; and no one ever exceeded 


XERXES in the princely generofity of his temper. Do you think, 
when he feated himfelf on the top of the mountain Agaleos, that 


he might furvey the battle of Salamis? Do you think, I fay, when 
he wrote down the name and country of every man who behaved 
well in the fleet, that he had not an intention to diftinguifh the 
valour of his officers, and the dexterity of his failors, with fome 
tokens of the royal efteem? He fteadily preferved his intention. 
He recompenfed the fincere, though unfuccefsful endeavours of his 
fervants ; and many in Perfia at this day enjoy the effects of his 
munificence, 


But you will fay, that I have hitherto, in the tenor of my argu- 
ment, fuppofed a king perfect in the arts of policy, and in all the 
regal qualifications. Methinks I hear you telling me, that I have 
taken it for granted, that every prince is a philofopher; whereas 
nothing is more true than the reverfe of it, becaufe Providence has 
not made them fuperior to others in their natural endowments, and 
their acquired ones are feldom fo good. Permit me, brother, to 
anfwer, that I mean chiefly to confine my obfervations to Perfia ; 
and however this remark may be verified in many countries, I am 
free from all apprehenfions, left the throne of Cyrus fhould be 
filled with a CamByses for the future, the wildeft and moft uncul- 


tivated mortal, who hath dared in any period of time to be ambitious. 
a Be 2s Thou 
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LETTER Thou knoweft, that the excellent ARTAXERXES has eftablithed a 
XIU: - 5 : 
is noble method of education for thofe who are to fucceed to the 


empire. The young heir is committed to the management of four 
perfons, who are very remarkable in the kingdom on account of 
their wifdom and their virtue. The firft is ordered to inftru& him 
in the principles of Magianifm and the Perfian government ; the 
fecond muft enure him to a love of juftice and truth; the third is to 
teach him the maftery over himfelf and his paffions ; and the laft 
endeavours to fortify his breaft with courage and refolution. Under 
an abfolute prince thus inftituted, what fignifies the power of doing 
harm, when the will fhall be wanting? What happinefs may we 
not reafonably hope for and promife to ourfelves, under a long 


CR eneme — 


race of wife and equitable kings? Such will be indeed the living 
images of the Deity, the faithful difpenfers of his bounty. Reflect 
only, how much more confiftent it is with the general welfare of 
fociety, that a prudent man fhould be placed at the head of it, than 
that a lawlefs and giddy multitude fhould be entrufted with the go- 


vernment. Is it not better they fhould enjoy freedom and fecurity 
through the means of fuch monarchs, than that the reins of power 
fhould be held by themfelves, which will now be unfeafonably ftrait- 
ened, and now wantonly relaxed in their hands? Do you not find 
this peculiarly the cafe in Athens? Is not their punifhment of the 
beft in the city, on obferving the leaft error in a courfe of the wifeft 
conduét, a flagrant inftance of the one; and is not their giving into 
the foolifh politicks and abfurd propofitions of the worft, a ridiculous 
tnftance of the other? 


f i} 
es 
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Let us, I befeech you, bring the comparifon between monarchies 
and democracies ftill nearer. The former is allowed on all hands 
to poflefs the greateft advantages, when it is neceflary to make a 
vigorous and fudden effort of power. A monarch may conceal the 
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fecret of his defigns from the knewledge cf his. enemies; he iS ake 


may deliberate with coolnefs, and act with fpirit; he may HW 


"28, 


attend folely to the reafon and policy of his meafures, without 


being mifled by the falfe glofles of his counfellors, without being 


heated by an orator’s addrefs to his paffions. In republicks the 


cafe is far different; they are flow in refolving, much flower in 


performing; the fame fecrecy cannot be preferved, nor the fame 


uniform meafures purfued ; the voice of reafon is loft in the noife 


of eloquence, and reality is bafely difguifed by plaufibility. A good 


monarch is fenfible, that his own welfare is united with the welfare 
of his people; he knows, the fecurity of his crown depends on their 
affection ; he will not therefore indulge his minifters in any felfith 


views and inclinations, which may injure the profperity of himfelf 


ncaa YS IS Sa ainsi Se Ai 


and his kingdom. In popular ftates, little interefts and private com- 


petitions too frequently enter into the publick councils: each man 
aims at power, riches, and the ruin of his enemies, under the mafk 


eons eta 


of zeal for his country ; and the true intereft of the many is facri- 
ficed through their own blindnefs to that of the few. What various 


opportunities of encouraging the liberal arts, of improving the 


finances, and of extending the commerce of his empire, are in the 


difpofal of a monarch? But the minifters who prefide in demo- 


eracies, have no leifure to regard thefe important particulars ; they 


ae et i nt iN air tn IO 


are obliged to neglect no expedient, however wretched or deteftable, 


in order to maintain themfelves in authority. This is their chief 


bufinefs, and the worthy employment of their adminiftration. How 
little then ought we to admire thofe governments, where the {pirit 
of faction is miftaken for the {pirit of freedom ; and that which 
conftitutes the real happinefs and grandeur of a nation, is furren- 
dered, not for the fake of liberty, but licentioufnefs, which is always 
accompanied with fedition, and muft naturally end in deftrudtion ? 
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LETTER A wife king will refpeé the advice of a wife council ; at the fame 


beet time he will be a check over their condudt, and prevent them from 


caballing together to the oppreffion of their inferiors, or quarrelling 


with one another to the diforder and confufion of the ftate. To 
{peak plainly, he will convey to his people the advantages of arifto- 


cracy, without the inconveniencies which may fometimes attend it. 


Let it be granted there is one dangerous circumftance in monarchy, 
I mean, that its corruption is fyranzy; but let it be remembered, 
there is one much more dangerous in a republick, I mean, that not 
only its corruption is avarchy, (which every one mutt allow,) but 
that it is equally expofed to tyranny. For if tyranny confifts in the 
power and the will to infli@ ftripes, and flavery in the neceflity to 
receive them when infliéted ; then the many may tyrannize over the 
few, the ftronger may crufh the weaker, in democracies. In this 
laft cafe the tyranny will be much more open and effe@ual than in 
the firft, becaufe a fingle tyrant will be afraid left he fhould inflame 
the refentment of his people, but a majority of tyrants will be re~ 
{trained by no fuch prudential confideration. Under monarchical 
governments, if the fubjeéts find themfelves opprefled by their king, 
defpair will furnith them with arms ; 
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they will join in the common 
caufe, and dethrone him, who has proftituted the dignity of his 


office, and forfeited the allegiance of his people. They will then 
place a worthier in his ftead; nor need they in the mean time be 
afraid of invafions from without, fince no one would dare to attack 
a nation united within. But in popular ftates the few, and confe- 
quently the weaker, after feveral unfuccefsful ftruggles, will per- 
ceive they are unable to redrefs their grievances: they will there- 
fore afk the affiftance of foreigners; fooner than be in bondage 
to their fellow-citizens, they will court the yoke of a ftranger, 


and 
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and {ubmit their country and themfelves to the mercy of a con- Bee R 


queror, em ame) 


In an evening conference at Olympia on this fubject you declared, 
no fimple form of government could be free from inconveniencies: 
“* that one mixed out of the three fpecies would fecure to mankind the 
“ benefits, and correé the difadvantages arifing from each of them.” 
And you told me, “ that you had once intimated thefe fentiments 
“in a letter toGosryas.” What that great ftatefman might think 
upon the fcheme, you could not inform me; for he wifely and like 
a ftatefman concealed it. But art thou not of opinion, my CLE- 


ec 


ANDER, that a frame of government fo excellently contrived is 
rather to be commended in theory, than eftablifhed in praétice, and 
may take place in the heads of philofophers, but not in focieties of 
men: It would be as difficult to fettle the nice boundaries between 
liberty and prerogative, as to adjuft the exaG limits between vice 
and virtue. ‘The prefervation of fuch a tender and delicate confti- 
tution muft depend on that, which would at certain times be unfteady 


and unequal; namely, the wifdom of the governors in not extend- 


ing the powers of either too far. The fituation of thefe with re- 


{pect to each other, would refemble that of two princes whofe ter- 
ritories are contiguous. If the one advances his forces to the frontiers 
of the other, he gives a juft and well-grounded alarm to his. neigh- 
bour. In fhort, to fuppofe fuch a mixture either probable or poffible, 


and that it will ever be admitted and maintained in a nation, is to 


fuppofe mankind a different order of beings from what they are; or 
that the gracious OROMASDEs will one day or other throw a much 


larger fhare of reafon into the fcale of human nature, than is now 
laid in the balance, and fuffer it to weigh down the paffions. 


Cc. 
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De Sl Le Ree ve 


CLEANDER fo HYDASPES. 


LETTER yscuyLus (of whom I fpoke fo much to thee in my laft *) is 
XCIV. i ec : : 
pre es tony faid to have diftinguifhed himfelf in the three battles of Ma- 


rome 


ee ee 


rathon, Salamis, and Platza. In the fecond of thefe engagements his 
younger brother AmyYN1As commanded a fquadron of fhips, and had 
the firft prize decreed him after the victory. It was to the reputa- 
tion of this man that Ascuyxus owed his life. Having been ac- 
cufed for fome bold ftrokes of impiety in one of his tragedies, the 
Areopagites were juft ready to pronounce fentence. AMYNIAS 
{tepped up to the judges in that inftant, pulled his arm from under 
his garment, and fhewed it in the face of the court without a hand ; 
that having been loft, as he declared, in the fervice of his country. 
The merit of the foldier gained the immediate acquittal of the poet ; 
and /EscuyLUs was afhamed of being pardoned, not for his own 
virtue, but the valour of his brother. A few years after he refented 
highly the affront which had been put on him by the judges of the 
theatre, in permitting SopHocLes, who had been formerly his 
{cholar; to carry away the palm in tragedy at the feftival which ce- 
lebrated the recovery of Tursrus’s bones. Cimon gave his fanc- 
tion to this determination; and Hscuyxu’s retired, ftom Athens, 
after his defeat, to Gela in Sicily; where he arrived while king 
Hero was building the city Atna. He addrefled himfelf to his 
new patrons in a play, which bore the name of that town, and was 
employed in prophetically deferibing the future commerce, wealth, 
and grandeur of the place. As he was walking one day in the fields 
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to refrefh himfelf in the air after the fatigue of a rehearfal, an eagle 
with a tortoife in its claws accidentally flew over his head, and (as 
the Sicilians relate it) foaring high with her prey, and wanting fome 
{tone whereon to break it, miftook AEscuyLus’s bald crown fora 
flint, and threw it down upon him in fuch a manner as dafhed out 
his brains. ‘THEMISTOCLEs had fuch a regard to his performances, 
that after the death of Hscuy.tus, he contracted with PHRYNICHUS 
for the reprefentation of feveral of them. 


In the mean time SOPHOCLES improved his credit over all Greece- 
He was held in efteem, not only as a tragick writer, but as a coun- 
fellor ; and the higheft offices in the ftate were fometimes conferred 
upon him. I have heard him fpeak of his expedition to Samos in 
joint commiffion with PERICLES; but that great general faid of him, 
that in his military capacity (whatever he might be in his poetical) 
he had more perfonal bravery than conduct. PHILEMON has a 
good ftory of his being one day in company with them in the forum, 
while they continued together in office, and were talking carelefsly 
on matters of indifference, an handfome virgin pafled by them 
in the middle of the conference. SopHocLEs took notice of 
her beauty, and PEeRicLEs reproved him, faying, “a magiftrate 
“ fhould obferve continence with his eyes as well as his hands.” 
Though he is far advanced in years, he continues to apply himfelf 
to his profeffion with an unwearied application. I was myfelf pre- 
fent at a very extraordinary trial, not many months ago, in which 
he was concerned, before the court of Areopagus. ‘The fons of 
Sopuoc tes defired the guardianfhip of their father’s eftate, as of one 
who was grown delirious, and confequently no longer able to ma- 
nage his affairs. The old gentleman fpoke in his own defence with 
a peculiar vivacity and ftrength of underftanding. As foon as he 
had clofed his oration, which fell from him with an uncommon flow 
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Lea of natural eloquence, and grace of pronunciation, he begged leave 
Lemeryeed to read a tragedy which he had juft finifhed, and would fpeedily offer 
to the publick. It was intitled OEDIPUS at Colonos, and was de- 
figned to do honour to his native town. He recited it, and then 
defired to know, with fome warmth of temper and quicknefs of ex- 
preffion, whether that piece was the work of a madman or a fool. 
The judges applauded his wit, difmiffed him with the higheft marks 
of honour, and actually declared his fons madmen for accufing — 
him. 


00. 0 ere 
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EvuRIPIDES, another great mafter in the dramatick art, and the 
rival of Ascuytus and Sopuocies, was brought up by his father 
to exercifes of ftrength and activity, and defigned for nothing more 
than a wreftler in the Olympick games. His inclinations lay ano- 
ther way, and he proved a conftant difciple of ANAXAGORAS in 
philofophy, and of Propicus in rhetorick. Since that he has 
turned his thoughts to the writing of tragedies, and has one hap- 
pinefs, to which men of parts are generally ftrangers, that of being 
as remarkable for his induftry as his genius. During the laft Athenza 
I was prefent at his Bellerophon, wherein he hath introduced 
a wicked man ferioufly preferring lucre to honefty, in a train of 
ftudied arguments. Though, for my own part, I was ftruck with 
an averfion to the character and the fentiments, yet I could not think 
it right to pafs fentence on the poet, till the cataftrophe of the piece. 
The impatient audience, however, were rifing up with a kind of 
Bacchanalian fury, to demolifh both the play and the aétor. Eurt- 
PIDES came on, and bowed, as if defirous to fpeak. His requeft 
was granted, and he told us, “ he could not help obferving, with a 
“ fecret tranfport, the virtue and integrity of that great aflembly ; 
“and fhould always endeavour to follow, in his particular capacity, 
“the national example.” He added, “ that if they would wait 
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** quietly to the end of the tragedy, they would find he had not LETTER 
“ failed in expreffing his abhorrence for iniquity, fince the patron ee. 
** of covetoufnefs would.there meet with the punifhment he de- 
 ferved.”” Socrates frequents no plays but thofe of EURIPIDES. 
I {aw him in a corner of the theatre on this occafion ; and while the 
foliloquy was reciting, his face feemed compofed into a fettled deteft- 
ation of the odious panegyrick; but his features afterwards lighted 
up again, and he was greatly fatisfied with the fpirit and behaviour 
of his friend Euripipzs. ARcuELAus, king of Macedon, had 


heard fo much of this great poet, that he fent him an invitation to 


his kingdom. In converfation he told Euriprpes, “ he fhould be 
ce 


very proud if he would compofe a tragedy in honour of his cha- 
“¢ racter.” ‘To which the other replied with great politenefs, “ Pray 
* Heaven, your majefty may never be the fubject of a tragedy !” 
A courtier laughed at him one day for the ftinking of his breath ; 


** If my breath ftinks, (replied he,) it is becaufe fo many honeft fe- 


*¢ crets have rotted within me.” 


The general opinion of the Athenians, on the excellencies of thefe 
three competitors, feems founded in an exact and impartial review 
of them. scuyius is thought to want neither fpirit nor fubli- 
mity, but is cenfured as bombaft and inflated. SOPHOCLES has 
united the perfeGtions of art to the graces of nature, and has a jufter 
degree of elevation than his mafter, with more delicacy and {weet- 
nefs. Euriprprs is rather fond of elegance and tendernefs, than 
firength and grandeur; and has a fine way of interfperfing the re- 
fleGtions of morality, without flattening the dialogue, or relaxing 
the attention of his audience from the main action. 


Comedy had the fame rife with tragedy ; and though SuSARION 


and EPICHARMUS are faid to have been the firft inventors of it, yet 
ZF 2 Eupo.is 
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heater Evporis and CRATINUS pretend to a fhare in the merit. The 
L————J_ former was feventeen years of age when he entered on the theatre, 
and raifed his credit by abufing ,both Cimon and PERIcLEs; but 
the latter honoured Cimon, who was at that time the head of the 
nobility. The libertinifm of comedy is very freely indulged by the 
impudent poet ARISTOPHANES; and I dare fay his fcandalous 
licentioufnefs will at laft convince the Athenians of the neceflity of 
fome law to reftrain it. It may be faid, however, in favour of tra- 
gedy and comedy, that each of thefe writings have their refpeGtive 
ufe. The fate of tyranny and anarchy are laid open in the one, 
and the abfurdities and follies of private life are ridiculed in the 


other. 


I find it a queftion, HypAspes, difputed among the criticks of 
Greece, in which of thefe it is hardeft to excel; at the fame time it 
is univerfally acknowledged, that the tragick and comick excellencies 


are fo different, that no man can ever be fuperior in both. Wilt 


thou indulge me, while I give thee a reafon or two on the fide of 


a) 
Wy. | 
| 
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comedy? The firft and moft natural which occurs is, that it is 


eafier to raife our attention by good fenfe, than to excite our laughter 
by wit. The plot of tragedy is already wrought to our hands by 
the hiftorian; the plot of comedy is derived from the fancy of the 
poet. ‘The former is converfant in the grave paflions of publick life, 
fuch as avarice, ambition, and fometimes an heroick love. .Thefe 
are eafily painted, becaufe great characters are expofed to the ob- 
fervation of all men. The latter chiefly interferes with the workings 


of the mind in private life, and the little family-intrigues and in- 
confiftencies which occupy fo confiderable’ a fhare of mankind. 
Thefe are painted with difficulty, becaufe to gain a thorough know- 


ledge of them requires a very intimate and extenfive acquaintance 
with the world, Our behaviour in publick muft depend on fome 
virtues 
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virtues and vices, which, though differently blended in different LETTER 
conftitutions, are always the fame, and have determined ideas an- cies: 


=” 


nexed to them. Our behaviour in private will depend on the fickle- 


nefs of our temper, our levities and humours, which can never be 
Cae and are not only various in various perfons, but are hourly 
jarring and unfettled in the fame perfon. Thefe levities are the chief 


ingredients in the compofition of comedy, as well as they are in that 
of mankind; and fo flutter between vice and virtue, that they are 
hard to be caught and defcribed. Tragedy is now carried to a de- 
eree of perfection which leaves me no expectation from pofterity : 
but comedy, as by far the moft difficult, will admit of much alter- 
ation and improvement. In fhort then, to hit off the paflions of 
comedy with nature and propriety, to bring them home to every 
man’s own bufinefs and bofom, is a tafk referved for fome genius in 
a future age; fince, I aflure thee, no one of the prefent is equal 


to it. 
From Athens. 


fe cata ain ent 


Cc: 


Nath Sa er a a it Ret 


Gorerete eck + XGN,; 


Gopryas to CLEANDER. JLrom Ecbatana. 


a Wee: account which thy laft letters brought of the furrender of 
Mitylene, and the punifhment inflided on its inhabitants, af- 
forded us a ftrong picture of the temper and pohticks of the Athe- 
nians. And by enlivening thy narrative of facts with reflections on 
the motives of their conduét, and intermixing particulars of their 
debates and forms of proceeding, thou continueft to recommend thy 
diligence and addrefs to the fupreme council. I believe I have al- 


ready informed thee, that thy difpatches are conftantly regiftered. in 
the 
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LETTER the archives of the empire; and if they are preferved with that care, 
XCV. 
ue of which the regular feries of our records from the reign of Cyrus 


oe 


is a proof, they will tranfmit to lateft ages the memory of a very 
able and faithful minifter. The king, during the courfe of his glo- 
rious reign, has fhewn his grateful fenfe of his fervants merits, by 


rewarding them with thofe treafures, which under former ones have 
been lavifhed away on the flattering, the fervile, and the corrupted 
dependants on courts; and thy next remittances from TERIBAZUS 
will thew thee, that thy allowance is confiderably augmented. The 
courier whom NicANDER fent to Sparta for further inftrudtions, is 
at laft returned; the anfwer he has brought to our propofals, is . 
drawn up with the true Laconick ftatelinefs and brevity. 


rear ctemeaenem nena ameaeaae — 


The King, Senate, and Ephori of Sparta to ARTAXERXES, King 
of Perfia, health. 


WE feek thy alliance not unwillingly ; but can do nothing to ob- 
tain it, which will difhonour our country in the eyes of Greece. 


Farewel. 


I treated the agent NICANDER with great referve on this occafion, 
and only exprefled my furprize, that his republick could think it 
equitable, that the whole hazard and expence of affifting them fhould — 
lie on our fide, whilft they were tied down to no particular ftipula- 
tions in favour of Perfia. In the courfe of the conference I found 
he endeavoured to difcover, if we were inclined to affift his ftate 
with a fum of money, on condition it fhould be repaid with intereft 
in four years. But I told him plainly, (as I was ordered,) that I 
looked upon our negociation as entirely at an end; and that it was 
indifferent to the king, whether he continued here or departed. I 
have not feen NicANDER fince this converfation, but I do not: hear 

he 
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he defigns yet to leave us. I agree entirely, CLEANDER, with thy plage R 
opinion, that it is ill fuccefs alone which muft lengthen the mono- Woxy—w 
fyllables of Lacedemon. | From the intelligence which thou fenteft 
me concerning Pytuon, I took hold of an opportunity he gave me 
of entering into fome difcourfe with him.’ He made an application 
to me in behalf of a correfpondent of his, an Athenian merchant 
refiding at Sidon, who had been imprifoned by the governor, for 
refufing to fubmit to an extraordinary tax, which had been laid on 
all foreign commodities. 1 affured him, it had been levied without 
the leaft authority from hence; and that the king would difclaim the 
proceeding of his governor, by fending him immediate orders, not 


only to releafe the merchant, and repair the damages he had fuf- 
tained, but to repeal the impofition. I hinted, however, to Py- 


THON, that it was inconvenient for the Athenians not to have an 


embaflador here to complain of fuch violences, whenever they hap- 
pened, and to take care of the interefts of the republick at this critical 
juncture, when they could not be ignorant, that the Lacedemonians 
fhewed a difpofition to cultivate an alliance with us to their preju- 
dice. PyTHON appeared very attentive to my difcourfe, and told 


me, that he would not fail to inform his correfpondent of the relief 
he had obtained from the king’s juftice; and that he did not doubt 
it would give great fatisfation at Athens. 


When thy laft letters were read before the council of Seven, they 
renewed a divifion, which has for fome. time prevailed amongft 


them, and fpread generally through the empire, viz. whether Perfia 
fhould immediately take part in the Peloponnefian war. Some are 
eager to revenge on one part of the Greeks that difgrace which they 
fuffered from the whole body of them at Salamis and Platza. Others 
think the empire not fufficiently recovered from thofe deep wounds, 


and are willing to take time for confidering which part of the Greeks 
it 


458 ATHENIAN LETTERS. 


Ee. meet) DE -OT intereft to fupport. The younger counfellors and the 
XCY. ona 
———J._ military men declare for the firft opinion; and as they have formed 


an high idea of the Spartan bravery, incline to their intereft. The 


wifeft and moft experienced fatraps, and even thofe among our of- 
ficers who have grown old in the fervice, advife us to purfue the 
latter fcheme. The worft is, that he, whom both his abilities and 
integrity render the fitteft to dire&: our councils, I mean MrGa- 


BYZuUS, declines more and more in his health; the confumptive 


ow 


ftate of body, under which he. has laboured for two years, grows 
daily upon him. No air fuits him but that of the foreft of Nifa ; 
and I believe he will'be unable to attend the court in their removal 
to Sufa. 


een SRR gr te a ere 


I know not if thou haft yet been acquainted with the remark- 
able events which have fallen out within the compafs of a few 


months in the northern provinces. Several complaints having been 
fent up againft ArrAazus, the governor of Sogdiana, he was or- 
dered to repair to court forthwith to juftify his condu&. Inftead of 
-complying, he pretended at firft, that ficknefs prevented his taking 
fo long a journey ; but that he hoped the reply he made in writing 
to the accufations of his enemies, would be a fufficient apology for 
his behaviour. His defence was found to be fo evafive and trifling, 
that a fecond order was fent him by an Aftanda, to fet out within a 
day after the receipt of it, if he would not be reckoned a criminal ; 
and at the fame time OcHUus’s lieutenant in Ba@tria, SPITAMENES, 
was commanded to draw together a body of troops towards the fron- 
tiers of Sogdiana. ARr1Azus foon difcovered his criminal. inten- 
tions; he imprifoned the Aftanda, feized the revenues of the pro- 
vince, entered into a correfpondence with OxyaTHRES, who had 
taken refuge at the Scythian court, and broke out into an open revolt. 
By the perfuafions of the latter, Taxinas, the Scythian king, was 

prevailed 
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prevailed upon to fend to the affiftance of ARIAZUS a body of thirty © ae 
thoufand men, who croffed the Tanais, and joined him at Gaza. The Uo~——J 
laws of nations were violated, and our ambaflador ARSANES put un- 
der arreft, for remonftrating ftrongly againft this open infraGtion of 
treaties. SpPITAMENES, without ftaying for the reinforcements, 
which the governors of Parthia and Hyrcania were preparing to fend 
him, ventured a battle near Cyropolis. He put himfelf at the head 
of his troops, and pufhed the van of the rebels very vigoroufly ; but 
receiving a mortal wound from a Scythian bow in the beginning of 
the engagement, his troops were defeated, and obliged to repafs the 
Oxus. Affairs on this fide put on for fome time a bad afpe& ; but 
the over-ruling OROMASDEs would not fuffer the reign of our Great 
Monarch to be long fullied with the profperity of a rebel. For the 
Scythian king being killed by a fall from his horfe, as he was hunt- 
ing, his fon CLEOPHAS, who fucceeded him, not only releafed our 
ambaflador, and recalled his forces, but affured us, in the ftrongeft 
terms, of his refolution to adhere ftri€tly to his alliances with Perfia, 
and that in purfuance of them he had ordered OxyATHRES to de- 
part his country. ‘To deal freely with thee, this fudden turn pro- 
ceeds not fo much from the natural difpofition of the young prince, 
as the influence of his favourite AGASPES, who has felt the effect of 
our mafter’s liberality. ARr1AzuUs’s army, difcouraged by the re- 
treat of the Scythian forces, mutinied againft him; and Bessus, 
one of his officers, had the boldnefs to affaffinate him, as he was 
fleeping in his tent, and fent up his head to court. 


I have now performed the duty of a minifter, in laying before 
thee the prefent ftate of our affairs; but I fhould ill difcharge the 
offices of a friend, if I did not affure thee of the continuance of my 
regard for thee by a {mall prefent of oriental curiofities, which the 
next fhip will bring thee from Ephefus. | 

VOL. I. 3G Thou 
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LETTER ‘Thou mayft likewife be fatisfied, that whenever thou art tired of 

XCV. 
anand thy hazardous employment, I will exert my utmoft endeavours to 
procure thee a fecure and honourable eftablifhment in Perfia. Adieu, 


ie 


a 


LB oP ReRoR kvl 


CLEANDER ¢o ORSAMES. J rom Athens. 


ow agreeably do your letters, moft noble Ors ames, lead my 
imagination through all the mazes of Agyptian learning! 
How awful is the form of {cience, concealed beneath the veil of {a- 
cred rites! But how rational is the delight fhe gives us, when di- 
velted of her hieroglyphick drefs, and. ftripped. of that difguife 
which gains her the veneration of the ignorant and admiring multi- . 
tude! Upon this principle, the Eleufinian mytfteries are calculated 
to infpire a reverential curiofity, which makes the mind more deeply 
attentive to thofe truths, the knowledge of which it has with much 
difficulty attained. But why do I talk of truths, when all: I-can 
tell you is of outward fhews? For I have not been admitted myfelf 
to a participation of thefe ceremonies; and yet methinks, if I am 
not widely miftaken in my guefs, whoever is an hearer of the divine 
SOCRATES, cannot be entirely ignorant of the doétrines taught in 
them, though he himfelf has hitherto refufed. the initiation, even, to 
his difcredit; perhaps to avoid a more dangerous fufpicion of dif 
covering out of treachery what he has already learned by. the in- 
{piration of an excellent nature. But of this hereafter. I imagine 
you will not be difpleafed with a. particular account of the external 
ceremonies, of which I have lately been a {peCtator. They begin 
on the fifteenth of the month Bondposdy, by a general aflembly of the 
candidates 
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candidates for initiation; who on the fecond purify themfelves in a eee 
the fea, and are employed on the third in offering facrifices of little H+y— 
pomp, and therefore not worth defcribing. The fourth day is dif- 
tinguifhed by a folemn proceffion, in which the holy bafket of 
CERES is carried in a confecrated car, drawn by four milk-white 
oxen, whofe necks and horns ate wreathed with garlands of corn 
and poppies. They pafs along amidft the acclamations of the mul- 
titude, who refound the praifes of CERES; and are followed by a 
train of beautiful young women, reprefenting the companions of 
PROSERPINE. Théir garments are gaily embroidered with all forts 
of wild flowers; and on their heads they bear the myftick bafkets, 
which are concealed from every eye beneath long veils of purple. 
** Yet however your curiofity may be excited by this concealment, 
“* faid the young ALcIBIADEs to me, believe me, who am an initi- 
“ate, the veils cover nothing half fo much worth feeing, as thofe 
“ faces to which they give a becoming fhade.” On the fifth even- 
ing is commemorated the fearch of PROSERPINE, when CERES, 
. {natching with a torch the flames of fEtna, ran with uncertain {teps 
to feck her daughter. The air is illuminated with the blaze of ten 
thoufand torches, and great is the conteft, who fhall confecrate the 
largeft to the fervice of the goddefs. The moft remarkable of all the 
ceremonies was that of the fixth day, when the ftatue of Iaccuus, the 
fon of JuPITER and CrrEs, is carried in proceffion from Athens to 
Eleufis. It {ets out from the Ceramicus, and is accompanied with 
mufick, fongs, and fymphonies of founding brafs, to which the 
dancers feet keep time, who, as well as the ftatue, are crowned with 
myrtle garlands. ‘Thus they ufed to pafs in feftive pomp along the 
way from thence called facred, and, after refting twice, enter Eleufis a 
by the myftick gate; but ever fince the beginning of the war they 
have been forced to conduét their proceffion by water. The fea is 
almoft covered with the multitudes of fhining veffels, which are 
362 ready 
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L SNS ready to convey the joyful crowds, who are received at Eleufis in a 
LJ. magnificent temple, capable of containing, with eafe, more than thirty 


thoufand perfons. The loud notes of the trumpets and clarions are 
reflected with a fofter echo from the waves; and with thefe the fa- 
cred bards join hymns of praife to CERES, PROSERPINE, and 
Taccuus. The dancers with a nimble bound fkip from one bark 


to another, and with a thoufand antick geftures exprefs their mimick 
raptures. I followed in the crowd of boats with SocRATEs and 
AuciBIADES. Of the three remaining days that precede the initi- 
ation, the firft is paffed in gaines, wherein the victors are rewarded 
with a meafure of barley, that grain being firft fown in Eleufis; the 
next, in admitting perfons to the initiation of the lefler myfteries ; 
and the laft is called Plemochoai, from a libation made out of two 


2 epee se ea tee eee” <n as een 


earthen veflels placed towards the eaft and weft, which, after the re- 


petition of certain words, are thrown down, and their wine fpilt 
upon the earth. And here what are properly called the myfteries 
begin: the happy initiates are conducted by the hierophant, who 
has attended them through all the ceremonies from the very firft day, 
into the temple of CEREs, and the impenetrable gates of fecrecy are 


fhut againft the profane. Fora ftranger, though but by accident, to 
be prefent at thefe fecret rites is inevitable death ; for an initiate to 
reveal them, death with infamy. Thus far, however, may be inno- 
cently known of them, that befides the hierophant, whofe bufinefs 
through life it is to prefide at them, they are attended by five publick 
officers, the chief of whom is one of the archons, bears the title of 
king, and the day following the myfteries, has the care of aflembling 
the fenate, to take notice of any irregularities that have been com- 
mitted there. The other four are chofen by the people, and called 
curators. The hierophant, or myftagogue, has alfo three affift- 
ants of an higher, and ten of a lower rank, who are chiefly em- 
ployed about the facrifices. Beyond this we know little but from 

conjecture ; 
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conjedture ; but thus much all the conjeftures that I have ever 5 ate 
heard, agree in, that the fecret of thefe myfteries cannot confift in Ke-y—_J 
fhews alone, in vifions, in frightful noifes, and appearances, cal- 
culated to aftonifh women and children indeed, but little capable of 
anfwering the raifed expe¢tations of the brave and wife, who all are 
ambitious of being admitted to them. Even in the lefler myfteries 
many dodtrines are inculcated of the higheft importance, and con- 
ducive to virtue; yet thefe are but a preparation for the greater, and 
to them no one is admitted, whofe character is blemifhed with any 
crime. On this initiation are fuppofed to depend the favour of the 


gods and the happinefs of a future ftate. Shall we fuppofe then, 
that this degree of happinefs and merit is attained by merely behold- 
ing a number of ftrange ceremonies, by attending to the founds of 
folemn mufick, by being in a blaze of light, and on a fudden in total 
darknefs, by anfwering a few queftions of courfe, afked by the hie- 


rophant, about their previous preparations? Or is it by liftening to 
a facred doétrine, that fhall unfold the fublimeft truths of religion, 
by clearing from their minds the mifts of vulgar prejudice, and 
forming in them juft notions of the Deity, the one fupreme director 
of the world, fuch as he is adored in Perfia, fuch as he is taught in 
the more publick Cretan myfteries, whence that people pretend thefe 
and all others to be derived. Such dodtrines as thefe are thought 
to require the clofeft fecrecy, as being too oppofite to a ufeful popular 
belief. Such doétrines as thefe deferve indeed the pomp with which 
thefe myfteries are introduced, as thofe of all others the moft vene- 
rable, as thofe of all others the moft important, as thofe which a alone 
can open the mind to true knowledge, and give a juft and ‘conftant 
principle of action. Whether this be the myftery revealed to the 
initiates or not, let us rejoice, who are in poffeffion of fuch valuable 
knowledge; and if we conduét our lives in a manner fuitable to it, 


we need not be perplexed by thofe fears, with which many are ter- 
rified 
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eat aes = rified into the initiation, that merely wanting the name of initjates 

t————J_ {hall condemn us to eternal wretchednefs; or indéed that thofe who 
have only the name of it fhall claim any fuperiority over us in thé 
juft determinations of a future ftate. Farewel. 


D, 
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SMERDIS fo CLEANDER. 


ROMASDEs has eftablifhed the throne of Perfia to maintain our 

religion above the contempt and infolence of idolaters, who do 

not like the complexion of our barbarous and inhofpitable faith, 

which, fay they, excludes the gods themfelves from our cities, and 
denies them an habitation amongtt us. 


1 nearer ence 


Should Perfia yield to a foreign mafter, the peculiarity of our re- 
ligion would add weight to our chains; as the wretched Jews meet 
with little compaflion, and are thought not fufficiently humbled, 
while they refufe to comply with the worfhip of their conquerors. 
This people are well known in the Faft, for their fufferings and in- 
flexible adherence to their religion ; for what kingdom has not nu- 
merous families of them, the marks of their ancient bondage ? 
Though they are fo induftrious to reinftate their nation, like a trunk 
torn up by the violence of a hurricane, in its parent foil, it thrives 
but a while, and extends its branches only to be lopped and feattered 

_ by the fword of a new mafter. The holieft of the Magi does not 
more reverently admit the divine prefence amongft them, than this 
people, which they do not prefume to circumfcribe by the works of 
their own hands, nor venture to reprefent any otherwife than by a 
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dazzling glory, an inacceffible brightnefs, which they aflert fome aa 
time to have been given as a fenfible mark of the Deity’s prefence ; Weems 
but that the moft intimate knowledge of God is the divine irradia- 
tion upon the minds of prophets and holy men. They are per- 
fuaded of the exiftence of fome evil genii, which are at leaft coéval 
with the world, and the dangerous enemies of mankind. They 
think it no ftain to marry amongft their own kindred; and they. 
honour a prophet as the meffenger of Heaven. The fimilitude 
which all this bears to the wifdom of the Magi, is the reafon the 
Jews find their condition very tolerable under a Perfian yoke. 
Cyrus himfelf, when he reduced the pride of Babylon, treated 
them favourably, becaufe he found them retaining fuch venerable 
doctrines. XERXEs burnt the temples of Greece, but permitted 
them to rebuild their places of worfhip. Certainly, CLEANDER, 
pure religion was once univerfal; and mankind received truth from 


Tie Rca te 


the fame fource whence they derived their being. For this ancient 
people maintain many uncorrupted traditions, which no. change of 
fortune has.ever been able to extort from them. Zapoc is one of 


Pasian Pah ase SP 


thefe, a perfon of no mean credit at the court. Upon afking him, 


on what grounds his countrymen juftified their tenacious regard for 


their religious rites; becaufe, faid he, they were divinely communi- 


cated; and (what is much more difficult to fupport without evi- 
dence) Heaven has not altogether broke off the intercourfe with us, 


but at certain periods honours fome holy man with the knowledge of 
its will, who firft gains our credit by fome notable inftance of power, 
and then confirms us in our religion, Our princes hear his rebukes 


with decency, and fubmit to his commands with meeknefs. They 


en a i al om thle ge Ak ech a i a 


do not profefs to make war nor conclude peace by their own ftrength 


or counfel, nor dare they aflume. the honours of fuccels; they are 


but, fecond|in the ftate, for God is the fovereign. So long as we 
acknowledge this, we have a conftant and happy teftimony of the 
truth: 
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LETTER truth of it; our feafons are ever temperate, our flocks multiply, our 
L——— vintage never fails, fuccefs attends our arms, and our princes rule 
with wifdom.—Zapoc, faid I, you forget yourfelf, and your fancy 


carries you back to thofe early times, when man’s innocence fitted 
him for the converfe of heavenly genii, who were the vicegerents of 
God, and openly interpofed in the adminiftration of human affairs. 


But there are now no footfteps in the world of that happy ftate, and 
the miferable viciffitudes of your nation leave the leaft room for ex- 
pecting to find any there.—I do not, replied he, pretend to ex- 
empt our nation from the ills of fe; no, we are liable to the 
greateft ; for obferve the equality of ‘Providence, which proportions 
our duty to our advantages. We are enjoined an hard tafk for our 
high privileges, no lefs than humility in the enjoyment of them; a 
conftant acknowledgment of a precarious dependance, when we 
feem to be above the ftroke of adverfity. As God is the difpofer of 
our affairs, he will not permit the aid and devices of men to fhare 
in the honour. We are forbid therefore to think ourfelves at all ac- 
ceflary to our happinefs, either by induftry in peaee, or conduct and 
prowefs in the field. To reckon up the national forces, and keep 
exact lifts of the foldiery, is laudable ceconomy in other ftates: in 
us it were a criminal oftentation, and reliance on human aid, (which 
we profefs not to confide in,) and has fometimes been followed bya 
national calamity. Much lefs fhould we be tolerated in a defe@tion 
from the divine worfhip, or the vile indignity of fetting up an idol 
in our hearts, as his competitor, who has no equal, and will bear no 
comparifon ; who calls himfelf jealous of a rival, a term not more 
affectionate than terrible to his worfhippers. 
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Now, continued he, you fee the tenure of our happinefs, and 
will ceafe to wonder at our frequent fall from. it, fince it depends on 
the fteadinefs of the human-mind, and our perfeverance in a national 


fidelity. 
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fidelity. Alas! peace and affluence eafily corrupt the heart, and in- osdligy 
troduce an infenfibility of dependance. We, like other nations, ——+— 
foon boaft of our atchievements, ftrengthen ourfelves with allies, 
court foreign marriages, (which are forbidden by the law,) and in 
complacence to our new alliances, agree with thofe nations in their 
forms of worfhip. Thefe are the gates that let in plague, famine, 
and flavery upon us, and render us the {corn of nations, who up- 
braid us with not having a knowledge of the true God, or (what is 
indeed the cafe) not having virtue enough to deferve his protection. 
ZAapoc, faid I, you furprize me much, in accufing your nation of 
levity in religious duties, fince you are known to offend in the other 
extreme; and will not, even in captivity, be prevailed upon to ne- 
glect thofe ceremonies which render you obnoxious.—You {fay true, 
replied he, for captivity renders the mind fober and confiderate, and 
the moft cruel tyrant is often unable to extort an unworthy con- 
feffion from us. But furely you are not at a lofs to find the difficulty 
there is in making fo nice a duty as is required of us, compatible 
with the wantonnefs of profperity—The ways of Providence, faid 
I, are not to be pronounced upon with peremptorinefs. I will not 
pretend to fay, that its dealings are the fame with all nations; but 
is it poffible, that truths of importance fhould be confined in the 
cuftody of an obfcure people within the bounds of Paleftine ?—We 
are not, returned he, an obfcure people; our very misfortunes have 
prevented that; or if we were, perhaps obfcurity and privacy may 
be lefs corrupt guardians to treafures of this kind, than the refined 
polities of large empires. Defpife not our weaknefs, SMERDIs; 
like private men, ftates have their viciflitudes ; we are ftill a difting, 
people, and are continued (fo we prefume) for greater ends than the 
prefent meannefs of our condition promifes. Great princes have fat 
on the throne of Paleftine, and a greater ftill may arife, who, like 
your Cyrus, hall vanquith the nations of the earth with irrefiftible 
VOL, I. 308 controul, 


a $005. n>" ng, B90, "9, GS)", D °0,B %09 LD “00. “P00.D ro 909 P09 


418 ATHENIAN LETTERS. 


LETTER controul, and retrieve the honours of an ancient people, who can 

anal not only fairly trace their anceftry up to thofe holy patriarchs whom 
Heaven deigned to fpare at the general flood, but pafs that common 
boundary to the annals of other nations, and deduce our origin from 
the common father of the human race. 


oo 


Our difcourfe was much longer; and ZADOc’s honeft zeal for his 
religion and nation accompanied him through the whole, conducted, 
not without fome appearance of reafon, but not fo much, but that 
I faid to myfelf at parting, Good Heaven! what a bleffing is hope, 
which is fo hard to be extinguifhed in the human breaft! It is a 
{park that lives where there appears no fuel for its fupport. This 
people in flavery keep profperity in view, and (by what I can dif 
cern) indulge their imagination with viCtories to come, and an ex- 
tended empire in diftant ages. 


ee 


From Balch. H. 
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CLEANDER fo Gosryas. From Athens. 


opr fuperiority of the Athenian naval force, if rightly managed, 

muft turn the balance of war in their favour, as (not to put thee 
in mind of other inftances) fufficiently appears from the iffue of the 
Corcyrean troubles. The contefts between the Ariftocratical and 
Democratical faGtions there rofe to fuch a height, that much blood 
was {pilt during the violence of the tumults, in which the people 
had, for the’ moft part, the advantage. The party of Oligar- 
chifts, being apprehenfive that their enemies would take poffeffion 
of fome pofts very incommodious for them, in a fit of rage and de- 
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{pair fet fire to the buildings round the forum and harbour. Great ae eee - 
quantities of merchandize and other rich effets were confumed in Weeend 
the flames, which fpread fo wide, that if the wind had not been con- 
trary, the whole city muft have been burnt to the ground. The 
day after this diforder, NrcostRatus arrived with the Athenian 
{quadron from Naupadtus, and foon compofed matters to the ad- 
vantage of his party. The others were difarmed, obliged to deliver 
up hoftages, and four hundred of the chief amongft them confined 
in the temple of Juno. Within four or five days after, the Pelo- 
ponnefian fleet, confifting of fifty fail, commanded by Atcrpas and 
BRASIDAS, came in fight of the ifland. The united fquadrons of 
the Corcyreans and Athenians went out to meet them, and began an 
engagement, which lafted till night. The former, who had a divi- 
fion amongft their feamen, and brought up but few gallies to fight 
at a time, were put in great diforder; but the latter behaved with 
fuch gallantry, that though they had only twelve fhips, they funk 
one of the enemy’s, and fecured the retreat of the Corcyreans. The 
confufion was fo great within the city, that had the Peloponnefians 
followed the advice of BRAsipDAs, and attacked it directly, they 
would, in all probability, have been mafters of it before morning ; 
but they contented themfelves with landing troops, and ravaging the 
country. This gave the Corcyreans time to recover from their fur- 
prize, and take the proper precautions with regard to the Ariftocra- 
tical party, who meditated a fecond rifing. The arrival of an 
Athenian fieet of fixty fail obliged AtcipAs to re-embark, and re- 
tire into port with no {mall precipitation, leaving the fea open to the 
enemy. The Corcyreans, elated with thefe powerful fuccours, were 
determined to take a complete revenge upon the adverfe party, and 
proceeded againft them with the moft bloody and mercilefs feverities, 
infomuch that in the fpace of feven days they extirpated almoft all 
the Ariftocratical faction. Fifty of the richeft citizens were put to 
: Bure death, 
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cab Felt al death, according to the forms of law. The others were privately 


ted aflaffinated by their creditors, or murdered at the altars, whither they 
fled for refuge. A large number of thefe unfortunate men, it is 
faid, were {hut up and ftarved in the temple of Baccuvs. — This 
is the conclufion, noble feribe, of the Corcyrean fedition, which, 
for the time it lafted, was as violent as any recorded in hiftory. It 
is obferved to have been the firft, which has broken out in this war, 
founded on the different principles of the Athenian and Lacede- 
monian governments; but from the animofities which the cruelty 
wherewith it has been carried on muft occafion through all the Gre- 
cian ftates, it is conjetured that it will not be the laft. ‘The 
Athenians triumph greatly in their good fortune, and fay, the Pe- 
loponnefians have behaved in this affair with that irrefolution and 
inexperience which accompany all their naval operations. They 
imagine, that the fuccefs with which in the fame year they have 
quelled the revolt of two confiderable iflands, fecures to them the 
fidelity of their allies, whom fuch ftriking inftances muft convince, 


ee 


that the Lacedemonian power cannot yet protect them from the 
weight of Athenian refentment. The grave and pious, with whom ‘ 
I converfe, find their joy greatly abated on this occafion, by 
the fatal confequences which they apprehend from thefe unhappy 
divifions, as a general difregard to publick faith, and a total fubver- 


fion of humanity and religion in the intercourfe between the Gre- 
cian ftates. 


The Athenians have this day decreed an affiftance of twenty gallies 
to the Leontines, a people of Sicily, of Jonian extraét, who are at 
war with the Syracufians. The chief of the Leontine embafly is 
GorcGrAs, a celebrated. orator, whofe eloquence has had great 
weight in the affemblies. It is of a new and peculiar kind, abound- 
ing in frequent flourifhes of fancy, and metaphorical allufions. He 

has 
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has many admirers here. For my own part, I think the ftyle of his a 
orations is rather {tiff and affected, than perfuafive and elegant, and ~¥——w 
owes its chief graces to novelty. Gorcias, befidés acquiring the 
reputation of an able negotiator, has confiderably improved his for- 
tunes by his Athenian embafly. The whole city refort to hear his 
rhetorical letures, and he receives as a gratuity from every difciple 
who attends them, no lefs than an hundred mine. Though the 
Athenians in the decree pretend, that their ancient alliance and re- 
lation to the Leontines are the reafons which induce them to fend 
thefe fuccours, thou mayeft eafily imagine they are not the principal 
ones. The real intentions of this ftate are to prevent the fupplies 
of corn, which their enemies receive from Sicily, and by degrees to 
get footing there. I know very well, that the fertility and riches 
of the ifland, its command of the feas, and the fhort paflage from 
thence to Italy, have long rendered it the obje& of ambition to the 
moft enterprizing politicians. During the adminiftration of PrERt- 


Op 


9000050, S 9905, S06 S005, S 


SN Sn area 


CLES, there were fchemes formed to feize upon fome part of Sicily ; 
but that great minifter always difcouraged them, and told thofe who 
advifed it, that the republick was not powerful enough to undertake 
an expedition, which, befides its own difficulties, would infallibly 
draw upon them the arms of all Greece. 


ha an Neti 


The prefent rulers, bolder but lefs prudent than PeRIcLEs, have 
not (as far as I can learn) laid thefe views afide, and therefore 


beara cerita 


gladly embrace the opportunity, with which the Leontines furnifh 
them, to introduce Athenian forces into Sicily. 


Thy converfation with PyrHon, noble fcribe, was extremely 
well timed; and the relief, which the juftice of our monarch afford- 


ed to the merchants at Sidon, has given very favourable impreifions 


of the Perfian court. They talk of fending thither an embafly of 
fome 
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pcvi fome of their principal citizens. In the mean time a commiflion has 


‘=v been difpatched to PyTHON, to manage their affairs with the Great 
King, as an agent from Athens. Adieu. 


; 
' 
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OTANES, chief archited and fuperintendant of the royal palaces, 
to CLEANDER. 


I HAVE feen thy curiofities in the palace of Mz GABYZUS, which he 
has fo ranged in his fplendid apartments, as to fhew at once his 
tafte and value for them. I am perfuaded, that an affectation of 
this fort of fcience, as it is fo general in Athens, inftead of adding 
Ornaments to fociety, muft fill it with ridiculous charaéters. For if 
I underftand thy ingenious comment upon thofe pieces of art, to 
judge of fculpture and painting, and to be pleafed with them on 
~ good grounds, a man fhould be acquainted with nature and the paf- 
fions; fhould know how a bafe, an honeft, or a great mind would 
actuate the body in different circumftances ; in fhort, fhould be both 
an abftra& moralift, and a practical obferver of human life. I do 
not wonder that thou, CLEANDER, fhouldft add this to the number of 
thy accomplithments; but I think few have the previous qualifica- 
tions for it. 


In return for my entertainment, I will acquaint thee with fome 
natural curiofities, which have lately engaged. the attention of the 
Magi. One of them, Patizitues by name, has been at great 
pains in the colleGtion, and has formed an extraordinary hypothefis 
thereon, He thinks, he is hereby enabled to prove not only the ancient 

deluge, 
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deluge, but other revolutions in the earth of a more permanent effet, LETTER 
This collection is lodged in a neat room, at one end of the fchools eee. ) 
of juftice, where the fons of the Magi hold their daily difputes. 
Upon my entrance, PATIZITHES opened the drawers of his cabinets, 
and expofed to view a great number of fea-fhells of fuch variety, as 
are {carcely to be feen on the ftrand, when a furious tide has driven 
them from the bed of the ocean. My attention was raifed by the 
fight, when PaTIzITHEs begun, faying, All nations have fome tra- 
dition of a terrible flood, which deformed the face of the earth, and 
brought fuch defolation upon our race, as to leave but a fingle family 
to re-people it. This was the great triumph of ARIMANIUS; he 
thought, when he was permitted to confound the elements, to mix 
air, earth, and water, and extinguifh every {park of terreft rial fire ; 
that he had renewed chaos and his ancient dominion over nature. 
But he foon faw order reftored; and now no footfteps remain of that 
hideous devaftation, but fuch as you fee before you, a fufficient mo- 
nument indeed of its truth to all future ages. Thefe fhells were 
gathered from different countries far from the fea; fome of them 
formed parts of a rock; others were inclofed in a lefs denfe co- 
herent matter; fome were near the fummit of mountains ; others 
many fathoms below the furface of the vales. The flat country of 
Babylonia and Egypt, the rocks of Arabia and Perfia, and that chain 
of hills which runs from the Tanais toward the Cafpian fea, con- 
tributed to enrich thefe cabinets. But, faid I, there is room to 
doubt of their antiquity ; for how could things of fo perifhable a 
nature be preferved through fo many ages? Becaufe, faid PaTI- 
ZITHES, they have been inclofed in the bowels of the earth, and 
were better guarded againft the effets of time, than the bodies of 
the ancient Egyptians in a cafe of afphaltus. Here, fays he, obferve 
that fhell, which fo nearly refembles a cone; it was lately found on 


breaking a piece of marble, which made part of a great pyramid in the 
lake 
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ete re lake Morris. Which therefore do you judge to be of greater an- 
L—,—) tiquity, that ancient pyramid, or the fhell you have in your hands? 
Doubtlefs, faid I, you'll fay the fhell, becaufe the materials muft be 
older than the building. But, continued I, do you then fuppofe 


this fhell to be coéval with the rocks? Not only fo, fays he, but 
prior to them, as I will fatisfy you immediately. Upon which he 
broke the fhell, and continued his le€ture in the following manner : 
The contents, faid he, you fee are a piece of Aigyptian marble: 


— 


ae 
J 


now if you pleafe-to compare the marble with the fhell, its 
cafe, you find they exaétly tally. No fculptor on earth could fo 
nicely have fitted the protuberances of one to the cavities of the 
other. There is an exaét fimilitude in the lines of each, though 
almoft numberlefs, and fome of them fcarcely difcernible to the 


eye. This ftone, therefore, which is now fo firm and folid, was 


once not fo, but in a fluid ftate, and received its impreffion from 
the fhell. I am fatisfied, faid I, this cannot be the effect of art: 
but the notion of fluidity and the parts of a rock feem to be at a 
great diftance ; and I would rather continue in fufpenfe, than fit down 
with fuch an hypothefis. There is greater difficulty in fuppofing 
this than the thing you would prove by it. I can more eafily believe 
there has been a deluge, than that it fhould be able to foften rocks, 
and bring them to a ftate of diffolution, which is what you feem to 
aim at. Have patience, fays he, and I will be more explicit on the 
fubje&t. You know, that fome of the ancient pillars and obelifks at 
Thebes, Memphis, and Babylon, are thought by the judicious to be 
nothing more than a cement or compofition, becaufe no quarry can 
be found that bears any refemblance to them; and our modern 
builders have variety of fuch cements, as from a fluid ftate come to 


a firm confiftency, when the fuperfluous moifture is carried off by 
the warm air and fun. Now why fhould we deny the fame pri- 
vilege to nature? When the mighty flood fwept over the face of the 

earth, 
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earth, and ploughed up the loofe foil, the mouldering clays, and DEY TER 


chalks, and infinite variety of materials, the ancient rocks were ———— 


wafhed at their very roots, their foundations were opened, and (as 
a rocky promontory undermined by the fea breaks off from the 
continent, and is funk for ever in the abyfs) having no ftedfaftneds, 
they reeled from their places, and their weight bore them towards 


the centre, where they lie for ever beyond the reach of adventrous 
mortals. ‘The blended materials, thrown up in promifcuous heaps by 
the waves, covered them ; and as the waters fubfided, cemented to- 


gether more clofely ; and as the parts were nearer akin, they cohered 
and formed bodies of different firmnefs and folidity. 1 do not there- 
fore require of you to believe, that the ancient rocks and compact 
bodies were diffolved, but that many new ones were formed by the 


hits Rt 


deluge, which had inclofed the fpoils of the fea within them. If 


you can admit this account, you will eafily find a folution for every 
thing that lies before you ; if not, they are attended with infuperable 
difficulties. What other rational account will you give of that fhell 


a Nee ae OE 


of a nautilus, which was found buried in a ftratum of a piceous 
fubftance below the bed of the river Arbis, when ARTAXERXES 
commanded a bridge to be built over it? Or thofe teeth and part of 
the jaw-bone of a monftrous fhark, which were dug from the fame 
quarry that fupplied the eunuch BAGoRAZEs in building his mag- 
nificent palace? This large drawer is filled with curiofities from a 
bed of chalk fifty cubits below the furface of the earth. Thefe 
{mall chalky maffes are full of the little bones and teeth of fithes, 
and many fhells of the moft delicate texture, and great variety of 
fhape and colour ; for neither the form nor colour is injured by the 
foftnefs of the ftratum they fortunately fell into. I was much pleafed 
with the fight of thefe, and began to handle them too roughly, as I 
perceived by my friend’s countenance, who turned as pale as if [ 
had defiled the elements.. Upon which I reftrained my curiofity 
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a FCIx * Within the bounds agreeable to him. He next bid me obferve fome 
A ° 
WU ftones which retained impreffions from fithes, which, fays he, have 


long fince been wafted away, becaufe of their tender fubftance; but 


the impreffions remain not only of the head, fins, and tail, but 


the very feales; and in fome you may perceive a glofly gold colour 


received from the body of the fith. Here is one fo entire, you may 


diftinguifh it to be a river perch. 


Pray, faid I, in this general confufion, which you fuppofe, might 
one not expect to find fome products of the land as well as the fea 
preferved in the ftrata of the earth? Yes, replied he, there are 
fome horns of deer that were found in a morafs at a very confider- 
able depth. Here is a beak of the Agyptian Ibis, and fome teeth 
of monkeys, now no where but in Aithiopia, which were found in 
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the heart of a mountain near the Araxes; and all thofe nuts and 
almonds which you fee, were dug from under the roots of ancient 
cedars in Mount Libanus, when the Tyrians expected to find rich 
mines in its bowels. ‘Thofe fhattered and decayed bones were ga- 
thered from different depths of the earth, where it had never before 


been opened. Here, fays he, are fome mafles of a very compact 
marble, but only ufed in covering houfes, becaufe upon a ftroke it 
is apt to fhiver into thin plates; for many vegetables were buried in 
the ftratum, and prevented its cementing fo clofely in thofe parts. 
Upon which he {plit it very dextroufly; and now, fays he, you 
may fee the broad leaves of the Aigyptian papyrus, lying flat and 
parallel one to another, as you may have obferved them after the 
Nile is abated, and has left thofe plants clogged with mud, and all 


inclining the fame way with the direction of the ftream. I could 
fhew you many maffes that are filled with fern, the common pro- 
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duce of dry and barren grounds; fome with myrtle, box, and many 
other vegetables. But pray take notice of two pieces of iron ftone, 
each 
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each about a foot {quare, and of a flat furface: a fort of net-work pent 
is deeply impreffed on the whole furface of ene, on the other the oH—~.—J 
fame work is in a fort of relief ; they differ no otherwife than the 
feal and the wax, for they once adhered together in the fame mafs. 
I took up a ftone, which feemed unworthy a place in his cabinets, 
and obferved to him, that it was ufed in the moft ordinary buildings, 
You are right, replied he, there is no commoner material; and the 
more I wonder it has not been taken notice of, for it is made up 
almoft entirely of fmall thells. Place it in a convenient light, and 
you will fee them of a thoufand different fhapes. The buildings of 
Sufa, and, I doubt not, all the cities of the world, are full of the 
exuviz of fifhes. This is no extravagant thing to fay, if we confider 
the vaft fhoals that muft have been poured out of the bofom of the 
deep, which not only contains the fhells of the prefent race, but 
probably thofe of feveral preceding ages, fince they feem not to be 
of a very perithable nature. I will adda piece of advice to thee, 
OTANEs, who art employed by ARTAXERXES in raifing monu- 
ments to his honour, that, when thou buildeft for pofterity, thou 
chufe the moft fimple materials ; for.the veins and colouring of mar- 
bles are chiefly owing to vegetables and the exuviz of animals inter- 
{perfed in the original ftrata, or fome mixture of heterogeneous 
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bodies, which feldom cement well together, and therefore yield 
fooner to the attacks of time. I thanked Patrizrruts for his advice, 
and the new fcene he had opened tome. I told him, I was not one 
of thofe who doubted the reality of a deluge; but I did not imagine 
nature would have fupplied any arguments for it: fhe exhibits every 
where beauty and order, but is cautious of fhewing her deformities. 
Thou, my friend, haft penetrated into her arcana, and bringeft to 
light what fhe would have concealed. Thou difcovereft how fhame- 
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fully the was difturbed by the deftroyer ARIMANIUS, who diffolved 
her laws, and fet her at variance with herfelf, 
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CLEANDER fo GOBRYAS. 


— 


LETTER A s I am fenfible my publick difpatches are always read before the 
a the council of feven, and aftewards regiftered in the archives ; 
I would not in them mention an affair which gives me fome uneatfi- 
nefs, and which I intend only for thy knowledge. My brother, 
HippiAs, enclofed in his laft packet the following fentence out of a 
letter from HypasPeEs the chamberlain, to him. “ Tell CLEANDER, 


“‘ his merit has raifed him many enemies, who endeavour to fup- 


“¢ plant him in the favour of the minifters. The practices of the 


2, ~ ne ere een grape entene mame anaes —- 


“ the great are bufy againft him. I have not at prefent time to 


‘© write more.” 


My friends have fent me no advices of this nature; 
and yet the myfterious brevity of this paragraph ftrangely confounds 
me. I know not any of the courtiers to whom I ever gave the leaft 
ground of offence ; at the fame time I cannot underftand the conduc& 
of TERIBAZUS the treafurer. He has never once written to me 


fince I reiided at Athens, though he made me large promifes of 
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friendfhip before I left Fcbatana ; and for this laft year I have never 


AR AI A et EN OE ge SRI 


received a fingle mina of my appointments. If the former libera- 
lities of MeGasyzus and thyfelf had not fupported me, I fhould 
have been reduced to great diftrefs. 


Next to the protection of OROMASDES, generous GoBRYAS, I 
depend upon thine. Thou wert never yet known to difappoint the 
meaneft of thy dependants. I will therefore reft affured, that thou 
wilt not fuffer a friend to be run down by court-fa€tion, -who may 
venture to fay, that he has not been ufelefs to the country which 
employed him. Adieu. 

From Athens. Mes 
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' Eaeaen in a former letter obferved to thee, CLEANDER, that the ;pprrErR 


peculiar regard which the Agyptians fhew to the remains of their 
deceafed friends, proceeded upon a perfuafion of the foul’s fubfifting 
after its feparation from the body; an opinion which has fo generally 
obtained in all nations of the world, that one may with better reafon 
conclude it is inherent in the human foul from a confcioufnefs of its 
own immortality, than that it was difcovered firft by the Egyptians, 
and derived from them to the reft of mankind. But however that 
be, they doubtlefs were the firft who accommodated this doétrine to 
the grofs conceptions of the vulgar ; and this gave rife to the fuper- 
ftitious reprefentations in their funeral folemnities, which are per- 
formed near Memphis, in a large parcel of ground fet apart for that 
purpofe, and called the territory of the dead. It confifts of feveral 
large and pleafant meadows, éncompafied with groves of lotus and 
fweet canes, and» watered with many clear rivulets and fountains 
from the ferpentine windings of the Nile*. But the dead are not 
admitted, nor fuppofed to be admitted to this place, until they have 
pafled the folemn tribunal, to which they are conveyed in a boat 
acrofs a great lake called Acherufia. Before the coffin is put aboard, 
any perfon is at liberty by the law to accufe the dead; and if it 
can be proved that the deceafed led a wicked life, then the judges 
appointed for that purpofe give fentence, and the body is refufed an 
honourable burial. If no informer appears, or the information is 


* Diop. SicuL.: lib. i.¢c. 7. 
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LEY TER proved falfe, all the kindred of the deceafed leave off mourning, and 
Lee begin to fet forth his praifes, and recount the virtues wherein he 
excelled, invoking the infernal deities to receive him into the fociety 
of the juft. On one fide of the lake is the temple of the infernal 
HecATE, and the gates of CocyTus and LeTHe made faft with 
brazen bars ; on the other, the pleafant iflands and meadows before- 


a 


mentioned, where thofe who are abfolved at this tribunal have a 
right to be interred, if their friends defire it; but whether their bo- 
dies are depofited there or not, they reprefent the calm or happy 


a 


fate into which fuch perfons are received in the Amenthes, or invi- 
fible region of departed fouls. I have already hinted to you, that 
their doctrine of the foul’s immortality is blended with that of its 
fucceflive revolution through different bodies. The Amenthes* there- 
fore, or their name for the invifible region, fienifies a place that 


receives the fouls, and fends them back again. In that ftate, the good, 
after their removal from the body, are fuppofed to be in a quiet and 
unrufied fituation, But it is not till after they have pafled through 
their feveral fucceflive revolutions}, and have returned again into 
the human body, and not till after a fecond feparation from it, that 
they are fuppofed to pafs into an happy ftate, if they have aéted their 
part virtuoufly in this, the fecond time, as they did before. But the 
notion of the foul’s tranfmigrating through various kinds of bodies, 
I have reafon to think, was a later improvement of their philofophy; 
and I conceive the more ancient doétrine to have been rather this, 
viz. that they fhould return again to act their part in an human 
body at the great mundane revolution. When in our way to the 
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Labyrinth, we ftopped to furvey the three great pyramids that ftand LE an ER 
between Memphis and Arfinoe; it was impoffible not to reflet upon V+¥— 
what principle they could be ereéted. T hey might perhaps be con- 
trived for other purpofes of their religion befides the intombing of 
the dead ; but however that be, it is certain the founders of them 
intended their remains fhould be depofited therein. A defire indeed 
of perpetuating their names by fome lafting monuments, might be 
natural to the Algyptian kings, as well as to thofe of other nations ° 
yet it is peculiar to Aigypt to boaft of a more expenfive magnificence 
in thefe monuments than in the palaces of the living. And by de- 
figning to be buried within the pyramids, places of fuch impenetra- 
ble ftrength as were never ereéted for the defence of the living, one 
muft fuppofe they intended to fecure their remains again{t the in- 
juries of time, or hoftile fury, in thofe eternal habitations. And 
does not this peculiarity appear of a piece with that of their being 
more folicitous than any other people, to preferve their hodies from 
putrefaftion, by falting and embalming them, which is an art original 
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to Agypt. Both the one and the other peculiarity may, I believe, 
be accounted for, upon the fame principle which CHERES, an 
fEgyptian prieft, fuggefted to us in fome difcourfe we had upon 


fare Sm anita tenet 


this fubjeGt. It was the ancient opinion, that the fouls delighted to 
hover about thofe places where the bodies were depofited*, with 
good hopes of returning again into their own, if thofe bodies 
could be preferved until the great period came round. But in cafe 


they mouldered away, or were deftroyed by violence, their foul 
would be allotted to fome new body, and in that again expofed to 


sa a cece 


all the fame hazards of vice and pollution it had happily efcaped in 


* /Egyptii periti fapientiz condita diutius refervant cadavera, fcil. ut anima multo, 
tempore perduret, & corpori fit obnoxija, ne cito ad aliud tranfeat. SeRvir1 Comment. 
in v.67. Adneid, lib. iii. 
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LE aie the firft. The Agyptians, in their fymbolical way, exprefs the per- 


W———=— manent and incorruptible nature of the foul by certain immutable 


proportions of number*; from whence PyTHAGORAS, they fay, 
learnt to call it a felf-moving number, exprefling in a myftical fenfe, 
mind, or an eflence that had nothing in it of matter, which is flux 
and changeable. Some believe the pyramidal form to be expreflive 
of certain facred and myftical doctrines; but I think it more natural 
to fuppofe, that in thofe monuments which were intended to endure 
through a long courfe of ages, it was pitched upon principally as 
being a form the moft permanent and lafting. It might moreover be 
defigned in honour to the chief objets of their worthip ; for pyra- 
mids and obelifks have been very ancient reprefentations of the 
celeftial divinities, by allufion to the pyramidal or conical forms, in 
which the rays are emitted from a luminous body. The + pyramids 
I faw ftand upon the brow of a rocky hill, which rifes in a gentle 
afcent from the level plains by Memphis, but the fame rock is con- 
tinued weftward to the fteep mountains of Lybia. Each fide of 
the greateft pyramid contains about feven hundred Grecian feet in 
length ; the fides afcend by rows, rifing like ftairs from the bottom 
to the ftop. The height is computed to be nearly equal to the bafe, 
The river enters by a fecret channel into a great fubterraneous vault 
underneath this pyramid{; and in the middle of that receptacle is an 
infular fabrick, where the king’s body, who finithed the pyramid, 
was intended to be intombed. A great caufeway, paved in fome 
places with granite marble, lies from the banks of the Nile to the 
brow of the hill whereon this pyramid ftands. Southward, about a 
bow-fhot from this, we meet with another, the next in magnitude, 


* —= Tov 0 cipiluoy Eautev mivivrey tov O° cpl uay cvrl Te ve waparausave, Pru. de 
placit. lib, iv. c. 2. é 
+ Greaves’s Pyramidographia. 
$ Heron. Euterp. 
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but which falls fhort of the dimenfions.of the firft; neither are the ftones LE - ‘4 ER 
which compofe it of fo vaft a fize. The fides rife not by degrees argent) 
like that, but are a {mooth fliding plain from the bottom to the top. 


It is bounded by the north and weft with arow of cells*, the whole 
like a regular fabrick, hewn out in the hard rock. On the weft fide 
likewife of the great pyramid is a large pile of building of the Bi- 


faltes ftone +; from whence, as from the cells round the fecond, are 


fecret paflages into both, but through them only the priefts or the 


initiated ever enter. South eaft is the famous Sphinx, a coloffal 


9006 D964, S*00g, G09, S09, So, S00, S00 DH", D000 


_ figure of an immenfe fize, computed to be in length one hundred | | f 
and forty-three feet, in height fixty-two, and one hundred and two a | 


| 


in compafs about the head. It was undoubtedly erected there to ex- 
prefs the feafon of the inundation. The third pyramid ftands diftant 
from the fecond about a furlong, upon an advantageous height, 
whereby afar off it appears equal to the former, though indeed the 
whole pile is much lefs and lower ; yet for the ftru€ture and beauty 
of the marble it excels both that and the great one. Clofe adjoining 
to it, on the eaft fide, is another building, of a dark ftone like Thebaick, 
marble. At a diftance we could difcern to the fouth feveral other 
pyramids, which lie fcattered through a defert trac on the confines 
of Lybia, and are found all along the upper region to the borders of 
“Ethiopia ; many of which I faw in my paflage the laft year down 
the Nile: but moft of them, though very durable in their kind, were 
the work of earlier and more fimple ages, when the gyptians 
were rather defirous to preferve their remains inviolable, than ambi- 
tious to leave confpicuous monuments of their ftate and magnificence. 
‘They were ereéted by the ancient kings of the Thinite dynafty, or 
in their times. However, there is, I am told, one among them, 
which nearly equals in its dimenfions the. largeft. of thefe, by 
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* Greaves, ubi fupra. + Id. Ibid. 
VOL. I. 3K Memphis. 
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LETTER Memphis. Next in antiquity to thofe, and more ancient than thefe, 
LJ are two admirable pyramids ftanding in the middle of the great 
lake Meeris. For CuemMmMis, (whom HeEroporus ufes to call 
CueEops, making a Greek name of the Agyptian,) who is reputed 
the founder of the firft of thefe by Memphis, was among the de- 
{cendants or fucceflors of S—EsosTRis; and Srsostris himfelf was 
later than Moeriss CEPHREN and Mycerinus, to whom the 
fecond and third are afcribed, were one the brother, the other a fon 
of CuEmmMis. ‘The great lake of Moeris was contrived for a balance 
to the waters in the annual inundation. And there is a communi- 
cation from the river to the lake by a great ditch, eighty furlongs in 


a 


length and three hundred feet in breadth, by which it may receive 
the fuperfluity of water when the Nile rifes to an exceflive height, 
as by opening its other fluices the country a great diftance round it 
may be fupplied in feafons when the river fails. And though the 
expence of opening and fhutting the fluices be very great, yet it is 
certainly a work of the greateft benefit to Egypt. In the mid of 
the lake the king contrived a place for his fepulchre, and raifed two 
ftately pyramids, the one for himfelf, the other for his wife; and 
upon the fummit of each he placed a coloffus of marble fitting upon 
athrone. From the foundation the pyramids are a hundred fathoms 
high; they are feen fifty fathoms above the water, and are hid as many 
fathoms under it; fo that the lake is in fome places three hundred feet 
in depth, and, as HERoDoTUs perfuades me, ‘was all made by art. 
The circumference is computed at three thoufand fix hundred fur- 
longs. It lies about fix hundred furlongs above the city of Memphis. 
We pafled in a boat acrofs this lake to the Labyrinth, which is faid to 
have been built by joint confent of the twelve kings, who reigned in 
figypt after the expulfion of Srrnon, the prieft of Vutcan. The 
fabrick is the moft wonderful in its kind in all the world, from 
which D@DALUs received the model of the much-famed Labyrinth he 
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built in Crete. The fubterraneous apartments were all cut by hand eet 
in the folid rock; which might pafs for an incredible ftory, were Kee 
it not confidered that the whole rock is a fand ftone, which contri- 
butes to the prefervation of the bodies depofited within it. And in 
thefe wonderful apartments are the gabbares *, or mummies, of the 
twelve kings who built the Labyrinth, with the remains of crocodiles, 
and other their facred animals. But if the labour and expence of 
finking pits, and excavating vaults, in the folid rock, or raifing fuch 
immenfe piles of {tone above ground, to fecure the human remains 
from the violence of after-ages, may be in fome fort accounted for 
upon a perfuafion they firmly maintain with regard to the foul’s 
revolution ; yet their paying an equal regard to the remains of the 
moft noxious animals can be refolved into nothing but the moft ex- 
travagant phrenfy and fuperftition. The whole nome, which takes 
Its name from the neighbouring town of Arfinoe, pays an extra- 
vagant veneration to crocodiles. Thefe are embalmed with moft ex- 
quifite art, and fet up in. niches, as the bodies of birds and other 
animals are through every part of the fubterraneous chambers. At 
the angle where the Labyrinth ends; there is a pyramid of two hun- 
dred and forty feet in height, with a bafis of the fame dimenfions, 
on..which are engraved coloffal figures of animals: the paflage 
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that leads to it is under ground. The feveral corridors and intricate 
paflages of the Labyrinth below feem to an{wer, as nearly as we could 
compare them together, to the apartments above ; of which, as I 
know Heropotus has given the moft exa@ defcription, I will 
not be tedious in attempting it after him. It was by a very par- 
ticular intereft with CuEREs, the Egyptian prieft, who accompanied 


us in this tour, that I gained: admittance into the apartments under 


* So the embalmed bodies were called in the language of the country, as St. Aucus- 
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WT EER ground, of which Heropotus himfelf was denied a fight the firft 

eed time that he travelled: into Higypt. But I muft have been initiated 
to have entered the pyramids; the preparations for which I have no 
time now to go through. 


I write this from Sais, a city of ancient note in the Delta, the 
curiofities of which, after I have taken a regular furvey of them, 
may furnith out another letter to you, before I begin my voyage for 
Greece. But I willingly confefs, CLEANDER, that you are fo wel] 
inftruGted in the philofophy and learning of thofe fages, who were - 
moft converfant in the recondite doétrines of Agypt, that I have cor- 
refponded with you more for my own fake, than for any information 
I could hope to give you from the little I have gained by my 
inquiries HERopoTus faid, upon feeing your epiftle on the 
Eleufinian myfteries, ‘‘ This Ephefian has difcovered more of thofe 
“ fecrets, by a threwd indudtion from fome flight and unguarded 
“ hints of his Athenian friends, than any ought to know who is 
“ not an initiate, or than an initiate fhould dare to reveal:” and 
he hath religioufly omitted the very mention of them in his hiftory. 
Adieu. 

From Sais. f. 


The End of the fifth Year of the Peloponnefian War. 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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